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most Government buildings and the leasing and assign-

ment of space for executive agencies. Thus, nearly all 

requests for building space are handled by a single or-

ganization which is responsible for seeing that agencies 

are properly and efficiently housed. This arrangement 

has proved its worth and has repeatedly been approved 

by the Congress. 
Outside of the National Capital, however, responsibil-

ity for the acquisition and control of building space and 

the operation of Government buildings is widely dif-

fused. A variety of agencies operate and control gen-

eral-purpose buildings. If quarters are not available in 

Federal buildings, each agency ordinarily does its own 

leasing. As a result, in some cases Federal agencies 

have contracted for space at high rentals at the very 

time that other agencies have been giving up surplus 

low-cost space. 
The assignment of space in Government-owned build-

ings outside of Washington is also divided among a 

number of agencies. While the Public Buildings Service 

constructs a large part of the Government buildings, it 

operates and controls the assignment of space in only 

a small proportion of them. The Post Office Depart-

ment operates and allocates the space in post-office 

buildings, several hundred of which contain substantial 

amounts of office space available for other agencies. 

During and immediately after the war several other 

Federal agencies acquired office buildings in the field. 

As their activities have contracted, surplus space in 

many of these structures has become available for 

other uses. 
This plan concentrates in the General Services Ad-

ministration the responsibility for the leasing and as-

signment of what is termed general-purpose building 

space; that is, space which is suitable for the uses of a 

number of Federal agencies. It specifically excludes 

space in buildings at military posts, arsenals, navy 

yards, and similar defense installations and space in 

hospitals, laboratories, factories, and other special-pur-

pose buildings. 
Also, the plan excludes the Post Office Department 

from the transfer of leasing authority since the Depart-

ment has a highly developed organization for this pur-

pose, and it limits the transfer of space assignment au-

thority in post-office buildings to the space not occu-

pied by the Department. Further, it gives the needs of 

the Post Office Department priority in the assignment 

of space in post-office buildings. Thus, the plan amply 

safeguards the interests of the Post Office Department 

while making it possible to include the general office 

space in post-office buildings in any given city with 

other similar space under Federal control in planning 

and executing an efficient program for housing Govern-

ment agencies in that area. 
In addition, the plan transfers to the General Serv-

ices Administration the operation, maintenance, and 

custody of office buildings owned or leased by the Gov-

ernment, including those post-office buildings which 

are not used predominantly for post-office purposes. 

This will make it possible to establish a single organi-

zation for the operation and maintenance of Govern-

ment office buildings in principal cities in the field as 

has proved desirable in the National Capital. Since 

many post offices are in fact primarily large office 

buildings, the plan includes in this transfer the post-of-

fice buildings which are not used predominantly for 

post-office purposes. This will relieve the Post Office 

Department of a considerable expenditure for building 

operation and maintenance which properly should not 

be charged against postal revenues. 
While the plan effects a broad transfer of functions 

with respect to leasing and assignment of space and the 

operation and maintenance of office buildings, it spe-

cifically authorizes the Administrator of General Serv-

ices to delegate the performance of any part of these 

functions to other agencies subject to such regulations 

as he deems desirable for economical and effective ad-

ministration. In this the plan follows the pattern 

adopted by the Federal Property and Administrative 

Services Act of 1949 for other branches of property 

management. In large urban centers where numerous 

Federal units are located unified administration of 

space activities by the General Services Administra-

tion will normally be advantageous. On the other hand, 

in the smaller communities it will no doubt be desir-

able to delegate the work back to the agencies directly 

affected, to be carried on under standards laid down by 

the Administrator of General Services. The plan pro-

vides ample flexibility for working out the most effec-

tive administrative arrangement for each type of situa-

tion. 

