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Proclamation 4328 • October 18, 1974 

Drug Abuse Prevention Week, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The drug trade, by destroying individual lives and dividing families 
and communities, strikes at the heart of our national well-being. 

America's response has not been passive. During the past half decade, 
we have given the highest priority to eliminating this threat to the very 
fabric of our society. 

Our enforcement programs, undertaken with the cooperation of 60 
other nations, are aimed at stamping out the drug trade at all levels, 
from the growing process to street sales. 

We are also rendering special Federal assistance to local law enforce
ment agencies. As a result, drug arrests are up, major traffickers have 
been jailed, and supplies have been reduced. But too many Americans 
still are victimized by drug abuse. 

We must redouble our efforts to cut supplies and punish suppliers. 
And we must make a National commitment to rehabilitate former users. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the week of October 20-
26, as Drug Abuse Prevention Week, 1974. 

An important focus of our effort should be on the community accept
ance of former drug abusers. For without a way back into society, the 
former addict still is prey to the pressures and pointlessness that con
tributed to his abuse in the first place. Let us begin, this week, to search 
out the techniques and resources we will need to help former drug abusers 
find their place in productive society—techniques and resources that will 
complement the work presently being carried out at the 1,240 Federally 
funded treatment centers and service points in more than 350 com
munities across the Nation. 

I call upon officials at every level of government, upon educators, 
medical professionals, and communicators, upon the business commu
nity and the civic groups of our Nation, upon the churches and clergy, 
and upon all who bear the special trusts of community leadership, to 
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rededicate themselves during this week to the total banishment of drug 
abuse from American life. 

I again urge every American to commit himself wholeheartedly, be
ginning now, to this supremely important humanitarian cause. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
eighteenth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
seventy-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-ninth. 

GERALD R . FORD 

Proclamation 4329 • October 21, 1974 

immunization Action Weel<;, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

This Nation has always been committed to fostering the health of its 
people, and particularly of its children. Immunization against disease 
has been an exciting chapter in that effort. The United States can take 
pride in the dedicated research which has produced safe and effective 
vaccines against polio, measles, rubella, and other childhood diseases. 

Cooperation by the medical profession and public health organizations 
in distributing these vaccines to children has achieved dramatic reduc
tions in diseases which can kill, cripple, or cause birth defects, including 
mental retardation. Because of their tragic consequences, we dare not let 
down our guard against a resurgence of these diseases. 

The President's Committee on Mental Retardation has brought to my 
attention an alarming decline of immunity levels among pre-school 
children. Last year more than 40 percent of these children were unpro
tected against either polio, measles, rubella, diphtheria, pertussis, or 
tetanus. On polio, for example, the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare Center for Disease Control reports that immunization levels 
dropped from 79 percent in 1963 to 60 percent in 1973. 

Our children are America's future. Let us make that future a healthy 
one, for their sake and the Nation's sake. 
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