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date with respect to furnishing of hospital care, nurs-
ing home care, and medical services for any veteran
who was furnished such care before Oct. 9, 1996, on the
basis of presumed exposure to a substance of radiation,
but only for treatment for disability for which such
care or services were furnished before Oct. 9, 1996, see
section 102(b) of Pub. L. 104-262, set out as a note under
section 1710 of this title.

RATIFICATION OF ACTIONS DURING PERIOD OF EXPIRED
AUTHORITY

Any action taken by Secretary of Veterans Affairs
before Feb. 13, 1996, under provision of law amended by
title I of Pub. L. 104-110 that was taken during period
beginning on date on which authority of Secretary
under such provision of law expired and ending on Feb.
13, 1996, considered to have same force and effect as if
such amendment had been in effect at time of that ac-
tion, see section 103 of Pub. L. 104-110, set out as a note
under section 1710 of this title.

DISABILITY OF VETERANS OF SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR

Section 101(g)(2) of Pub. L. 100-322, as amended by
Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(2), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406, pro-
vided that: ‘“‘Any disability of a veteran of the Spanish-
American War, upon application for outpatient medical
services under section 1712 or 1724 of title 38, United
States Code, shall be considered for the purposes there-
of to be a service-connected disabilty [sic] and, for the
purposes of section 1712(b) of such title, to be compen-
sable in degree.”’

PI1LOT PROGRAM OF MOBILE HEALTH-CARE CLINICS

Section 113 of Pub. L. 100-322 authorized Adminis-
trator of Veterans’ Affairs to conduct a pilot program
under which eligible veterans residing in areas which
are at least 100 miles from the nearest Veterans’ Ad-
ministration health-care facility are furnished health-
care services at a location convenient to their resi-
dences by Veterans’ Administration employees furnish-
ing such services through the use of appropriately
equipped mobile health-care clinics, provided that the
pilot program be conducted for a period of not less than
24 months, and required Administrator to submit to
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of Senate and House
of Representatives interim and final reports on the
project.

P1iLoT PROGRAM OF COMMUNITY-BASED RESIDENTIAL
CARE FOR HOMELESS CHRONICALLY MENTALLY ILL
AND OTHER VETERANS

Section 115(a)—(f) of Pub. L. 100-322, as amended by
Pub. L. 101-237, title II, §201(c), Dec. 18, 1989, 103 Stat.
2066; Pub. L. 102-83, §§5(c)(2), 6(j)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105
Stat. 406, 409; Pub. L. 102-405, title I, §107(h), Oct. 9,
1992, 106 Stat. 1978; Pub. L. 103-452, title I, §103(e), Nov.
2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4787; Pub. L. 104-110, title I, §102(a),
Feb. 13, 1996, 110 Stat. 769; Pub. L. 104-275, title VI,
§601(a), Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 3344, provided for a pilot
program to provide care and treatment in community-
based facilities to homeless veterans suffering from
chronic mental illness, prior to repeal by Pub. L.
105-114, title II, §202(c)(4), Nov. 21, 1997, 111 Stat. 2287.

REPORT ON TREATMENT AND SERVICES FOR
CHRONICALLY MENTALLY ILL VETERANS

Section 114 of Pub. L. 100-322 directed that the report
required by section 235 of Pub. L. 99-576 [see below] in-
clude additional information about veterans being
treated by the Veterans’ Administration for mental ill-
ness disabilities who were furnished hospital, domi-
ciliary, or nursing home care by the Administrator dur-
ing fiscal years 1986, 1987, and 1988, and extended the
deadline for submission of the report to not later than
Dec. 15, 1988.

Section 235 of Pub. L. 99-576 directed Administrator
to submit to Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of Senate
and House of Representatives not later than Dec. 15,
1987, a report on Administrator’s current use of author-
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ity to contract for care and treatment, and for rehabili-
tative services, for chronically mentally ill veterans
through various types of facilities and to furnish home
health services to such veterans in such veterans’
homes or in other settings in which they reside.

VETERANS DISCHARGED OR RELEASED FROM ACTIVE
SERVICE WHO REENTERED SUCH SERVICE WITHIN ONE
YEAR, AND WERE DISCHARGED OR RELEASED BEFORE
AUGUST 13, 1981

Section 103(c) of Pub. L. 97-72, as amended by Pub. L.
102-83, §5(c)(2), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406, provided that:
“ Section 1712(0)(1)(B)(iii)(I) [now
1712(a)(1)(B)(dii)(I), formerly 612(b)(1)(B)({ii)(I)] of title
38, United States Code, shall apply only to veterans dis-
charged or released from active military, naval, or air
service after August 12, 1981.
‘“(2) A veteran who before August 13, 1981—
‘““(A) was discharged or released from active mili-
tary, naval, or air service,
‘(B) reentered such service within one year after
the date of such discharge or release, and
“(C) was discharged or released from such subse-
quent service,
may be provided dental services and treatment in the
same manner as provided for in section 1712(b) [now
1712(a), formerly 612(b)] of title 38, United States Code,
if the veteran is otherwise eligible for such services and
treatment and if application for such services and
treatment is or was made within one year from the
date of such subsequent discharge or release.”’

STUDY OF HOME MODIFICATIONS FOR TOTALLY BLINDED
SERVICE-CONNECTED VETERANS; REPORT NOT LATER
THAN OCTOBER 1, 1979

Section 505 of Pub. L. 96-22 directed Administrator of
Veterans’® Affairs to submit a report to Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of Senate and House of Representa-
tives not later than Oct. 1, 1979, on needs of veterans
who are totally blind from service-connected causes for
home modifications the cost of which would exceed the
amount allowable for such purposes under subsec. (a) of
this section and on reasons why such veterans have not
applied for home health services.

ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS ON RESULTS OF REGULA-
TIONS PRESCRIBED TO CARRY OUT SPECIAL PRIOR-
ITIES IN FURNISHING MEDICAL SERVICES

Section 103(b) of Pub. L. 94-581, as amended by Pub.
L. 100-527, §10(1), Oct. 25, 1988, 102 Stat. 2640; Pub. L.
102-83, §5(c)(2), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406, provided that
not later than one year after Oct. 21, 1976, and annually
thereafter, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs was to re-
port to the Congress on the results of the regulations
prescribed to carry out former subsec. (i) of this sec-
tion.

NOTIFICATION TO ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS OF EXPANDED
CARE AND SERVICES AVAILABLE AS RESULT OF
AMENDMENTS BY VETERANS OMNIBUS HEALTH CARE
AcT oF 1976

Section 117(b) of Pub. L. 94-581 directed Adminis-
trator, not later than ninety days after Oct. 21, 1976, to
take all appropriate steps to ensure that each individ-
ual eligible for new or expanded services as a result of
amendments made by Veterans Omnibus Health Care
Act of 1976 (Pub. L. 94-581) was personally notified
about his or her eligibility and the way to secure care
and services and directed Administrator to send copies
of all notification forms to appropriate House and Sen-
ate committees, along with a description of how the
forms were distributed.

§1712A. Eligibility for readjustment counseling
and related mental health services

(a)(1)(A) Upon the request of any veteran re-
ferred to in subparagraph (B), the Secretary
shall furnish counseling to the veteran to assist
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the veteran in readjusting to civilian life. Such
counseling may include a general mental and
psychological assessment of the veteran to as-
certain whether such veteran has mental or psy-
chological problems associated with readjust-
ment to civilian life.
(B) Subparagraph (A) applies to the following
veterans:
(i) Any veteran who served on active duty—
(I) in a theater of combat operations (as
determined by the Secretary in consultation
with the Secretary of Defense) during the
Vietnam era; or
(IT) after May 7, 1975, in an area at a time
during which hostilities occurred in that
area.

(ii) Any veteran (other than a veteran cov-
ered by clause (i)) who served on active duty
during the Vietnam era who seeks or is fur-
nished such counseling before January 1, 2004.

