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If the idealistic hope that World War I was "the war to end all wars" had 
been realized, November 11 might still be called Armistice Day. But World 
War II shattered that dream. And after the Korean War, Armistice Day 
became Veterans Day. Under that name, each November 11, our Nation 
shows its respect for those who have worn its uniform in defense of free
dom. 

Veterans Day has become a significant part of our national heritage as we 
recognize the important contributions of millions of our citizens whose mili
tary service has had a profound effect on history. More than 39 million in 
number, they fought and died from Bunker Hill to Bastogne, from the Mari
anas to the Mekong Valley in Vietnam. By preserving our freedom, they 
also made it possible for us to continue our search for a world at peace. 
That search remains the highest priority of my Administration. It is a debt 
we owe to the soliders, sailors, and airmen who put their lives at risk so 
that their children and grandchildren would never need to know the horrors 
of war. 

Veterans Day offers the Nation an opportunity to show our pride and say 
"thank you." Furthermore, it provides an important opportunity to rededi-
cate ourselves to Lincoln's call to Congress and the American people "to 
care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and his 
orphan." 

Eighty-five percent of the 28 million veterans alive today served during our 
country's wars. Just as they did not disappoint us in battle, they have not 
disappointed us in our present search for peace. Their service significantly 
influences America's role in world affairs, and they all deserve our grati
tude. 

I believe we should all seek ways to express our collective appreciation for 
their service and sacrifice. I invite all Americans to join me in observing 
Veterans Day—through appropriate ceremonies, activities and private 
thoughts on November 11. 

In order that we may pay meaningful tribute to those men and women who 
proudly served in our Armed Forces, Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 
6103(a]] that November 11 shall be set aside each year as a legal public 
holiday to honor America's veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim Sunday, November 11, 1984, as Veterans 
Day, and I invite all Americans to join with me in paying tribute to those 
patriots of all generations who have drawn upon their freedom for the will 
and the courage to fight for their country and the ideals for which it stands. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5269 of October 19, 1984 

Thanksgiving Day, 1984 
By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As we remember the faith and values that made America great, we should 
recall that our tradition of Thanksgiving is older than our Nation itself. 
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Indeed, the native American Thanksgivings antedated those of the new 
Americans. In the words of the eloquent Seneca tradition of the Iroquois, 
". . . give it your thought, that with one mind we may now give thanks to 
Him our Creator." 

From the first Pilgrim observance in 1621, to the nine years before and 
during the American Revolution when the Continental Congress declared 
days of Fast and Prayer and days of Thanksgiving, we have turned to Al
mighty God to express our gratitude for the bounty and good fortune we 
enjoy as individuals and as a nation. America truly has been blessed. 

This year we can be especially thankful that real gratitude to God is in
scribed, not in proclamations of government, but in the hearts of all our 
people who come from every race, culture, and creed on the face of the 
Earth. And as we pause to give thanks for our many gifts, let us be tem
pered by humility and by compassion for those in need, and let us reaffirm 
through prayer and action our determination to share our bounty with those 
less fortunate. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, in the spirit and tradition of the Iroquois, the Pilgrims, the Con
tinental Congress, and past Presidents, do hereby proclaim Thursday, No
vember 22, 1984, as a day of National Thanksgiving. I call upon every citi
zen of this great Nation to gather together in homes and places of worship 
to celebrate, in the words of 1784, "with grateful hearts . . . the mercies 
and praises of their all Bountiful Creator . . . ." 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5270 of October 30, 1984 

National Christmas Seal Month, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Chronic diseases of the lungs are responsible for large numbers of deaths 
and disabilities among Americans. More than 17 million people have chron
ic lung diseases, and an estimated 225,000 Americans will die this year 
from them. The cost to this Nation is nearly $30 billion in medical expenses 
and lost wages, and untold millions more in lost productivity. 

Emphysema and chronic bronchitis afflict ten million Americans. Asthma 
affects another seven million people, two million of whom are children. 
Before the end of this decade, lung cancer will have surpassed breast 
cancer as the leading cause of cancer deaths among American women. 

The American Lung Association (ALA], through its community lung associa
tions, continues the tradition started in 1904 of leading the effort to control 
and prevent pulmonary diseases. The ALA is this Nation's first voluntary, 
nonprofit public health organization. Formed originally to combat tuberculo
sis, the ALA, together with its medical/scientific arm—the American Tho
racic Society—now has widened its scope to include all forms of lung dis
ease and its causes, including smoking, air pollution, and occupational haz
ards. 
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