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physical and mental health of the child prepares the way for the physical 
and mental health of the adult. 

Our future as a Nation lies in the healthy development of our children. That 
development must be fostered from the earliest stages so that our twigs and 
saplings will grow into straight and strong trees. 

We must actively promote child health through the positive approach of 
preventive care, such as early prenatal care for mothers, assured immuniza
tion against dangerous childhood illnesses and early identification of handi
capping conditions. 

In this effort to improve the well-being and future of our children, I earnest
ly call for cooperative and voluntary action from all those who make mater
nal and child health their profession, from the States through their health 
care resources, from the organizations of private citizens who devote them
selves to the health of mothers and children, and particularly from parents 
themselves, whose attention to their children's needs and personal exam
ples of healthful behavior are vital factors in the protection of child health. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, pursuant to a joint resolution of May 18, 1928, as amended (36 
U.S.C. 143), do hereby proclaim Monday, October 5, 1981, as Child Health 
Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 28th day of 
Sept., in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4863 of September 28,1981 

White Cane Safety Day 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

For blind Americans, the white cane is an important sign of independence, 
symbolizing their ability to travel in our Nation's cities and towns with 
great confidence and safety. For motorists, the white cane symbolizes cau
tion, and reminds them that their courtesy and consideration insure the 
safety of the visually disabled. 

We should always be aware of the significance of the white cane and 
extend every courtesy to those who carry it. By doing so, we will respect 
and ensure the right to independence of the visually disabled as they 
pursue a productive and fulfilling life. 

In recognition of the significance of the white cane, the Congress, by a joint 
resolution of October 6, 1964 (78 Stat. 1003], authorized the President to pro
claim October 15 of each year as White Cane Safety Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 1981, as White Cane Safety 
Day. 
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I urge all Americans to mark this occasion by giving greater consideration 
to the special needs of the visually disabled, and, particularly, to observe 
White Cane Safety Day with activities that contribute to maximum inde
pendent use of our streets and public facihties by our visually handicapped 
population. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 28th day of 
Sept., in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4864 of September 28,1981 

United Nations Day, 1981 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The United Nations rose from the ashes of the Second World War. As we 
observe another United Nations Day on October 24, 1981, we are thankful 
that the world has since been spared another major conflagration. 

The United Nations has assisted in bringing stability to troubled areas and 
will surely do so again. United Nations peacekeeping forces are on duty in 
the volatile Middle East and have contributed to maintaining the peace in 
other places. 

The problems addressed in this world forum are diverse, and the United 
Nations cannot resolve all matters it considers. But it has helped. This year 
it held a major conference for the purpose of pledging assistance to refu
gees in Africa. The United States made a substantial pledge, consistent 
with our historic support for United Nations refugee programs. 

The United Nations is the world's meeting place. It brings together repre
sentatives of virtually all countries to discuss a multitude of subjects. These 
meetings afford opportunities for bilateral discussions, often at a high level, 
as an extra benefit. Today, much of the world's diplomacy takes place 
under the aegis of the United Nations. 

The United States will continue to play a prominent role and champion the 
values and ideals that originally inspired the United Nations. We will fur
ther those activities that strengthen the capacity of the institution to serve 
the good of mankind. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate Saturday, October 24, 1981, as United Na
tions Day. I urge all Americans to use this day as an opportunity to better 
acquaint themselves with the activities and accomplishments of the United 
Nations. 

I have appointed Mr. Robert Anderson to serve as 1981 United States Na
tional Chairman for United Nations Day, and welcome the role of the 
United Nations Association of the United States of America in working 
with him to celebrate this special day. 
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