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pilot project. The report shall include an assess-
ment of the usefulness of the program in re-
cruiting and retaining of personnel of the De-
partment as well as an assessment of the value 
of the program as a training program. 

(B) Not later than 18 months after the date on 
which the initial report under subparagraph (A) 
is submitted, the Secretary shall submit to Con-
gress a final report on the pilot project. The 
final report shall include recommendations of 
the Secretary with respect to continuation of 
the pilot project and with respect to expansion 
of the types of claims for which the extended pe-
riod of on the job training is available to train 
such employees. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–77, title III, § 304(d), Aug. 31, 
1967, 81 Stat. 186, § 1777; amended Pub. L. 91–219, 
title II, § 212, Mar. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 83; Pub. L. 
92–540, title III, § 314, Oct. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1084; 
Pub. L. 94–502, title V, § 513(a)(3), Oct. 15, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2402; Pub. L. 101–237, title IV, § 423(b)(1)(A), 
Dec. 18, 1989, 103 Stat. 2092; renumbered § 3677, 
Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406; 
Pub. L. 105–368, title II, § 205(a), Nov. 11, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3327; Pub. L. 108–454, title I, § 108, Dec. 10, 
2004, 118 Stat. 3604.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 108–454 added subsec. (d). 
1998—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–368 designated existing 

provisions as par. (1), redesignated former pars. (1) and 
(2) as subpars. (A) and (B), respectively, of par. (1), re-
designated former cls. (A) and (B) of par. (1) as cls. (i) 
and (ii), respectively, of subpar. (A), and added par. (2). 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83 renumbered section 1777 of this 
title as this section. 

1989—Subsec. (c)(8). Pub. L. 101–237 substituted ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’. 

1976—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–502 substituted ‘‘the vet-
eran or person’’ for ‘‘he’’ and ‘‘him’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 94–502 substituted ‘‘the veteran or 
person’’ for ‘‘he’’ in two places, and ‘‘such veteran’s or 
person’s’’ for ‘‘his’’. 

1972—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 92–540 inserted ‘‘or per-
son’’ after ‘‘veteran’’ wherever appearing. 

1970—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91–219 inserted ‘‘and super-
vised’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–368, title II, § 205(b), Nov. 11, 1998, 112 Stat. 
3327, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] shall apply with re-
spect to approval of programs of training on the job 
under section 3677 of title 38, United States Code, on or 
after October 1, 1998.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–502 effective Oct. 15, 1976, 
see section 703(b) of Pub. L. 94–502, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note under section 3693 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective first day of first calendar month 
which begins more than ten days after Aug. 31, 1967, see 
section 405 of Pub. L. 90–77, set out as an Effective Date 
of 1967 Amendment note under section 101 of this title. 

§ 3678. Notice of approval of courses 

The State approving agency, upon determin-
ing that an educational institution has complied 
with all the requirements of this chapter, will 
issue a letter to such institution setting forth 
the courses which have been approved for the 
purposes of this chapter, and will furnish an offi-

cial copy of such letter and any subsequent 
amendments to the Secretary. The letter of ap-
proval shall be accompanied by a copy of the 
catalog or bulletin of the institution, as ap-
proved by the State approving agency, and shall 
contain the following information: 

(1) date of letter and effective date of ap-
proval of courses; 

(2) proper address and name of each edu-
cational institution; 

(3) authority for approval and conditions of 
approval, referring specifically to the ap-
proved catalog or bulletin published by the 
educational institution; 

(4) name of each course approved; 
(5) where applicable, enrollment limitations 

such as maximum numbers authorized and 
student-teacher ratio; 

(6) signature of responsible official of State 
approving agency; and 

(7) such other fair and reasonable provisions 
as are considered necessary by the appropriate 
State approving agency. 

(Added Pub. L. 88–126, § 1, Sept. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 
162, § 1777; renumbered § 1778, Pub. L. 90–77, title 
III, § 304(d), Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 186; amended 
Pub. L. 101–237, title IV, § 423(b)(1)(A), Dec. 18, 
1989, 103 Stat. 2092; renumbered § 3678, Pub. L. 
102–83, § 5(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83 renumbered section 1778 of this 
title as this section. 

1989—Pub. L. 101–237 substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Ad-
ministrator’’. 

§ 3679. Disapproval of courses 

(a) Any course approved for the purposes of 
this chapter which fails to meet any of the re-
quirements of this chapter shall be immediately 
disapproved by the appropriate State approving 
agency. An educational institution which has its 
courses disapproved by a State approving agen-
cy will be notified of such disapproval by a cer-
tified or registered letter of notification and a 
return receipt secured. 

(b) Each State approving agency shall notify 
the Secretary of each course which it has dis-
approved under this section. The Secretary shall 
notify the State approving agency of the Sec-
retary’s disapproval of any educational institu-
tion under chapter 31 of this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 88–126, § 1, Sept. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 
162, § 1778; renumbered § 1779, Pub. L. 90–77, title 
III, § 304(d), Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 186; amended 
Pub. L. 94–502, title V, § 513(a)(4), Oct. 15, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2402; Pub. L. 101–237, title IV, § 423(b)(1)(A), 
(2), Dec. 18, 1989, 103 Stat. 2092; renumbered 
§ 3679, Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 
406.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83 renumbered section 1779 of this 
title as this section. 

1989—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–237 substituted ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’ wherever appearing and 
‘‘Secretary’s’’ for ‘‘Administrator’s’’. 

