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§ 443a. Conveyance to Indian tribes of federally 
owned buildings, improvements, or facilities; 
disposition of property by Indians; forfeiture; 
‘‘Indian’’ defined 

The Secretary of the Interior at the request of 
any Indian tribe, band, or group is authorized to 
convey to such Indian tribe, band, or group, by 
such means as he may deem appropriate, title to 
any federally owned buildings, improvements, or 
facilities (including any personal property used 
in connection with such buildings, improve-
ments, or facilities) that are situated on lands of 
such tribe, band, or group or on lands reserved 
for the administration of its affairs, and that 
are no longer required by the Secretary for the 
administration of Indian affairs. Any tribe, 
band, or group to which property is conveyed 
pursuant to this section may dispose of such 
property whenever its governing body deter-
mines that the property is no longer needed for 
its use. If, at any time while property conveyed 
pursuant to this section remains in the owner-
ship of any Indian tribe, band, or group, the Sec-
retary of the Interior determines that such prop-
erty is not being adequately maintained or prop-
erly utilized by such tribe, band, or group or 
that the property creates a health or safety haz-
ard or other undesirable condition, he may de-
clare a forfeiture of the conveyance and the title 
to such property shall thereupon revert to the 
United States. Such determination by the Sec-
retary shall be final. 

For the purpose of this section, the term ‘‘In-
dian’’ shall include Eskimos and Aleuts. 

(Aug. 6, 1956, ch. 979, 70 Stat. 1057.) 

§ 443b. Indian goods and supplies 

Payment for transportation of Indian goods 
and supplies shall include all Indian transpor-
tation lawfully due such land-grant railroads as 
have not received aid in Government bonds (to 
be adjusted in accordance with the decisions of 
the Supreme Court in cases decided under such 
land-grant Acts), but in no case shall more than 
50 per centum of full amount of service be paid 
to said land-grant roads: Provided, That such 
compensation shall be computed upon the basis 
of the tariff or lower special rates for like trans-
portation performed for the public at large, and 
shall be accepted as in full for all demands for 
such service: Provided further, That on and after 
April 30, 1908 in expending money appropriated 
for this purpose a railroad company which has 
not received aid in bonds of the United States, 
and which obtained a grant of public lands to 
aid in the construction of its railroad on condi-
tion that such railroad should be a post route 
and military road, subject to the use of the 
United States for postal, military, naval, and 
other Government services, and also subject to 
such regulations as Congress may impose, re-
stricting the charge for such government trans-
portation, having claims against the United 
States for transportation of Indian goods and 
supplies over such aided railroads, shall be paid 
out of the moneys appropriated for such purpose 
only on the basis of such rate for the transpor-
tation of such Indian goods and supplies as the 
Secretary of the Interior shall deem just and 
reasonable under the provisions set forth herein, 

such rate not to exceed 50 per centum of the 
compensation for such Government transpor-
tation as shall at that time be charged to and 
paid by private parties to any such company for 
like and similar transportation; and the amount 
so fixed to be paid shall be accepted as in full for 
all demands for such service. 

(Apr. 30, 1908, ch. 153, 35 Stat. 73.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 93 of Title 

45, Railroads. 

§§ 444 to 449. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1954, ch. 658, § 5, 
68 Stat. 675 

Sections, act Apr. 3, 1952, ch. 129, §§ 1–6, 66 Stat. 35, re-

lated to Indian hospital services and facilities. See sec-

tion 2001 et seq. of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-

fare. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective July 1, 1959, see section 6 of act Aug. 

5, 1954, set out as an Effective Date note under section 

2001 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

SUBCHAPTER II—INDIAN SELF-DETER-
MINATION AND EDUCATION ASSISTANCE 

§ 450. Congressional statement of findings 

(a) Findings respecting historical and special 
legal relationship, and resultant responsibil-
ities 

The Congress, after careful review of the Fed-
eral Government’s historical and special legal 
relationship with, and resulting responsibilities 
to, American Indian people, finds that— 

(1) the prolonged Federal domination of In-
dian service programs has served to retard 
rather than enhance the progress of Indian 
people and their communities by depriving In-
dians of the full opportunity to develop leader-
ship skills crucial to the realization of self- 
government, and has denied to the Indian peo-
ple an effective voice in the planning and im-
plementation of programs for the benefit of In-
dians which are responsive to the true needs of 
Indian communities; and 

(2) the Indian people will never surrender 
their desire to control their relationships both 
among themselves and with non-Indian gov-
ernments, organizations, and persons. 

