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REFERENCES IN TEXT

Sections 626(a), (b) and 627(a) of the Fair Credit Re-
porting Act, referred to in subsecs. (a) to (d), are classi-
fied to sections 1681lu(a), (b) and 1681v(a), respectively,
of Title 15, Commerce and Trade.

Section 1114(a)(5)(A) of the Right to Financial Pri-
vacy Act, referred to in subsecs. (a) to (d), probably
means section 1114(a)(5)(A) of the Right to Financial
Privacy Act of 1978, which is classified to section
3414(a)(5)(A) of Title 12, Banks and Banking.

Section 802(a) of the National Security Act of 1947, re-
ferred to in subsecs. (a) to (d), is classified to section
436(a) of Title 50, War and National Defense.

REPORTS ON NATIONAL SECURITY LETTERS

Pub. L. 109-177, title I, §118, Mar. 9, 2006, 120 Stat. 217,
provided that:

‘‘(a) EXISTING REPORTS.—Any report made to a com-
mittee of Congress regarding national security letters
under section 2709(c)(1) of title 18, United States Code,
section 626(d) or 627(c) of the Fair Credit Reporting Act
(15 U.S.C. 168lu(d) or 168lv(c)), section 1114(a)(3) or
1114(a)(5)(D) of the Right to Financial Privacy Act [of
1978] (12 U.S.C. 3414(a)(3) or 3414(a)(5)(D)), or section
802(b) of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C.
436(b)) shall also be made to the Committees on the Ju-
diciary of the House of Representatives and the Senate.

““(b) ENHANCED OVERSIGHT OF FAIR CREDIT REPORTING
AcT COUNTERTERRORISM NATIONAL SECURITY LETTER.—
[Amended section 1681v of Title 15, Commerce and
Trade.]

“(c) REPORT ON REQUESTS FOR NATIONAL SECURITY
LETTERS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In April of each year, the Attor-
ney General shall submit to Congress an aggregate
report setting forth with respect to the preceding
year the total number of requests made by the De-
partment of Justice for information concerning dif-
ferent United States persons under—

‘“(A) section 2709 of title 18, United States Code
(to access certain communication service provider
records), excluding the number of requests for sub-
scriber information;

‘“(B) section 1114 of the Right to Financial Pri-
vacy Act [of 1978] (12 U.S.C. 3414) (to obtain finan-
cial institution customer records);

‘(C) section 802 of the National Security Act of
1947 (50 U.S.C. 436) (to obtain financial information,
records, and consumer reports);

‘(D) section 626 of the Fair Credit Reporting Act
(15 U.S.C. 1681u) (to obtain certain financial infor-
mation and consumer reports); and

“(E) section 627 of the Fair Credit Reporting Act
(156 U.S.C. 1681v) (to obtain credit agency consumer
records for counterterrorism investigations).

‘(2) UNCLASSIFIED FORM.—The report under this sec-
tion shall be submitted in unclassified form.

“(d) NATIONAL SECURITY LETTER DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘national security letter’ means a re-
quest for information under one of the following provi-
sions of law:

‘(1) Section 2709(a) of title 18, United States Code
(to access certain communication service provider
records).

‘(2) Section 1114(a)(5)(A) of the Right to Financial
Privacy Act [of 1978] (12 U.S.C. 3414(a)(5)(A)) (to ob-
tain financial institution customer records).

‘“(3) Section 802 of the National Security Act of 1947
(50 U.S.C. 436) (to obtain financial information,
records, and consumer reports).

‘‘(4) Section 626 of the Fair Credit Reporting Act (156
U.S.C. 1681u) (to obtain certain financial information
and consumer reports).

‘(5) Section 627 of the Fair Credit Reporting Act (15
U.S.C. 168lv) (to obtain credit agency consumer
records for counterterrorism investigations).”

CHAPTER 224—PROTECTION OF WITNESSES

Sec.

35621. Witness relocation and protection.
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3525. Victims Compensation Fund.

3526. Cooperation of other Federal agencies and
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35217. Additional authority of Attorney General.

3528. Definition.

AMENDMENTS

1990—Pub. L. 101-647, title XXXV, §3581, Nov. 29, 1990,
104 Stat. 4929, substituted ‘‘State governments; reim-
bursement of expenses’ for ‘‘State governments’” in
item 3526.