1976—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–502 substituted ‘‘the Ad-
ministrator’s disapproval’’ for ‘‘his disapproval’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–502 effective Oct. 15, 1976, 
see section 703(b) of Pub. L. 94–502, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note under section 3693 of this title. 
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SUBCHAPTER II—MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS 

§ 3680. Payment of educational assistance or sub-
sistence allowances 

(a) PERIOD FOR WHICH PAYMENT MAY BE 
MADE.—Payment of educational assistance or 
subsistence allowances to eligible veterans or el-
igible persons pursuing a program of education 
or training, other than a program by cor-
respondence, in an educational institution under 
chapter 31, 34, or 35 of this title shall be paid as 
provided in this section and, as applicable, in 
section 3108, 3482, 3491, or 3532 of this title. Such 
payments shall be paid only for the period of 
such veterans’ or persons’ enrollment in, and 
pursuit of, such program, but no amount shall 
be paid— 

(1) to any eligible veteran or eligible person 
for any period when such veteran or person is 
not pursuing such veteran’s or person’s course 
in accordance with the regularly established 
policies and regulations of the educational in-
stitution, with the provisions of such regula-
tions as may be prescribed by the Secretary 
pursuant to subsection (g) of this section, and 
with the requirements of this chapter or of 
chapter 34 or 35 of this title, but payment may 
be made for an actual period of pursuit of one 
or more unit subjects pursued for a period of 
time shorter than the enrollment period at the 
educational institution; 

(2) to any eligible veteran or person for au-
diting a course; or 

(3) to any eligible veteran or person for a 
course for which the grade assigned is not used 
in computing the requirements for graduation 
including a course from which the student 
withdraws unless— 

(A) the eligible veteran or person with-
draws because he or she is ordered to active 
duty; or 

(B) the Secretary finds there are mitigat-
ing circumstances, except that, in the first 
instance of withdrawal (without regard to 
withdrawals described in subclause (A) of 
this clause) by the eligible veteran or person 
from a course or courses with respect to 
which the veteran or person has been paid 
assistance under this title, mitigating cir-
cumstances shall be considered to exist with 
respect to courses totaling not more than six 
semester hours or the equivalent thereof. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Secretary 
may, subject to such regulations as the Sec-
retary shall prescribe, continue to pay allow-
ances to eligible veterans and eligible persons 
enrolled in courses set forth in clause (1) of this 
subsection— 

(A) during periods when the schools are tem-
porarily closed under an established policy 
based upon an Executive order of the Presi-
dent or due to an emergency situation; 

(B) during periods between consecutive 
school terms where such veterans or persons 
transfer from one approved educational insti-
tution to another approved educational insti-
tution for the purpose of enrolling in and pur-
suing a similar course at the second institu-
tion if the period between such consecutive 
terms does not exceed 30 days; or 

(C) during periods between school terms 
where the educational institution certifies the 
enrollment of the eligible veteran or eligible 
person on an individual term basis if (i) the pe-
riod between those terms does not exceed 
eight weeks, and (ii) both the terms preceding 
and following the period are not shorter in 
length than the period. 

(b) CORRESPONDENCE TRAINING CERTIFI-
CATIONS.—No educational assistance allowance 
shall be paid to an eligible veteran or spouse or 
surviving spouse enrolled in and pursuing a pro-
gram of education exclusively by correspond-
ence until the Secretary shall have received— 

(1) from the eligible veteran or spouse or 
surviving spouse a certificate as to the num-
ber of lessons actually completed by the vet-
eran or spouse or surviving spouse and serv-
iced by the educational institution; and 

(2) from the training establishment a certifi-
cation or an endorsement on the veteran’s or 
spouse’s or surviving spouse’s certificate, as to 
the number of lessons completed by the vet-
eran or spouse or surviving spouse and serv-
iced by the institution. 

(c) APPRENTICESHIP AND OTHER ON-JOB TRAIN-
ING.—No training assistance allowance shall be 
paid to an eligible veteran or eligible person en-
rolled in and pursuing a program of apprentice-
ship or other on-job training until the Secretary 
shall have received— 

(1) from such veteran or person a certifi-
cation as to such veteran’s or person’s actual 
attendance during such period; and 

(2) from the training establishment a certifi-
cation, or an endorsement on the veteran’s or 
person’s certificate, that such veteran or per-
son was enrolled in and pursuing a program of 
apprenticeship or other on-job training during 
such period. 

(d) ADVANCE PAYMENT OF INITIAL EDUCATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE OR SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCE.—(1) 
The educational assistance or subsistence allow-
ance advance payment provided for in this sub-
section is based upon a finding by the Congress 
that eligible veterans and eligible persons may 
need additional funds at the beginning of a 
school term to meet the expenses of books, trav-
el, deposits, and payment for living quarters, 
the initial installment of tuition, and the other 
special expenses which are concentrated at the 
beginning of a school term. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this sub-
section, and under regulations which the Sec-
retary shall prescribe, an eligible veteran or eli-
gible person shall be paid an educational assist-
ance allowance or subsistence allowance, as ap-
propriate, advance payment. Such advance pay-
ment shall be made in an amount equivalent to 
the allowance for the month or fraction thereof 
in which pursuit of the program will commence, 
plus the allowance for the succeeding month. In 
the case of a person on active duty, who is pur-
suing a program of education, the advance pay-
ment shall be in a lump sum based upon the 
amount payable for the entire quarter, semes-
ter, or term, as applicable. In no event shall an 
advance payment be made under this subsection 
to a veteran or person intending to pursue a pro-
gram of education on less than a half-time basis. 
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