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Changes were made in phraseology.
1949 ActT
This section [section 17] clarifies the wording of sec-
tion 706 of title 18, U.S.C., to embrace all service sani-
tary units whether belonging to the Army, Navy, Air
Force, or other branches of the Armed services. (See

note to sec. 5 [of 1949 Act, set out in Legislative History
note under section 244 of title 18]).

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this title, referred to in
text, means June 25, 1948.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $250°° in third par.

1949—Act May 24, 1949, included all service sanitary
units.

§ 706a. Geneva distinctive emblems

(a) Whoever wears or displays the sign of the
Red Crescent or the Third Protocol Emblem (the
Red Crystal), or any insignia colored in imita-
tion thereof for the fraudulent purpose of induc-
ing the belief that he is a member of or an agent
for an authorized national society using the Red
Crescent or the Third Protocol Emblem, the
International Committee of the Red Cross, or
the International Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies shall be fined under this
title or imprisoned not more than 6 months, or
both.

(b) Except as set forth in section?! (¢) and (d),
whoever, whether a corporation, association, or
person, uses the emblem of the Red Crescent or
the Third Protocol Emblem on a white ground
or any sign or insignia made or colored in imita-
tion thereof or the designations ‘‘Red Crescent’
or ‘“‘Third Protocol Emblem’ shall be fined
under this title or imprisoned not more than 6
months, or both.

(c) The following may use such emblems and
designations consistent with the Geneva Con-
ventions of August 12, 1949, and, if applicable,
the Additional Protocols:

(1) Authorized national societies that are
members of the International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and
their duly authorized employees and agents.

(2) The International Committee of the Red
Cross and its duly authorized employees and
agents.

(3) The International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies and its duly
authorized employees and agents.

(4) The sanitary and hospital authorities of
the armed forces of State Parties to the Gene-
va Conventions of August 12, 1949.

(d) This section does not make unlawful the
use of any such emblem, sign, insignia, or words
which was lawful on or before December 8, 2005,
if such use would not appear in time of armed
conflict to confer the protections of the Geneva
Conventions of August 12, 1949, and, if applica-
ble, the Additional Protocols.

(e) A violation of this section or section 706
may be enjoined at the civil suit of the Attorney
General.

(Added Pub. L. 109-481, §2(a), Jan. 12, 2007, 120
Stat. 3673.)

180 in original. Probably should be ‘“‘subsections’.

TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

§708

§707. 4-H club emblem fraudulently used

Whoever, with intent to defraud, wears or dis-
plays the sign or emblem of the 4-H clubs, con-
sisting of a green four-leaf clover with stem, and
the letter H in white or gold on each leaflet, or
any insignia in colorable imitation thereof, for
the purpose of inducing the belief that he is a
member of, associated with, or an agent or rep-
resentative for the 4-H clubs; or

Whoever, whether an individual, partnership,
corporation or association, other than the 4-H
clubs and those duly authorized by them, the
representatives of the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the land grant colleges,
and persons authorized by the Secretary of Agri-
culture, uses, within the United States, such
emblem or any sign, insignia, or symbol in
colorable imitation thereof, or the words ‘‘4-H
Club” or ‘“4-H Clubs” or any combination of
these or other words or characters in colorable
imitation thereof—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than six months, or both.

This section shall not make unlawful the use
of any such emblem, sign, insignia or words
which was lawful on the date of enactment of
this title.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 733; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(E), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2146.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§76c and 76d (June
5, 1939, ch. 184, §§1, 2, 53 Stat. 809).

The first provision of section 76c of title 18, U.S.C.,
1940 ed., relating to fraudulently pretending to be a
member of a 4-H Club was incorporated in section 916
of this title.

The language describing the emblem was transposed.

Unnecessary words were omitted from punishment
provision, and “$250° was substituted for ¢$300° to
make the punishment consonant with the penalties
provided for similar offenses. (See sections 701, 704, 705
of this title for similar offenses.)

The language of section 76d of title 18, U.S.C., 1940
ed., was rephrased and inserted after ‘‘whoever,” in the
second paragraph.

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this title, referred to in
text, means June 25, 1948.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $250°° in third par.

§708. Swiss Confederation coat of arms

Whoever, whether a corporation, partnership,
unincorporated company, association, or person
within the United States, willfully uses as a
trade mark, commercial label, or portion there-
of, or as an advertisement or insignia for any
business or organization or for any trade or
commercial purpose, the coat of arms of the
Swiss Confederation, consisting of an upright
white cross with equal arms and lines on a red
ground, or any simulation thereof, shall be fined
under this title or imprisoned not more than six
months, or both.

This section shall not make unlawful the use
of any such design or insignia which was lawful
on August 31, 1948.
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