The fundamental soundness and economy of central-

ized administration of building space have been amply 

demonstrated in the National Capital. By virtue of uni-

fied control it has been possible since the war to ac-

complish far-reaching changes which have consolidated 

agencies in much fewer locations, released many of the 

rented buildings, and greatly reduced the cost of hous-

ing the Government establishment. Similar procedures 

applied in the larger centers of field activity should 

produce substantial savings. 

After investigation, I have found, and hereby declare, 

that each reorganization contained in this plan is nec-

essary to accomplish one or more of the purposes set 

forth in section 2(a) of the Reorganization Act of 1949. 

While it is not possible at this time to calculate the 

reduction in expenditures which will result from this 

plan, it can safely be predicted that it will produce sub-

stantial savings. I am confident that this reorganiza-

tion plan will constitute a significant improvement in 

Federal business practice and will bring about an im-

portant increase in efficiency in housing Government 

agencies. 

HARRY S TRUMAN. 

§ 302. Administrator and Deputy Administrator 

(a) ADMINISTRATOR.—The Administrator of 

General Services is the head of the General 

Services Administration. The Administrator is 

appointed by the President with the advice and 

consent of the Senate. The Administrator shall 

perform functions subject to the direction and 

control of the President. 

(b) DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR.—The Adminis-

trator shall appoint a Deputy Administrator of 

General Services. The Deputy Administrator 

shall perform functions designated by the Ad-

ministrator. The Deputy Administrator is Act-

ing Administrator of General Services during 

the absence or disability of the Administrator 

and, unless the President designates another of-

ficer of the Federal Government, when the office 

of Administrator is vacant. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1072.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

302 ............. 40:751(b), (c). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, 
§ 101(b), (c), 63 Stat. 379. 

§ 303. Federal Acquisition Service 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in 

the General Services Administration a Federal 

Acquisition Service. The Administrator of Gen-

eral Services shall appoint a Commissioner of 

the Federal Acquisition Service, who shall be 

the head of the Federal Acquisition Service. 

(b) FUNCTIONS.—Subject to the direction and 

control of the Administrator of General Serv-

ices, the Commissioner of the Federal Acquisi-

tion Service shall be responsible for carrying 

out functions related to the uses for which the 
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Acquisition Services Fund is authorized under 

section 321 of this title, including any functions 

that were carried out by the entities known as 

the Federal Supply Service and the Federal 

Technology Service and such other related func-

tions as the Administrator considers appro-

priate. 
(c) REGIONAL EXECUTIVES.—The Administrator 

may appoint Regional Executives in the Federal 

Acquisition Service, to carry out such functions 

within the Federal Acquisition Service as the 

Administrator considers appropriate. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1072; Pub. 

L. 109–313, § 2(a)(1), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1734.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

303(a)(1) ..... 40:752(a). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, 
§ 102, 63 Stat. 380; Sept. 5, 
1950, ch. 849, § 6(a), 64 Stat. 
583. 

303(a)(2) ..... 40:752(c). 
303(b) ......... 40:753. June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, 

§ 103, 63 Stat. 380. 

In subsection (a)(1), the text of 40:752(a) (2d, last sen-

tences) is omitted as executed. 
Subsection (a)(2) is substituted for 40:752(c) to elimi-

nate obsolete language. 
In subsection (b), the text of 40:753(a) (related to Pub-

lic Roads) is omitted because the Bureau of Public 

Roads was transferred to the Department of Commerce 

under section 1 of Reorganization Plan No. 7 of 1949 (eff. 

Aug. 20, 1949, 63 Stat. 1070), and subsequently trans-

ferred to the Department of Transportation under the 

Department of Transportation Act (Public Law 89–670, 

80 Stat. 931). The text of 40:753(a) (last sentence related 

to Federal Works Agency transfers) and (b) is omitted 

as executed. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–313 amended section catchline and 

text generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-

lows: 
‘‘(a) BUREAU OF FEDERAL SUPPLY.— 

‘‘(1) TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS.—Subject to paragraph 

(2), the functions of the Administrator of General 

Services include functions related to the Bureau of 

Federal Supply in the Department of the Treasury 

that, immediately before July 1, 1949, were functions 

of— 
‘‘(A) the Bureau; 
‘‘(B) the Director of the Bureau; 
‘‘(C) the personnel of the Bureau; or 
‘‘(D) the Secretary of the Treasury. 