§ 3521. Witness relocation and protection

(a)(1) The Attorney General may provide for
the relocation and other protection of a witness
or a potential witness for the Federal Govern-
ment or for a State government in an official
proceeding concerning an organized criminal ac-
tivity or other serious offense, if the Attorney
General determines that an offense involving a
crime of violence directed at the witness with
respect to that proceeding, an offense set forth
in chapter 73 of this title directed at the wit-
ness, or a State offense that is similar in nature
to either such offense, is likely to be committed.
The Attorney General may also provide for the
relocation and other protection of the imme-
diate family of, or a person otherwise closely as-
sociated with, such witness or potential witness
if the family or person may also be endangered
on account of the participation of the witness in
the judicial proceeding.

(2) The Attorney General shall issue guidelines
defining the types of cases for which the exer-
cise of the authority of the Attorney General
contained in paragraph (1) would be appropriate.

(3) The United States and its officers and em-
ployees shall not be subject to any civil liability
on account of any decision to provide or not to
provide protection under this chapter.

(b)(1) In connection with the protection under
this chapter of a witness, a potential witness, or
an immediate family member or close associate
of a witness or potential witness, the Attorney
General shall take such action as the Attorney
General determines to be necessary to protect
the person involved from bodily injury and
otherwise to assure the health, safety, and wel-
fare of that person, including the psychological
well-being and social adjustment of that person,
for as long as, in the judgment of the Attorney
General, the danger to that person exists. The
Attorney General may, by regulation—

(A) provide suitable documents to enable the
person to establish a new identity or otherwise
protect the person;

(B) provide housing for the person;

(C) provide for the transportation of house-
hold furniture and other personal property to
a new residence of the person;

(D) provide to the person a payment to meet
basic living expenses, in a sum established in
accordance with regulations issued by the At-
torney General, for such times as the Attorney
General determines to be warranted;

(E) assist the person in obtaining employ-
ment;
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(F') provide other services necessary to assist
the person in becoming self-sustaining;

(G) disclose or refuse to disclose the identity
or location of the person relocated or pro-
tected, or any other matter concerning the
person or the program after weighing the dan-
ger such a disclosure would pose to the person,
the detriment it would cause to the general ef-
fectiveness of the program, and the benefit it
would afford to the public or to the person
seeking the disclosure, except that the Attor-
ney General shall, upon the request of State or
local law enforcement officials or pursuant to
a court order, without undue delay, disclose to
such officials the identity, location, criminal
records, and fingerprints relating to the per-
son relocated or protected when the Attorney
General knows or the request indicates that
the person is under investigation for or has
been arrested for or charged with an offense
that is punishable by more than one year in
prison or that is a crime of violence;

(H) protect the confidentiality of the iden-
tity and location of persons subject to reg-
istration requirements as convicted offenders
under Federal or State law, including prescrib-
ing alternative procedures to those otherwise
provided by Federal or State law for registra-
tion and tracking of such persons; and

(I) exempt procurement for services, mate-
rials, and supplies, and the renovation and
construction of safe sites within existing
buildings from other provisions of law as may
be required to maintain the security of protec-
tive witnesses and the integrity of the Witness
Security Program.

The Attorney General shall establish an accu-
rate, efficient, and effective system of records
concerning the criminal history of persons pro-
vided protection under this chapter in order to
provide the information described in subpara-
graph (G).

(2) Deductions shall be made from any pay-
ment made to a person pursuant to paragraph
(1)(D) to satisfy obligations of that person for
family support payments pursuant to a State
court order.

(3) Any person who, without the authorization
of the Attorney General, knowingly discloses
any information received from the Attorney
General under paragraph (1)(G) shall be fined
$5,000 or imprisoned five years, or both.

(c) Before providing protection to any person
under this chapter, the Attorney General shall,
to the extent practicable, obtain information re-
lating to the suitability of the person for inclu-
sion in the program, including the criminal his-
tory, if any, and a psychological evaluation of,
the person. The Attorney General shall also
make a written assessment in each case of the
seriousness of the investigation or case in which
the person’s information or testimony has been
or will be provided and the possible risk of dan-
ger to other persons and property in the commu-
nity where the person is to be relocated and
shall determine whether the need for that per-
son’s testimony outweighs the risk of danger to
the public. In assessing whether a person should
be provided protection under this chapter, the
Attorney General shall consider the person’s
criminal record, alternatives to providing pro-
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tection under this chapter, the possibility of se-
curing similar testimony from other sources,
the need for protecting the person, the relative
importance of the person’s testimony, results of
psychological examinations, whether providing
such protection will substantially infringe upon
the relationship between a child who would be
relocated in connection with such protection
and that child’s parent who would not be so relo-
cated, and such other factors as the Attorney
General considers appropriate. The Attorney
General shall not provide protection to any per-
son under this chapter if the risk of danger to
the public, including the potential harm to inno-
cent victims, outweighs the need for that per-
son’s testimony. This subsection shall not be
construed to authorize the disclosure of the
written assessment made pursuant to this sub-
section.

