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§ 443a. Conveyance to Indian tribes of federally 
owned buildings, improvements, or facilities; 
disposition of property by Indians; forfeiture; 
‘‘Indian’’ defined 

The Secretary of the Interior at the request of 
any Indian tribe, band, or group is authorized to 
convey to such Indian tribe, band, or group, by 
such means as he may deem appropriate, title to 
any federally owned buildings, improvements, or 
facilities (including any personal property used 
in connection with such buildings, improve-
ments, or facilities) that are situated on lands of 
such tribe, band, or group or on lands reserved 
for the administration of its affairs, and that 
are no longer required by the Secretary for the 
administration of Indian affairs. Any tribe, 
band, or group to which property is conveyed 
pursuant to this section may dispose of such 
property whenever its governing body deter-
mines that the property is no longer needed for 
its use. If, at any time while property conveyed 
pursuant to this section remains in the owner-
ship of any Indian tribe, band, or group, the Sec-
retary of the Interior determines that such prop-
erty is not being adequately maintained or prop-
erly utilized by such tribe, band, or group or 
that the property creates a health or safety haz-
ard or other undesirable condition, he may de-
clare a forfeiture of the conveyance and the title 
to such property shall thereupon revert to the 
United States. Such determination by the Sec-
retary shall be final. 

For the purpose of this section, the term ‘‘In-
dian’’ shall include Eskimos and Aleuts. 

(Aug. 6, 1956, ch. 979, 70 Stat. 1057.) 

§ 443b. Indian goods and supplies 

Payment for transportation of Indian goods 
and supplies shall include all Indian transpor-
tation lawfully due such land-grant railroads as 
have not received aid in Government bonds (to 
be adjusted in accordance with the decisions of 
the Supreme Court in cases decided under such 
land-grant Acts), but in no case shall more than 
50 per centum of full amount of service be paid 
to said land-grant roads: Provided, That such 
compensation shall be computed upon the basis 
of the tariff or lower special rates for like trans-
portation performed for the public at large, and 
shall be accepted as in full for all demands for 
such service: Provided further, That on and after 
April 30, 1908 in expending money appropriated 
for this purpose a railroad company which has 
not received aid in bonds of the United States, 
and which obtained a grant of public lands to 
aid in the construction of its railroad on condi-
tion that such railroad should be a post route 
and military road, subject to the use of the 
United States for postal, military, naval, and 
other Government services, and also subject to 
such regulations as Congress may impose, re-
stricting the charge for such government trans-
portation, having claims against the United 
States for transportation of Indian goods and 
supplies over such aided railroads, shall be paid 
out of the moneys appropriated for such purpose 
only on the basis of such rate for the transpor-
tation of such Indian goods and supplies as the 
Secretary of the Interior shall deem just and 
reasonable under the provisions set forth herein, 

such rate not to exceed 50 per centum of the 
compensation for such Government transpor-
tation as shall at that time be charged to and 
paid by private parties to any such company for 
like and similar transportation; and the amount 
so fixed to be paid shall be accepted as in full for 
all demands for such service. 

(Apr. 30, 1908, ch. 153, 35 Stat. 73.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 93 of Title 

45, Railroads. 

§§ 444 to 449. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1954, ch. 658, § 5, 
68 Stat. 675 

Sections, act Apr. 3, 1952, ch. 129, §§ 1–6, 66 Stat. 35, re-

lated to Indian hospital services and facilities. See sec-

tion 2001 et seq. of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-

fare. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective July 1, 1959, see section 6 of act Aug. 

5, 1954, set out as an Effective Date note under section 

2001 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

SUBCHAPTER II—INDIAN SELF-DETER-
MINATION AND EDUCATION ASSISTANCE 

§ 450. Congressional statement of findings 

(a) Findings respecting historical and special 
legal relationship, and resultant responsibil-
ities 

The Congress, after careful review of the Fed-
eral Government’s historical and special legal 
relationship with, and resulting responsibilities 
to, American Indian people, finds that— 

(1) the prolonged Federal domination of In-
dian service programs has served to retard 
rather than enhance the progress of Indian 
people and their communities by depriving In-
dians of the full opportunity to develop leader-
ship skills crucial to the realization of self- 
government, and has denied to the Indian peo-
ple an effective voice in the planning and im-
plementation of programs for the benefit of In-
dians which are responsive to the true needs of 
Indian communities; and 

(2) the Indian people will never surrender 
their desire to control their relationships both 
among themselves and with non-Indian gov-
ernments, organizations, and persons. 

(b) Further findings 

The Congress further finds that— 
(1) true self-determination in any society of 

people is dependent upon an educational proc-
ess which will insure the development of quali-
fied people to fulfill meaningful leadership 
roles; 

(2) the Federal responsibility for and assist-
ance to education of Indian children has not 
effected the desired level of educational 
achievement or created the diverse opportuni-
ties and personal satisfaction which education 
can and should provide; and 

(3) parental and community control of the 
educational process is of crucial importance to 
the Indian people. 

(Pub. L. 93–638, § 2, Jan. 4, 1975, 88 Stat. 2203.) 

SHORT TITLE OF 2000 AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 106–568, title VIII, § 801, Dec. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 

2916, provided that: ‘‘This title [amending sections 450l, 
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