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Proclamation 5375 of October 4, 1985 

Child Health Day, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

This year, we mark the golden anniversary of the landmark maternal and 
42 u s e 701. child health legislation, Title V of the Social Security Act. Under that au

thority, the Federal government has sponsored a wide variety of training, 
demonstration, research, and related special activities that have made a 
great contribution to our effectiveness in providing health care to American 
mothers and their children. 

Even more important, I believe, is the fact that for 50 years we have provid
ed assistance to the States through formula grants and, more recently, 
through the Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant. Through this 
approach. States have matched Federal funds and have assumed full re
sponsibility for program administration. We can all take pride in this rela
tionship that has supported a wide range of vital preventive and therapeu
tic services for mothers and infants and children and adolescents, including 
highly sophisticated help to children with special needs, such as those with 
handicaps and chronic illness. We can take pride in the services provided 
and, especially, in the way they are provided, for the nature, scope, loca
tion, and timing of these services are determined as they should be—at the 
State and community levels, and by the medical professionals at the scene. 
These are the people who know firsthand what the greatest needs are and 
how best to respond to them. 

On this Child Health Day, 1985, as we celebrate 50 years of cooperative en
deavor in support of maternal and child health, we should rededicate our
selves to the expansion of State and local responsibility in this extremely 
important field. We must do everything necessary to protect the health of 
our mothers and children. We must remember that the best way to do this 
is to entrust the responsibilities and the needed resources to the States and 
communities in which they live. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, pursuant to a joint resolution approved May 18, 1928, as 
amended (36 U.S.C. 143), do hereby proclaim Monday, October 7, 1985, as 
Child Health Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5376 of October 4, 1985 

Columbus Day, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
We are privileged each year to pay honor to the great explorer whose epic 
voyages of discovery led to the development of the Western Hemisphere. 
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Christopher Columbus won an imperishable place in history and in the 
hearts of all Americans by challenging the unknown and defying the doubt
ers. In doing so he set in motion a chain of events which transformed the 
world and led to the birth of the great country in which we live. 

Columbus' achievement lies not only in his daring navigational exploits but 
also in the practical outgrowth of his efforts. More than a great seaman, he 
was a man of vision who could see the opportunities that lay beyond the 
horizon. Indeed, the results of his quest were far grander than he could 
have envisioned. Those who followed in the path he had opened built a 
new world whose economic, political, and social development have been 
marvels of human energy and ingenuity. People from across the globe have 
come to America to find freedom, justice, and economic opportunity. 

Columbus exemplified a spirit which still inspires all Americans—a spirit of 
reaching out, expanding the frontiers of knowledge, a spirit of undaunted 
hope. In the words of Joaquin Miller, "He gained a world; he gave that 
world its grandest lesson: 'On! Sail on!' " Like Columbus, we Americans are 
ready to take risks in pursuit of our goals. We understand that boundless 
opportunities await those who dare to strive. 

Our tribute to Columbus has special meaning to Americans of Italian de
scent. This son of Genoa was the first of many great Italian travelers to the 
New World. Millions of his countrymen would later settle in the new land, 
adding their precious contribution to the developments that stemmed from 
Columbus' voyages. Columbus was the first link in a chain which today 
binds the United States to Italy in a special relationship. 

This remembrance is also particularly important for those of Spanish de
scent. Columbus' achievement depended on the vision and energy of a 
newly united Spain. This was only the first of Spain's many cultural and 
economic contributions to the New World. We share with our Spanish-
speaking neighbors this heritage and our debt of gratitude to Spain. 
In the coming years this commemoration of the voyage of 1492 will take on 
heightened significance, because we are approaching the 500th anniversary 
of that great event. The Christopher Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee Com
mission, a distinguished group of Americans assisted by representatives 
from Spain and Italy, will plan, encourage, and carry forward the com
memoration of Columbus' great voyages of discovery. The Committee held 
its initial meeting on September 12, and will report within two years its rec
ommendations for observance of the celebration. 

In tribute to Columbus' achievement, the Congress of the United States, by 
joint resolution approved April 30, 1934 (48 Stat. 657], as modified by the 
Act of June 28, 1968 (82 Stat. 250), has requested the President to proclaim 36 USC 146. 
the second Monday in October of each year as Columbus Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim Monday, October 14, as Columbus Day. I 
invite the people of this Nation to observe that day in schools, churches, 
and other suitable places with appropriate ceremonies in honor of this great 
explorer. I also direct that the flag of the United States be displayed on all 
public buildings on the appointed day in honor of Christopher Columbus. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 
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