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Wage deductions for 

employee trust funds. “(g) The provisions of this section shall not apply to, or render 
unlawful, deductions made by an employer from the wages of a seaman, 
pursuant to the written consent of the seaman, if (1) such deductions 
are paid into a trust fund established for the sole and exclusive benefit 
of seamen employed by such employer, and their families and depend-
ents (or of such seamen, families, and dependents jointly with seamen 
employed by other employers and their families and dependents) ; 
and (2) such payments are held in trust for the purpose of providing, 
either from principal or income or both, for the benefit of such seamen, 
their families, and dependents, medical and/or hospital care, pensions 
on retirement or death of the seamen, life insurance, unemployment 
benefits, compensation for illness or injuries resulting from occupa-
tional activity, sickness, accident, and disability compensation, or any 
one or more of the foregoing benefits, or for the purpose of purchasing 
insurance to provide any one or more of such benefits.”

Approved January 10, 1951.
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Short title.

[CHAPTER 1225]
AN ACT

Relating to children born out of wedlock.

Be it enacted t>y the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act entitled 
“An Act to provide for the support and maintenance of bastards in 
the District of Columbia”, approved June 18, 1912 (37 Stat. 134), as 
amended February 22, 1921 (41 Stat. 1144), and March 16, 1926 (44 
Stat. 208), be, and the same is hereby, repealed.

Sec . 2. Titl e .—This Act may be cited as “An Act Relating to 
Children Born Out of Wedlock”.

Sec . 3. Juris dicti on .—The juvenile court of the District of Colum-
bia is hereby given jurisdiction of all cases arising under this Act. 
Proceedings shall be instituted in the name of the District of Columbia 
and prosecution upon information shall be by the Corporation Counsel 
for the District of Columbia or any of his assistants.

Sec . 4. Time  of  Bringing  Compl aint .—Proceedings to establish 
paternity and provide for the support of a child born out of wedlock 
may be instituted after four months of pregnancy or within two years 
after the birth of the child, or within one year after the putative father 
has ceased making contributions for the support of such child: Pro-
vided, however, That the time during which the defendant shall be 
absent from the jurisdiction shall be excluded from the computation 
of the time within which complaint may be filed.

Sec . 5. Compl aint .—Any unmarried woman who is at least four 
months pregnant or who has been delivered of a child born out of 
wedlock, or any married woman who is at least four months pregnant 
with a child, which if born alive, may be born out of wedlock, or who 
has been delivered of a child born out of wedlock and who was not 
living with nor cohabiting with her husband during the period of 
time in which such child could have been conceived, may go before 
an Assistant Corporation Counsel for the District of Columbia at the 
juvenile court and accuse any man of being the father of her child 
and request his arrest. In case of death, disability, or incompetence 
of the mother, the complaint may be made by the custodian, guardian, 
or next friend of the child. The complainant shall be examined under 
oath by an Assistant Corporation Counsel to determine the validity 
of the accusation. If, upon examination, there appears reasonable 
cause to believe that the accused person is the father of the child in 
question, the complaint shall be reduced to writing, verified by the 
complainant, and filed with the clerk of the court; and such verified 
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complaint may be introduced in evidence to impeach the complaining 
witness in any subsequent proceedings therein.

Sec . 6. Apprehens ion  of  Accu sed .—Upon the filing of the com-
plaint, the case shall be calendared forthwith for preliminary hearing. 
The clerk of the court shall issue a summons requiring the accused 
to appear in court on a day certain for such purpose, or, if deemed 
necessary by the court, a warrant for the arrest of the defendant 
shall be issued, directed to the United States marshal or the Major 
and Superintendent or any member of the Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment of the District of Columbia, requiring the accused to be arrested 
and brought before the court.

Sec . 7. Bond ; Commitme nt  on  Failure  To Give  Bond ; Jury  
Trial .—The court may require the accused to enter into bond with 
surety in a sum not to exceed $2,500, guaranteeing his appearance 
on the date set for hearing or trial. If the defendant shall fail to 
appear, the security for his appearance shall be forfeited and shall 
be applied toward the support of the child if so ordered by the court. 
If the defendant shall fail to post bond fixed by the court he shall 
forthwith be committed to the District Jail, there to remain until 
the date set for hearing, or until he enter into the required bond or 
otherwise be discharged by due process of law. In all prosecutions 
under this Act the defendant shall be entitled to, but may waive, trial 
by jury. In no event, however, shall final hearing take place until 
after the birth of the child.

