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monies and activities. I further urge Americans to consider the essential 
role of women in our society and their contribution to our economic, 
social and political well-being. As a Republic dedicated to liberty and 
justice for all, this Nation cannot deny equal status to women. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
twenty-second day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
seventy-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-ninth. 

GERALD R . FORD 

Proclamation 4310 • September 4, 1974 

National Hispanic Heritage Week, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Our country's Hispanic heritage reaches back more than four cen
turies. When the Pilgrim Fathers landed at Plymouth Rock, Hispanic 
civilization was already flourishing in what is now Florida and New 
Mexico. Since then the Hispanic contribution to America has been a 
consistent and vital influence in our country's cultural growth. 

More than ten million Americans of Hispanic origin today contribute 
to our national diversity, enriching the quality of American life in the 
arts, the sciences, sports, religion and the small but important things of 
everyday living. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning September 10, 
1974, and ending September 16, 1974, as National Hispanic Heritage 
Week. I call upon all the people of the United States, especially the 
education community and those organizations concerned with the pro
tection of human rights, to observe that week with appropriate cere
monies and activities. 

In celebrating this occasion, I also call upon my fellow Americans to 
rededicate themselves to the principle of full and equal opportunity for 
all citizens, and to seize upon the broad spectrum of skills and abilities 
of those individuals of Hispanic heritage who have so significantly con
tributed to our Nation's growth and prosperity. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hun
dred ninety-ninth. . •• :..,-• ; • 

^' ' GERALD R . FORD 

Proclamation 4311 • n September 8, 1974 

Granting Pardon to Richard Nixon 

By the President of the United States of America 

A P roc l ama t ion 

Richard Nixon became the thirty-seventh President of the United 
States on January 20, 1969 and was reelected in 1972 for a second term 
by the electors of forty-nine of the fifty states. His term in office continued 
until his resignation on August 9, 1974. 

Pursuant to resolutions of the House of Representatives, its Committee 
on the Judiciary conducted an inquiry and investigation on the impeach
ment of the President extending over more than eight months. The 
hearings of the Committee and its deliberations, which received wide 
national publicity over television, radio, and in printed media, resulted 
in votes adverse to Richard Nixon on recommended Articles of 
Impeachment. 

As a result of certain acts or omissions occurring before his resignation 
from the Office of President, Richard Nixon has become liable to possible 
indictment and trial for offenses against the United States. Whether or 
not he shall be so prosecuted depends on findings of the appropriate 
grand jury and on the discretion of the authorized prosecutor. Should 
an indictment ensue, the accused shall then be entitled to a fair trial by 

use prec. ^j^ impartial jury, as guaranteed to every individual by the Constitution. 

It is believed that a trial of Richard Nixon, if it became necessary, 
could not fairly begin until a year or more has elapsed. In the meantime, 
the tranquility to which this nation has been restored by the events of 
recent weeks could be irreparably lost by the prospects of bringing to 
trial a former President of the United States. The prospects of such trial 
will cause prolonged and divisive debate over the propriety of exposing 
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