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payment of duty, all coal and other fuel sup-
plies, ships’ stores, sea stores, and the legiti-
mate equipment of such vessels. Any such sup-
plies, ships’ stores, sea stores, or equipment 
landed and delivered from such vessel shall be 
considered and treated as imported merchan-
dise: Provided, That bunker coal, bunker oil, 
ships’ stores, sea stores, or the legitimate equip-
ment of vessels belonging to regular lines plying 
between foreign ports and the United States, 
which are delayed in port for any cause, may be 
transferred under a permit by the appropriate 
customs officer and under customs supervision 
from the vessel so delayed to another vessel of 
the same line and owner, and engaged in the for-
eign trade, without the payment of duty there-
on. 

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 446, 46 Stat. 713; 
Pub. L. 91–271, title III, § 301(b), June 2, 1970, 84 
Stat. 287.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, § 446, 42 
Stat. 953. That section was superseded by section 446 of 
act June 17, 1930, comprising this section, and repealed 
by section 651(a)(1) of the 1930 act. 

Provisions similar to those in the last sentence of 
this section concerning sea stores and equipment, were 
contained in R.S. § 2797, as amended by act Mar. 3, 1897, 
ch. 389, § 17, 29 Stat. 691. A provision that steam vessels 
might retain coal on board without being required to 
land it or pay duty was contained in R.S. § 2798. Provi-
sion for collection of duty on excessive quantities of 
sea stores was made by R.S. § 2796. All of these sections 
were repealed by act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, 
§ 642, 42 Stat. 989. 

AMENDMENTS 

1970—Pub. L. 91–271 substituted reference to appro-
priate customs officer for reference to collector. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 91–271, 
see section 203 of Pub. L. 91–271, set out as a note under 
section 1500 of this title. 

§ 1447. Place of entry and unlading 

It shall be unlawful to make entry of any ves-
sel or to unlade the cargo or any part thereof of 
any vessel elsewhere than at a port of entry: 
Provided, That upon good cause therefor being 
shown, the Commissioner of Customs may per-
mit entry of any vessel to be made at a place 
other than a port of entry designated by him, 
under such conditions as he shall prescribe: And 

provided further, That any vessel laden with mer-
chandise in bulk may proceed after entry of 
such vessel to any place designated by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury for the purpose of unlad-
ing such cargo, under the supervision of customs 
officers if the Customs Service considers the 
same necessary, and in such case the compensa-
tion and expenses of such officers shall be reim-
bursed to the Government by the party in inter-
est. 

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 447, 46 Stat. 714; 
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §§ 101–104, eff. July 16, 
1946, 11 F.R. 7875, 60 Stat. 1097; Pub. L. 91–271, 
title III, § 301(b), June 2, 1970, 84 Stat. 287; Pub. 
L. 103–182, title VI, § 649(a), Dec. 8, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2208.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, § 447, 42 
Stat. 953. That section was superseded by section 447 of 
act June 17, 1930, comprising this section, and repealed 
by section 651(a)(1) of the 1930 act. 

Provisions concerning the place of entry and unlad-
ing of foreign vessels and vessels from foreign ports 
were contained in R.S. §§ 2770 and 2771, prior to repeal 
by act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, § 642, 42 Stat. 989. 

Special provisions concerning the place of lading and 
unlading vessels laden with the products of Canada, 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Prince 
Edward Island were contained in R.S. § 3129, prior to re-
peal by section 642 of the 1922 act. 

R.S. § 2897 authorized Secretary of the Treasury, 
under regulations by him prescribed, to permit unload-
ing of salt, imported from foreign places, on right bank 
of Mississippi River, opposite New Orleans, at any point 
on said bank between upper and lower corporate limits 
of said city, prior to repeal by act Mar. 3, 1897, ch. 389, 
§ 16, 29 Stat. 691. 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–182 substituted ‘‘the Customs Serv-
ice considers’’ for ‘‘the appropriate customs officer 
shall consider’’. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–271 substituted reference to appro-
priate customs officer for reference to collector. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 91–271, 
see section 203 of Pub. L. 91–271, set out as a note under 
section 1500 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the United States Customs Service of the 
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the 
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and 
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department 
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section 
542 of Title 6. 

Functions of all officers of Department of the Treas-
ury and functions of all agencies and employees of such 
Department transferred, with certain exceptions, to 
Secretary of the Treasury, with power vested in him to 
authorize their performance or performance of any of 
his functions, by any of such officers, agencies, and em-
ployees, by Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, eff. July 
31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, 1281, set out in the 
Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees. Customs personnel, referred to in text, were 
under Department of the Treasury. 

‘‘Commissioner of Customs’’ substituted in text for 
‘‘Secretary of Commerce’’ on authority of Reorg. Plan 
No. 3 of 1946, set out in the Appendix to Title 5. 

§ 1448. Unlading 

(a) Permits and preliminary entries 

Except as provided in section 1441 of this title 
(relating to vessels not required to enter or 
clear), no merchandise, passengers, or baggage 
shall be unladen from any vessel required to 
make entry under section 1434 of this title, or 
vehicle required to report arrival under section 
1433 of this title, until entry of such vessel or re-
port of the arrival of such vehicle has been made 
and a permit for the unlading of the same issued 
or transmitted pursuant to an electronic data 
interchange system by the Customs Service. 
After the entry of any vessel or report of the ar-
rival of any vehicle, the Customs Service may 
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