(2)(A) Upon the request of any veteran (other
than a veteran covered by paragraph (1)) who
served in the active military, naval, or air serv-
ice in a theater of combat operations (as so de-
termined) during a period of war, or in any other
area during a period in which hostilities (as de-
fined in subparagraph (B)) occurred in such area,
the Secretary may furnish counseling to the
veteran to assist the veteran in readjusting to
civilian life.

(B) For the purposes of subparagraph (A), the
term ‘‘hostilities” means an armed conflict in
which the members of the Armed Forces are
subjected to danger comparable to the danger to
which members of the Armed Forces have been
subjected in combat with enemy armed forces
during a period of war, as determined by the
Secretary in consultation with the Secretary of
Defense.

(b)(1) If, on the basis of the assessment fur-
nished under subsection (a) of this section, a
physician or psychologist employed by the De-
partment (or, in areas where no such physician
or psychologist is available, a physician or psy-
chologist carrying out such function under a
contract or fee arrangement with the Secretary)
determines that the provision of mental health
services to such veteran is necessary to facili-
tate the successful readjustment of the veteran
to civilian life, such veteran shall, within the
limits of Department facilities, be furnished
such services on an outpatient basis. For the
purposes of furnishing such mental health serv-
ices, the counseling furnished under subsection
(a) of this section shall be considered to have
been furnished by the Department as a part of
hospital care. Any hospital care and other medi-
cal services considered necessary on the basis of
the assessment furnished under subsection (a) of
this section shall be furnished only in accord-
ance with the eligibility criteria otherwise set
forth in this chapter (including the eligibility
criteria set forth in section 1784 of this title).

(2) Mental health services furnished under
paragraph (1) of this subsection may, if deter-
mined to be essential to the effective treatment
and readjustment of the veteran, include such
consultation, counseling, training, services, and
expenses as are described in sections 1782 and
1783 of this title.
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[(c) Repealed. Pub. L. 104-262, title III, §331(b),
Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 3198.]

(d) The Under Secretary for Health may pro-
vide for such training of professional, para-
professional, and lay personnel as is necessary
to carry out this section effectively, and, in car-
rying out this section, may utilize the services
of paraprofessionals, individuals who are volun-
teers working without compensation, and indi-
viduals who are veteran-students (as described
in section 3485 of this title) in initial intake and
screening activities.

(e)(1) In furnishing counseling and related
mental health services under subsections (a) and
(b) of this section, the Secretary shall have
available the same authority to enter into con-
tracts with private facilities that is available to
the Secretary (under sections 1703(a)(2) and
1710(a)(1)(B) of this title) in furnishing medical
services to veterans suffering from total service-
connected disabilities.

(2) Before furnishing counseling or related
mental health services described in subsections
(a) and (b) of this section through a contract fa-
cility, as authorized by this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall approve (in accordance with criteria
which the Secretary shall prescribe by regula-
tion) the quality and effectiveness of the pro-
gram operated by such facility for the purpose
for which the counseling or services are to be
furnished.

(3) The authority of the Secretary to enter
into contracts under this subsection shall be ef-
fective for any fiscal year only to such extent or
in such amounts as are provided in appropria-
tion Acts.

(f) The Secretary, in cooperation with the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall take such action as the
Secretary considers appropriate to notify veter-
ans who may be eligible for assistance under
this section of such potential eligibility.

(2)(1)(A) Except as provided in subparagraph
(C) of this paragraph, the Secretary may close
or relocate a center in existence on January 1,
1988, only as described in the national plan re-
quired by paragraph (3) of this subsection (or in
a revision to such plan under paragraph (4) of
this subsection in which the closure or reloca-
tion of that center is proposed).

(B) A closure or relocation of a center which is
proposed in such national plan may be carried
out only after the end of the 120-day period be-
ginning on the date on which the national plan
is submitted. A closure or relocation of a center
not proposed in such plan may be carried out
only after the end of the 60-day period beginning
on the date the Secretary submits a revision to
such plan in which the closure or relocation of
that center is proposed.

(C) The Secretary may relocate a center in ex-
istence on January 1, 1988, without regard to the
national plan (including any revision to such
plan) if such relocation is to a new location
away from a Department general health-care fa-
cility when such relocation is necessitated by
circumstances beyond the control of the Depart-
ment. Such a relocation may be carried out only
after the end of the 30-day period beginning on
the date on which the Secretary notifies the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate
and the House of Representatives of the pro-
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posed relocation, of the circumstances making
it necessary, and of the reason for the selection
of the new site for the center.

(2)(A) Not later than April 1, 1988, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committees on Veter-
ans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the Secretary’s evalua-
tion of the effectiveness in helping to meet the
readjustment needs of veterans who served on
active duty during the Vietnam era of the read-
justment counseling and mental health services
provided pursuant to this section (and of out-
reach efforts with respect to such counseling
and services). Such report shall give particular
attention, in light of the results of the study re-
quired by section 102 of the Veterans’ Health
Care Amendments of 1983 (Public Law 98-160), to
the provision of such counseling and services to
veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder and
to the diagnosis and treatment of such disorder.

(B) The report required by subparagraph (A) of
this paragraph shall include—

(i) the opinion of the Secretary with respect
to (I) the extent to which the readjustment
needs of veterans who served on active duty
during the Vietnam era remain unmet, and (IT)
the extent to which the provision of readjust-
ment counseling services under this section in
centers is needed to meet such needs; and

(ii) in light of the opinion submitted pursu-
ant to clause (i) of this subparagraph, such
recommendations for amendments to this sub-
section and for other legislative and adminis-
trative action as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate.

(3)(A) The Secretary, after considering the rec-
ommendations of the Under Secretary for
Health, shall submit to such committees a re-
port setting forth a national plan for all centers
in existence on January 1, 1988. Such national
plan shall set forth the Secretary’s proposals as
to each such center for a period (to be deter-
mined by the Secretary) of not less than 12
months beginning on the date of the submission
of the report. The plan shall include, as to each
center, whether the Secretary proposes to relo-
cate the center to a general Department facil-
ity, relocate the center to a new location away
from a general Department facility, expand the
center in the same location, or close the center.
The plan shall also set forth any proposal of the
Secretary to open additional centers.

(B) The plan shall include the Secretary’s
evaluation as to how, in light of each of the cri-
teria described in subparagraph (C) of this para-
graph, the proposal set forth in the plan for each
center covered by the plan would ensure the
continued availability and effective furnishing
of readjustment counseling services to eligible
veterans needing such services in the geographic
area served by that center.

(C) The Secretary shall make the evaluation
described in subparagraph (B) of this paragraph
with respect to any center in light of the follow-
ing:
(i) The distribution of Vietnam-era veterans
in the geographic area served by the center
and the relationships between the location of
such center and the general Department facil-
ity and such distribution.

(ii) The distance between the center and the
general Department facility.
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(iii) The availability of other entities (such
as State, local, or private outreach facilities)
which provide assistance to Vietnam-era vet-
erans in the area served by the center.

(iv) The availability of transportation to,
and parking at, the center and the general De-
partment facility.

(v) The availability, cost, and suitability of
the space at the general Department facility.

(vi) The overall cost impact of the proposed
closure or relocation, including a comparison
of the recurring nonpersonnel costs of provid-
ing readjustment counseling to the same esti-
mated number of veterans at the center and
the general Department facility.

(vii) The workload trends over the two pre-
vious fiscal years, and projected over the next
fiscal year (or longer), at the center.

(viii) Such other factors as the Secretary de-
termines to be relevant to making the evalua-
tion described in subparagraph (B) of this
paragraph.

(D) For the purposes of this paragraph, the
term ‘‘general Department facility’ means a De-
partment facility which is not a center and at
which readjustment counseling would be fur-
nished in a particular geographic area upon the
closure or relocation of a center.

(4) After submitting the plan required by para-
graph (3) of this subsection, the Secretary may
submit to the committees a revision to such
plan in order to modify the proposal set forth in
the plan as to any center. Any such revision
shall include, with respect to each center ad-
dressed in the revision, a description of the Sec-
retary’s evaluation of the matters specified in
paragraphs (3)(B) and (3)(C) of this subsection.

