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section (b) involve a major change in the char-

acter or intensity of an existing use in the en-

virons, the Commission shall advise and con-

sult with the planning agency. The report and 

recommendations shall be submitted within 60 

days and shall be accompanied by any reports 

or recommendations of the planning agency. 

(3) WORKING WITH STATE OR LOCAL AUTHORITY 

OR AGENCY.—In carrying out its planning func-

tions with respect to federal developments or 

projects in the environs, the Commission may 

work with, and make agreements with, any 

state or local authority or planning agency as 

the Commission considers necessary to have a 

plan or proposal adopted and carried out. 

(d) APPROVAL OF FEDERAL PUBLIC BUILDINGS.— 

The provisions of the Act of June 20, 1938 (ch. 

534, 52 Stat. 797) shall not apply to federal public 

buildings. In order to ensure the orderly devel-

opment of the National Capital, the location, 

height, bulk, number of stories, and size of fed-

eral public buildings in the District of Columbia 

and the provision for open space in and around 

federal public buildings in the District of Colum-

bia are subject to the approval of the Commis-

sion. 

(e) APPROVAL OF DISTRICT GOVERNMENT BUILD-

INGS IN CENTRAL AREA.—Subsection (d) is ex-

tended to include public buildings erected by 

any agency of the Government of the District of 

Columbia in the central area of the District (as 

defined by concurrent action of the Commission 

and the Council of the District of Columbia), ex-

cept that the Commission shall transmit its ap-

proval or disapproval within 30 days after the 

day the proposal was submitted to the Commis-

sion. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1221; Pub. 

L. 109–284, § 6(29), Sept. 27, 2006, 120 Stat. 1213.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8722(a) ........ 40:71d(e). June 6, 1924, ch. 270, § 5, as 
added July 19, 1952, ch. 
949, § 1, 66 Stat. 787; Pub. 
L. 93–198, title II, § 203(d), 
Dec. 24, 1973, 87 Stat. 782. 

8722(b)(1) .... 40:71d(a) (1st sen-
tence words be-
fore proviso, 
2d–last sen-
tences). 

8722(b)(2)(A) 40:71d(b). 
8722(b)(2)(B) 40:71d(a) (1st sen-

tence proviso). 
8722(c)(1), 

(2).
40:71d(d). 

8722(c)(3) .... 40:71c(e) (last par.). June 6, 1924, ch. 270, § 4(e) 
(last par.), as added July 
19, 1952, ch. 949, § 1, 66 
Stat. 787. 

8722(d) ........ (uncodified). June 20, 1938, ch. 534, § 16, 52 
Stat. 802. 

8722(e) ........ 40:71d(c). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘including the acquisi-

tion of land’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘‘received and’’ are 

omitted as unnecessary. 

In subsection (c)(2), reference to the National Capital 

Regional Planning Council is omitted as obsolete be-

cause the Council was abolished by section 1 of Reorga-

nization Plan No. 5 of 1966 (eff. Sept. 8, 1966, 40:71b 

note). 

In subsection (c)(3), the word ‘‘work’’ is substituted 

for ‘‘act in conjunction and cooperation’’ to eliminate 

unnecessary words. 

In subsection (d), the word ‘‘Commission’’ [meaning 

the National Capital Planning Commission] is sub-

stituted for ‘‘National Capital Park and Planning Com-

mission’’ because of section 9 of the Act of June 6, 1924 

(ch. 270), as added by section 1 of the Act of July 19, 1952 

(ch. 949, 66 Stat. 790). See section 8711(f) of the revised 

title. 

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘the boundaries of’’ and 

‘‘and from time to time redefined’’ are omitted as un-

necessary. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Act of June 20, 1938, referred to in subsec. (d), is 

act June 20, 1938, ch. 534, 52 Stat. 797, as amended. While 

the Act was not classified to the Code, section 16 of the 

Act was repealed and reenacted as subsec. (d) of this 

section by Pub. L. 107–217, §§ 1, 6, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 

1062, 1304. See Historical and Revision Notes above. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–284 substituted ‘‘52 Stat. 

