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[CHAPTER 90]
JOINT RESOLUTION

Providing for relief assistance to the people of countries devastated by war.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there is hereby author-
ized to be appropriated to the President not to exceed $350,000,000 
for the provision of relief assistance to the people of countries devas-
tated by war, such relief assistance to be limited to the following: 
Food, medical supplies, processed and unprocessed materials for 
clothing, fuel, fertilizer, pesticides, and seed: Provided, That from 
the funds authorized under this section the President shall make con-
tributions to the International Children’s Emergency Fund of the 
United Nations for the special care and feeding of children, and such 
contributions shall not be subject to the limitations and requirements 
provided in this joint resolution, but after $15,000,000 has been so 
contributed, no further contributions shall be made which would 
cause the aggregate amount so contributed by the United States (1) 
to constitute more than 57 per centum of the aggregate amount con-
tributed to said fund by all governments not receiving assistance from 
said fund, including the United States; or (2) to exceed $40,000,000, 
whichever is the lesser.

There shall be established and maintained, out of the funds author-
ized under this joint resolution, a relief distribution mission for each 
of the countries receiving aid under this joint resolution. Such mis-
sions shall be comprised solely of American citizens who shall have 
been investigated as to loyalty and security by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. Such missions shall have direct supervision and 
control, in each country, of relief supplies furnished or otherwise 
made available under this joint resolution, and, when it is deemed 
desirable by the field administrator provided for in section 4, such 
missions shall be empowered to retain possession of such supplies up 
to the city or local community where such supplies are actually made 
available to the ultimate consumers.

Not more than $15,000,000 of the funds authorized under this joint 
resolution shall be available for relief in any countries or territories 
other than Austria, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Trieste, and 
China. This provision shall not imply any obligation to give relief 
to any of the countries mentioned.

Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, the Reconstruc-
tion Finance Corporation is authorized and directed, until such time 
as an appropriation shall be made pursuant to this section, to make 
advances, not to exceed in the aggregate $75,000,000, to carry out the 
provisions of this joint resolution, in such manner and in such amounts 
as the President shall determine. From appropriations authorized 
under this section, there shall be repaid to the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation the advances made by it under the authority contained 
herein.

Sec . 2. (a) Under the direction of the President, such relief assist-
ance shall be provided in the form of transfers of supplies, or the 
establishment in this country of credits subject to the control of the 
President, in such quantities and on such terms as the President may 
determine; except that no such transfers of supplies or establishment 
of credits may be made after June 30, 1948, and except that not more 
than 6 per centum of the amount herein authorized shall be used for 
the procurement of supplies outside the United States and its Terri-
tories and possessions.

(b) In carrying out this joint resolution, funds authorized herein 
may be used to pay necessary expenses related to the providing of
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such relief assistance, including expenses of or incident to the pro-
curement, storage, transportation, and shipment of supplies trans-
ferred under subsection (a) or of supplies purchased from credits 
established under subsection (a).

(c) Funds authorized under this joint resolution may be allocated 
for any of the purposes of this joint resolution to any department, 
agency, or independent establishment of the Government and such 
sums shall be available for obligation and expenditure in accordance 
with the laws governing obligations and expenditures of the depart-
ment, agency, or independent establishment, or organizational unit 
thereof concerned, and without regard to sections 3709 and 3648 of 
the Revised Statutes, as amended (U. S. C., 1940 edition, title 41, sec. 5, 
and title 31, sec. 529).

(d) Such additional civilian employees as may be required by the 
War Department in connection with the furnishing of procurement, 
storage, transportation, and shipment services under this joint reso-
lution and which services are paid for from funds herein authorized, 
shall not be counted as civilian employees within the meaning of sec-
tion 607 of the Federal Employees Pay Act of 1945, as amended by 
section 14 of the Federal Employees Pay Act of 1946.

