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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5372 of October 1,1985 

United Nations Day, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The founders of the United Nations, meeting in San Francisco 40 years ago, 
set forth in the U.N. Charter the fervent hope that humanity might experi
ence peace and international cooperation in the era after the greatest and 
most costly war ever experienced. The ideals expressed in the Charter 
were that all member states would work together to maintain international 
peace and security, encourage human rights, and cooperate in dealing with 
the economic, social, humanitarian, and technical problems that afflict our 
planet. 

The United Nations and its family of international organizations have 
sought, constructively, to improve the human condition. Many people today 
live under better conditions because of work done in the name of these or
ganizations. That hope for international cooperation, expressed 40 years 
ago, has been achieved most often in the U.N.'s technical, development, and 
humanitarian agencies. The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the 
World Health Organization (WHO), the International Civil Aviation Organi
zation (ICAO), the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the Interna
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), and the World Food Program (WFP), 
for example, have made major contributions to the safety and welfare of 
people everywhere. 

On this the United Nation's 40th Anniversary, it is appropriate that all 
member states reflect not only on the achievements of the organization, but 
also its shortcomings, its unfulfilled promise, and yes, even its failures. We 
do so in a positive spirit, seeking constructive solutions to those problems 
that prevent the U.N. from realizing its full potential and fully embodying 
the ideals of the Charter. We believe that by facing those problems realisti
cally and working together, many can be solved. The tasks before us are 
not easy. It will require both patience and dedication to the ideals of the 
U.N. Charter. We owe it to ourselves, however, to our children, and to all 
future generations to make this effort. 

To the American people and their elected representatives, the United Na
tions plays an important role in the search for peace with justice. It pro
vides a forum where member states can discuss and try to resolve their dif
ferences peacefully, in the spirit of the Charter. We will continue to do all 
we can to support that process within the U.N., within recognized regional 
fora, and in direct bilateral dialogue. As we encourage more responsible 
international behavior, we strengthen the United Nations and the prospect 
for achieving the goals of its Charter. But much more can and must be 
done. We look to all member states to support the sound principles upon 
which the U.N. was founded. These include respect for the rights and views 
of states that may find themselves in the minority, and support for recog-
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