(d)(1) Before providing protection to any per-
son under this chapter, the Attorney General
shall enter into a memorandum of understand-
ing with that person. Each such memorandum of
understanding shall set forth the responsibil-
ities of that person, including—

(A) the agreement of the person, if a witness
or potential witness, to testify in and provide
information to all appropriate law enforce-
ment officials concerning all appropriate pro-
ceedings;

(B) the agreement of the person not to com-
mit any crime;

(C) the agreement of the person to take all
necessary steps to avoid detection by others of
the facts concerning the protection provided
to that person under this chapter;

(D) the agreement of the person to comply
with legal obligations and civil judgments
against that person;

(E) the agreement of the person to cooperate
with all reasonable requests of officers and
employees of the Government who are provid-
ing protection under this chapter;

(F) the agreement of the person to designate
another person to act as agent for the service
of process;

(G) the agreement of the person to make a
sworn statement of all outstanding legal obli-
gations, including obligations concerning
child custody and visitation;

(H) the agreement of the person to disclose
any probation or parole responsibilities, and if
the person is on probation or parole under
State law, to consent to Federal supervision in
accordance with section 3522 of this title; and

(I) the agreement of the person to regularly
inform the appropriate program official of the
activities and current address of such person.

Each such memorandum of understanding shall
also set forth the protection which the Attorney
General has determined will be provided to the
person under this chapter, and the procedures to
be followed in the case of a breach of the memo-
randum of understanding, as such procedures are
established by the Attorney General. Such pro-
cedures shall include a procedure for filing and
resolution of grievances of persons provided pro-
tection under this chapter regarding the admin-
istration of the program. This procedure shall
include the opportunity for resolution of a
grievance by a person who was not involved in
the case.
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(2) The Attorney General shall enter into a
separate memorandum of understanding pursu-
ant to this subsection with each person pro-
tected under this chapter who is eighteen years
of age or older. The memorandum of understand-
ing shall be signed by the Attorney General and
the person protected.

(3) The Attorney General may delegate the re-
sponsibility initially to authorize protection
under this chapter only to the Deputy Attorney
General, to the Associate Attorney General, to
any Assistant Attorney General in charge of the
Criminal Division or National Security Division
of the Department of Justice, to the Assistant
Attorney General in charge of the Civil Rights
Division of the Department of Justice (insofar
as the delegation relates to a criminal civil
rights case), and to one other officer or em-
ployee of the Department of Justice.

(e) If the Attorney General determines that
harm to a person for whom protection may be
provided under section 3521 of this title is immi-
nent or that failure to provide immediate pro-
tection would otherwise seriously jeopardize an
ongoing investigation, the Attorney General
may provide temporary protection to such per-
son under this chapter before making the writ-
ten assessment and determination required by
subsection (c¢) of this section or entering into
the memorandum of understanding required by
subsection (d) of this section. In such a case the
Attorney General shall make such assessment
and determination and enter into such memo-
randum of understanding without undue delay
after the protection is initiated.

(f) The Attorney General may terminate the
protection provided under this chapter to any
person who substantially breaches the memo-
randum of understanding entered into between
the Attorney General and that person pursuant
to subsection (d), or who provides false informa-
tion concerning the memorandum of under-
standing or the circumstances pursuant to
which the person was provided protection under
this chapter, including information with respect
to the nature and circumstances concerning
child custody and visitation. Before terminating
such protection, the Attorney General shall send
notice to the person involved of the termination
of the protection provided under this chapter
and the reasons for the termination. The deci-
sion of the Attorney General to terminate such
protection shall not be subject to judicial re-
view.

(Added Pub. L. 98-473, title II, §1208, Oct. 12, 1984,
98 Stat. 2153; amended Pub. L. 101-647, title
XXXV, §3582, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4929; Pub. L.
105-119, title I, §115(a)(9), Nov. 26, 1997, 111 Stat.
2467; Pub. L. 109-177, title V, §506(a)(7), Mar. 9,
2006, 120 Stat. 248.)

AMENDMENTS

2006—Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 109-177 substituted ‘‘to
any Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Crimi-
nal Division or National Security Division of the De-
partment of Justice” for ‘‘to the Assistant Attorney
General in charge of the Criminal Division of the De-
partment of Justice”.

1997—Subsec. (b)(1)(H), (I). Pub. L. 105-119 added sub-
par. (H) and redesignated former subpar. (H) as (I).

