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men. It is estimated that 25 percent of postmenopausal women in the 
United States will develop osteoporosis. Among people who live to be age 
90, 32 percent of women and 17 percent of men will suffer a hip fracture, 
mostly due to osteoporosis. More than 50,000 older women and many older 
men die each year in the United States as a result of such complications. It 
is estimated that national health costs related to osteoporosis are at least 
$3.8 billion annually. 
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As scientific knowledge about the disease continues to grow, there is 
reason for hope. New research findings and new approaches to prevention, 
diagnosis, and treatment are being developed. The Federal government and 
private voluntary organizations have created a strong and enduring partner
ship committed to research on osteoporosis. Working together, our objec
tive must be to uncover the cause and cure for this major public health 
problem. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 61, has designated the week be- Ante, p. 75. 
ginning May 20, 1985, through May 26, 1985, as "National Osteoporosis 
Awareness Week" and authorized and requested the President to issue a 
proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 20, 1985, through May 26, 1985, as Na
tional Osteoporosis Awareness Week. I urge the people of the United 
States and educational, philanthropic, scientific, medical, and health care 
organizations and professionals to observe this week with appropriate cere
monies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and ninth. 

. . , . . RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5345 of May 21,1985 ' . . 

National Medical Transcriptionist Week, 1985 . •, 

By the President of the United States of America . . • < • • . . 

A Proclamation 

Record-keeping is a vital function in our society, and one of the most im
portant records for every American is the medical record. That record, in
cluding reports prepared and edited by a medical transcriptionist from phy
sician dictation, is the permanent history of a patient's medical care. 

A century ago, physicians knew many of their patients from birth, knew all 
their ailments, and provided all their medical care. Today, with medical 
specialization and greater mobility among people, many skilled physicians 
may treat the average American during a lifetime. Using transcribed medi
cal reports, each physician can easily and quickly review a patient's medi
cal history even if the physician has never seen that patient before. Be
cause of the work done by trained medical transcriptionists, patients can 
be assured that the history of their medical care is portrayed accurately 
and legibly. Medical transcriptionists have therefore become a vital link be
tween the physician and the patient. 
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