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ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

STANDARDS OF CARE IN DISCOVERING CONTRABAND 

Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, § 7369, Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 
4481, directed Secretary of the Treasury, no later than 
120 days after Nov. 18, 1988, and after an opportunity for 
public comment, to prescribe regulations which set 
forth criteria for use by the owner, master, pilot, oper-
ator, or officer of, or other employee in charge of, any 
common carrier in meeting the standards under sec-
tions 1584(a)(2) and 1594(c) of this title for the exercise 
of the highest degree of care and diligence to know 
whether controlled substances imported into the 
United States are on board the common carrier and, 
within 6 months after Nov. 18, 1988, to issue controlled 
substances regulations for a 2-year demonstration pro-
gram to establish procedures for air carrier develop-
ment and Customs Service approval of foreign and do-
mestic security and inspection practices by permitting 
air carriers to request the Secretary of the Treasury to 
permit air carriers, the Customs Service, or an ap-
proved agent of the Customs Service to inspect at 
United States airports of entry, and aircraft arriving 
from foreign locations. 

§ 1585. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–182, title VI, 
§ 690(b)(10), Dec. 8, 1993, 107 Stat. 2223 

Section, acts June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 585, 46 
Stat. 749; Aug. 5, 1935, ch. 438, title III, § 303, 49 Stat. 527; 
Oct. 27, 1986, Pub. L. 99–570, title III, § 3113(b), 100 Stat. 
3207–82, set forth penalties assessed when vessel or vehi-
cle from foreign port or place departed or unloaded 
merchandise before making report or entry. 

§ 1586. Unlawful unlading or transshipment 

(a) Penalty for unlading prior to grant of permis-
sion 

The master of any vessel from a foreign port 
or place, or of a hovering vessel which has re-
ceived or delivered merchandise while outside 
the territorial sea, who allows any merchandise 
(including sea stores) to be unladen from such 
vessel at any time after its arrival within the 
customs waters and before such vessel has come 
to the proper place for the discharge of such 
merchandise, and before he has received a per-
mit to unlade, shall be liable to a penalty equal 
to twice the value of the merchandise but not 
less than $10,000, and such vessel and its cargo 
and the merchandise so unladen shall be seized 
and forfeited. 

(b) Penalty for transshipment to any vessel for 
purpose of unlawful entry 

The master of any vessel from a foreign port 
or place, or of a hovering vessel which has re-
ceived or delivered merchandise while outside 
the territorial sea, who allows any merchandise 
(including sea stores), the importation of which 
into the United States is prohibited, or which 
consists of any spirits, wines, or other alcoholic 
liquors, to be unladen from his vessel at any 
place upon the high seas adjacent to the cus-
toms waters of the United States to be trans-
shipped to or placed in or received on any vessel 
of any description, with knowledge, or under cir-
cumstances indicating the purpose to render it 
possible, that such merchandise, or any part 
thereof, may be introduced, or attempted to be 
introduced, into the United States in violation 
of law, shall be liable to a penalty equal to twice 
the value of the merchandise but not less than 

$10,000, and the vessel from which the merchan-
dise is so unladen, and its cargo and such mer-
chandise, shall be seized and forfeited. 

(c) Penalty for unlawful transshipment to any 
vessel of United States 

The master of any vessel from a foreign port 
or place, or of a hovering vessel which has re-
ceived or delivered merchandise while outside 
the territorial sea, who allows any merchandise 
(including sea stores) destined to the United 
States, the importation of which into the United 
States is prohibited, or which consists of any 
spirits, wines, or other alcoholic liquors, to be 
unladen, without permit to unlade, at any place 
upon the high seas adjacent to the customs wa-
ters of the United States, to be transshipped to 
or placed in or received on any vessel of the 
United States or any other vessel which is 
owned by any person a citizen of, or domiciled 
in, the United States, or any corporation incor-
porated in the United States, shall be liable to 
a penalty equal to twice the value of the mer-
chandise but not less than $10,000, and the vessel 
from which the merchandise is so unladen, and 
its cargo and such merchandise, shall be seized 
and forfeited. 

(d) Liability of master of receiving vessel in un-
lawful transshipment 

If any merchandise (including sea stores) un-
laden in violation of the provisions of this sec-
tion is transshipped to or placed in or received 
on any other vessel, the master of the vessel on 
which such merchandise is placed, and any per-
son aiding or assisting therein, shall be liable to 
a penalty equal to twice the value of the mer-
chandise, but not less than $10,000, and such ves-
sel, and its cargo and such merchandise, shall be 
seized and forfeited. 

(e) Imprisonment of persons aiding in unlawful 
unlading or transshipment 

Whoever, at any place, if a citizen of the 
United States, or at any place in the United 
States or within customs waters, if a foreign na-
tional, shall engage or aid or assist in any un-
lading or transshipment of any merchandise in 
consequence of which any vessel becomes sub-
ject to forfeiture under the provisions of this 
section shall, in addition to any other penalties 
provided by law, be liable to imprisonment for 
not more than 15 years. 

(f) Unlading or transshipment because of acci-
dent, stress of weather, etc. 

Whenever any part of the cargo or stores of a 
vessel has been unladen or transshipped because 
of accident, stress of weather, or other neces-
sity, the master of such vessel and the master of 
any vessel to which such cargo or stores has 
been transshipped shall, as soon as possible 
thereafter, notify the Customs Service at the 
district within which such unlading or trans-
shipment has occurred, or the Customs Service 
at the district at which such vessel shall first 
arrive thereafter, and shall furnish proof that 
such unlading or transshipment was made nec-
essary by accident, stress of weather, or other 
unavoidable cause, and if the Customs Service is 
satisfied that the unlading or transshipment was 
in fact due to accident, stress of weather, or 
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