(5) For purposes of determining a period of
time under paragraph (1)(B) of this subsection, if
the national plan (or a revision to the national
plan) is submitted to the committees during the
121-day period beginning 60 days before and end-
ing 60 days after the final day of a session of the
Congress, it shall be deemed to have been sub-
mitted on the sixty-first day after the final day
of such session.

[(h) Repealed. Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(6), Aug. 6,
1991, 105 Stat. 405.]

(i) For the purposes of this section:

(1) The term ‘‘center’” means a facility (in-
cluding a Resource Center designated under
subsection (h)(3)(A) of this section) which is
operated by the Department for the provision
of services under this section and which (A) is
situated apart from Department general
health-care facilities, or (B) was so situated
but has been relocated to a Department gen-
eral health-care facility.

(2) The term ‘‘Department general health-
care facility” means a health-care facility
which is operated by the Department for the
furnishing of health-care services under this
chapter, not limited to services provided
through the program established under this
section.

(Added Pub. L. 96-22, title I, §103(a)(1), June 13,
1979, 93 Stat. 48, §612A; amended Pub. L. 96-128,
title V, §501(b), Nov. 28, 1979, 93 Stat. 987; Pub. L.
97-72, title I, §104(a)(1), (b), Nov. 3, 1981, 95 Stat.
1049; Pub. L. 98-160, title I, §101, Nov. 21, 1983, 97
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Stat. 993; Pub. L. 99-166, title I, §§105, 106, Dec.
3, 1985, 99 Stat. 944, 945; Pub. L. 99-272, title XIX,
§§19011(d)(4), 19012(c)(3), Apr. 7, 1986, 100 Stat. 379,
382; Pub. L. 99-576, title II, §204, title VII, §702(6),
Oct. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 32565, 3302; Pub. L. 100-322,
title I, §107(a)—(e), May 20, 1988, 102 Stat. 494-496;
Pub. L. 100-687, div. B, title XV, §1501(a), Nov. 18,
1988, 102 Stat. 4132; Pub. L. 102-25, title III,
§334(d), Apr. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 89; Pub. L. 102-54,
§14(b)(11), June 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 283; renum-
bered §1712A and amended Pub. L. 102-83,
§§4(a)(3), (4), (D)D), (2)(E), (6), 5(a), (c)(1), Aug. 6,
1991, 105 Stat. 404-406; Pub. L. 102-405, title III,
§302(c)(1), Oct. 9, 1992, 106 Stat. 1984; Pub. L.
104-262, title I, §101(d)(b), title III, §331, Oct. 9,
1996, 110 Stat. 3180, 3197; Pub. L. 106-117, title II,
§205(a), Nov. 30, 1999, 113 Stat. 1563; Pub. L.
107-135, title II, §208(e)(3)(A), Jan. 23, 2002, 115
Stat. 2463.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 102 of the Veterans’ Health Care Amendments
of 1983, referred to in subsec. (2)(2)(A), is section 102 of
Pub. L. 98-160, title I, Nov. 21, 183, 97 Stat. 994, which
was formerly set out below.

AMENDMENTS

2002—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 107-135 substituted ‘‘section
1784 for ‘‘section 1711(b)”’ in par. (1) and ‘‘sections 1782
and 1783 for ‘‘section 1701(6)(B)’’ in par. (2).

1999—Subsec. (a)(1)(B)(ii). Pub. L. 106-117 substituted
“January 1, 2004 for ‘‘January 1, 2000”.

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-262, §331(a), amended
subsec. (a) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a)
read as follows:

‘“(a)(1) Upon the request of any veteran who served on
active duty during the Vietnam era, the Secretary
shall, within the limits of Department facilities, fur-
nish counseling to such veteran to assist such veteran
in readjusting to civilian life. Such counseling shall in-
clude a general mental and psychological assessment to
ascertain whether such veteran has mental or psycho-
logical problems associated with readjustment to civil-
ian life.

“(2)(A) The Secretary shall furnish counseling as de-
scribed in paragraph (1), upon request, to any veteran
who served on active duty after May 7, 1975, in an area
at a time during which hostilities occurred in such
area.

‘“(B) For the purposes of subparagraph (A) of this
paragraph, the term ‘hostilities’ means an armed con-
flict in which members of the Armed Forces are sub-
jected to danger comparable to the danger to which
members of the Armed Forces have been subjected in
combat with enemy armed forces during a period of
war, as determined by the Secretary in consultation
with the Secretary of Defense.”

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 104-262, §101(d)(5)(A), struck
out ‘‘under the conditions specified in section
1712(a)(5)(B) of this title’” after ‘‘furnished such services
on an outpatient basis’’.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 104-262, §331(b), struck out subsec.
(c) which read as follows: ‘“Upon receipt of a request for
counseling under this section from any individual who
has been discharged or released from active military,
naval, or air service but who is not eligible for such
counseling, the Secretary shall—

‘(1) provide referral services to assist such individ-
ual, to the maximum extent practicable, in obtaining
mental health care and services from sources outside
the Department; and

“(2) if pertinent, advise such individual of such in-
dividual’s rights to apply to the appropriate military,
naval, or air service and the Department for review of
such individual’s discharge or release from such serv-
ice.”

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 104-262, §101(d)(5)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘sections 1703(a)(2) and 1710(a)(1)(B)”’ for ‘‘sec-
tions 1712(a)(1)(B) and 1703(a)(2)”.
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1992—Subsecs. (d), (2)(3)(A). Pub. L. 102-405 sub-
stituted ‘‘Under Secretary for Health’ for ‘‘Chief Medi-
cal Director”.

1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a), renumbered section 612A of
this title as this section.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
‘“‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’ in par. (1).

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), substituted ‘“‘Department’’
for ‘““Veterans’ Administration’ in par. (1).

Pub. L. 102-25 designated existing provisions as par.
(1) and added par. (2).

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(1), substituted

“1712(a)(5)(B)” for 612(a)(5)(B)” and 1711(b)” for
“611(b)”’.
Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted ‘Sec-

retary’’ for ‘“‘Administrator’’.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), substituted ‘‘Department”’
for ‘“Veterans’ Administration’ wherever appearing.

Pub. L. 102-54 substituted ‘‘section 612(a)(5)(B)’’ for
“‘paragraph (1)(A)(ii) of section 612(f)".

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(1),
€1701(6)(B)” for ‘‘601(6)(B)”’.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
“Secretary” for ‘‘Administrator’ in introductory pro-
visions.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), substituted ‘“‘Department”’
for “Veterans’ Administration’ in pars. (1) and (2).

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(1), substituted ‘3485
for “1685"".

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 102-83, §5(c)(1), substituted
“1712(a)(1)(B) and 1703(a)(2)” for ‘612(a)(1)(B) and
603(a)(2)” in par. (1).

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
retary’” for “Administrator’ wherever appearing.

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
‘“‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’ in two places.

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
‘““‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’ and ‘‘Secretary’s’’ for
‘“‘Administrator’s’” wherever appearing.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), substituted ‘‘Department”’
for “Veterans’ Administration’ wherever appearing.

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(6), struck out subsec.
(h) which related to carrying out a pilot program to
provide and coordinate services to meet the readjust-
ment needs of veterans on active duty during the Viet-
nam era.

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), substituted
“Department” for ‘“‘Veterans’ Administration’ wher-
ever appearing.

1988—Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 100-322, §107(a), amended
par. (1) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) read as
follows: ‘“‘During the 24-month period ending on Sep-
tember 30, 1989, the Administrator shall take appro-
priate steps to ensure—

‘“(A) the orderly, gradual transition, by October 1,
1989, of that part of the program established under
this section for the provision of readjustment coun-
seling services by Veterans’ Administration person-
nel from a program providing such services primarily
through centers located in facilities situated apart
from the health-care facilities operated by the Veter-
ans’ Administration for the provision of other health-
care services under other provisions of this chapter to
a program providing readjustment counseling serv-
ices primarily through such health-care facilities;
and

‘(B) the continued availability after such date of
readjustment counseling and related mental health
services under this section to veterans eligible for the
provision of such counseling and services who request
such counseling.”

