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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

3173(a), (b) 40:293 (words before 
proviso). 

May 3, 1945, ch. 106, title I, 
101 (2d complete par. on p. 
115), 59 Stat. 115. 

3173(c) ........ 40:293 (proviso). 

In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘‘Administrator of 

General Services’’ are substituted for ‘‘Federal Works 

Agency’’ and ‘‘Public Buildings Administration’’ be-

cause of section 103(a) of the Federal Property and Ad-

ministrative Services Act of 1949 (ch. 288, 63 Stat. 380), 

which is restated as section 303(c) [303(b)] of the revised 

title. 

§ 3174. Operation of public utility communica-
tions services serving governmental activi-
ties 

The Administrator of General Services may 

provide and operate public utility communica-

tions services serving any governmental activ-

ity when the services are economical and in the 

interest of the Federal Government. This sec-

tion does not apply to communications systems 

for handling messages of a confidential or secret 

nature, the operation of cryptographic equip-

ment or transmission of secret, security, or 

coded messages, or buildings operated or occu-

pied by the United States Postal Service, except 

on request of the department or agency con-

cerned. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1155.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

3174 ............ 40:295. June 14, 1946, ch. 404, § 7, 60 
Stat. 258. 

The words ‘‘Administrator of General Services’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of Public Buildings’’ be-

cause of section 103(a) of the Federal Property and Ad-

ministrative Services Act of 1949 (ch. 288, 63 Stat. 380), 

which is restated as section 303(c) [303(b)] of the revised 

title. The words ‘‘in and outside the District of Colum-

bia’’ are omitted as unnecessary. The words ‘‘United 

States Postal Service’’ are substituted for ‘‘Post Office 

Department’’ because of section 6(o) of the Postal Reor-

ganization Act (Public Law 91–375, 84 Stat. 783). 

§ 3175. Acceptance of gifts of property 

The Administrator of General Services, and 

the United States Postal Service where that of-

fice is concerned, may accept on behalf of the 

Federal Government unconditional gifts of prop-

erty in aid of any project or function within 

their respective jurisdictions. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1155.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

3175 ............ 40:298a. June 16, 1949, ch. 218, title 
IV, § 404, 63 Stat. 199. 

The words ‘‘Administrator of General Services’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘Federal Works Administrator’’ be-

cause of section 103(a) of the Federal Property and Ad-

ministrative Services Act of 1949 (ch. 288, 63 Stat. 380), 

which is restated as section 303(c) [303(b)] of the revised 

title. The words ‘‘United States Postal Service’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘Postmaster General’’ because of sec-

tion 6(o) of the Postal Reorganization Act (Public Law 

91–375, 84 Stat. 783). The words ‘‘real, personal, or 

other’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

§ 3176. Administrator of General Services to fur-
nish services in continental United States to 
international bodies 

Sections 1535 and 1536 of title 31 are extended 

so that the Administrator of General Services, 

at the request of the Secretary of State, may 

furnish services in the continental United 

States, on a reimbursable basis, to any inter-

national body with which the Federal Govern-

ment is affiliated. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1156.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

3176 ............ 40:298b. June 16, 1949, ch. 218, title 
IV, § 405, 63 Stat. 199. 

The words ‘‘Sections 1535 and 1536 of title 31’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘section 601 of the Economy Act, approved 

June 30, 1932, as amended’’ because of section 4(b) of the 

Act of September 13, 1982 (Public Law 97–258, 96 Stat. 

1067), the first section of which enacted Title 31, United 

States Code. The words ‘‘Administrator of General 

Services’’ are substituted for ‘‘Public Buildings Admin-

istration’’ because of section 103(a) of the Federal Prop-

erty and Administrative Services Act of 1949 (ch. 288, 63 

Stat. 380), which is restated as section 303(c) [303(b)] of 

the revised title. The words ‘‘Secretary of State’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘State Department’’ because of 22:2651. 

§ 3177. Use of photovoltaic energy in public 
buildings 

(a) PHOTOVOLTAIC ENERGY COMMERCIALIZATION 

PROGRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of Gen-

eral Services may establish a photovoltaic en-

ergy commercialization program for the pro-

curement and installation of photovoltaic 

solar electric systems for electric production 

in new and existing public buildings. 
(2) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the program 

shall be to accomplish the following: 
(A) To accelerate the growth of a commer-

cially viable photovoltaic industry to make 

this energy system available to the general 

public as an option which can reduce the na-

tional consumption of fossil fuel. 
(B) To reduce the fossil fuel consumption 

and costs of the Federal Government. 
(C) To attain the goal of installing solar 

energy systems in 20,000 Federal buildings by 

2010, as contained in the Federal Govern-

ment’s Million Solar Roof Initiative of 1997. 
(D) To stimulate the general use within 

the Federal Government of life-cycle costing 

and innovative procurement methods. 
(E) To develop program performance data 

to support policy decisions on future incen-

tive programs with respect to energy. 

(3) ACQUISITION OF PHOTOVOLTAIC SOLAR ELEC-

TRIC SYSTEMS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The program shall pro-

vide for the acquisition of photovoltaic solar 

electric systems and associated storage ca-

pability for use in public buildings. 
(B) ACQUISITION LEVELS.—The acquisition 

of photovoltaic electric systems shall be at a 
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