1990—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 101-647, §3582(1), inserted
“(G)” after ‘‘subparagraph’ in last sentence.
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Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 101-647, §3582(2), inserted ‘‘the”
before ‘‘Civil Rights Division™.

EFFECTIVE DATE
Section 1210 of subpart A (§§1207-1210) of part F of
chapter XII of title II of Pub. L. 98-473 provided that:
““This subpart and the amendments made by this sub-

part [see Short Title note below] shall take effect on
October 1, 1984.”

SHORT TITLE
Section 1207 of subpart A (§§1207-1210) of part F of
chapter XII of title II of Pub. L. 98-473 provided that:
““This subpart [enacting this chapter, repealing provi-
sions set out as a note preceding section 3481 of this
title, and enacting provisions set out as a note under

this section] may be cited as the ‘Witness Security Re-
form Act of 1984°.”

§ 3522. Probationers and parolees

(a) A probation officer may, upon the request
of the Attorney General, supervise any person
provided protection under this chapter who is on
probation or parole under State law, if the State
involved consents to such supervision. Any per-
son so supervised shall be under Federal juris-
diction during the period of supervision and
shall, during that period be subject to all laws of
the United States which pertain to probationers
or parolees, as the case may be.

(b) The failure by any person provided protec-
tion under this chapter who is supervised under
subsection (a) to comply with the memorandum
of understanding entered into by that person
pursuant to section 3521(d) of this title shall be
grounds for the revocation of probation or pa-
role, as the case may be.

(c) The United States Parole Commission and
the Chairman of the Commission shall have the
same powers and duties with respect to a proba-
tioner or parolee transferred from State super-
vision pursuant to this section as they have
with respect to an offender convicted in a court
of the United States and paroled under chapter
3111 of this title. The provisions of sections 4201
through 4204, 4205(a), (e), and (h), 4206 through
4215, and 42181 of this title shall apply following
a revocation of probation or parole under this
section.

(d) If a person provided protection under this
chapter who is on probation or parole and is su-
pervised under subsection (a) of this section has
been ordered by the State court which imposed
sentence on the person to pay a sum of money to
the victim of the offense involved for damage
caused by the offense, that penalty or award of
damages may be enforced as though it were a
civil judgment rendered by a United States dis-
trict court. Proceedings to collect the moneys
ordered to be paid may be instituted by the At-
torney General in any United States district
court. Moneys recovered pursuant to such pro-
ceedings shall be distributed to the victim.
(Added Pub. L. 98-473, title II, §1208, Oct. 12, 1984,
98 Stat. 2157; amended Pub. L. 99-646, §75, Nov.
10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3618; Pub. L. 100-690, title VII,
§7072(b), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4405.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Chapter 311 of this title, referred to in subsec. (c),
which consisted of sections 4201 to 4218 of this title, was

1See References in Text note below.
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repealed effective Nov. 1, 1987, by Pub. L. 98-473, title II,
§§218(a)(5), 235(a)(1), (b)(1), Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 2027,
2031, 2032, subject to remaining effective for five years
after Nov. 1, 1987, in certain circumstances.

AMENDMENTS

1988—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100690 substituted 4215
for °4216>".

1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99-646 substituted ‘‘proba-
tioners or parolees, as the case may be” for ‘‘parolees’.

§3523. Civil judgments

(a) If a person provided protection under this
chapter is named as a defendant in a civil cause
of action arising prior to or during the period in
which the protection is provided, process in the
civil proceeding may be served upon that person
or an agent designated by that person for that
purpose. The Attorney General shall make rea-
sonable efforts to serve a copy of the process
upon the person protected at the person’s last
known address. The Attorney General shall no-
tify the plaintiff in the action whether such
process has been served. If a judgment in such
action is entered against that person the Attor-
ney General shall determine whether the person
has made reasonable efforts to comply with the
judgment. The Attorney General shall take ap-
propriate steps to urge the person to comply
with the judgment. If the Attorney General de-
termines that the person has not made reason-
able efforts to comply with the judgment, the
Attorney General may, after considering the
danger to the person and upon the request of the
person holding the judgment disclose the iden-
tity and location of the person to the plaintiff
entitled to recovery pursuant to the judgment.
Any such disclosure of the identity and location
of the person shall be made upon the express
condition that further disclosure by the plaintiff
of such identity or location may be made only if
essential to the plaintiff’s efforts to recover
under the judgment, and only to such additional
persons as is necessary to effect the recovery.
Any such disclosure or nondisclosure by the At-
torney General shall not subject the United
States and its officers or employees to any civil
liability.

