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The theme of this year's "National Safe Boating Week" emphasizes the 
dangers of combining alcohol consumption with boat operation. The use of 
alcohol and other intoxicating substances is a major factor in boating acci
dents and fatalities. Boat operators who drink impair their ability to recog
nize and react to hazards and thereby endanger not only themselves but 
also others on the water. The use of even small amounts of alcohol can sig
nificantly reduce an operator's judgment and boat handling skills. This is 
particularly true as fatigue caused by sun, glare, noise, wind, and boat 
motion intensifies the effects of alcohol. Through the observance of "Na
tional Safe Boating Week, 1984," Americans should be alerted to these dan
gers. 

In recognition of the need for boating safety, the Congress enacted the joint 
resolution of June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 161], as amended, authorizing and re
questing the President to proclaim annually the week commencing on the 
first Sunday in June as National Safe Boating Week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning Jime 3, 1984, as Nation
al Safe Boating Week. 

I also invite the Governors of the States, Puerto Rico, the Northern Mariana 
Islands, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and American Samoa, and the Mayor of 
the District of Columbia to provide for the observance of this week. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5169 of March 22,1984 

Loyalty Day, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As Americans, we enjoy a rich heritage of freedom. How fortunate we are 
that the founders of this great country were committed to the ideal that all 
people share inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
This ideal has been the inspiration for many generations of Americans in 
the building of what is today the greatest and most prosperous Nation in 
the world. 

The people of the United States cherish their liberties and recognize that 
our freedoms of conscience and action are at the heart of the unique Ameri
can tradition. To preserve this great tradition, it is important for us all to 
pause from time to time to rededicate ourselves to the democratic ideals 
which have served us so well. 

For this purpose, the Congress, by joint resolution approved July 18, 1958 
(72 Stat. 369, 36 U.S.C. 162), has designated May 1 of each year as Loyalty 
Day, a day for the reaffirmation of loyalty to the United States of America 
and for the recognition of the heritage of American freedom. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 1, 1984, as Loyalty Day and call upon 
all Americans and patriotic, civic, and educational organizations to observe 
that day with appropriate ceremonies. I also call upon all government offi
cials to display the flag of the United States on all government buildings 
and grounds on that day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 22nd day of 
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5170 of March 31,1984 

National Eye Donor Month, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

One of the most magnificent presents that one human being can bestow 
upon another is the gift of sight. Human eye tissue which is donated at 
death may be used in research and cornea transplant operations. Each 
year, thousands of Americans suffer from impaired vision caused by con
genital defects, injuries, and diseases. Cornea transplant surgery can im
prove or restore the sight of many of these people. Unfortimately, all too 
many people are unable to retain their sight because there is not enough 
corneal tissue available. 

Through the efforts of 93 eyebanks across the Nation, these problems are 
being alleviated. The eyebanks help coordinate the nationwide distribution 
of donated eye tissue for use in medical education, continuing research ef
forts, and cornea transplants. Developing from a single institution in 1944, 
the eyebanks have greatly encouraged research into the prevention and 
treatment of eye disease and helped increase national awareness of the 
urgent need for more eye donations, so that others may receive the gift of 
sight. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 225, has designated March 1984 Ante, p. 62. 
as "National Eye Donor Month" and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of that occasion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of March 1984 as National Eye 
Donor Month. I urge all citizens, health care professionals, educators, and 
other public and private organizations concerned with vision and vision re
search to join with the Nation's eyebanks in recognizing this hmnanitarian 
cause with appropriate activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 
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