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have succeeded in leading useful and productive lives, in part through Fed
eral programs for their readjustment but, more significantly, by drawing 
upon a special brand of heroism. 

Our country now enjoys the blessing of peace, and it is appropriate that all 
Americans recognize the special debt owed to those who have been blind
ed in the defense of our freedoms during the wars of this century. 

We must acknowledge also the ^ample they have provided to those blind
ed veterans whose equally catastrophic disability occurred after their sepa
rations from military service, and to other blinded Americans. Few are 
more worthy of national recognition than the disabled American veterans 
who have honored their commitments to their country and serve as a 
source of pride for us all. 

I would also like to single out for praise those employers who have pro
vided blinded veterans with the opportunity to develop rewarding private-
sector careers. This promise of a future with challenge and fulfillment is 
particularly meaningful. 

It is fitting that the Congress has, by enactment of Senate Joint Resolution 
64, designated August 13, 1981, as "National Blinded Veterans Recognition Ante, p. 169. 
Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, call upon all Americans to observe Thursday, August 13, 1981, 
as National Blinded Veterans Recognition Day. I urge my fellow citizens 
and all interested groups and organizations to set aside this day to honor 
the sacrifices and service of our Nation's blinded veterans by means of ap
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4852 of August 14,1981 

National Schoolbus Safety Week 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Our country's greatest resource is its children; their education is our invest
ment in the future. 

Currently, more than 20 million students are transported by schoolbus to 
and from school each day. The safety of these students deserves the high
est priority. 

To remind all Americans of the importance of schoolbus safety, the Con
gress, by House Joint Resolution 141, has requested the President to pro- Ante, p. 934. 
claim the week beginning October 4, 1981, as "National Schoolbus Safety 
Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate the period from October 4, 1981 through 
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October 10, 1981, as National Schoolbus Safety Week. I call upon all 
Americans to recognize and contribute to the imperative of providing safe 
transportation for our schoolchildren. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 14th day of 
August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4853 of August 20,1981 

Commodore John Barry Day 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Commodore John Barry, hero of the American Revolution and holder of the 
first commission in the United States Navy under the Constitution, was 
bom in 1745, in County Wexford, Ireland. Commodore Barry was commis
sioned to command the brig Lexington, one of the first ships bought and 
equipped for the Revolution, and became a national hero with the engage
ment and capture of the British warship Edward on April 7, 1776. He distin
guished himself throughout the Revolution and again shortly thereafter in 
the Quasi-War with France as a fighter and seaman. 

In 1797, with the advice and consent of the Senate, President Washington 
appointed Commodore Barry Captain in the Navy of the United States and 
Commander of the Frigate United States. In so doing, the President said 
that he placed "special Trust and Confidence in (Commodore Barry's) Pa
triotism, Valour, Fidelity, and Abilities". 

Commodore Barry was honored by the United States Congress in 1906, 
when a statue was commissioned and later placed in Lafayette Park, Wash
ington, District of Columbia, and honored again some fifty years later when 
President Eisenhower caused a statue of Commodore Barry to be presented 
on behalf of the people of the United States to the people of Ireland, at 
County Wexford, Ireland. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate September 13, 1981, as "Commodore John 
Barry Day", as a tribute to one of the earliest and greatest American Patri
ots, a man of great insight who perceived very early the need for American 
power on the sea. I call upon Federal, state, and local government agencies 
and the people of the United States to observe such day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day 
of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 
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