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mandy succeeded the legendary Leopold Stokowski as director of the Phila
delphia Orchestra. It would be his true home for the rest of his life. Under 
the magic of his baton, conductor and orchestra entered the musical pan
theon of the United States and of the world. 

Eugene Ormandy brought widespread acclaim to his adopted nation, which 
he loved with the passion of a patriot. He served as an ambassador of 
goodwill through the Philadelphia Orchestra's tours of China, the Soviet 
Union, South America, Europe, and Japan. 

To commemorate these magnificent and enduring contributions of Eugene 
Ormandy to the rich cultural traditions of the United States, the Congress, 

Ante, p. 938. by Senate Joint Resolution 174, has authorized and requested the President 
to declare the anniversary of the birth of Eugene Ormandy as "Eugene Or
mandy Appreciation Day" and called upon the American people to observe 
the day with appropriate ceremonies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby declare November 18, 1985, Eugene Ormandy Appre
ciation Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
tenth. 

/ ; RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5411 of November 15,1985 ' - . ; ^ ; : ' . . < 

National Adoption Week, 1985 A' n'< 

By the President of the United States of America • ' 
A Proclamation 
The basic unit of our society is the family. Families transmit the values and 
traditions of the past. They are the primary civilizing agent, preparing the 
young for good citizenship. It is, therefore, fitting that we give special recog
nition to those generous families that encourage and take part in adoption. 

Children who live in a permanent home with caring adoptive parents are 
far less likely to develop emotional and psychological problems. We must 
encourage the effort to promote the adoption of all children without fami
lies—with particular emphasis on those who are older, handicapped, or 
members of minority groups. Whenever possible, the adoption process 
should work to keep siblings together as they are placed in new families. 

Through promotional efforts in the workplace and through inclusion of 
adoption benefits in employee benefit plans, the American corporate sector 
has been supporting the adoption of children with special needs. Further
more, through the Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act, many chil
dren with special needs have been adopted who otherwise might not have 
been. 

National Adoption Week should remind us that no woman need fear that 
the child she carries is unwanted. It is a sad paradox that while thousands 
of American couples desperately desire to adopt a baby, many women who 
undergo abortions every year in the United States are unaware of all the 
couples eager to share their home with a newborn and to give that child all 
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the love and care they would give if they had been its natural parents. 
Adoption is an alternative that provides family life for children who cannot 
live with their biological parents, and it is especially fitting that at Thanks
giving time we emphasize the importance of family life through the observ
ance of National Adoption Week. 

This week provides an opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to give 
every child waiting to be adopted the chance to become part of a family. 
During this holiday season, let us work to encourage community acceptance 
and support for adoption, and take time to recognize the efforts of adoptive 
parent groups, companies, organizations, and agencies that assure adoptive 
placements for waiting children. We also pay tribute to those magnanimous 
people who have opened their homes and hearts to children, forming the 
bonds of love that we call the family. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 51, has designated the week of Ante, p. 812. 
November 24 through November 30, 1985, as "National Adoption Week" 
and authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in ob
servance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of November 24 through Novem
ber 30, 1985, as National Adoption Week, and I call on all Americans and 
governmental and private agencies to observe the week with appropriate 
activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5412 of November 15,1985 

Thanksgiving Day, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Although the time and date of the first American thanksgiving observance 
may be uncertain, there is no question but that this treasured custom de
rives from our Judeo-Christian heritage. "Unto Thee, O God, do we give 
thanks," the Psalmist sang, praising God not only for the "wondrous works" 
of His creation, but for loving guidance and deliverance from dangers. 

A band of settlers arriving in Maine in 1607 held a service of thanks for 
their safe journey, and twelve years later settlers in Virginia set aside a 
day of thanksgiving for their survival. In 1621 Governor William Bradford 
created the most famous of all such observances at Plymouth Colony when 
a bounteous harvest prompted him to proclaim a special day "to render 
thanksgiving to the Almighty God for all His blessings." The Spaniards in 
California and the Dutch in New Amsterdam also held services to give 
public thanks to God. 

In 1777, during our War of Independence, the Continental Congress set 
aside a day for thanksgiving and praise for our victory at the battle of Sara
toga. It was the first time all the colonies took part in such an event on the 
same day. The following year, upon news that France was coming to our 
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