Subsec. (g)(1)(A). Pub. L. 100-687, §1501(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘Except as provided in subparagraph (C) of
this paragraph, the’’ for ‘““The’’.

Subsec. (g)(1)(C). Pub. L. 100-687, §1501(a)(2), added
subpar. (C).

Subsec. (g)(2)(A). Pub. L. 100-322, §107(b), substituted
‘‘April 1, 1988 for ‘“April 1, 1987 and struck out ‘‘(or,
if the study is not then completed, whatever informa-
tion from it is then available)” after ‘‘(Public Law
98-160)"".

substituted

“Sec-
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Subsec. (2)(2)(B)(i). Pub. L. 100-322, §107(e)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘in centers is needed’ for ‘‘in a program pro-
viding such services through facilities situated apart
from Veterans’ Administration health-care facilities is
needed”’.

Subsec. (2)(2)(B)(ii). Pub. L. 100-322, §107(e)(1)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘this subsection’” for ‘‘paragraph (1) of this
subsection’.

Subsec. (g)(3) to (5). Pub. L. 100-322, §107(c), added
pars. (3) to (5) and struck out former pars. (3) and (4)
which read as follows:

‘(3) Not later than July 1, 1987, the Administrator
shall submit to such committees a report containing a
description of the plans made and timetable for carry-
ing out paragraph (1) of this subsection. Such report
shall be prepared taking into consideration the results
of the study referred to in paragraph (2)(A) of this sub-
section (or, if the study is not then completed, what-
ever information from it is then available).

‘‘(4) Not later than February 1, 1989, the Adminis-
trator shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port on the experience under as much of the transition
as was carried out pursuant to paragraph (1) of this
subsection before September 30, 1988, including such
recommendations for legislative and administrative ac-
tion as the Administrator considers appropriate in
light of such experience.”’

Subsec. (h)(3)(B). Pub. L. 100-322, §107(e)(2)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘referred to as ‘Resource Centers’)” for ‘‘re-
ferred to as ‘Centers’)’’.

Subsec. (h)(4), (5). Pub. L. 100-322, §107(e)(2)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘Resource Center’’ for ‘‘Center’ wherever ap-
pearing.

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 100-322, §107(d), added subsec. (i).

1986—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 99-272, §19011(d)(4)(A),
substituted ‘‘paragraph (1)(A)(ii)” for ‘‘clause (1)(B)”.

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 99-272, §19012(c)(3), substituted
£603(a)(2)”’ for *601(4)(C)({i1)”.

Pub. L. 99-2172, §19011(d)(4)(B),
“612(a)(1)(B)”’ for “‘612(£)(2)’.

Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 99-576, §204(a), substituted ‘‘the
24-month period ending on September 30, 1989 for ‘‘the
twelve-month period ending on September 30, 1988’ in
introductory provision, and substituted ‘‘orderly, grad-
ual transition by October 1, 1989 for ‘‘orderly transi-
tion, by October 1, 1988’ in subpar. (A).

Subsec. (2)(2)(A). Pub. L. 99-576, §204(b)(1), inserted
“(Pub. L. 98-160) (or, if the study is not then completed,
whatever information from it is then available)’’ after
“‘the Veterans’ Health Care Amendments of 1983"".

Subsec. (2)(3). Pub. L. 99-576, §204(b)(2), inserted at
end ‘““‘Such report shall be prepared taking into consid-
eration the results of the study referred to in para-
graph (2)(A) of this subsection (or, if the study is not
then completed, whatever information from it is then
available).”

Subsec. (g)(4). Pub. L. 99-576, §204(c), added par. (4).

Subsec. (h)(3)(A)({). Pub. L. 99-576, §702(6), substituted
“December 3, 1985, for ‘‘the date of the enactment of
this section’.

1985—Subsec. (g)(1)(B). Pub. L. 99-166, §106, which di-
rected the substitution of ‘“‘who request such counsel-
ing”’ for ‘‘who requested counseling before such date’’,
was executed by making the substitution for the phrase
“who requested such counseling before such date’ to
reflect the probable intent of Congress.

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 99-166, §105, added subsec. (h).

1983—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98-160, §101(a), struck out
“if such veteran requests such counseling within two
years after the date of such veteran’s discharge or re-
lease from active duty, or by September 30, 1984, which-
ever is later” after ‘‘to assist such veteran in readjust-
ing to civilian life”.

Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 98-160, §101(b)(1), substituted
‘“‘September 30, 1988 for ‘‘September 30, 1984’ in provi-
sions preceding subpar. (A).

Subsec. (g)(1)(A). Pub. L. 98-160, §101(b)(1),
stituted ‘‘October 1, 1988’ for ‘‘October 1, 1984”°.

Subsec. (g)(2). Pub. L. 98-160, §101(b)(2), amended par.
(2) generally, designating existing provisions as subpar.

substituted

sub-
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(A), substituting ‘“Not later than April 1, 1987, the Ad-
ministrator shall submit to the Committees on Veter-
ans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of Representatives
a report on the Administrator’s evaluation of the effec-
tiveness in helping to meet the readjustment needs of
veterans who served on active duty during the Vietnam
era of the readjustment counseling and mental health
services provided pursuant to this section (and of out-
reach efforts with respect to such counseling and serv-
ices). Such report shall give particular attention, in
light of the results of the study required by section 102
of the Veterans’ Health Care Amendments of 1983, to
the provision of such counseling and services to veter-
ans with post-traumatic stress disorder and to the diag-
nosis and treatment of such disorder’ for ‘“‘Not later
than April 1, 1984, the Administrator shall submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
the House of Representatives a report on the plans
made and actions taken to carry out this subsection”,
and adding subpar. (B).

Subsec. (2)(3). Pub. L. 98-160, §101(b)(2), added par. (3).

1981—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97-72, §104(a)(1), substituted
‘“‘or by September 30, 1984’ for ‘‘or two years after the
effective date of this section”.

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 97-72, §104(b), added subsec. (g).

1979—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 96-128 substituted ‘‘title)”’
for ‘‘title),”.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT

Amendment by section 19011(d)(4) of Pub. L. 99-272 ap-
plicable to hospital care, nursing home care, and medi-
cal services furnished on or after July 1, 1986, see sec-
tion 19011(f) of Pub. L. 99-272, set out as a note under
section 1710 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT

Section 104(a)(2) of Pub. L. 97-72 provided that: ‘“The
amendment made by paragraph (1) [amending this sec-
tion] shall take effect as of October 1, 1981.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1979 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 96-128 effective Nov. 28, 1979,
see section 601(b) of Pub. L. 96-128, set out as a note
under section 1114 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 1979, see section 107 of Pub.
L. 96-22, set out as an Effective Date of 1979 Amend-
ment note under section 1701 of this title.

IMPROVEMENT AND EXPANSION OF MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES

Pub. L. 109-461, title II, §203, Dec. 22, 2006, 120 Stat.
3410, provided that:

‘“(a) REQUIRED CAPACITY FOR COMMUNITY-BASED OUT-
PATIENT CLINICS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall ensure that each community-based outpatient
clinic of the Department of Veterans Affairs has the
capacity to provide, or monitor the provision of, men-
tal health services to enrolled veterans who, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, are in need of such services.