(b) Further findings 

The Congress further finds that— 
(1) true self-determination in any society of 

people is dependent upon an educational proc-
ess which will insure the development of quali-
fied people to fulfill meaningful leadership 
roles; 

(2) the Federal responsibility for and assist-
ance to education of Indian children has not 
effected the desired level of educational 
achievement or created the diverse opportuni-
ties and personal satisfaction which education 
can and should provide; and 

(3) parental and community control of the 
educational process is of crucial importance to 
the Indian people. 

(Pub. L. 93–638, § 2, Jan. 4, 1975, 88 Stat. 2203.) 

SHORT TITLE OF 2000 AMENDMENTS 

Pub. L. 106–568, title VIII, § 801, Dec. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 

2916, provided that: ‘‘This title [amending sections 450l, 
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458cc, 1407, and 3207 of this title and sections 5604, 5608, 

and 5609 of Title 20, Education, and repealing section 84 

of this title and sections 438 and 439 of Title 18, Crimes 

and Criminal Procedure] may be cited as the ‘Native 

American Laws Technical Corrections Act of 2000’.’’ 

Pub. L. 106–568, title XIII, § 1301, Dec. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 

2936, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting part F 

(§ 458bbb et seq.) of this subchapter] may be cited as the 

‘American Indian Education Foundation Act of 2000’.’’ 

Pub. L. 106–260, § 1, Aug. 18, 2000, 114 Stat. 711, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting part E (§ 458aaa et seq.) 

of this subchapter, amending sections 450f, 450j, and 

450j–1 of this title, enacting provisions set out as notes 

under sections 450f and 458aaa of this title, and repeal-

ing provisions set out as a note under section 450f of 

this title] may be cited as the ‘Tribal Self-Governance 

Amendments of 2000’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–413, § 1, Oct. 25, 1994, 108 Stat. 4250, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting part D (§ 458aa et seq.) 

of this subchapter and section 450l of this title, amend-

ing sections 450b, 450c, 450e, 450f, 450j to 450k, 450m, and 

450m–1 of this title, and enacting provisions set out as 

notes under this section and section 458aa of this title] 

may be cited as the ‘Indian Self-Determination Act 

Amendments of 1994’.’’ 

Pub. L. 103–413, title I, § 101, Oct. 25, 1994, 108 Stat. 

4250, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting section 450l of 

this title and amending sections 450b, 450c, 450e, 450f, 

450j to 450k, 450m, and 450m–1 of this title] may be cited 

as the ‘Indian Self-Determination Contract Reform Act 

of 1994’.’’ 

Pub. L. 103–413, title II, § 201, Oct. 25, 1994, 108 Stat. 

4270, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting part D (§ 458aa 

et seq.) of this subchapter and provisions set out as 

notes under section 458aa of this title] may be cited as 

the ‘Tribal Self-Governance Act of 1994’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 101–644, title II, § 201, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 

4665, provided that: ‘‘This title [amending sections 450b, 

450c, 450f, 450h, 450j, 450j–1, and 450k of this title and en-

acting provisions set out as a note under section 450h 

of this title] may be cited as the ‘Indian Self-Deter-

mination and Education Assistance Act Amendments 

of 1990’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–472, title I, § 101, Oct. 5, 1988, 102 Stat. 2285, 

provided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 450j–1 and 

450m–1 of this title, amending sections 13a, 450a to 450c, 

450f to 450j, 450k, and 450n of this title, sections 3371 and 

3372 of Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-

ees, sections 2004b and 4762 of Title 42, The Public 

Health and Welfare, and section 456 of the Appendix to 

Title 50, War and National Defense, transferring section 

450l of this title to section 450c(f) of this title, and en-

acting provisions set out as notes under this section 

and section 450f of this title] may be cited as the ‘In-

dian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act 

Amendments of 1988’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 93–638 provided: ‘‘That this Act 

[enacting this subchapter, section 13a of this title, and 

section 2004b of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-

fare, amending section 3371 of Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees, section 4762 of Title 42, and 

section 456 of Title 50, Appendix, War and National De-

fense, and enacting provisions set out as notes under 

sections 450f, 455, and 457 of this title] may be cited as 

the ‘Indian Self-Determination and Education Assist-

ance Act’.’’ 

