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that we look forward with hope to the future and also back with remem
brance to the commitment and bravery of previous generations of Ameri
cans. 

This year, we observe the fortieth anniversary of the end of the most de
structive war the world has ever known—a war the United States did not 
want but nevertheless fought with total commitment to protect the most 
cherished human ideals. Throughout that war, and in our foreign relations 
afterward, we have sought to achieve true and lasting peace for all the 
people of the world. 

Today, our desire for peace is equally great. In our observances this Memo
rial Day, we honor the brave Americans who paid the highest price for 
their commitment to the ideals of peace, freedom, and justice. Our debt to 
them can be paid only by our own recommitment to preserving those same 
ideals. But our recommitment cannot be for ourselves alone. It must also be 
for our children, and for the generations yet to come. Peace, freedom, and 
justice are not things that were won for us two hundred years ago or forty 
years ago; they must be won again and again by each successive genera
tion. 

And so today, let us pray for peace; and let us remember those who gave 
so much for peace that the ideals of the West may survive. 

In recognition of those Americans to whom we pay tribute today, the Con
gress, by joint resolution of May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158], has requested the 
President to issue a proclamation calling upon the people of the United 
States to observe each Memorial Day as a day of prayer for permanent 
peace and designating a period on that day when the people of the United 
States might unite in prayer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate Memorial Day, Monday, May 27, 1985, as 
a day of prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in 
each locality at 11 o'clock in the morning of that day as a time to unite in 
prayer. I urge the press, radio, television, and all other information media to 
cooperate in this observance. 

I also request the Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of all local units of government, to 
direct that the flag be flown at half-staff during this Memorial Day on all 
buildings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout the United States and in 
all areas under its jurisdiction and control, and I request the people of the 
United States to display the flag at half-staff from their homes for the cus
tomary forenoon period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and \ 
ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5331 of April 29,1985 

National Child Safety Awareness Month, 1985 
By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
May has been designated as National Child Safety Awareness Month this 
year, but for a mother or father who has suffered the tragedy of a missing 
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child, the nightmare is not confined to one day, one week, or one month. It 
stays with them until their child is found. For all too many parents, it stays 
with them forever. .._ 

More than 1,500,000 children have been reported missing in the United 
States, but until recently there was little concerted action to deal with this 
problem. Today, however, a new spirit of activism is bringing together par
ents, law enforcement officials, and community agencies in an energetic 
drive to increase public awareness of the need to protect our Nation's chil
dren. 

One of the most encouraging developments in this regard was the establish
ment of the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children. This 
Center disseminates educational material about child safety, offers informa
tion about voluntary identification procedures for young people, and main
tains a toll-free hotline to help locate missing children. It is providing a 
needed focus for our Nation's efforts to stem this serious problem. 

The safety of our children is everyone's responsibility, and by working to
gether we can make a difference. It is important for parents to instruct their 
children at an early age and ensure that they know their complete name, 
address, and how to dial their telephone number. The public and private 
sectors can provide the assistance that is needed by children who are vic
tims of abuse, including safe and secure shelter for runaway and homeless 
youth to protect them from the dangers they might encounter on the streets. 
Corporations can be helpful by publicizing the plight of missing children to 
facilitate their identification and return home. 

The most important thing we can all do, however, is to create a society in 
which our children are respected, loved, and cherished. The family is the 
natural place for demonstrating this love and respect, but the spirit of re
spect for family values should be spread widely throughout society. Activi
ties such as child pornography should be straightforwardly condemned as 
inconsistent with a society that truly loves its children and respects the in
tegrity of tt'f. childhood years. By speaking up and making their voices 
heard, concerned Americans can make a big difference in the kind of socie
ty our children will grow up in and, even more, in their ability to grow up 
with the love and security that should be every child's birthright. 

Ante, p. 59. The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 33, has designated the month of 
May 1985 as "National Child Safety Awareness Month" and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 1985 as National Child Safety Aware
ness Month. I call on all Americans to join the effort to protect our children 
to ensure a healthy and productive generation of Americans as our contri
bution to the future. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 29th day of 
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 
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