(b)(1) Any person who holds a judgment en-
tered by a Federal or State court in his or her
favor against a person provided protection under
this chapter may, upon a decision by the Attor-
ney General to deny disclosure of the current
identity and location of such protected person,
bring an action against the protected person in
the United States district court in the district
where the person holding the judgment (herein-
after in this subsection referred to as the ‘“‘peti-
tioner’’) resides. Such action shall be brought
within one hundred and twenty days after the
petitioner requested the Attorney General to
disclose the identity and location of the pro-
tected person. The complaint in such action
shall contain statements that the petitioner
holds a valid judgment of a Federal or State
court against a person provided protection
under this chapter and that the petitioner
sought to enforce the judgment by requesting
the Attorney General to disclose the identity
and location of the protected person.

(2) The petitioner in an action described in
paragraph (1) shall notify the Attorney General
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of the action at the same time the action is
brought. The Attorney General shall appear in
the action and shall affirm or deny the state-
ments in the complaint that the person against
whom the judgment is allegedly held is provided
protection under this chapter and that the peti-
tioner requested the Attorney General to dis-
close the identity and location of the protected
person for the purpose of enforcing the judg-
ment.

(3) Upon a determination (A) that the peti-
tioner holds a judgment entered by a Federal or
State court and (B) that the Attorney General
has declined to disclose to the petitioner the
current identity and location of the protected
person against whom the judgment was entered,
the court shall appoint a guardian to act on be-
half of the petitioner to enforce the judgment.
The clerk of the court shall forthwith furnish
the guardian with a copy of the order of appoint-
ment. The Attorney General shall disclose to
the guardian the current identity and location
of the protected person and any other informa-
tion necessary to enable the guardian to carry
out his or her duties under this subsection.

(4) It is the duty of the guardian to proceed
with all reasonable diligence and dispatch to en-
force the rights of the petitioner under the judg-
ment. The guardian shall, however, endeavor to
carry out such enforcement duties in a manner
that maximizes, to the extent practicable, the
safety and security of the protected person. In
no event shall the guardian disclose the new
identity or location of the protected person
without the permission of the Attorney General,
except that such disclosure may be made to a
Federal or State court in order to enforce the
judgment. Any good faith disclosure made by
the guardian in the performance of his or her
duties under this subsection shall not create any
civil liability against the United States or any
of its officers or employees.

(5) Upon appointment, the guardian shall have
the power to perform any act with respect to the
judgment which the petitioner could perform,
including the initiation of judicial enforcement
actions in any Federal or State court or the as-
signment of such enforcement actions to a third
party under applicable Federal or State law. The
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure shall apply in
any action brought under this subsection to en-
force a Federal or State court judgment.

(6) The costs of any action brought under this
subsection with respect to a judgment, including
any enforcement action described in paragraph
(5), and the compensation to be allowed to a
guardian appointed in any such action shall be
fixed by the court and shall be apportioned
among the parties as follows: the petitioner
shall be assessed in the amount the petitioner
would have paid to collect on the judgment in
an action not arising under the provisions of
this subsection; the protected person shall be as-
sessed the costs which are normally charged to
debtors in similar actions and any other costs
which are incurred as a result of an action
brought under this subsection. In the event that
the costs and compensation to the guardian are
not met by the petitioner or by the protected
person, the court may, in its discretion, enter
judgment against the United States for costs
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and fees reasonably incurred as a result of the
action brought under this subsection.

(7) No officer or employee of the Department
of Justice shall in any way impede the efforts of
a guardian appointed under this subsection to
enforce the judgment with respect to which the
guardian was appointed.

(¢c) The provisions of this section shall not
apply to a court order to which section 3524 of
this title applies.

(Added Pub. L. 98-473, title II, §1208, Oct. 12, 1984,
98 Stat. 2157.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT
The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, referred to in

subsec. (b)(5), are set out in the Appendix to Title 28,
Judiciary and Judicial Procedure.

§3524. Child custody arrangements

(a) The Attorney General may not relocate
any child in connection with protection pro-
vided to a person under this chapter if it appears
that a person other than that protected person
has legal custody of that child.

(b) Before protection is provided under this
chapter to any person (1) who is a parent of a
child of whom that person has custody, and (2)
who has obligations to another parent of that
child with respect to custody or visitation of
that child under a court order, the Attorney
General shall obtain and examine a copy of such
order for the purpose of assuring that compli-
ance with the order can be achieved. If compli-
ance with a visitation order cannot be achieved,
the Attorney General may provide protection
under this chapter to the person only if the par-
ent being relocated initiates legal action to
modify the existing court order under sub-
section (e)(1) of this section. The parent being
relocated must agree in writing before being
provided protection to abide by any ensuing
court orders issued as a result of an action to
modify.