Section 101 of title I of Pub. L. 93–638 provided that: 

‘‘This title [enacting part A (§ 450f et seq.) of this sub-

chapter and section 2004b of Title 42, The Public Health 

and Welfare, and amending section 3371 of Title 5, Gov-

ernment Organization and Employees, section 4762 of 

Title 42, and section 456 of the Appendix to Title 50, 

War and National Defense] may be cited as the ‘Indian 

Self-Determination Act’.’’ 

Section 201 of title II of Pub. L. 93–638 provided that: 

‘‘This title [enacting part C (§ 458 et seq.) of this sub-

chapter, sections 455 to 457 of this title, and provisions 

set out as a note under section 457 of this title] may be 

cited as the ‘Indian Education Assistance Act’.’’ 

SAVINGS PROVISIONS 

Pub. L. 100–472, title II, § 210, Oct. 5, 1988, 102 Stat. 

2298, provided that: ‘‘Nothing in this Act [see Short 

Title of 1988 Amendment note above] shall be construed 

as— 

‘‘(1) affecting, modifying, diminishing, or otherwise 

impairing the sovereign immunity from suit enjoyed 

by an Indian tribe; or 

‘‘(2) authorizing or requiring the termination of any 

existing trust responsibility of the United States 

with respect to Indian people.’’ 

SEVERABILITY 

Pub. L. 100–472, title II, § 211, Oct. 5, 1988, 102 Stat. 

2298, provided that: ‘‘If any provision of this Act [see 

Short Title of 1988 Amendment note above] or the ap-

plication thereof to any Indian tribe, entity, person or 

circumstance is held invalid, neither the remainder of 

this Act, nor the application of any provisions herein 

to other Indian tribes, entities, persons, or circum-

stances, shall be affected thereby.’’ 

CONSULTATION WITH ALASKA NATIVE CORPORATIONS 

Pub. L. 108–199, div. H, § 161, Jan. 23, 2004, 118 Stat. 452, 

as amended by Pub. L. 108–447, div. H, title V, § 518, Dec. 

8, 2004, 118 Stat. 3267, provided that: ‘‘The Director of 

the Office of Management and Budget and all Federal 

agencies shall hereafter consult with Alaska Native 

corporations on the same basis as Indian tribes under 

Executive Order No. 13175 [set out below].’’ 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 13084 

Ex. Ord. No. 13084, May 14, 1998, 63 F.R. 27655, which 

provided for agencies to establish regular and meaning-

ful consultation and collaboration with Indian tribal 

governments in the development of regulatory prac-

tices on Federal matters that significantly or uniquely 

affect their communities, to reduce the imposition of 

unfunded mandates upon Indian tribal governments, 

and to streamline the application process for and in-

crease the availability of waivers to Indian tribal gov-

ernments, was revoked, effective 60 days after Nov. 6, 

2000, by Ex. Ord. No. 13175, § 9(c), Nov. 6, 2000, 65 F.R. 

67251, set out below. 

EX. ORD. NO. 13175. CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION 

WITH INDIAN TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS 

Ex. Ord. No. 13175, Nov. 6, 2000, 65 F.R. 67249, provided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 

Constitution and the laws of the United States of 

America, and in order to establish regular and mean-

ingful consultation and collaboration with tribal offi-

cials in the development of Federal policies that have 

tribal implications, to strengthen the United States 

government-to-government relationships with Indian 

tribes, and to reduce the imposition of unfunded man-

dates upon Indian tribes; it is hereby ordered as fol-

lows: 

SECTION 1. Definitions. For purposes of this order: 

(a) ‘‘Policies that have tribal implications’’ refers to 

regulations, legislative comments or proposed legisla-

tion, and other policy statements or actions that have 

substantial direct effects on one or more Indian tribes, 

on the relationship between the Federal Government 

and Indian tribes, or on the distribution of power and 

responsibilities between the Federal Government and 

Indian tribes. 