‘“(2) SETTINGS.—In carrying out paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall ensure that mental health services
are provided through—

“(A) a community-based outpatient clinic of the

Department by an employee of the Department;

“(B) referral to another facility of the Depart-
ment;
“(C) contract with an appropriate mental health
professional in the community; or
‘(D) telemental health services.
““(b) CLINICAL TRAINING AND PROTOCOLS.—

‘(1) COLLABORATION.—The National Center on Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs shall collaborate with the Secretary of
Defense—

““(A) to enhance the clinical skills of military cli-
nicians on matters relating to post-traumatic
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stress disorder through training, treatment proto-

cols, web-based interventions, and the development

of evidence-based interventions; and

‘(B) to promote pre-deployment resilience and
post-deployment readjustment among members of
the Armed Forces serving in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom and Operation Enduring Freedom.

‘“(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are
authorized to be appropriated for the Department of
Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 2007 $2,000,000 to carry
out this subsection.

“‘(c) MENTAL HEALTH OUTREACH.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall—

‘(1) develop additional educational materials on
post-traumatic stress disorder; and

““(2) undertake additional efforts to educate veter-
ans about post-traumatic stress disorder.

“(d) REVIEW OF PTSD CLINICAL GUIDELINES.—The Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall—

‘(1) review the clinical guidelines of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs on post-traumatic stress
disorder and all appropriate protocols related to post-
traumatic stress disorder;

““(2) revise such guidelines and protocols as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to ensure that clinicians
are able to effectively distinguish between diagnoses
with similar symptoms that may manifest as post-
traumatic stress disorder, including traumatic brain
injury; and

‘“(3) develop performance measures for the treat-
ment of post-traumatic stress disorder among veter-
ans.”

EXPANSION OF TELEHEALTH SERVICES

Pub. L. 109-461, title II, §205, Dec. 22, 2006, 120 Stat.
3411, provided that:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall increase the number of facilities of the Readjust-
ment Counseling Service that are capable of providing
health services and counseling through telehealth link-
ages with facilities of the Veterans Health Administra-
tion.

“(b) PLAN.—Not later than July 1, 2007, the Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the House of Representatives a plan to implement the
requirement in subsection (a). The plan shall specify
which facilities of the Readjustment Counseling Serv-
ice will have the capabilities described in subsection (a)
as of the end of each of fiscal years 2007, 2008, and 2009.”’

EXPANSION OF OUTREACH ACTIVITIES OF VET CENTERS

Pub. L. 109-461, title II, §215, Dec. 22, 2006, 120 Stat.
3424, provided that:

‘‘(a) ADDITIONAL OUTREACH WORKERS.—The Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall employ not fewer than 100 vet-
erans for the purpose of providing outreach to veterans
on the availability of readjustment counseling and re-
lated mental health services for veterans under section
1712A of title 38, United States Code.

“(b) CONSTRUCTION WITH CURRENT OUTREACH PRO-
GRAM.—The veterans employed under subsection (a) are
in addition to any veterans employed by the Secretary
for the purpose described in that subsection under the
February 2004 program of the Department of Veterans
Affairs to provide outreach described in that sub-
section.

“(c) ASSIGNMENT TO VET CENTERS.—The Secretary
may assign any veteran employed under subsection (a)
to any center for the provision of readjustment coun-
seling and related mental health services under section
1712A of title 38, United States Code, that the Secretary
considers appropriate in order to meet the purpose de-
scribed in that subsection.

¢“(d) INAPPLICABILITY AND TERMINATION OF LIMITATION
ON DURATION OF EMPLOYMENT.—Any limitation on the
duration of employment of veterans under the program
described in subsection (b) is hereby terminated and
shall not apply to veterans employed under such pro-
gram or under this section.
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‘‘(e) EMPLOYMENT STATUS.—Veterans employed under
subsection (a) shall be employed in career conditional
status, which is the employment status in which veter-
ans are employed under the program described in sub-
section (b).”

STUDY OF POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER IN
VIETNAM VETERANS

Pub. L. 106-419, title II, §212, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat.
1843, provided that:

‘“(a) STUDY ON POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER.—
Not later than 10 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Nov. 1, 2000], the Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs shall enter into a contract with an appro-
priate entity to carry out a study on post-traumatic
stress disorder.

‘“(b) FoLLow-UP STUDY.—The contract under sub-
section (a) shall provide for a follow-up study to the
study conducted in accordance with section 102 of the
Veterans Health Care Amendments of 1983 (Public Law
98-160) [set out as a note below]. Such follow-up study
shall use the data base and sample of the previous
study.

‘‘(c) INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED.—The study con-
ducted pursuant to this section shall be designed to
yield information on—

‘(1) the long-term course of post-traumatic stress
disorder;

‘(2) any long-term medical consequences of post-
traumatic stress disorder;

‘“(3) whether particular subgroups of veterans are at
greater risk of chronic or more severe problems with
such disorder; and

‘“(4) the services used by veterans who have post-
traumatic stress disorder and the effect of those serv-
ices on the course of the disorder.

‘“(d) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report on the results of the
study under this section. The report shall be submitted
no later than October 1, 2004.”

SPECIALIZED MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

Pub. L. 106-117, title I, §116, Nov. 30, 1999, 113 Stat.
1559, as amended by Pub. L. 108-170, title I, §108, Dec. 6,
2003, 117 Stat. 2046, provided that:

‘“(a) IMPROVEMENT TO SPECIALIZED MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES.—The Secretary [of Veterans Affairs], in fur-
therance of the responsibilities of the Secretary under
section 1706(b) of title 38, United States Code, shall
carry out a program to expand and improve the provi-
sion of specialized mental health services to veterans.
The Secretary shall establish the program in consulta-
tion with the Committee on Care of Severely Chron-
ically Mentally Ill Veterans established pursuant to
section 7321 of title 38, United States Code.

‘“(b) COVERED PROGRAMS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘specialized mental health services’ in-
cludes programs relating to—

‘(1) the treatment of post-traumatic stress dis-
order; and
‘“(2) substance use disorders.

‘“(c) FUNDING.—(1) In carrying out the program de-
scribed in subsection (a), the Secretary shall identify,
from funds available to the Department [of Veterans
Affairs] for medical care, an amount of not less than
$25,000,000 in each of fiscal years 2004, 2005, and 2006 to
be available to carry out the program and to be allo-
cated to facilities of the Department pursuant to sub-
section (d).

(2) In identifying available amounts pursuant to
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall ensure that, after the
allocation of those funds under subsection (d), the total
expenditure for programs relating to (A) the treatment
of post-traumatic stress disorder, and (B) substance use
disorders is not less than $25,000,000 in excess of the
baseline amount.

‘“(3)(A) For purposes of paragraph (2), the baseline
amount is the amount of the total expenditures on such
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programs for the most recent fiscal year for which final
expenditure amounts are known, adjusted to reflect
any subsequent increase in applicable costs to deliver
such services in the Veterans Health Administration,
as determined by the Committee on Care of Severely
Chronically Mentally Ill Veterans.

‘“(B) For purposes of this paragraph, in fiscal years
2004, 2005, and 2006, the fiscal year used to determine
the baseline amount shall be fiscal year 2003.

“(d) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS TO DEPARTMENT FACILI-
TIES.—(1) In each of fiscal years 2004, 2005, and 2006, the
Secretary shall allocate funds identified pursuant to
subsection (c)(1) to individual medical facilities of the
Department as the Secretary determines appropriate
based upon proposals submitted by those facilities for
the use of those funds for improvements to specialized
mental health services.

“(2) In allocating funds to facilities in a fiscal year
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall ensure that—

““(A) not less than $10,000,000 is allocated by direct
grants to programs that are identified by the Mental

Health Strategic Health Care Group and the Commit-

tee on Care of Severely Chronically Mentally I11 Vet-

erans;

‘“(B) not less than $5,000,000 is allocated for pro-
grams on post-traumatic stress disorder; and

‘“(C) not less than $5,000,000 is allocated for pro-
grams on substance use disorder.

‘(8) The Secretary shall provide that the funds to be
allocated under this section during each of fiscal years
2004, 2005, and 2006 are funds for a special purpose pro-
gram for which funds are not allocated through the
Veterans Equitable Resource Allocation system.