(c) With respect to any person provided protec-
tion under this chapter (1) who is the parent of
a child who is relocated in connection with such
protection and (2) who has obligations to an-
other parent of that child with respect to cus-
tody or visitation of that child under a State
court order, the Attorney General shall, as soon
as practicable after the person and child are so
relocated, notify in writing the child’s parent
who is not so relocated that the child has been
provided protection under this chapter. The no-
tification shall also include statements that the
rights of the parent not so relocated to visita-
tion or custody, or both, under the court order
shall not be infringed by the relocation of the
child and the Department of Justice responsibil-
ity with respect thereto. The Department of
Justice will pay all reasonable costs of transpor-
tation and security incurred in insuring that
visitation can occur at a secure location as des-
ignated by the United States Marshals Service,
but in no event shall it be obligated to pay such
costs for visitation in excess of thirty days a
year, or twelve in number a year. Additional vis-
itation may be paid for, in the discretion of the
Attorney General, by the Department of Justice
in extraordinary circumstances. In the event
that the unrelocated parent pays visitation
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costs, the Department of Justice may, in the
discretion of the Attorney General, extend secu-
rity arrangements associated with such visita-
tion.

(d)(1) With respect to any person provided pro-
tection under this chapter (A) who is the parent
of a child who is relocated in connection with
such protection and (B) who has obligations to
another parent of that child with respect to cus-
tody or visitation of that child under a court
order, an action to modify that court order may
be brought by any party to the court order in
the District Court for the District of Columbia
or in the district court for the district in which
the child’s parent resides who has not been relo-
cated in connection with such protection.

(2) With respect to actions brought under para-
graph (1), the district courts shall establish a
procedure to provide a reasonable opportunity
for the parties to the court order to mediate
their dispute with respect to the order. The
court shall provide a mediator for this purpose.
If the dispute is mediated, the court shall issue
an order in accordance with the resolution of
the dispute.

(3) If, within sixty days after an action is
brought under paragraph (1) to modify a court
order, the dispute has not been mediated, any
party to the court order may request arbitration
of the dispute. In the case of such a request, the
court shall appoint a master to act as arbitra-
tor, who shall be experienced in domestic rela-
tions matters. Rule 53 of the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure shall apply to masters appointed
under this paragraph. The court and the master
shall, in determining the dispute, give substan-
tial deference to the need for maintaining par-
ent-child relationships, and any order issued by
the court shall be in the best interests of the
child. In actions to modify a court order brought
under this subsection, the court and the master
shall apply the law of the State in which the
court order was issued or, in the case of the
modification of a court order issued by a district
court under this section, the law of the State in
which the parent resides who was not relocated
in connection with the protection provided
under this chapter. The costs to the Government
of carrying out a court order may be considered
in an action brought under this subsection to
modify that court order but shall not outweigh
the relative interests of the parties themselves
and the child.

(4) Until a court order is modified under this
subsection, all parties to that court order shall
comply with their obligations under that court
order subject to the limitations set forth in sub-
section (c¢) of this section.

(5) With respect to any person provided protec-
tion under this chapter who is the parent of a
child who is relocated in connection with such
protection, the parent not relocated in connec-
tion with such protection may bring an action,
in the District Court for the District of Colum-
bia or in the district court for the district in
which that parent resides, for violation by that
protected person of a court order with respect to
custody or visitation of that child. If the court
finds that such a violation has occurred, the
court may hold in contempt the protected per-
son. Once held in contempt, the protected per-
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son shall have a maximum of sixty days, in the
discretion of the Attorney General, to comply
with the court order. If the protected person
fails to comply with the order within the time
specified by the Attorney General, the Attorney
General shall disclose the new identity and ad-
dress of the protected person to the other parent
and terminate any financial assistance to the
protected person unless otherwise directed by
the court.

(6) The United States shall be required by the
court to pay litigation costs, including reason-
able attorneys’ fees, incurred by a parent who
prevails in enforcing a custody or visitation
order; but shall retain the right to recover such
costs from the protected person.