(b) ‘‘Indian tribe’’ means an Indian or Alaska Native 

tribe, band, nation, pueblo, village, or community that 

the Secretary of the Interior acknowledges to exist as 
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an Indian tribe pursuant to the Federally Recognized 

Indian Tribe List Act of 1994, 25 U.S.C. 479a. 
(c) ‘‘Agency’’ means any authority of the United 

States that is an ‘‘agency’’ under 44 U.S.C. 3502(1), 

other than those considered to be independent regu-

latory agencies, as defined in 44 U.S.C. 3502(5). 
(d) ‘‘Tribal officials’’ means elected or duly appointed 

officials of Indian tribal governments or authorized 

intertribal organizations. 
SEC. 2. Fundamental Principles. In formulating or im-

plementing policies that have tribal implications, 

agencies shall be guided by the following fundamental 

principles: 
(a) The United States has a unique legal relationship 

with Indian tribal governments as set forth in the Con-

stitution of the United States, treaties, statutes, Exec-

utive Orders, and court decisions. Since the formation 

of the Union, the United States has recognized Indian 

tribes as domestic dependent nations under its protec-

tion. The Federal Government has enacted numerous 

statutes and promulgated numerous regulations that 

establish and define a trust relationship with Indian 

tribes. 
(b) Our Nation, under the law of the United States, in 

accordance with treaties, statutes, Executive Orders, 

and judicial decisions, has recognized the right of In-

dian tribes to self-government. As domestic dependent 

nations, Indian tribes exercise inherent sovereign pow-

ers over their members and territory. The United 

States continues to work with Indian tribes on a gov-

ernment-to-government basis to address issues con-

cerning Indian tribal self-government, tribal trust re-

sources, and Indian tribal treaty and other rights. 
(c) The United States recognizes the right of Indian 

tribes to self-government and supports tribal sov-

ereignty and self-determination. 
SEC. 3. Policymaking Criteria. In addition to adhering 

to the fundamental principles set forth in section 2, 

agencies shall adhere, to the extent permitted by law, 

to the following criteria when formulating and imple-

menting policies that have tribal implications: 
(a) Agencies shall respect Indian tribal self-govern-

ment and sovereignty, honor tribal treaty and other 

rights, and strive to meet the responsibilities that arise 

from the unique legal relationship between the Federal 

Government and Indian tribal governments. 
(b) With respect to Federal statutes and regulations 

administered by Indian tribal governments, the Federal 

Government shall grant Indian tribal governments the 

maximum administrative discretion possible. 
(c) When undertaking to formulate and implement 

policies that have tribal implications, agencies shall: 
(1) encourage Indian tribes to develop their own poli-

cies to achieve program objectives; 
(2) where possible, defer to Indian tribes to establish 

standards; and 
(3) in determining whether to establish Federal 

standards, consult with tribal officials as to the need 

for Federal standards and any alternatives that would 

limit the scope of Federal standards or otherwise pre-

serve the prerogatives and authority of Indian tribes. 
SEC. 4. Special Requirements for Legislative Proposals. 

Agencies shall not submit to the Congress legislation 

that would be inconsistent with the policymaking cri-

teria in Section 3. 
SEC. 5. Consultation. (a) Each agency shall have an ac-

countable process to ensure meaningful and timely 

input by tribal officials in the development of regu-

latory policies that have tribal implications. Within 30 

days after the effective date of this order, the head of 

each agency shall designate an official with principal 

responsibility for the agency’s implementation of this 

order. Within 60 days of the effective date of this order, 

the designated official shall submit to the Office of 

Management and Budget (OMB) a description of the 

agency’s consultation process. 
(b) To the extent practicable and permitted by law, 

no agency shall promulgate any regulation that has 

tribal implications, that imposes substantial direct 

compliance costs on Indian tribal governments, and 

that is not required by statute, unless: 

(1) funds necessary to pay the direct costs incurred by 

the Indian tribal government or the tribe in complying 

with the regulation are provided by the Federal Gov-

ernment; or 
(2) the agency, prior to the formal promulgation of 

the regulation, 
(A) consulted with tribal officials early in the proc-

ess of developing the proposed regulation; 
(B) in a separately identified portion of the pre-

amble to the regulation as it is to be issued in the 

Federal Register, provides to the Director of OMB a 

tribal summary impact statement, which consists of 

a description of the extent of the agency’s prior con-

sultation with tribal officials, a summary of the na-

ture of their concerns and the agency’s position sup-

porting the need to issue the regulation, and a state-

ment of the extent to which the concerns of tribal of-

ficials have been met; and 
(C) makes available to the Director of OMB any 

written communications submitted to the agency by 

tribal officials. 
(c) To the extent practicable and permitted by law, 

no agency shall promulgate any regulation that has 

tribal implications and that preempts tribal law unless 

the agency, prior to the formal promulgation of the 

regulation, 
(1) consulted with tribal officials early in the process 

of developing the proposed regulation; 
(2) in a separately identified portion of the preamble 