(e) When any department, agency, or independent establishment 
of the Government receives request from the government of any coun-
try for which credits have been established under subsection (a) and 
receives, from credits so established, advancements or reimburse-
ments for the cost and necessary expenses, it may furnish, or pro-
cure and furnish (if advancements are made), supplies within the 
category of relief assistance as defined in section 1 and may use 
sums so received for the purposes set forth in subsection (b) of this 
section. When any such reimbursement is made it shall be credited, 
at the option of the department, agency, or independent establish-
ment concerned, either to the appropriation, fund, or account utilized 
in incurring the obligation, or to an appropriate appropriation, fund, 
or account which is current at the time of such reimbursement.

(f) In order to supplement the general relief assistance made avail-
able under the terms of section 1 and to effect the economical and 
expanded use of American voluntary relief contributions, funds 
authorized under this joint resolution, not to exceed $5,000,000, may 
be used to pay necessary expenses related to the ocean transportation 
of supplies donated to or purchased by American voluntary and non-
profit relief agencies, and in such quantities and kinds and for such 
purposes as the President may determine to be essential supplements 
to the supplies provided for such general relief assistance.

(g) The relief supplies provided under the terms of this joint reso-
lution shall be procured and furnished by the appropriate United 
States procurement agencies unless the President shall determine 
otherwise.

Sec . 3. No relief assistance shall be provided under the authority 
of this joint resolution to the people of any country unless the gov-
ernment of such country has given assurance satisfactory to the Presi-
dent that (a) the supplies transferred or otherwise made available 
pursuant to this joint resolution, as well as similar supplies produced 
locally or imported from outside sources, will be distributed among 
the people of such country without discrimination as to race, creed, 
or political belief; (b) representatives of the Government of the 
United States and of the press and radio of the United States will 
be permitted to observe freely and to report fully regarding the dis-
tribution and utilization of such supplies; (c) full and continuous 
publicity will be given within such country as to the purpose, source, 
character, scope, amounts and progress of the United States relief
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program carried on therein pursuant to this joint resolution; (d) if 
food, medical supplies, fertilizer, or seed is transferred or otherwise 
made available to such country pursuant to this joint resolution, no 
articles of the same character will be exported or removed from such 
country while need therefor for relief purposes continues; (e) such 
country has taken or is taking, insofar as possible, the economic meas-
ures necessary to reduce its relief needs and to provide for its own 
future reconstruction; (f) upon request of the President, it will fur-
nish promptly information concerning the production, use, distribu-
tion, importation, and exportation of any supplies which affect the 
relief needs of the people of such country; (g) representatives of the 
Government of the United States will be permitted to supervise the 
distribution among the people of such country of the supplies trans-
ferred or otherwise made available pursuant to this joint resolution; 
(h) provision will be made for a control system so that all classes of 
people within such country will receive their fair share of essential 
supplies; and (i) all supplies transferred pursuant to this joint reso-
lution or acquired through the use of credits established pursuant to 
this joint resolution and any articles processed from such supplies, 
or the containers of such supplies or articles, will, to the extent prac-
ticable, be marked, stamped, branded, or labeled in a conspicuous place 
as legibly, indelibly, and permanently as the nature of such supplies, 
articles, or containers will permit in such manner as to indicate to 
the ultimate consumer in such country that such supplies or articles 
have been furnished by the United States of America for relief assist-
ance ; or if such supplies, articles, or containers are incapable of being 
so marked, stamped, branded, or labeled, that all practicable steps 
will be taken to inform the ultimate consumers thereof that such sup-
plies or articles have been furnished by the United States of America 
for relief assistance.

Sec . 4. When supplies are transferred or otherwise made available 
to any country pursuant to this joint resolution, the President shall 
cause representatives of the Government of the United States (1) to 
supervise the distribution of such supplies among the people of such 
country, (2) to observe and report with respect to the carrying out 
of the assurances given to the President pursuant to section 3, and 
(3) to seek arrangements that reparations payable from current pro-
duction by any such country to any other country by treaty be post-
poned during the period of such relief.

