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Proclamation 4450 .. • j July 26, 1976 

Leif Erikson Day, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

In this extraordinary year which holds so much significance for the citizens of the 
United States, we render especial honor to those intrepid explorers who reached our 
land so long ago and prepared the way for the many who followed to settle this proud 
nation. 

, Although we celebrate the 200th year of our nationhood this year, our history 
stretches back much further to that Norseman of vision and courage, Leif Erikson. In a 
dark and superstitious age, he sailed far beyond the limits anyone else had dared, to 
touch our shores and to weave his brave exploit into our historical fabric. He has left 
for us all a standard by which to set our sails as we move into a new century of existence. 

In a joint resolution approved September 2, 1964 (78 Stat. 849, 36 U.S.C. 169c), 

the Congress authorized the President to proclaim October 9 in each year as Leif 

Erikson Day. 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I, GERALD R. FO RD , President of the United States of 
America, do hereby designate Saturday, October 9, 1976, as Leif Erikson Day and I 
direct the appropriate Goverrunent officials to display the flag of the United States on 
all Government buildings that day. 

I also invite the people of the United States to honor the memory of Leif Erikson 
on that day by holding appropriate exercises and ceremonies in suitable places through
out our land. 

IN WITNESS W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth day of 
July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred first. 

GERA1.D R. FORD 

Proclamation 4451 • August 25, 1976 

Women's Equality Day, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

During this Bicentennial Year we celebrate a dynamic history which began with 
that inspirational declaration that all individuals are "endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness." ^ 
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To give substance and form to those self-evident truths, "We the People of the 
United States" created a constitutional republic to "secure the Blessings of Liberty 
to ourselves and our Posterity." 

However, it was not until August 26, 1920, that the Nineteenth Amendment 
to our Constitution unambiguously secured for each of us, regardless of sex, that USC prec. title 1. 
precious mark of liberty—the right to vote. 

In October 1971 and March 1972, the House of Representatives and the Senate 
of the United States proposed a new amendment for our consideration—an amend
ment, completing the process begun by the Nineteenth, which would secure "equality 
of rights under the law" regardless of sex, for men and women. 

Several more States need to ratify that Equal Rights Amendment before it 
becomes part of our Constitution. It would be most fitting for this to be accomplished 
as we begin our third century. In this Land of the Free, it is right, and by nature it 
ought to be, that all men and all women are equal before the law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States of 
America, to remind all Americans that it is fitting and just to secure legal equality for 
all women and men, do hereby designate and proclaim August 26, 1976, as Women's 
Equality Day. 

I call upon all the citizens of the United States to mark this day with appropriate 
activities, and I call upon those States who have not ratified the Equal Rights Amend
ment to give serious consideration to its ratification and the upholding of our Nation's 
heritage. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day 
of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and seventy-six, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and first. 

GERALD R. FORD 

Proclamation 4452 • September 1, 1976 

White Cane Safety Day, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

One of the basic rights which we as Americans cherish is the freedom of each 
citizen to move, without barriers, about this great land. For visually handicapped 
Americans, the white cane is both an instrument and symbol of independence, per
mitting a degree of mobility not otherwise possible. 

A pathfinder, not a crutch, the white cane serves blind people as a sensitive 
transmitter of information. It signals the presence of obstacles and of changes in 
contour. It reassures by indicating the familiar as well as warning of the unexpected. 
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