to the regulation as it is to be issued in the Federal 

Register, provides to the Director of OMB a tribal sum-

mary impact statement, which consists of a description 

of the extent of the agency’s prior consultation with 

tribal officials, a summary of the nature of their con-

cerns and the agency’s position supporting the need to 

issue the regulation, and a statement of the extent to 

which the concerns of tribal officials have been met; 

and 
(3) makes available to the Director of OMB any writ-

ten communications submitted to the agency by tribal 

officials. 
(d) On issues relating to tribal self-government, trib-

al trust resources, or Indian tribal treaty and other 

rights, each agency should explore and, where appro-

priate, use consensual mechanisms for developing regu-

lations, including negotiated rulemaking. 
SEC. 6. Increasing Flexibility for Indian Tribal Waivers. 
(a) Agencies shall review the processes under which 

Indian tribes apply for waivers of statutory and regu-

latory requirements and take appropriate steps to 

streamline those processes. 
(b) Each agency shall, to the extent practicable and 

permitted by law, consider any application by an In-

dian tribe for a waiver of statutory or regulatory re-

quirements in connection with any program adminis-

tered by the agency with a general view toward in-

creasing opportunities for utilizing flexible policy ap-

proaches at the Indian tribal level in cases in which the 

proposed waiver is consistent with the applicable Fed-

eral policy objectives and is otherwise appropriate. 
(c) Each agency shall, to the extent practicable and 

permitted by law, render a decision upon a complete 

application for a waiver within 120 days of receipt of 

such application by the agency, or as otherwise pro-

vided by law or regulation. If the application for waiver 

is not granted, the agency shall provide the applicant 

with timely written notice of the decision and the rea-

sons therefor. 
(d) This section applies only to statutory or regu-

latory requirements that are discretionary and subject 

to waiver by the agency. 
SEC. 7. Accountability. 
(a) In transmitting any draft final regulation that 

has tribal implications to OMB pursuant to Executive 

Order 12866 of September 30, 1993 [5 U.S.C. 601 note], 

each agency shall include a certification from the offi-

cial designated to ensure compliance with this order 

stating that the requirements of this order have been 

met in a meaningful and timely manner. 
(b) In transmitting proposed legislation that has trib-

al implications to OMB, each agency shall include a 
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certification from the official designated to ensure 

compliance with this order that all relevant require-

ments of this order have been met. 

(c) Within 180 days after the effective date of this 

order the Director of OMB and the Assistant to the 

President for Intergovernmental Affairs shall confer 

with tribal officials to ensure that this order is being 

properly and effectively implemented. 

SEC. 8. Independent Agencies. Independent regulatory 

agencies are encouraged to comply with the provisions 

of this order. 

SEC. 9. General Provisions. (a) This order shall supple-

ment but not supersede the requirements contained in 

Executive Order 12866 (Regulatory Planning and Re-

view) [5 U.S.C. 601 note], Executive Order 12988 (Civil 

Justice Reform) [28 U.S.C. 519 note], OMB Circular 

A–19, and the Executive Memorandum of April 29, 1994, 

on Government-to-Government Relations with Native 

American Tribal Governments [set out below]. 

(b) This order shall complement the consultation and 

waiver provisions in sections 6 and 7 of Executive Order 

13132 (Federalism) [5 U.S.C. 601 note]. 

(c) Executive Order 13084 (Consultation and Coordina-

tion with Indian Tribal Governments) is revoked at the 

time this order takes effect. 

(d) This order shall be effective 60 days after the date 

of this order. 

SEC. 10. Judicial Review. This order is intended only to 

improve the internal management of the executive 

branch, and is not intended to create any right, benefit, 

or trust responsibility, substantive or procedural, en-

forceable at law by a party against the United States, 

its agencies, or any person. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON. 

GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT RELATIONS WITH NATIVE 

AMERICAN TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS 

Memorandum of President of the United States, Apr. 

