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eign will of our people is sometimes taken for granted by Americans. Yet 
events in some other areas of the world should remind us all of the vital, 
revolutionary ideal of our Founding Fathers: that governments derive their 
legitimacy from the consent of the peoples they govern. 

During Captive Nations Week, Americans should realize our devotion to 
the ideal of government by consent, a devotion that is shared by millions 
who live in nations dominated today by a foreign military power and an 
alien Marxist-Leninist ideology. 

This week, Americans should recall the series of historical tragedies—be
ginning with the broken promises of the Yalta Conference—that led to the 
denial of the most elementary forms of personal freedom and human digni
ty to millions in Eastern Europe and Asia. 

In recent years, we have seen successful attempts to extend this oppression 
to Africa, Latin America and Asia—most recently in the brutal suppression 
of national sovereignty in Afghanistan and attempts to intimidate Poland. 

During Captive Nations Week, we Americans must reaffirm our own tradi
tion of self-rule and extend to the peoples of the Captive Nations a message 
of hope—hope founded in our belief that free men and women will ulti
mately prevail over those who deny individual rights and preach the su
premacy of the state; hope in our conviction that the human spirit will ulti
mately triumph over the cult of the state. 

While we can be justly proud of a government that is responsive to our 
people, we cannot be complacent. Captive Nations Week provides us with 
an opportunity to reaffirm publicly our commitment to the ideals of freedom 
and by so doing maintain a beacon of hope for oppressed peoples every
where. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate the week beginning on July 19, 1981, as 
Captive Nations Week. 

I invite the people of the United States to observe this week with appropri
ate ceremonies and activities and to reaffirm their dedication to the ideals 
which unite us and inspire others. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 30th day of 
June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4851 of August 6,1981 

National Blinded Veterans Recognition Day 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Among those Americans who have answered their country's call to service 
in defense of its freedoms, there are thousands who, as a result of service 
in our Nation's military forces, have suffered the catastrophic disability of 
blindness. Despite the extreme severity of this disability, these veterans 
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have succeeded in leading useful and productive lives, in part through Fed
eral programs for their readjustment but, more significantly, by drawing 
upon a special brand of heroism. 

Our country now enjoys the blessing of peace, and it is appropriate that all 
Americans recognize the special debt owed to those who have been blind
ed in the defense of our freedoms during the wars of this century. 

We must acknowledge also the ^ample they have provided to those blind
ed veterans whose equally catastrophic disability occurred after their sepa
rations from military service, and to other blinded Americans. Few are 
more worthy of national recognition than the disabled American veterans 
who have honored their commitments to their country and serve as a 
source of pride for us all. 

I would also like to single out for praise those employers who have pro
vided blinded veterans with the opportunity to develop rewarding private-
sector careers. This promise of a future with challenge and fulfillment is 
particularly meaningful. 

It is fitting that the Congress has, by enactment of Senate Joint Resolution 
64, designated August 13, 1981, as "National Blinded Veterans Recognition Ante, p. 169. 
Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, call upon all Americans to observe Thursday, August 13, 1981, 
as National Blinded Veterans Recognition Day. I urge my fellow citizens 
and all interested groups and organizations to set aside this day to honor 
the sacrifices and service of our Nation's blinded veterans by means of ap
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4852 of August 14,1981 

National Schoolbus Safety Week 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Our country's greatest resource is its children; their education is our invest
ment in the future. 

Currently, more than 20 million students are transported by schoolbus to 
and from school each day. The safety of these students deserves the high
est priority. 

To remind all Americans of the importance of schoolbus safety, the Con
gress, by House Joint Resolution 141, has requested the President to pro- Ante, p. 934. 
claim the week beginning October 4, 1981, as "National Schoolbus Safety 
Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate the period from October 4, 1981 through 
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