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cognizance and entertainment of Congress, the 

President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 

House of Representatives concurrently may sus-

pend any of the prohibitions contained in sec-

tions 5103 and 5104 of this title that would pre-

vent the use of the roads and walks within the 

Grounds by processions or assemblages, and the 

use in the Grounds of suitable decorations, 

music, addresses, and ceremonies, if responsible 

officers have been appointed and the President 

and the Speaker determine that adequate ar-

rangements have been made to maintain suit-

able order and decorum in the proceedings and 

to guard the United States Capitol and its 

grounds from injury. 

(b) POWER TO SUSPEND PROHIBITIONS IN AB-

SENCE OF PRESIDENT OR SPEAKER.—If either the 

President or Speaker is absent from the District 

of Columbia, the authority to suspend devolves 

on the other officer. If both officers are absent, 

the authority devolves on the Capitol Police 

Board. 

(c) AUTHORITY OF MAYOR TO PERMIT USE OF 

LOUISIANA AVENUE.—Notwithstanding sub-

section (a) and section 5104(f) of this title, the 

Capitol Police Board may grant the Mayor of 

the District of Columbia authority to permit the 

use of Louisiana Avenue for any of the purposes 

prohibited by section 5104(f). 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1178.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5106(a) ........ 40:193j. July 31, 1946, ch. 707, §§ 11, 
12, 60 Stat. 719. 

5106(b) ........ 40:193k (words be-
fore proviso). 

5106(c) ........ 40:193k (proviso). 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘District of Columbia’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘Washington’’ for clarity and con-

sistency. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘Mayor of the District of 

Columbia’’ are substituted for ‘‘Commissioners of the 

District of Columbia’’ [meaning the Board of Commis-

sioners of the District of Columbia] [subsequently 

changed to ‘‘Commissioner of the District of Columbia’’ 

because of section 401 of Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 

1967 (eff. Aug. 11, 1967, 81 Stat. 951)] because of section 

421 of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act (Public 

Law 93–198, 87 Stat. 789). 

§ 5107. Concerts on grounds 

Sections 5102, 5103, 5104(b)–(f), 5105, 5106, and 

5109 of this title and sections 9, 9A, 9B, and 9C of 

the Act of July 31, 1946 (ch. 707, 60 Stat. 719, 720), 

do not prohibit a band in the service of the Fed-

eral Government from giving concerts in the 

United States Capitol Grounds at times which 

will not interfere with Congress and as author-

ized by the Architect of the Capitol. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1178; Pub. 

L. 108–178, § 3(2), Dec. 15, 2003, 117 Stat. 2640.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5107 ............ 40:193l. July 31, 1946, ch. 707, § 13, 60 
Stat. 720. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Sections 9, 9A, 9B, and 9C of the Act of July 31, 1946, 

referred to in text, are classified to sections 1961, 1966, 

1967, and 1922, respectively, of Title 2, The Congress. 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Pub. L. 108–178 substituted ‘‘5105, 5106’’ for ‘‘5105, 

5105’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 108–178 effective Aug. 21, 2002, 

see section 5 of Pub. L. 108–178, set out as a note under 

section 5334 of Title 5, Government Organization and 

Employees. 

§ 5108. Audit of private organizations 

A private organization (except a political 

party or committee constituted for the election 

of federal officials), whether or not organized for 

profit and whether or not any of its income in-

ures to the benefit of any person, that performs 

services or conducts activities in the United 

States Capitol Buildings or Grounds is subject 

to a special audit of its accounts for each year 

in which it performs those services or conducts 

those activities. The Comptroller General shall 

conduct the audit and report the results of the 

audit to the Senate and the House of Represent-

atives. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1178.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5108 ............ 40:193m–1. Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, 
§ 451(a), Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1193. 

The words ‘‘as defined by or pursuant to law’’ are 

omitted as unnecessary because of sections 5101 and 

5102 of the revised title. The words ‘‘Comptroller Gen-

eral’’ are substituted for ‘‘General Accounting Office’’ 

because of 31:702 and for consistency in the revised 

title. 

§ 5109. Penalties 

(a) FIREARMS, DANGEROUS WEAPONS, EXPLO-

SIVES, OR INCENDIARY DEVICE OFFENSES.—An in-

dividual or group violating section 5104(e)(1) of 

this title, or attempting to commit a violation, 

shall be fined under title 18, imprisoned for not 

more than five years, or both. 
(b) OTHER OFFENSES.—A person violating sec-

tion 5103 or 5104(b), (c), (d), (e)(2), or (f) of this 

title, or attempting to commit a violation, shall 

be fined under title 18, imprisoned for not more 

than six months, or both. 
(c) PROCEDURE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—An action for a violation of 

this chapter or section 9, 9A, 9B, 9C or 14 of the 

Act of July 31, 1946 (ch. 707, 60 Stat. 719, 720), 

including an attempt or a conspiracy to com-

mit a violation, shall be brought by the Attor-

ney General in the name of the United States. 

This chapter and sections 9, 9A, 9B, 9C and 14 

do not supersede any provision of federal law 

or the laws of the District of Columbia. Where 

the conduct violating this chapter or section 

9, 9A, 9B, 9C or 14 also violates federal law or 

the laws of the District of Columbia, both vio-

lations may be joined in a single action. 
(2) VENUE.—An action under this section for 

a violation of— 
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