(e)(1) In any case in which the Attorney Gen-
eral determines that, as a result of the reloca-
tion of a person and a child of whom that person
is a parent in connection with protection pro-
vided under this chapter, the implementation of
a court order with respect to custody or visita-
tion of that child would be substantially impos-
sible, the Attorney General may bring, on behalf
of the person provided protection under this
chapter, an action to modify the court order.
Such action may be brought in the district court
for the district in which the parent resides who
would not be or was not relocated in connection
with the protection provided under this chapter.
In an action brought under this paragraph, if the
Attorney General establishes, by clear and con-
vincing evidence, that implementation of the
court order involved would be substantially im-
possible, the court may modify the court order
but shall, subject to appropriate security consid-
erations, provide an alternative as substantially
equivalent to the original rights of the non-
relocating parent as feasible under the circum-
stances.

(2) With respect to any State court order in ef-
fect to which this section applies, and with re-
spect to any district court order in effect which
is issued under this section, if the parent who is
not relocated in connection with protection pro-
vided under this chapter intentionally violates a
reasonable security requirement imposed by the
Attorney General with respect to the implemen-
tation of that court order, the Attorney General
may bring an action in the district court for the
district in which that parent resides to modify
the court order. The court may modify the court
order if the court finds such an intentional vio-
lation.

(3) The procedures for mediation and arbitra-
tion provided under subsection (d) of this sec-
tion shall not apply to actions for modification
brought under this subsection.

(f) In any case in which a person provided pro-
tection under this chapter is the parent of a
child of whom that person has custody and has
obligations to another parent of that child con-
cerning custody and visitation of that child
which are not imposed by court order, that per-
son, or the parent not relocated in connection
with such protection, may bring an action in the
district court of the district in which that par-
ent not relocated resides to obtain an order pro-
viding for custody or visitation, or both, of that
child. In any such action, all the provisions of
subsection (d) of this section shall apply.
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(g) In any case in which an action under this
section involves court orders from different
States with respect to custody or visitation of
the same child, the court shall resolve any con-
flicts by applying the rules of conflict of laws of
the State in which the court is sitting.

(h)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the costs of
any action described in subsection (d), (e), or (f)
of this section shall be paid by the United
States.

(2) The Attorney General shall insure that any
State court order in effect to which this section
applies and any district court order in effect
which is issued under this section are carried
out. The Department of Justice shall pay all
costs and fees described in subsections (c) and
(d) of this section.

(i) As used in this section, the term ‘‘parent’
includes any person who stands in the place of a
parent by law.

(Added Pub. L. 98-473, title II, §1208, Oct. 12, 1984,
98 Stat. 2159.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, referred to in
subsec. (d)(3), are set out in the Appendix to Title 28,
Judiciary and Judicial Procedure.

§ 3525. Victims Compensation Fund

(a) The Attorney General may pay restitution
to, or in the case of death, compensation for the
death of any victim of a crime that causes or
threatens death or serious bodily injury and
that is committed by any person during a period
in which that person is provided protection
under this chapter.

(b) Not later than four months after the end of
each fiscal year, the Attorney General shall
transmit to the Congress a detailed report on
payments made under this section for such year.

(c) There are authorized to be appropriated for
the fiscal year 1985 and for each fiscal year
thereafter, $1,000,000 for payments under this
section.

(d) The Attorney General shall establish
guidelines and procedures for making payments
under this section. The payments to victims
under this section shall be made for the types of
expenses provided for in section 3579(b)?! of this
title, except that in the case of the death of the
victim, an amount not to exceed $50,000 may be
paid to the victim’s estate. No payment may be
made under this section to a victim unless the
victim has sought restitution and compensation
provided under Federal or State law or by civil
action. Such payments may be made only to the
extent the victim, or the victim’s estate, has
not otherwise received restitution and com-
pensation, including insurance payments, for
the crime involved. Payments may be made
under this section to victims of crimes occur-
ring on or after the date of the enactment of
this chapter.! In the case of a crime occurring
before the date of the enactment of this chap-
ter,! a payment may be made under this section
only in the case of the death of the victim, and
then only in an amount not exceeding $25,000,
and such a payment may be made notwithstand-

1See References in Text note below.



Page 685

ing the requirements of the third sentence of
this subsection.

(e) Nothing in this section shall be construed
to create a cause of action against the United
States.

(Added Pub. L. 98-473, title II, §1208, Oct. 12, 1984,
98 Stat. 2162.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 3579(b) of this title, referred to in subsec. (d),
was renumbered section 3663(b) of this title by Pub. L.
98-473, title II, §212(a)(1), Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1987.

The date of the enactment of this chapter, referred to
in subsec. (d), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 98-473,
which was approved Oct. 12, 1984.