‘‘(e) REPORT.—Not later than 12 months after the date
of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 30, 1999], the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port describing the implementation of this section. The
Secretary shall include in the report information on
the allocation of funds to facilities of the Department
under the program and a description of the improve-
ments made with those funds to specialized mental
health services for veterans.”

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY COUNSELING FOR PERSIAN GULF
WAR VETERANS

Section 121 of Pub. L. 102-405 provided that:

‘“‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—Subject to the availability of
funds appropriated pursuant to the authorization in
subsection (g), the Secretary shall conduct a program
to furnish to the persons referred to in subsection (b)
the marriage and family counseling services referred to
in subsection (c). The authority to conduct the pro-
gram shall expire on September 30, 1994.

*“(b) PERSONS ELIGIBLE FOR COUNSELING.—The persons
eligible to receive marriage and family counseling serv-
ices under the program are—

‘(1) veterans who were awarded a campaign medal
for active-duty service during the Persian Gulf War
and the spouses and children of such veterans; and

“(2) veterans who are or were members of the re-
serve components who were called or ordered to ac-
tive duty during the Persian Gulf War and the
spouses and children of such members.

‘‘(c) COUNSELING SERVICES.—Under the program, the
Secretary may provide marriage and family counseling
that the Secretary determines, based on an assessment
by a mental-health professional employed by the De-
partment and designated by the Secretary (or, in an
area where no such professional is available, a mental-
health professional designated by the Secretary and
performing services under a contract or fee arrange-
ment with the Secretary), is necessary for the amelio-
ration of psychological, marital, or familial difficulties
that result from the active duty service referred to in
subsection (b)(1) or (2).

“(d) MANNER OF FURNISHING SERVICES.—(1) Marriage
and family counseling services shall be furnished under
the program—

‘“(A) by personnel of the Department of Veterans
Affairs who are qualified to provide such counseling
services;
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‘“(B) by appropriately certified marriage and family
counselors employed by the Department; and

“(C) by qualified mental health professionals pursu-
ant to contracts with the Department, when Depart-
ment facilities are not capable of furnishing economi-
cal medical services because of geographical inacces-
sibility or are not capable of furnishing the services
required.

‘“(2) The Secretary shall establish the qualifications
required of personnel under subparagraphs (A) and (C)
of paragraph (1) and shall prescribe the training, expe-
rience, and certification required of appropriately cer-
tified marriage and family counselors under subpara-
graph (B) of such paragraph.

““(3) The Secretary may employ licensed or certified
marriage and family counselors to provide counseling
under paragraph (1)(B) and may classify the positions
in which they are employed at levels determined appro-
priate by the Secretary, taking into consideration the
training, experience, and licensure or certification re-
quired of such counselors.

‘“(e) CONTRACT COUNSELING SERVICES.—(1) Subject to
paragraphs (2) and (4), a mental health professional re-
ferred to in subsection (d)(1)(C) may furnish marriage
and family counseling services to a person under the
program as follows:

‘“(A) For a period of not more than 15 days begin-
ning on the date of the commencement of the furnish-
ing of such services to the person.

‘(B) For a 90-day period beginning on such date if—

‘(i) the mental health professional submits to the
Secretary a treatment plan with respect to the per-
son not later than 15 days after such date; and

‘‘(ii) the treatment plan and the assessment made
under subsection (c) are approved by an appropriate
mental health professional of the Department des-
ignated for that purpose by the Under Secretary for

Health.

‘“(C) For an additional 90-day period beginning on
the date of the expiration of the 90-day period re-
ferred to in subparagraph (B) (or any subsequent 90-
day period) if—

‘(i) not more than 30 days before the expiration

of the 90-day period referred to in subparagraph (B)

(or any subsequent 90-day period), the mental

health professional submits to the Secretary a re-

vised treatment plan containing a justification of
the need of the person for additional counseling
services; and

‘“(ii) the plan is approved in accordance with the

provisions of subparagraph (B)(ii).

““(2)(A) A mental health professional referred to in
paragraph (1) who assesses the need of any person for
services for the purposes of subsection (¢c) may not fur-
nish counseling services to that person.

‘(B) The Secretary may waive the prohibition re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A) for locations (as deter-
mined by the Secretary) in which the Secretary is un-
able to obtain the assessment referred to in that sub-
paragraph from a mental health professional other
than the mental health professional with whom the
Secretary enters into contracts under subsection
(d)(1)(C) for the furnishing of counseling services.

‘(3) The Secretary shall reimburse mental health
professionals for the reasonable cost (as determined by
the Secretary) of furnishing counseling services under
paragraph (1). In the event of the disapproval of a treat-
ment plan of a person submitted by a mental health
professional under paragraph (1)(B)(i), the Secretary
shall reimburse the mental health professional for the
reasonable cost (as so determined) of furnishing coun-
seling services to the person for the period beginning
on the date of the commencement of such services and
ending on the date of the disapproval.

‘“(4) The Secretary may authorize the furnishing of
counseling in an individual case for a period shorter
than the 90-day period specified in subparagraph (B) or
(C) of paragraph (1) and, upon further consideration, ex-
tend the shorter period to the full 90 days.

‘“(5)(A) For the purposes of this subsection, the term
‘treatment plan’, with respect to a person entitled to
counseling services under the program, must include—
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‘(i) an assessment by the mental health profes-
sional submitting the plan of the counseling needs of
the person described in the plan on the date of the
submittal of the plan; and

‘“(ii) a description of the counseling services to be
furnished to the person by the mental health profes-
sional during the 90-day period covered by the plan,
including the number of counseling sessions proposed
as part of such services.

‘“(B) The Secretary shall prescribe an appropriate
form for the treatment plan.

‘“(f) CosT RECOVERY.—For the purposes of section 1729
of title 38, United States Code, marriage and family
counseling services furnished under the program shall
be deemed to be care and services furnished by the De-
partment under chapter 17 of such title, and the United
States shall be entitled to recover or collect the rea-
sonable cost of such services in accordance with that
section.

‘‘(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is au-
thorized to be appropriated $10,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 1993 and 1994 to carry out this section.

‘‘(h) REPORT.—Not later than July 1, 1994, the Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress a report on the pro-
gram conducted pursuant to this section. The report
shall contain information regarding the persons fur-
nished counseling services under the program, includ-
ing—

‘(1) the number of such persons, stated as a total
number and separately for each eligibility status re-
ferred to in subsection (b);

‘“(2) the age and gender of such persons;

“(3) the manner in which such persons were fur-
nished such services under the program; and

‘“(4) the number of counseling sessions furnished to
such persons.

‘(i) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this section,
the terms ‘veteran’, ‘child’, ‘active duty’, ‘reserve com-
ponent’, ‘spouse’, and ‘Persian Gulf War’ have the
meanings given such terms in paragraphs 101(2), (4),
(21), (27), (31), and (33) of section 101 of title 38, United
States Code, respectively.”’

POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER PROGRAM
PLANNING

Section 123 of Pub. L. 102-405 provided that:
‘“‘(a) PLAN.—The Secretary shall develop a plan—

‘(1) to ensure, to the maximum extent practicable,
that veterans suffering from post-traumatic stress
disorder related to active duty are provided appro-
priate treatment and rehabilitative services for that
condition in a timely manner;

‘(2) to expand and improve the services available
for veterans suffering from post-traumatic stress dis-
order related to active duty;

‘(3) to eliminate waiting lists for inpatient treat-
ment and other modes of treatment for post-trau-
matic stress disorder;

‘“(4) to enhance outreach activities carried out to
inform combat-area veterans of the availability of
treatment for post-traumatic stress disorder; and

‘(5) to ensure, to the extent practicable, that there
are Department post-traumatic stress disorder treat-
ment units in locations that are readily accessible to
veterans residing in rural areas of the United States.
‘“(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In developing the plan referred

to in subsection (a), the Secretary shall consider—

‘(1) the numbers of veterans suffering from post-
traumatic stress disorder related to active duty, as
indicated by relevant studies, scientific and clinical
reports, and other pertinent information;

‘(2) the numbers of veterans who would likely seek
post-traumatic stress disorder treatment from the
Department if waiting times for treatment were
eliminated and outreach activities to combat-area
veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder were en-
hanced;

‘(3) the current and projected capacity of the De-
partment to provide appropriate treatment and reha-
bilitative services for post-traumatic stress disorder;
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‘“(4) the level and geographic accessibility of inpa-
tient and outpatient care available through the De-
partment for veterans suffering from post-traumatic
stress disorder across the United States;

‘“(5) the desirability of providing that inpatient and
outpatient post-traumatic stress disorder care be fur-
nished in facilities of the Department that are phys-
ically independent of general psychiatric wards of the
medical facilities of the Department;

‘“(6) the treatment needs of veterans suffering from
post-traumatic stress disorder who are women, of
such veterans who are ethnic minorities (including
Native Americans, Native Hawaiians, Asian-Pacific
Islanders, and Native Alaskans), and of such veterans
who suffer from substance abuse problems in addition
to post-traumatic stress disorder; and

(7)) the recommendations of the Special Committee
on Post-Traumatic-Stress Disorder with respect to
(A) specialized inpatient and outpatient programs of
the Department for the treatment of post-traumatic
stress disorder, and (B) with respect to the establish-
ment of educational programs that are designed for
each of the various levels of education, training, and
experience of the various mental health professionals
involved in the treatment of veterans suffering from
post-traumatic stress disorder.

‘“(c) REPORT.—Not later than six months after the
date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 9, 1992], the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port on the plan developed pursuant to subsection (a).
The report shall include specific information relating
to the consideration given to the matters described in
subsection (b).

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this section:

‘(1) The term ‘active duty’ has the meaning given
that term in section 101(21) of title 38, United States
Code.

‘(2) The term ‘veteran’ has the meaning given that
term in section 101(2) of such title.

‘“(3) The term ‘combat-area veteran’ means a vet-
eran who served on active duty in an area at a time
during which hostilities (as defined in section
1712A(a)(2)(B) of such title) occurred in such area.”

UPDATES OF REPORTS ON POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS
DISORDER

Section 122(b) of Pub. L. 102-405 directed Special Com-
mittee on Post-Traumatic-Stress Disorder, not later
than Oct. 1, 1992, and Oct. 1, 1993, to concurrently sub-
mit to Secretary and Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of Senate and House of Representatives a report con-
taining information updating the reports submitted to
the Secretary under section 110(e) of the Veterans’
Health Care Act of 1984, together with any additional
information the Special Committee considers appro-
priate regarding the overall efforts of the Department
of Veterans Affairs to meet the needs of veterans with
post-traumatic stress disorder and other psychological
problems in readjusting to civilian life, and directed
Secretary, not later than 90 days after receiving each of
the reports to submit to the committees any comments
concerning the report that the Secretary considered ap-
propriate. Similar provisions were contained in Pub. L.
101-237, title II, §201(e), Dec. 18, 1989, 103 Stat. 2066, as
amended by Pub. L. 101-366, title II, §204, Aug. 15, 1990,
104 Stat. 439.

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELOCATION OF CERTAIN
FACILITIES

Section 1501(b) of Pub. L. 100-687 related to relocation
of 17 Veterans’ Administration Readjustment Counsel-
ing Service Vet Centers from their locations away from
general Veterans’ Administration health-care facilities
to other such locations.

PROHIBITION OF DELEGATION OF DUTIES

Section 107(f) of Pub. L. 100-322, as amended by Pub.
L. 100-527, §10(4), Oct. 25, 1988, 102 Stat. 2641; Pub. L.
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102-40, §2(b), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 187; Pub. L. 102-83,
§5(c)(2), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406, provided that: ‘“The
Chief Medical Director [now Under Secretary for
Health] of the Department of Veterans Affairs may not
delegate the function of making recommendations
under section 1712A(g)(3)(A) [formerly 612A(g)(3)(A)] of
title 38, United States Code, as amended by subsection
().”

POST-TRAUMATIC-STRESS DISORDER; DIAGNOSIS AND
TREATMENT; EDUCATION AND TRAINING OF HEALTH-
CARE PERSONNEL; COORDINATION WITH READJUST-
MENT COUNSELING; SPECIAL COMMITTEE; NATIONAL
CENTER; COMPILATION AND PUBLICATION OF RESEARCH
RESULTS; REPORTS TO CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES

Pub. L. 98-528, title I, §110, Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2691,
as amended by Pub. L. 106-117, title II, §206, Nov. 30,
1999, 113 Stat. 15663; Pub. L. 108-170, title IV, §405(e), Dec.
6, 2003, 117 Stat. 2063, provided that:

‘“(a)(1) The Under Secretary for Health of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs may designate special pro-
grams within the Veterans Health Administration for
the diagnosis and treatment of post-traumatic-stress
disorder (hereinafter in this section referred to as
‘PTSD’).

‘“(2) The Under Secretary for Health shall direct (A)
that (in addition to providing diagnostic and treatment
services for PTSD) Department programs designated
under paragraph (1) (hereinafter in this section referred
to as ‘designated PTSD programs’) carry out activities
to promote the education and training of health-care
personnel (including health-care personnel not working
for the Department or the Federal Government) in the
causes, diagnosis, and treatment of PTSD, and (B) that
(when appropriate) the provision of treatment services
under such program be coordinated with the provision
of readjustment counseling services under section 1712A
of title 38, United States Code.

““(b)(1) The Under Secretary for Health shall establish
in the Veterans Health Administration a Special Com-
mittee on Post-Traumatic-Stress Disorder (hereinafter
in this section referred to as the ‘Special Committee’).
The Under Secretary for Health shall appoint qualified
employees of the Veterans Health Administration to
serve on the Special Committee.

‘“(2) The Special Committee shall assess, and carry
out a continuing assessment of, the capacity of the De-
partment to provide diagnostic and treatment services
for PTSD to veterans eligible for health care furnished
by the Department.

‘“(83) The Special Committee shall also advise the
Under Secretary for Health regarding the development
of policies, the provision of guidance, and the coordina-
tion of services for the diagnosis and treatment of
PTSD (A) in designated PTSD programs, (B) in inpa-
tient psychiatric programs and outpatient mental
health programs other than designated PTSD pro-
grams, and (C) in readjustment counseling programs of
the Department.

‘“(4) The Special Committee shall also make recom-
mendations to the Under Secretary for Health for guid-
ance with respect to PTSD regarding—

“‘(A) appropriate diagnostic and treatment meth-
ods;

‘“(B) referral for and coordination of followup care;

‘(C) the evaluation of PTSD treatment programs;

‘(D) the conduct of research concerning such diag-
nosis and treatment (taking into account the provi-
sions of subsection (¢));

‘“(E) special programs of education and training for
employees of the Veterans Health Administration
and the Veterans Benefits Administration (also tak-
ing into account such provisions);

‘“(F) the appropriate allocation of resources for all
such activities; and

““(G) any specific steps that should be taken to im-
prove such diagnosis and treatment and to correct
any deficiencies in the operations of designated
PTSD programs.

‘‘(c) The Under Secretary for Health shall establish
and operate in the Veterans Health Administration a
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National Center on Post-Traumatic-Stress Disorder.
The National Center (1) shall carry out and promote
the training of health care and related personnel in,
and research into, the causes and diagnosis of PTSD
and the treatment of veterans for PTSD, and (2) shall
serve as a resource center for, and promote and seek to
coordinate the exchange of information regarding, all
research and training activities carried out by the De-
partment, and by other Federal and non-Federal enti-
ties, with respect to PTSD.

‘“(d) The Under Secretary for Health shall regularly
compile and publish the results of research that has
been conducted relating to PTSD.

‘“(e)(1) Not later than March 1, 2000, the Secretary
shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and House of Representatives a report on
the implementation of this section. The report shall in-
clude the following:

““(A) A list of the members of the Special Commit-
tee.

