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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the week beginning 
May 14, 1972, as Small Business Week. I ask all Americans to share 
with me during this week a great feeling of pride in the accomplish
ments of these small businessmen and women, and in their continued 
commitment to success. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-sixth. 

• • ' * * % • - " - ' 

PROCLAMATION 4131 

Display of the Flag at United 
States Customs Ports of Entry ii^ 

By the President of the United States of America May 5,1972 

A Proclamation 

The flag of the United States should be one of the first things seen at 
our Customs ports of entry, both by American citizens returning from 
abroad and by travelers from other countries. 

As the symbol of our country and our freedoms, the national colors 
of the United States provide a welcome greeting of warm promise. 

Many people, however, enter our country at night when the flag is not 
flown, because of the nearly universal custom of displaying it only from 
sunrise to sunset. 

Authority exists to amend that custom. A Congressional joint resolu
tion of June 22, 1942 (56 Stat. 377), as amended (36 U.S.C. 173-178), 6̂ stat. 1074. 
permits the flag to be displayed at night "upon special occasions when 
it is desired to produce a patriotic effect." 

I believe it is appropriate that returning citizens and visitors from other 
countries be welcomed by our flag whether they arrive at their ports of 
entry by night or by day. , • r .. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim that the flag of the 
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United States of America shall hereafter be displayed at all times during 
the day and night, except when the weather is inclement, at United 
States Customs ports of entry which are continually open. 

The rules and customs pertaining to the display of the flag, as set forth 
in the joint resolution of June 22, 1942, as amended, are hereby modified 
accordingly. 

' IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-sixth. 

May 10, 1972 

PROCLAMATION 4132 

I National Arthritis Month 
By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 
Striking young and old indiscriminately, arthritis today afflicts more 

than 18 million Americans. In its most crippling form, rheumatoid 
arthritis, it affects some 5 million people, 250,000 of whom are children. 

Arthritic diseases, including rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis, 
each year cause unemployment equal to full-time idleness for about a 
quarter of a million persons. The total cost to individuals and the Nation 
is estimated at $4 billion annually, but the sum total of human suffering 
is beyond calculation. j ts , , 

Too few persons realize that arthritis is among America's most 
crippling diseases. • 

Each year, as medical science advances through private and govern
mental medical research and education, thousands of people receive 
improved treatment and live more comfortable, more productive, and 
more satisfying lives. Other thousands, however, remain sentenced to 
lives of continuing pain and disability from arthritis. 

In recognition of the need to alleviate, through research and treat
ment, the human suffering as well as the economic toll caused by 

Ante, p. 135. arthritis, the Congress, in House Joint Resolution 1029, requested the 
President to issue a proclamation designating the month of May of 1972 
as National Arthritis Month, i • * .i .̂  -^^.J ^J... i.«.i^. .•-, ...... . . .-
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