29, 1994, 59 F.R. 22951, provided: 

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive Depart-

ments and Agencies 

The United States Government has a unique legal re-

lationship with Native American tribal governments as 

set forth in the Constitution of the United States, trea-

ties, statutes, and court decisions. As executive depart-

ments and agencies undertake activities affecting Na-

tive American tribal rights or trust resources, such ac-

tivities should be implemented in a knowledgeable, 

sensitive manner respectful of tribal sovereignty. 

Today, as part of an historic meeting, I am outlining 

principles that executive departments and agencies, in-

cluding every component bureau and office, are to fol-

low in their interactions with Native American tribal 

governments. The purpose of these principles is to clar-

ify our responsibility to ensure that the Federal Gov-

ernment operates within a government-to-government 

relationship with federally recognized Native American 

tribes. I am strongly committed to building a more ef-

fective day-to-day working relationship reflecting re-

spect for the rights of self-government due the sov-

ereign tribal governments. 

In order to ensure that the rights of sovereign tribal 

governments are fully respected, executive branch ac-

tivities shall be guided by the following: 

(a) The head of each executive department and agen-

cy shall be responsible for ensuring that the depart-

ment or agency operates within a government-to-gov-

ernment relationship with federally recognized tribal 

governments. 

(b) Each executive department and agency shall con-

sult, to the greatest extent practicable and to the ex-

tent permitted by law, with tribal governments prior to 

taking actions that affect federally recognized tribal 

governments. All such consultations are to be open and 

candid so that all interested parties may evaluate for 

themselves the potential impact of relevant proposals. 

(c) Each executive department and agency shall as-

sess the impact of Federal Government plans, projects, 

programs, and activities on tribal trust resources and 

assure that tribal government rights and concerns are 

considered during the development of such plans, 

projects, programs, and activities. 

(d) Each executive department and agency shall take 

appropriate steps to remove any procedural impedi-

ments to working directly and effectively with tribal 

governments on activities that affect the trust prop-

erty and/or governmental rights of the tribes. 

(e) Each executive department and agency shall work 

cooperatively with other Federal departments and 

agencies to enlist their interest and support in coopera-

tive efforts, where appropriate, to accomplish the goals 

of this memorandum. 

(f) Each executive department and agency shall apply 

the requirements of Executive Orders Nos. 12875 (‘‘En-

hancing the Intergovernmental Partnership’’) [former 5 

U.S.C. 601 note] and 12866 (‘‘Regulatory Planning and 

Review’’) [5 U.S.C. 601 note] to design solutions and tai-

lor Federal programs, in appropriate circumstances, to 

address specific or unique needs of tribal communities. 

The head of each executive department and agency 

shall ensure that the department or agency’s bureaus 

and components are fully aware of this memorandum, 

through publication or other means, and that they are 

in compliance with its requirements. 

This memorandum is intended only to improve the 

internal management of the executive branch and is 

not intended to, and does not, create any right to ad-

ministrative or judicial review, or any other right or 

benefit or trust responsibility, substantive or proce-

dural, enforceable by a party against the United States, 

its agencies or instrumentalities, its officers or em-

ployees, or any other person. 

The Director of the Office of Management and Budget 

is authorized and directed to publish this memorandum 

in the Federal Register. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON. 

§ 450a. Congressional declaration of policy 

(a) Recognition of obligation of United States 

The Congress hereby recognizes the obligation 
of the United States to respond to the strong ex-
pression of the Indian people for self-determina-
tion by assuring maximum Indian participation 
in the direction of educational as well as other 
Federal services to Indian communities so as to 
render such services more responsive to the 
needs and desires of those communities. 

(b) Declaration of commitment 

The Congress declares its commitment to the 
maintenance of the Federal Government’s 
unique and continuing relationship with, and re-
sponsibility to, individual Indian tribes and to 
the Indian people as a whole through the estab-
lishment of a meaningful Indian self-determina-
tion policy which will permit an orderly transi-
tion from the Federal domination of programs 
for, and services to, Indians to effective and 
meaningful participation by the Indian people in 
the planning, conduct, and administration of 
those programs and services. In accordance with 
this policy, the United States is committed to 
supporting and assisting Indian tribes in the de-
velopment of strong and stable tribal govern-
ments, capable of administering quality pro-
grams and developing the economies of their re-
spective communities. 

(c) Declaration of national goal 

The Congress declares that a major national 
goal of the United States is to provide the quan-
tity and quality of educational services and op-
portunities which will permit Indian children to 
compete and excel in the life areas of their 
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