“(B) A list of all designated PTSD programs and
other programs providing treatment for PTSD, to-
gether with a description of the resources that have
been allocated for the development and operation of
each such program, a description of the education
and training that has been provided for Department
health-care personnel in such programs and elsewhere
within the Department in the diagnosis and treat-
ment of PTSD, and specification of the funding that
has been allocated to each such program and else-
where within the Department to support research re-
lating to PTSD.

““(C) The assessment of the Under Secretary for
Health of the Department, after consultation with
the Special Committee, regarding the capability of
the Department to meet the needs for inpatient and
outpatient PTSD diagnosis and treatment (both
through designated PTSD programs and otherwise) of
veterans who served in the Republic of Vietnam dur-
ing the Vietnam era, former prisoners of war, and
other veterans eligible for health care from the De-
partment and the efficacy of the treatment so pro-
vided, as well as a description of the results of any
evaluations that have been made of PTSD treatment
programs.

‘(D) The plans of the Special Committee for further
assessments of the capability of the Department to
diagnose and treat veterans with PTSD.

“(E) The recommendations made by the Special
Committee to the Under Secretary for Health and the
views of the Under Secretary for Health on such rec-
ommendations.

‘“(F) A summary of the results of research con-
ducted by the Department relating to PTSD.

‘(&) A description of the steps taken, plans made
(and a timetable for their execution), and resources
to be applied to implement subsections (b) and (c).

“(H) The assessment of the Administrator [now
Secretary] of the capacity of the Department to meet
in all geographic areas of the United States the needs
described in subparagraph (C) and any plans and
timetable for increasing that capacity (including the
costs of such action).

‘“(2) Not later than February 1, 2001, and May 1 of
each year through 2008, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report containing informa-
tion updating the reports submitted under this sub-
section since the enactment of the Veterans’ Millen-
nium Health Care and Benefits Act [Nov. 30, 1999].”’

STUDY OF POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER AND
OTHER POST-WAR PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS

Section 102 of Pub. L. 98-160, as amended by Pub. L.
99-576, title II, §216, Oct. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 3259, directed
Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs to provide for the
conducting of a comprehensive study of prevalence and
incidence in population of Vietnam veterans of post-
traumatic stress disorder and other psychological prob-
lems of readjusting to civilian life and effects of such
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problems on such veterans and directed Administrator
to submit to Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of Senate
and House of Representatives not later than Oct. 1,
1986, a report on results of study.

READJUSTMENT COUNSELING AND RELATED MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES FOR VETERANS OF WAR DECLARED
AFTER JUNE 13, 1979

Section 103(b) of Pub. L. 96-22, as amended by Pub. L.
102-83, §§5(c)(2), 6(d), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406, 407, pro-
vided that: “In the event of a declaration of war by the
Congress after June 13, 1979, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, not later than six months after the date of such
declaration, shall determine and recommend to the
Congress whether eligibility for the readjustment coun-
seling and related mental health services provided for
in section 1712A [formerly 612A] of title 38, United
States Code (as added by subsection (a) of this section)
should be extended to the veterans of such war.”

§1712B. Counseling for former prisoners of war

The Secretary may establish a program under
which, upon the request of a veteran who is a
former prisoner of war, the Secretary, within
the limits of Department facilities, furnishes
counseling to such veteran to assist such vet-
eran in overcoming the psychological effects of
the veteran’s detention or internment as a pris-
oner of war.

(Added Pub. L. 99-166, title I, §107(a), Dec. 3,
1985, 99 Stat. 945, §612B; renumbered §1712B and
amended Pub. L. 102-83, §§4(a)(3), (4), (b)),
(2)(E), 5(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404-406.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a), renumbered section 612B of
this title as this section.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
retary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’” in two places.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), substituted ‘‘Department’’
for “Veterans’ Administration”.

[§1713. Renumbered § 1781]
PRIOR PROVISIONS

“Sec-

A prior section 1713 was renumbered section 3513 of
this title.

§1714. Fitting and training in use of prosthetic
appliances; guide dogs; service dogs

(a) Any veteran who is entitled to a prosthetic
appliance shall be furnished such fitting and
training, including institutional training, in the
use of such appliance as may be necessary,
whether in a Department facility or other train-
ing institution, or by outpatient treatment, in-
cluding such service under contract, and includ-
ing travel and incidental expenses (under the
terms and conditions set forth in section 111 of
this title) to and from such veteran’s home to
such hospital or training institution.

(b) The Secretary may provide guide dogs
trained for the aid of the blind to veterans who
are enrolled under section 1705 of this title. The
Secretary may also provide such veterans with
mechanical or electronic equipment for aiding
them in overcoming the disability of blindness.

(c) The Secretary may, in accordance with the
priority specified in section 1705 of this title,
provide—

(1) service dogs trained for the aid of the
hearing impaired to veterans who are hearing
impaired and are enrolled under section 1705 of
this title; and
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(2) service dogs trained for the aid of persons
with spinal cord injury or dysfunction or other
chronic impairment that substantially limits
mobility to veterans with such injury, dys-
function, or impairment who are enrolled
under section 1705 of this title.

(d) In the case of a veteran provided a dog
under subsection (b) or (c), the Secretary may
pay travel and incidental expenses for that vet-
eran under the terms and conditions set forth in
section 111 of this title to and from the veteran’s
home for expenses incurred in becoming ad-
justed to the dog.

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1143, §614;
Pub. L. 93-82, title I, §103(b), Aug. 2, 1973, 87
Stat. 181; Pub. L. 94-581, title II, §210(a)(5), Oct.
21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2862; Pub. L. 96-151, title II,
§201(c), Dec. 20, 1979, 93 Stat. 1093; renumbered
§1714 and amended Pub. L. 102-83, §§4(a)(3), (4),
(b)), (2)(E), 5(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404-406;
Pub. L. 107-135, title II, §201(a), (b)(1), Jan. 23,
2002, 115 Stat. 2456, 2457.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Prior section 1714 was renumbered section 3514 of this
title.

Provisions similar to those comprising subsec. (a) of
this section were classified to section 613 of this title
prior to repeal by section 103(b) of Pub. L. 93-82.

AMENDMENTS

2002—Pub. L. 107-135, §201(b)(1), substituted ‘‘guide
dogs; service dogs’ for ‘‘seeing-eye dogs’ in section
catchline.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 107-135, §201(a)(1), struck out
‘‘seeing-eye or’’ after ‘“‘may provide’’, substituted ‘‘who
are enrolled under section 1705 of this title’” for ‘‘who
are entitled to disability compensation, and may pay
travel and incidental expenses (under the terms and
conditions set forth in section 111 of this title) to and
from their homes and incurred in becoming adjusted to
such seeing-eye or guide dogs’, and substituted ‘‘dis-
ability” for ‘“‘“handicap’’.

Subsecs. (¢), (d). Pub. L. 107-135, §201(a)(2), added sub-
secs. (¢) and (d).

1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a), renumbered section 614 of
this title as this section.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), substituted
“Department’ for ‘“‘Veterans’ Administration’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’ in two places.

1979—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96-1561, §201(c)(1), sub-
stituted provisions respecting travel and incidental ex-
penses for provisions respecting necessary travel ex-
penses.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96-151, §201(c)(2), substituted pro-
visions respecting travel and incidental expenses for
provisions respecting all necessary travel expenses.

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94-581, §210(a)(5)(A), sub-
stituted ‘“such veteran’s home’ for ‘‘his home”.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94-581, §210(a)(5)(B), substituted
“‘and may pay’’ for ‘‘and he may pay’’.

1973—Pub. L. 93-82 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (b) and added subsec. (a).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1979 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 96-151 effective Jan. 1, 1980,
see section 206 of Pub. L. 96-151, set out as a note under
section 111 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 94-581 effective Oct. 21, 1976,
see section 211 of Pub. L. 94-581, set out as a note under
section 111 of this title.
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