With respect to the furnishing of relief assistance pursuant to this 
joint resolution, the President shall appoint, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, a field administrator who shall direct the 
supervision of such relief assistance. Such administrator shall receive 
compensation at a rate not to exceed $12,000 per annum, and any 
necessary expenses, as the President shall determine. He shall act 
in accordance with the instructions of the President.

The authority of the President under sections 2 and 3 and under 
this section may, to the extent the President directs, be exercised by 
the Secretary of State.

Sec . 5. (a) The President shall promptly terminate the provision 
of relief assistance to the people of any country whenever he deter-
mines (1) that, by reason of changed conditions, the provision of 
relief assistance of the character authorized by this joint resolution 
is no longer necessary, (2) that any of the assurances given pursuant 
to section 3 are not being carried out, (3) that an excessive amount 
of any supplies transferred or otherwise made available pursuant to 
this joint resolution, or of similar supplies produced locally or 
imported from outside sources, is being used to assist in the mainte-
nance of armed forces in such country, or (4) that supplies trans-
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ferred or otherwise made available pursuant to this joint resolution, 
or similar supplies produced locally or imported from outside sources, 
are being exported or removed from such country.

(b) Relief assistance to the people of any country, under this joint 
resolution, shall, unless sooner terminated by the President, be ter-
minated whenever such termination is directed by concurrent resolu-
tion of the two Houses of the Congress.

Sec . 6. To the extent that relief supplies procured with funds 
authorized under this joint resolution are not furnished on terms of 
repayment in dollars, they shall be furnished only upon condition 
that the government of the receiving country agree that when it sells 
such relief supplies for local currency (a) the amounts of such local 
currency will be deposited by it in a special account; (b) such account 
will be used within such country, as a revolving fund, until June 30, 
1948, only upon the approval of the duly authorized representative 
of the United States, for relief and work relief purposes, including 
local currency expenses of the United States incident to the furnish-
ing of relief; and (c) any unencumbered balance remaining in such 
account on June 30, 1948, will be disposed of within such country for 
such purposes as the United States Government, pursuant to Act or 
joint resolution of the Congress, may determine.

Sec . 7. The President shall submit to the Congress quarterly 
reports of expenditures and activities under authority of this joint 
resolution.

Approved May 31, 1947.

[CHAPTER 91]
AN ACT

To amend section 502 (a) of the Act entitled “An Act to expedite the provision 
of housing in connection with national defense, and for other purposes”.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 502 (a) 
of the Act entitled “An Act to expedite the provision of housing in 
connection with national defense, and for other purposes”, approved 
October 14, 1940, as amended (42 U. S. C. 1572 (a)), is amended by 
striking out “$410,000,000” and inserting in lieu thereof “$445,500,000”.

Sec . 2. That the additional funds herein authorized shall be available 
to carry out the purposes of sections 501, 502, and 503 of said Act of 
October 14,1940, as amended, but shall be available only for necessary 
expenses in (1) completing the provision of temporary housing for 
which a contract in writing with any educational institution, State or 
political subdivision thereof, local public agency, or nonprofit organiza-
tion had been made prior to the enactment hereof pursuant to title V 
of said Act of October 14,1940, as amended: Provided, That such addi-
tional funds shall not be available for completing suspended units 
with respect to which, prior to April 1, 1947, no expenditures were 
made by the Administrator or the only expenditures made by the 
Administrator were for dismantling or dismantling and transporta-
tion, and (2) reimbursing any such educational institution, State 
or political subdivision thereof, local public agency, or nonprofit organ-
ization (a) for funds expended by it in completing any such temporary 
housing (exclusive of the costs of site acquisition and preparation, or 
the installation of streets and utility mains), or (b) for the cost of 
utility and other work in connection with any such temporary housing 
performed by it for the Administrator on a reimbursable basis pursuant 
to section 502 (d) of said Act of October 14,1940, as amended, and (3) 
making payment, to such educational institutions, States or political 
subdivisions thereof, local public agencies and nonprofit organizations
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