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P R O C L A M A T I O N 4180 

Announcing the Death of 
Lyndon Baines Johnson 

January 23, 1973 ^ ^ ^̂ ^̂  President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 
T O THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES: 

It is my sad duty to announce officially the death of Lyndon Baines 
Johnson, the thirty-sixth President of the United States, on January 22, 
1973. 

President Johnson served his country for more than thirty years as 
Congressman, Senator, Vice President and President. Yet it can be said 
of Lyndon Johnson that he served his country all his life, for his was a 
complete and wholehearted love of our Nation. From his early days as a 
teacher, to his last days as a distinguished elder statesman, he did his best 

- to make the promise and the wonder of America become as real in the 
lives of all his countrymen as it was in his own. 

He once said that he was a free man, an American, a United States 
Senator, and a Democrat, in that order. He was also a great patriot. 

Although he will no longer walk among us, Lyndon Johnson's influ
ence on our times, which often seemed so much larger than life, cannot 
be stolen from us by death. Not only the things that he did, but also the 
spirit with which he did them, will be remembered long after time heals 
our sorrow at his leaving. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, in tribute to the memory of President Johnson, 
and as an expression of public sorrow, do hereby direct that the flag of 
the United States be displayed at half-staff at the White House and on 
all buildings, grounds, and Naval vessels of the United States for a period 
of thirty days from the day of his death. I also direct that for the same 
length of time the representatives of the United States in foreign countries 
shall make similar arrangements for the display of the flag at half-staff 
over their Embassies, Legations, and other facilities abroad, including all 
military facilities and stations. 

I hereby order that suitable honors be rendered by units of the Armed 
Forces under orders of the Secretary of Defense on the day of the funeral. 

I do further appoint Thursday, January 25, 1973 to be a National Day 
of Mourning throughout the United States. I recommend that the people 
assemble on that day in their respective places of worship, there to pay 
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homage to the memory of President Johnson. I invite the people of the 
world who share our grief to join us in this solemn observance. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
third day of January in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-
three and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred ninety-seventh. 

(^/ZiA^-^Hjji^ 

PROCLAMATION 4181 

National Moment of Prayer 

and Thanksgiving 
By the President of the United States of America January 26, 1973 

A Proclamation 

A long and trying ordeal for America has ended. Our Nation has 
achieved its goal of peace with honor in Vietnam. 

As a people with a deep and abiding faith, we know that no great work 
can be accomplished without the aid and inspiration of Almighty God. 
No time could be more fitting for grateful prayer and meditation than the 
opening moment of the peace we have achieved with His help. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, as requested by the Congress, do hereby desig
nate 7:00 p.m., e.s.t., January 27, 1973 as a National Moment of Prayer 
and Thanksgiving, and the 24-hour period beginning then as a National 
Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving. 

I urge all men and women of goodwill to join the prayerful hope that 
this moment marks not only the end of the war in Vietnam, but the 
beginning of a new era of world peace and understanding for all mankind. 
I authorize the flying of the American flag at the appointed hour, and 
I call on all the people of the United States to observe this moment with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
twenty-sixth day of January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
seventy-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-seventh. 

(^/ZJL^^-7C:J^ 
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