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CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.—When the Adminis-

trator undertakes a survey of the public build-

ings needs of the Government within a geo-

graphical area, the Administrator shall request 

that, within 60 days, the Advisory Council on 

Historic Preservation established by title II of 

the National Historic Preservation Act (16 

U.S.C. 470i et seq.) identify any existing build-

ings in the geographical area that— 
(1) are of historical, architectural, or cul-

tural significance (as defined in section 3306(a) 

of this title); and 
(2) whether or not in need of repair, alter-

ation, or addition, would be suitable for acqui-

sition to meet the public buildings needs of 

the Government. 

(d) STANDARD FOR CONSTRUCTION AND ACQUISI-

TION OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS.—In carrying out the 

duties of the Administrator under this chapter, 

the Administrator shall provide for the con-

struction and acquisition of public buildings eq-

uitably throughout the United States with due 

regard to the comparative urgency of the need 

for each particular building. In developing plans 

for new buildings, the Administrator shall give 

due consideration to excellence of architecture 

and design. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1158.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

3303(a) ........ 40:611(a). Pub. L. 86–249, § 12(a), (b), 
(d), Sept. 9, 1959, 73 Stat. 
482; Pub. L. 92–313, § 2(2), 
(3), June 16, 1972, 86 Stat. 
216; Pub. L. 94–541, title I, 
§ 103(3), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2506. 

3303(b) ........ 40:611(b). 
3303(c) ........ 40:611(c). Pub. L. 86–249, § 12(c), as 

added Pub. L. 94–541, title 
I, § 103(3), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2506. 

3303(d) ........ 40:611(d). 

In subsection (c)(1), the word ‘‘historical’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘historic’’ to conform to the defined term. 
In subsection (c)(2), the word ‘‘purchase’’ is omitted 

as being included in [‘‘]‘acquisition’’. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Historic Preservation Act, referred to 

in subsec. (c), is Pub. L. 89–665, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 915, 

as amended. Title II of the Act is classified generally to 

sections 470i to 470v of Title 16, Conservation. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see section 

470 of Title 16 and Tables. 

§ 3304. Acquisition of buildings and sites 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of Gen-

eral Services may acquire, by purchase, con-

demnation, donation, exchange, or otherwise, 

any building and its site which the Adminis-

trator decides is necessary to carry out the du-

ties of the Administrator under this chapter. 
(b) ACQUISITION OF LAND OR INTEREST IN LAND 

FOR USE AS SITES.—The Administrator may ac-

quire, by purchase, condemnation, donation, ex-

change, or otherwise, land or an interest in land 

the Administrator considers necessary for use as 

sites, or additions to sites, for public buildings 

authorized to be constructed or altered under 

this chapter. 
(c) PUBLIC BUILDINGS USED FOR POST OFFICE 

PURPOSES.—When any part of a public building 

is to be used for post office purposes, the Admin-

istrator shall act jointly with the United States 

Postal Service in selecting the town or city 

where the building is to be constructed, and in 

selecting the site in the town or city for the 

building. 

(d) SOLICITATION OF PROPOSALS FOR SALE, DO-

NATION, OR EXCHANGE OF REAL PROPERTY.—When 

the Administrator is to acquire a site under sub-

section (b), the Administrator, if the Adminis-

trator considers it necessary, by public adver-

tisement may solicit proposals for the sale, do-

nation, or exchange of real property to the Fed-

eral Government to be used as the site. In se-

lecting a site under subsection (b) the Adminis-

trator (with the concurrence of the United 

States Postal Service if any part of the public 

building to be constructed on the site is to be 

used for post office purposes) may— 

(1) select the site that the Administrator be-

lieves is the most advantageous to the Govern-

ment, all factors considered; and 

(2) acquire the site without regard to title 

III of the Federal Property and Administrative 

Services Act of 1949 (41 U.S.C. 251 et seq.). 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1158; Pub. 

L. 108–178, § 3(1), Dec. 15, 2003, 117 Stat. 2640.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

3304(a) ........ 40:602. Pub. L. 86–249, §§ 3, 5, Sept. 
9, 1959, 73 Stat. 479. 

3304(b) ........ 40:604(a). 
3304(c) ........ 40:604(b). 
3304(d) ........ 40:604(c). 

In subsections (c) and (d), the words ‘‘United States 

Postal Service’’ are substituted for ‘‘Postmaster Gen-

eral’’ in subsections (b) and (c) of section 5 of the Pub-

lic Buildings Act of 1959 (Public Law 86–249, 73 Stat. 479) 

because of section 4(a) of the Postal Reorganization Act 

(Public Law 91–375, 84 Stat. 773). 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Property and Administrative Services 

Act of 1949, referred to in subsec. (d)(2), is act June 30, 

1949, ch. 288, 63 Stat. 377, as amended. Title III of the 

Act is classified generally to subchapter IV (§ 251 et 

seq.) of chapter 4 of Title 41, Public Contracts. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–178 inserted ‘‘, by pur-

chase, condemnation, donation, exchange, or other-

wise,’’ after ‘‘The Administrator may acquire’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 108–178 effective Aug. 21, 2002, 

see section 5 of Pub. L. 108–178, set out as a note under 

section 5334 of Title 5, Government Organization and 

Employees. 

§ 3305. Construction and alteration of buildings 

(a) CONSTRUCTION.— 

(1) REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING BUILDINGS.— 

When the Administrator of General Services 

considers it to be in the best interest of the 

Federal Government to construct a new public 

building to take the place of an existing public 

building, the Administrator may demolish the 

existing building and use the site on which it 

is located for the site of the proposed public 
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