
Page 234 TITLE 25—INDIANS § 608a 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 101–301, § 1(b), amended sub-

sec. (c) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (c) read 

as follows: ‘‘In all cases in which the Secretary is ac-

quiring for the Yakima Tribes lands or interests in 

lands presently held in trust or under restrictions for 

the benefit of an individual Indian, title shall be taken 

in the name of the United States in trust for the Yak-

ima Tribes. In all cases in which land being purchased 

is presently held by the grantor in fee simple, title 

shall be taken for and held by the Yakima Tribes in fee 

and such land shall not, by reason of its being owned by 

the tribes, be exempt from taxation in accordance with 

the laws of the State of Washington.’’ 

Pub. L. 101–301, § 1(a)(3), repealed Pub. L. 100–581, § 213. 

See 1988 Amendment note below. 

1988—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–581, § 213, which directed 

the general amendment of subsec. (c) of Pub. L. 88–540, 

cited as a credit to this section, was repealed by Pub. 

L. 101–301, § 1(a)(3). 

1964—Pub. L. 88–540 amended section generally, and 

among other changes, permits acquisitions by gift or 

relinquishment, acquisition of any land within the res-

ervation or area ceded to the United States by the trea-

ty of June 9, 1855, sale of tribal land not only to tribe 

members, but also to Federal, State, or local govern-

ment for recreational, educational, civic, or other pub-

lic purposes, exchange of tribal land for any land with-

in the reservation or the ceded area, lands held in mul-

tiple ownership to be sold or exchanged upon the writ-

ten authorization of owners of at least a majority in-

terest in the lands or any lesser percentage that may 

be provided in a statute of general application, and 

title to land in fee status acquired by the tribes to be 

taken in fee status. 

§ 608a. Sale of tribal trust lands, etc. 

(a) Title subsequent to sale 

Title to tribal trust lands, interests, improve-
ments, or rights sold by the Secretary to indi-
vidual members of the Yakima Tribes or ex-
changed by the Secretary for lands held under 
trust patent or other restrictions against alien-
ation by individual members of the tribes and 
other Indians or for lands in heirship status 
shall be held by the United States in trust for 
the individual Indian or Indians concerned. 

(b) Credit of proceeds to tribal funds 

Sums derived from the sale of tribal trust 
lands interests, improvements, and rights shall 
be credited to the tribal funds of the Yakima 
Tribes. 

(July 28, 1955, ch. 423, § 2, 69 Stat. 393; Pub. L. 
88–540, § 2, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 Stat. 748.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of act Aug. 9, 1946, 

ch. 933, 60 Stat. 968, which comprises this subchapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1964—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 88–540 struck out provisions 

that title to lands, interests, improvements, or rights 

acquired under section 608 of this title by the Secretary 

for the Yakima Tribes through purchase or exchange 

shall be held by the United States in trust for the Yak-

ima Tribes. 

§ 608b. Rights of lessee 

(a) No transaction entered into under sections 
608 to 608c of this title shall affect, without the 
consent of the lessee, any lease of lands, inter-
ests, improvements, or rights involved in such 
transaction, or any right of the lessee with re-

spect to extension or renewal of such lease, 
which is in existence at the time such trans-
action is entered into. 

(b) Repealed, Pub. L. 88–540, § 3, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 
Stat. 748. 

(July 28, 1955, ch. 423, § 3, 69 Stat. 393; Pub. L. 
88–540, § 3, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 Stat. 748.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of act Aug. 9, 1946, 

ch. 933, 60 Stat. 968, which comprises this subchapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1964—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 88–540 repealed subsec. (b) 

which provided: ‘‘Nothing in sections 608–608c of this 

title shall affect the existing status of any lands, inter-

ests, improvements, or rights with respect to tax-

ation.’’ 

§ 608c. Regulations 

The Secretary is authorized to prescribe such 
regulations as may be necessary to carry out the 
purposes of sections 608 to 608c of this title. 

(July 28, 1955, ch. 423, § 4, 69 Stat. 393.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of act Aug. 9, 1946, 

ch. 933, 60 Stat. 968, which comprises this subchapter. 

§ 609. Action to determine title to judgment fund; 
claim of Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Reservation; jurisdiction of Court of Claims 

The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Res-
ervation, acting through the chairman of its 
business council, and the Yakima Tribes of Indi-
ans of the Yakima Reservation, acting through 
the chairman of its tribal council, for and on be-
half of said tribes and each and all their con-
stituent tribal groups, are each hereby author-
ized to commence or defend in the United States 
Court of Claims an action against each other 
making claims to a share in the funds that are 
on deposit in the Treasury of the United States 
to pay a judgment of the Indian Claims Commis-
sion dated April 5, 1965, in dockets numbered 161, 
222, and 224, and the interest on said funds; and 
jurisdiction is hereby conferred upon said court 
to hear such claims and to render judgment and 
decree thereon making such division of such 
funds and the interest on such funds, as may be 
just and fair in law and equity, between the Con-
federated Tribes of the Colville Reservation and 
its constituent tribal groups on the one hand, 
and the Yakima Tribes of Indians of the Yakima 
Reservation and its constituent tribal groups on 
the other hand. 

(Pub. L. 90–278, § 1, Mar. 30, 1968, 82 Stat. 69.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The United States Court of Claims, referred to in 

text, and the United States Court of Customs and Pat-

ent Appeals were merged effective Oct. 1, 1982, into a 

new United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Cir-

cuit by Pub. L. 97–164, Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 25, which 

also created a United States Claims Court [now United 

States Court of Federal Claims] that inherited the trial 

jurisdiction of the Court of Claims. See sections 48, 171 

et seq., 791 et seq., and 1491 et seq. of Title 28, Judiciary 

and Judicial Procedure. 