Sec . 8. Blood  Test s .—Whenever it is relevant to the prosecution 
or defense of an illegitimacy action, the court may, in its discretion, 
direct that the mother, child, and the defendant submit to one or 
more blood tests to determine whether or not the defendant can be 
excluded as being the father of the child, but the results of the test 
shall be admissible as evidence only in cases where defendant does not 
object to its admissibility.

Sec . 9. Exclusi on  of  Public .—Upon trial of proceedings under 
this Act, the court may exclude the general public, and shall do so 
at the request of either party.

Sec . 10. (a) Judgment ; Prenatal  and  Confi nement  Expens es ; 
Maintenance .—If the defendant, in open court, shall acknowledge the 
paternity of a child born out of wedlock, or if at the trial the finding 
of the court or jury be against the defendant, the court in rendering 
judgment thereon may enter an order for the payment of the prenatal 
medical care and costs of the mother’s confinement and expenses of 
childbirth in such amount or amounts as it may deem reasonable, com-
mensurate with defendant’s ability to pay. The court may also order 
payments for the maintenance and education of the child, commen-
surate with defendant’s ability to pay, such payments to be made at 
such periods or intervals as the court directs. The court, in its dis-
cretion, may order payments to be made by the defendant at a precinct 
of the Metropolitan Police Department of the District of Columbia. 
Payments shall continue until the child reaches the age of sixteen 
years unless the child prior thereto be legally adopted.

(b) Petition  for  Modi fic ati on  of  Judgment  ; Hearing .—The court 
may from time to time change or modify its order directing the 
amount that defendant shall pay for the maintenance and support 
of the child: Provided, however, That a hearing shall be held not less 
than ten days following notice in writing by the clerk of the court 
to the parties in interest, mailed to or left at their last known place of 
residence.

(c) Death  of  Child .—In case of the death of the child before 
reaching the age of sixteen years, the court, upon proof thereof, may 
order the payment of reasonable funeral expenses, and shall terminate
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the order for maintenance; and any arrears which may be owing at 
the time of death may, in the discretion of the court, be canceled.

Sec . 11. (a) Performance  Bond ; Commit ment ; Prob ation .—The 
court shall require the defendant to give security not to exceed $2,500 
guaranteeing payments ordered by the court. The court may, how-
ever, in its discretion, suspend the requirement of security and place 
the defendant on probation to the court on condition that payments 
be made as ordered. In default of any payments as ordered, the court 
may revoke probation and commit the defendant to jail for a period 
of not more than one year at any one time. At the expiration of a term 
of commitment the defendant may be discharged, but his liability to 
make subsequent payments or any payments in arrears in accordance 
with the judgment or for commitment for further default shall not 
thereby be affected. In lieu of commitment or as a condition of his 
release from jail, the court may set aside commitment and again place 
the defendant on probation upon such terms as the court may direct. 
The amount of security, if forfeited, shall be disbursed as the court 
in its discretion may direct.

(b) Judgm ent ; Execut ion .—In event of default of payments as 
ordered, the court may, in its discretion, after notice by registered 
mail to the defendant at his last-known address, and after hearing, 
reduce the amount of arrears to judgment. The juvenile court of the 
District of Columbia is hereby empowered after such notice and 
hearing to reduce to judgment the arrears under any order hereafter 
entered for the support and maintenance of a child born out of wed-
lock, or any amounts ordered to be paid by the defendant under any 
section or sections of this Act, and when docketed in the clerk’s office 
of the United States District Court for the District of Columbia such 
judgment shall have the same force and effect as judgments of the 
United States District Court for the District of Columbia, and execu-
tion thereon may be effected in the same manner as upon judgments 
of the said district court.

Sec . 12. Volunt ary  Acknowledgm ent  of  Paterni ty  by  Father .— 
The putative father of a child born out of wedlock may enter into an 
agreement with the mother of the child, or with some other person 
on behalf of the child, for the support and maintenance of said child, 
and said agreement may be submitted to the court for ratification and 
approval. When said agreement is ratified and approved, the court 
shall issue an order incorporating the terms thereof, and payments 
thereunder may be received and disbursed by the court in the same 
manner as provided in section 13 of this Act. The faithful perform-
ance under the terms of said agreement shall bar other remedies of 
the mother or any other person on behalf of the child for the support 
of the child, subject to the provisions of section 10 (b) of this Act.