‘‘(2) FUNCTIONS NOT TRANSFERRED.—The functions of 

the Administrator of General Services do not include 

functions retained in the Department of the Treasury 

under section 102(c) of the Federal Property and Ad-

ministrative Services Act of 1949 (ch. 288, 63 Stat. 

380). 
‘‘(b) FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY AND COMMISSIONER OF 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS.—The functions of the Administrator 

of General Services include functions related to the 

Federal Works Agency and functions related to the 

Commissioner of Public Buildings that, immediately 

before July 1, 1949, were functions of— 
‘‘(1) the Federal Works Agency; 
‘‘(2) the Federal Works Administrator; or 
‘‘(3) the Commissioner of Public Buildings.’’ 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Pub. L. 109–313, § 2(c), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1735, pro-

vided that: ‘‘Any reference in any other Federal law, 

Executive order, rule, regulation, reorganization plan, 

or delegation of authority, or in any document— 
‘‘(1) to the Federal Supply Service is deemed to 

refer to the Federal Acquisition Service; 

‘‘(2) to the GSA Federal Technology Service is 

deemed to refer to the Federal Acquisition Service; 

‘‘(3) to the Commissioner of the Federal Supply 

Service is deemed to refer to the Commissioner of the 

Federal Acquisition Service; and 

‘‘(4) to the Commissioner of the GSA Federal Tech-

nology Service is deemed to refer to the Commis-

sioner of the Federal Acquisition Service.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–313 effective 60 days after 

Oct. 6, 2006, see section 6 of Pub. L. 109–313, set out as 

a note under section 5316 of Title 5, Government Orga-

nization and Employees. 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FUNCTIONS 

For assignment of certain emergency preparedness 

functions to the Administrator of General Services, see 

Parts 1, 2, and 18 of Ex. Ord. No. 12656, Nov. 18, 1988, 53 

F.R. 47491, set out as a note under section 5195 of Title 

42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

§ 304. Federal information centers 

The Administrator of General Services may 

establish within the General Services Adminis-

tration a nationwide network of federal infor-

mation centers for the purpose of providing the 

public with information about the programs and 

procedures of the Federal Government and for 

other appropriate and related purposes. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1072.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

304 ............. 40:760. June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, 
§ 112, as added Pub. L. 
95–491, § 2(a), Oct. 20, 1978, 
92 Stat. 1641. 

The text of 40:760(b) is omitted as unnecessary be-

cause of section 121(b)(1) of the revised title. The text 

of 40:760(c) is omitted because the authorization for fis-

cal year ending September 30, 1980 is obsolete and the 

authorization for ‘‘such sums as may be necessary’’ for 

succeeding years is unnecessary. 

§ 305. Electronic Government and information 
technologies 

The Administrator of General Services shall 

consult with the Administrator of the Office of 

Electronic Government on programs undertaken 

by the General Services Administration to pro-

mote electronic Government and the efficient 

use of information technologies by Federal 

agencies. 

(Added Pub. L. 107–347, title I, § 102(a)(1), Dec. 17, 

2002, 116 Stat. 2910.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective 120 days after Dec. 17, 2002, see sec-

tion 402(a) of Pub. L. 107–347, set out as a note under 

section 3601 of Title 44, Public Printing and Documents. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ADMINISTRATIVE 

§ 311. Personnel 

(a) APPOINTMENT AND COMPENSATION.—The Ad-

ministrator of General Services, subject to chap-

ters 33 and 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 of 

title 5, may appoint and fix the compensation of 

personnel necessary to carry out chapters 1, 3, 

and 5 of this title and title III of the Federal 
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