
PROCLAMATION 4452—SEPT. 1, 1976 90 STAT. 3115 

To give substance and form to those self-evident truths, "We the People of the 
United States" created a constitutional republic to "secure the Blessings of Liberty 
to ourselves and our Posterity." 

However, it was not until August 26, 1920, that the Nineteenth Amendment 
to our Constitution unambiguously secured for each of us, regardless of sex, that USC prec. title 1. 
precious mark of liberty—the right to vote. 

In October 1971 and March 1972, the House of Representatives and the Senate 
of the United States proposed a new amendment for our consideration—an amend
ment, completing the process begun by the Nineteenth, which would secure "equality 
of rights under the law" regardless of sex, for men and women. 

Several more States need to ratify that Equal Rights Amendment before it 
becomes part of our Constitution. It would be most fitting for this to be accomplished 
as we begin our third century. In this Land of the Free, it is right, and by nature it 
ought to be, that all men and all women are equal before the law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States of 
America, to remind all Americans that it is fitting and just to secure legal equality for 
all women and men, do hereby designate and proclaim August 26, 1976, as Women's 
Equality Day. 

I call upon all the citizens of the United States to mark this day with appropriate 
activities, and I call upon those States who have not ratified the Equal Rights Amend
ment to give serious consideration to its ratification and the upholding of our Nation's 
heritage. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day 
of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and seventy-six, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and first. 

GERALD R. FORD 

Proclamation 4452 • September 1, 1976 

White Cane Safety Day, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

One of the basic rights which we as Americans cherish is the freedom of each 
citizen to move, without barriers, about this great land. For visually handicapped 
Americans, the white cane is both an instrument and symbol of independence, per
mitting a degree of mobility not otherwise possible. 

A pathfinder, not a crutch, the white cane serves blind people as a sensitive 
transmitter of information. It signals the presence of obstacles and of changes in 
contour. It reassures by indicating the familiar as well as warning of the unexpected. 
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To its user, the white cane provides the confidence to venture forth, to experience 
the world, and to participate fully in life. 

The white cane also serves to alert others. It reminds those of us who can see 
to exercise simple courtesy and common sense in approaching a blind person. By 
providing assistance when it is desired, or often just by yielding the right of way, 
we can help assure safe passage and safeguard the right of visually handicapped 
persons to enjoy unhindered mobility. 

To make all Americans more fully aware of the significance and importance of 
the white cane and the need for extra alertness and consideration when approaching 
its user, the Congress, by a joint resolution approved October 6, 1964 (78 Stat. 1003; 
36 U.S.C 169d), has authorized the President to proclaim October 15 of each year 
as White Cane Safety Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 1976, as White Cane Safety Day. 

On this occasion, I urge all sighted Americans to increase their knowledge and 
understanding of the needs and rights of visually handicapped Americans. In particular, 
each of us should be prepared to heed the message of the white cane and grant its users 
the extra measure of care necessary to their physical safety, self-confidence, and peace 
of mind. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
September in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and first. 

GERALD R . FORD 

Proclamation 4453 • September 3, 1976 

Fire Prevention Week, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Two hundred years ago the United States of America declared its independence. 
More than a century before that the need for organized fire protection was recognized 
in the colonies with the establishment of the first fire departments. The same apprecia
tion of the need for community protection is still needed today in order to avoid the 
destructive effect of uncontrolled fire. 

Each year in the United States alone, more than three million fires and explosions 
kill 12,000 persons; seriously burn another 300,000; and destroy more than $4 billion 
in property. Another $7 billion is spent for fire departments, fire insurance, and related 
costs. 

The richest and most technologically advanced nation in the world, we neverthe
less lead all the major industrialized countries in per capita deaths and property loss 
from fire. 
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