The Indian Claims Commission, referred to in text, 

was terminated on Sept. 30, 1978. See Codification note 

set out under former section 70 et seq. of this title. 
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CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of act Aug. 9, 1946, 

ch. 933, 60 Stat. 968, which comprises this subchapter. 

§ 609a. Tax exemption 

Any part of such funds that may be distrib-
uted per capita to the members of the tribes 
shall not be subject to Federal or State income 
tax. 

(Pub. L. 90–278, § 2, Mar. 30, 1968, 82 Stat. 69.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of act Aug. 9, 1946, 

ch. 933, 60 Stat. 968, which comprises this subchapter. 

§ 609b. Disposition of judgment fund; deductions; 
advances, expenditures, investments, or rein-
vestments for authorized purposes 

The funds appropriated by the Act of October 
31, 1965 (79 Stat. 1133, 1152), to pay judgments to 
the Yakima Tribes of the Yakima Reservation 
in Indian Claims Commission docket numbered 
47–A and 162, and by the Act of July 22, 1969 (83 
Stat. 49), in consolidated dockets 47 and 164, to-
gether with interests thereon, after payment of 
attorney fees and litigation expenses, may be 
advanced, expended, invested, or reinvested for 
any purpose that is authorized by the tribal gov-
erning body and approved by the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

(Pub. L. 91–413, § 1, Sept. 25, 1970, 84 Stat. 865.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of October 31, 1965, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 

89–309, Oct. 31, 1965, 79 Stat. 1133, 1152. That portion of 

the act which appropriated the funds referred to was 

not classified to the Code. 

The Indian Claims Commission, referred to in text, 

terminated Sept. 30, 1978. See Codification note set out 

under former section 70 et seq. of this title. 

Act of July 22, 1969, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 

91–47, July 22, 1969, 83 Stat. 49. That portion of the act 

which appropriated the funds referred to was not classi-

fied to the Code. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of act Aug. 9, 1946, 

ch. 933, 60 Stat. 968, which comprises this subchapter. 

§ 609b–1. Tax exemption; trusts and other proce-
dures for protection of minors and persons 
under legal disability 

Any part of such funds that may be distrib-
uted per capita under the provisions of section 
609b of this title and this section shall not be 
subject to Federal or State income tax; and any 
per capita share payable to a person under twen-
ty-one years of age or to a person under legal 
disability shall be paid in accordance with such 
procedures, including the establishment of 
trusts, as the Secretary determines will ade-
quately protect the best interest of such per-
sons. 

(Pub. L. 91–413, § 2, Sept. 25, 1970, 84 Stat. 865.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of act Aug. 9, 1946, 

ch. 933, 60 Stat. 968, which comprises this subchapter. 

§ 609c. Disbursement of minor’s share of judg-
ment funds 

(a) Definitions 

For purposes of this section and section 609c–1 
of this title, the term— 

(1) ‘‘tribe’’ means the Confederated Tribes 
and Bands of the Yakama Indian Nation or the 
Apache Tribe of the Mescalero Reservation; 

(2) ‘‘tribal governing body’’ means the gov-
erning body of a tribe or a committee of the 
members of such body designated by such body 
for purposes of this section and section 609c–1 
of this title; 

(3) ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of the 
Interior acting through (unless otherwise de-
termined by the Secretary) the Superintend-
ent of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Agency 
serving the tribe involved; 

(4) ‘‘minor’’ means a member of a tribe, or 
descendant of a member of a tribe, who has 
not attained the age of eighteen years and who 
has a minor’s share; 

(5) ‘‘minor’s share’’ means the per capita 
share of a judgment award, and the invest-
ment income accruing thereto, which is held 
in trust by the Secretary for a minor; and 

(6) ‘‘parent’’ means the biological or adop-
tive parent or parents, or other legal guardian, 
of a minor. 

(b) Disbursement to parent of minor 

Notwithstanding any provision of the Act of 
October 19, 1973 (87 Stat. 466) [25 U.S.C. 1401 et 
seq.], the Act of March 12, 1968 (82 Stat. 47), or 
any other law, or any regulation or plan promul-
gated pursuant thereto, the minor’s share of 
judgment funds heretofore or hereafter awarded 
by the Indian Claims Commission or the United 
States Court of Claims to a tribe may be dis-
bursed to a parent of such minor pursuant to 
this section and section 609c–1 of this title. 

(c) Disbursements under plan for best interest of 
minor 

The minor’s share of judgment funds may be 
disbursed in such amounts deemed necessary by 
such parent for the best interest of the minor for 
the minor’s health, education, welfare, and 
emergencies under a plan governing such funds 
for each minor (or a plan governing funds of all 
minors in a family) approved by the Secretary 
and the tribal governing body of the minor’s 
tribe. 

(d) Monthly reports 

The Secretary shall provide a monthly report 
to each tribal governing body which has ap-
proved one or more plans pursuant to subsection 
(c) of this section. Each such report shall in-
clude the amount and purpose of every disburse-
ment made during each month under such plans. 

(Pub. L. 95–433, § 1, Oct. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 1047; 
Pub. L. 103–435, § 17(b), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4573.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of October 19, 1973, referred to in subsec. (b), is 

Pub. L. 93–134, Oct. 19, 1973, 87 Stat. 466, as amended, 

known as the Indian Tribal Judgment Funds Use or 

Distribution Act, which is classified generally to chap-

ter 16 (§ 1401 et seq.) of this title. For complete classi-
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