RESTITUTION TO ESTATE OF VICTIMS KILLED BEFORE
OCTOBER 12, 1984; LIMITATION

Pub. L. 99-180, title II, §200, Dec. 13, 1985, 99 Stat. 1142,
provided: ‘“That restitution of not to exceed $25,000
shall be paid to the estate of victims killed before Octo-
ber 12, 1984 as a result of crimes committed by persons
who have been enrolled in the Federal witness protec-
tion program, if such crimes were committed within
two years after protection was terminated, notwith-
standing any limitations contained in part (a) of sec-
tion 3525 of title 18 of the United States Code.”

SIMILAR PROVISIONS

Similar provisions were contained in the following
prior appropriation act:
Pub. L. 99-88, title I, §100, Aug. 15, 1985, 99 Stat. 303.

§3526. Cooperation of other Federal agencies
and State governments; reimbursement of ex-
penses

(a) Each Federal agency shall cooperate with
the Attorney General in carrying out the provi-
sions of this chapter and may provide, on a
reimbursable basis, such personnel and services
as the Attorney General may request in carry-
ing out those provisions.

(b) In any case in which a State government
requests the Attorney General to provide pro-
tection to any person under this chapter—

(1) the Attorney General may enter into an
agreement with that State government in
which that government agrees to reimburse
the United States for expenses incurred in pro-
viding protection to that person under this
chapter; and

(2) the Attorney General shall enter into an
agreement with that State government in
which that government agrees to cooperate
with the Attorney General in carrying out the
provisions of this chapter with respect to all
persons.

(Added Pub. L. 98473, title II, §1208, Oct. 12, 1984,
98 Stat. 2162.)

§3527. Additional authority of Attorney General

The Attorney General may enter into such
contracts or other agreements as may be nec-
essary to carry out this chapter. Any such con-
tract or agreement which would result in the
United States being obligated to make outlays
may be entered into only to the extent and in
such amount as may be provided in advance in
an appropriation Act.

(Added Pub. L. 98-473, title II, §1208, Oct. 12, 1984,
98 Stat. 2163.)
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§ 3528. Definition

For purposes of this chapter, the term ‘‘State”’
means each of the several States, the District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
and any territory or possession of the United
States.

(Added Pub. L. 98-473, title II, §1208, Oct. 12, 1984,
98 Stat. 2163.)

CHAPTER 225—VERDICT

Sec.

35631. Return; several defendants; conviction of less
offense; poll of jury—Rule.

3532. Setting aside verdict of guilty; judgment not-

withstanding verdict—Rule.
§3531. Return; several defendants; conviction of
less offense; poll of jury—(Rule)
SEE FEDERAL RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

Verdict to be unanimous; return; several defendants;
disagreement; conviction of less offense; poll of jury,
Rule 31.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 837.)

§3532. Setting aside verdict of guilty; judgment
notwithstanding verdict—(Rule)
SEE FEDERAL RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

Setting aside verdict of guilty on motion for judg-
ment of acquittal, entering of such judgment, or order-
ing new trial; absence of verdict, Rule 29(b).

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 837.)
CHAPTER 227—SENTENCES

Subchapter Sec.1
A. General Provisions ... 3551
B. Probation 3561
C. Fines 3571
D. Imprisonment 3581

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior chapter 227 (§3561 et seq.) was repealed (ex-
cept sections 3577 to 3580 which were renumbered sec-
tions 3661 to 3664, respectively), by Pub. L. 98-473, title
II, §§212(a)(1), (2), 2356(a)(1), Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1987,
2031, as amended, effective Nov. 1, 1987, and applicable
only to offenses committed after the taking effect of
such repeal. See Effective Date note set out under sec-
tion 3551 of this title.

Section 3561, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 837, re-
lated to judgment form and entry—(Rule).

Section 3562, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 837, re-
lated to sentence—(Rule).

Section 3563, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 837, re-
lated to corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate.

Section 3564, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 837, re-
lated to pillory and whipping.

Section 3565, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 837;
Oct. 12, 1984, Pub. L. 98-473, title II, §§235(a)(1), 238(g)(1),
(1), 98 Stat. 2031, 2039; Oct. 30, 1984, Pub. L. 98-596, §§2,
12(a)(T)(A), (9), (b), 98 Stat. 3134, 3139, 3140; Oct. 22, 1986,
Pub. L. 99-514, §2, 100 Stat. 2095, related to collection
and payment of fines and penalties.

Section 3566, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 837, re-
lated to execution of death sentence.

Section 3567, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 838, re-
lated to death sentence may prescribe dissection.

Section 3568, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 838;
Sept. 2, 1960, Pub. L. 86-691, §1(a), 74 Stat. 738; June 22,
1966, Pub. L. 89-465, §4, 80 Stat. 217, related to effective

1Editorially supplied.
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