Sec . 13. (a) Concurrent  Jurisdict ion  in  Nonsupp ort  Case s .—The 
juvenile court of the District of Columbia is hereby given concurrent 
jurisdiction with the United States District Court for the District 
of Columbia in all cases arising under the Act of Congress of March 
23, 1906 (34 Stat. 86), as amended June 18, 1912 (37 Stat. 136), and 
June 10, 1926 (44 Stat. 716) (title 22, sec. 903, of the D. C. Code, 1940 
edition), and the court, in its discretion, may order payments to be 
made by the defendant at a precinct of the Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment of the District of Columbia.

(b) Failure  To Supp ort  Ille giti mate  Child  ; Misd emea nor .—The 
provisions of the said Act of Congress of March 23, 1906 (34 Stat. 86), 
as amended, making it a misdemeanor to abandon or willfully neglect 
to provide for the support and maintenance of minor children in 
destitute or necessitous circumstances, shall also apply to any person 
who abandons or fails to support his illegitimate child when paternity 
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has been established judicially or when paternity has been directly 
acknowledged by the putative father under oath, or indirectly acknowl-
edged by voluntarily making contributions to the support of such 
child.

(c) Volun tar y  Contr ibu tio ns  for  Suppo rt .—The juvenile court 
of the District of Columbia is hereby authorized to accept voluntary 
payments for the support and maintenance of wife or minor children 
and to disburse the same to the person or persons for whom such con-
tributions are paid, in the same manner as payments are accepted and 
disbursed under the provisions of the Act of Congress of March 23, 
1906 (34 Stat. 86), as amended.

Sec . 14. Liabi lit y  of  the  Fathe r ’s Estate .—In the event of the 
death of the defendant after paternity has been established and prior 
to the time the child reaches the age of sixteen years, any sum or sums 
due and unpaid under any order of the court at the time of defendant’s 
death shall be a valid claim against the defendant’s estate.

Sec . 15. New  Birth  Record  Upon  Marri age  of  Natural  Par -
ents .—Whenever a certified copy of a marriage certificate is submitted 
to the Health Officer of the District of Columbia establishing that the 
previously unwed parents of an illegitimate child have intermarried 
subsequent to the birth of said child and paternity of the child has 
been judicially determined or acknowledged by the husband before 
the Health Officer of the District of Columbia, a new certificate of 
birth, bearing the original date of birth and the names of both parents, 
shall be issued and substituted for the certificate of birth then on file. 
The original certificate of birth and all papers pertaining to the issu-
ance of the new certificate shall be placed under seal, and opened for 
inspection only upon order of the United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia.

Sec . 16. (a) Reports  to  Bureau  of  Vital  Stati stics .—Upon entry 
of a final judgment determining the paternity of a child born out of 
wedlock, the clerk of the court shall forward a certificate to the bureau 
of vital statistics of the jurisdiction in which the child was born, giving 
the name of the person adjudged to be the father of said child.

(b) Upon receipt of the certificate as provided in section 16 (a) 
hereof, the Health Officer of the District of Columbia shall file said 
certificate with the original birth record, and thereafter may issue 
a certificate of birth registration including thereon the name of the 
person adjudged to be the father of said child.

Sec . 17. Records .—None of the records or proceedings in any case 
arising under this Act shall be open to inspection by anyone other 
than defendant or counsel of record except upon order of the court. 
The court, upon proper showing may, in its discretion, authorize the 
clerk to furnish certified copies of any such records or portions thereof 
to the defendant, the mother, or custodian of the child, any party in 
interest, or their duly authorized attorneys. The clerk is hereby 
authorized to furnish certified copies of such records or portions thereof 
upon request to the United States attorney for the District of Columbia 
for use as evidence in nonsupport proceedings as provided in section 
13 of this Act, and to the Bureau of Vital Statistics as provided 
in section 16 (a) hereof.

Sec . 18. Const ructi on  of  Statute ; Approp riati ons .—This Act 
shall be so interpreted as to effectuate the protection and welfare of 
the child involved in any proceedings hereunder, and appropriations 
to carry out the purposes of this Act are hereby authorized.

Sec . 19. Constit utionality .—If any section, subdivision, or clause 
of this Act shall be held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Act.

Approved January 11, 1951.

D. C. Code § 23-903.

Appropriation au-thorized.
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