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Proclamation 5261 of October 15, 1984 

Myasthenia Gravis Awareness Week, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For most of us, combing our hair or crossing the room to turn on the light 
are simple, routine tasks. But for more than 100,000 Americans who suffer 
from myasthenia gravis, these everyday activities are enough to exhaust 
them for hours. 

Myasthenia gravis is a serious neuromuscular disease whose cause is not 
yet known. It can strike anyone at any time, draining people of their vitali
ty, producing muscle weakness and abnormally rapid fatigue. 

Though there is still much to be learned, scientists now know that myasthe
nia gravis depletes its victim of an essential chemical—without which 
nerve cells cannot tell muscles to work. Based on this knowledge, scientists 
have made important progress in managing this disorder. Today, several 
new forms of treatment are available, and myasthenia gravis patients can 
expect to lead nearly normal lives. 

But because we still do not know how to prevent this disease, the quest for 
answers continues. Scientists supported by the Myasthenia Gravis Founda
tion and the Federal government's National Institute of Neurological and 
Communicative Disorders and Stroke remain dedicated to this crucial re
search effort. These investigators are inspired by the courage and tenacity 
shown by myasthenia gravis patients and their families. 

In order that the public be made aware of myasthenia gravis and the need 
to conquer this debilitating disorder, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolu-

98 Stat. 1836. tion 295, has designated the week of October 14 through October 20, 1984, 
as "Myasthenia Gravis Awareness Week" and authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning October 14, 1984, as 
Myasthenia Gravis Awareness Week. I call upon all government agencies, 
health organizations, communications media, and people of the United 
States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5262 of October 18, 1984 

National Head Injury Awareness Month, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Head injury is a very serious national health problem. As many as 700,000 
Americans are hospitalized every year for head injuries caused by motor 
vehicle accidents, sporting mishaps, and falls. Of these patients, roughly 

f̂  .10 



PROCLAMATION 5263—OCT. 18, 1984 99 STAT. 1977 

100,000 die. Another 50,000—mostly under the age of 30—suffer permanent 
brain damage that prevents them from returning to schools, jobs, or normal 
lives. 

Each of these grim statistics represents a person whose bright future was 
suddenly and tragically altered. Added to each victim's suffering is the 
emotional and financial burden the family must bear. The total cost to the 
Nation for special care and lost productivity is enormous. 

Health care professionals and educators throughout our Nation are helping 
those with head injuries to live as normally as possible. Through rehabilita
tion therapy and vocational counseling, many head injury patients are 
learning to lead productive lives in our society. Such efforts have been pro
moted by two voluntary health agencies: the National Head Injury Founda
tion and the Family Survival Project for Brain-Damaged Adults. 

Biomedical research is also the source of increased hope. Investigators sup
ported by the National Institute of Neurological and Communicative Disor
ders and Stroke are acquiring new information about what happens to the 
brain as a result of head injury. Leads from these studies will help scien
tists develop effective treatments to limit or prevent brain damage. With 
the combined support of voluntary health agencies and the Federal govern
ment, the tragedy of head injury can be substantially reduced. 

To encourage public recognition of and compassion for the complex prob
lems caused by head injury, the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 638, 98 Stat. 2716. 
has designated the month of October 1984 as "National Head Injury Aware
ness Month" and has authorized and requested the President to issue a 
proclamation in observance of this month. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of October 1984 as National 
Head Injury Awareness Month. I call upon all government agencies, health 
organizations, communications media, and people of the United States to 
observe this month with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5263 of October 18, 1984 

National Forest Products Week, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Aside from an industrious and imaginative people, no single natural re
source has contributed more to the economic and social growth of this 
mighty Nation than its forests. Without forests to provide the renewable 
raw materials for our Nation, American history would have been written 
quite differently. Without the amazing power of forests to give birth to our 
great rivers and hold our soil in place, the United States would be much 
less productive. Without their great diversity as habitat and food source for 
wildlife, our rich array of fish, birds, and wildlife could not exist. These 
benefits from our vast forests have made this an abundant land. 
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