
83 STAT. ] PROCLAMATION 3929-SEPT. 11, 1969 959 

shores of North America. These resourceful explorers opened new 
horizons to the west—a truly courageous and historic achievement. 

Born of vision, courage and determination, Leif Erikson's success 
became an inspiration for later accomplishments. The spirit of Leif 
Erikson has continued to inspire millions of people, particularly the 
ten million Americans whose ancestors came from the Viking lands. 

I t is especially appropriate that we recognize Leif Erikson's explora
tions in 1969, the year m which a new kind of explorers landed on the 
moon and returned home to inspire all mankind from now on. 

I am honored to comply with the request of the Congress of the 
United States, in a joint resolution approved September 2, 1964 (78 
Stat. 849), that the President proclaim October 9 in each year as 36 use i69c. 
Leif Erikson Day. 

NOW, THEKEFOKE, I, EICHAKD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate Thursday, October 9, 
1969, as Leif Erikson Day; and I direct the appropriate government 
officials to display the flag of the United States on all government 
buildings on that day. 

I also invite the people of the United States to honor the memory 
of Leif Erikson on that day bv holding appropriate exercises and 
ceremonies in schools and churches, or ouier suitable places. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
eleventh day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
sixty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-fourth. 

(;j2jju^^yc.:/^ 

Proclamation 3929 
COLUMBUS DAY, 1969 

By the President of the United States of America September 11, i969 

A Proclamation 

On October 12 we again celebrate in honor of the great sea captain 
and explorer whose historic westward voyage across the Atlantic led 
to the permanent settlement of America. 

Kespect for the achievement of Christopher Columbus is especially 
appropriate this year when we have witnessed an epic journey of 
discovery, the journey to the moon. Both the voyages of Columbus and 
those of our modern astronauts are expressions of man's great ambition 
to confront the unknown, and to master the challenges of distance 
and space. 

We remember also that Columbus was a man of Italy, a noble 
example for the many other men of Italy who have come to our 
country and to so many other lands of the new world. Sailing in the 
service of the Spanish crown, which had the vision to support his 
courage and initiative, Christopher Columbus opened America for all 
the people of the world. 

In tribute to the memory of Columbus, the Congress of the United 
States, by a joint resolution approved April 30, 1934 (48 Stat. 657), 36 use i46. 
requested the President to proclaim October 12 of each year as 
Columbus Day for the observance of the anniversary of the discovery 
of America. 
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NOW, T H E E E F O K E , I , E I C H A K D NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate Sunday, October 12, 
1969, as Columbus Day; and I invite the people of this naition to observe 
that day in schools, churches, and other suitable places with 
appropriate ceremonies in honor of the great explorer. 

I also direct that the flag of the United States be displayed on all 
public buildings on the appointed day in memory of Christopher 
Columbus. 

I N W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this 
eleventh day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hmidred 
sixty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-fourth. 

(^/2a^^-7C:ju^ 

Proclamation 3930 
NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE WEEK, 1969 

Septembers, 1969 gy j^© President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

One of America's great strengths is her diversity. A wide variety of 
peoples have made contributions to our nation; each has added its 
own strength and charm to American life, and each provides an on
going link between our culture and those of other countries around 
the world. 

The Hispanic culture is one to which this nation is particularly in
debted. Men of Hispanic origin were among the first Europeans to 
explore this hemisphere. For four centuries men and women of His
panic descent have provided distinguished leadership in our country 
and in other New World countries, both in government and in other 
walks of life. 

Today the people of the United States are reminded of this rich 
heritage in many ways. Millions of our citizens speak Spanish, and 
Hispanic names and traditions grace many parts of our landscape, in
cluding both the town where I was born and the place where I am 
making my new home. 

This country's Hispanic heritage is particularly important because 
it reminds us of the great traditions we share with our neighbors in 
Latin America. In fact, when the Congress, just a ;^ear a^o, requested 
the President to issue annually a proclamation setting aside one week 

36 use \tti ®̂ Hispanic Heritage Week, it designated the week which includes the 
dates of September 15th and 16th, when five Central American nations 
and the Republic of Mexico celebrate their Independence Days. 

The Hispanic culture is one of depth, excitement, and beauty. I t has 
crossed borders and mountains and oceans, and has made its influence 
felt in all parts of the globe. In honoring it, we give strength to that 
international understanding which is indispensable to world order. 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I , R I C H A R D NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning 
September 14,1969, as National Hispanic Heritage Week. I call upon 
all of the people of the United States, and especially the educational 
community, to observe that week with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 
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