797’’ for ‘‘52 Stat. 802’’ and ‘‘are subject’’ for ‘‘is sub-

ject’’. 

§ 8723. Capital improvements 

(a) SIX-YEAR PROGRAM OF PUBLIC WORKS 

PROJECTS.—The National Capital Planning Com-

mission shall recommend a six-year program of 

public works projects for the Federal Govern-

ment which the Commission shall review annu-

ally with the agencies concerned. Each federal 

agency shall submit to the Commission in the 

first quarter of each fiscal year a copy of its ad-

vance program of capital improvements within 

the National Capital and its environs. 

(b) SUBMISSION OF MULTIYEAR CAPITAL IM-

PROVEMENT PLAN.—By February 1 of each year, 

the Mayor of the District of Columbia shall sub-

mit to the Commission a copy of the multiyear 

capital improvements plan for the District of 

Columbia that the Mayor develops under section 

444 of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act 

(Public Law 93–198, 87 Stat. 800). The Commis-

sion has 30 days in which to comment on the 

plan but may not change or disapprove of the 

plan. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1223.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8723 ............ 40:71f. June 6, 1924, ch. 270, § 7, as 
added July 19, 1952, ch. 
949, § 1, 66 Stat. 789; Pub. 
L. 93–198, title II, § 203(f), 
Dec. 24, 1973, 87 Stat. 782. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘District of Columbia 

Home Rule Act’’ are substituted for ‘‘District of Colum-

bia of Columbia Self-Government and Governmental 

Reorganization Act’’ because of section 11717(b) of the 

Balanced Budget Act of 1997 (Public Law 105–33, 111 

Stat. 786). 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 444 of the District of Columbia Home Rule 

Act, referred to in subsec. (b), is section 444 of Pub. L. 

93–198, title IV, Dec. 24, 1973, 87 Stat. 800, as amended, 

which is not classified to the Code. 

§ 8724. Zoning regulations and maps 

(a) AMENDMENTS OF ZONING REGULATIONS AND 

MAPS.—The National Capital Planning Commis-

sion may make a report and recommendation to 



Page 162 TITLE 40—PUBLIC BUILDINGS, PROPERTY, AND WORKS § 8725 

the Zoning Commission of the District of Co-

lumbia, as provided in section 5 of the Act of 

June 20, 1938 (ch. 534, 52 Stat. 798), on the rela-

tion, conformity, or consistency of proposed 

amendments of the zoning regulations and maps 

with the comprehensive plan for the National 

Capital. The Planning Commission may also 

submit to the Zoning Commission proposed 

amendments or general revisions to the zoning 

regulations or the zoning map for the District of 

Columbia. 
(b) ADDITIONAL REPORT BY PLANNING COMMIS-

SION.—When requested by an authorized rep-

resentative of the Planning Commission, the 

Zoning Commission may recess for a reasonable 

period of time any public hearing it is holding to 

consider a proposed amendment to the zoning 

regulations or map so that the Planning Com-

mission may have an opportunity to present to 

the Zoning Commission an additional report on 

the proposed amendment. 
(c) ZONING COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL CAPITAL 

PLANNING COMMISSION.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT AND COMPOSITION.—There 

is a Zoning Committee of the National Capital 

Planning Commission. The Committee con-

sists of at least three members of the Planning 

Commission the Planning Commission des-

ignates for that purpose. The number of mem-

bers serving on the Committee may vary. 
(2) DUTIES.—The Committee shall carry out 

the functions vested in the Planning Commis-

sion under this section and section 8725 of this 

title— 
(A) to the extent the Planning Commission 

decides; and 
(B) when requested by the Zoning Commis-

sion and approved by the Planning Commis-

sion. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1223.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8724(a) ........ 40:71g(a). June 6, 1924, ch. 270, 
§ 8(a)–(c), as added July 19, 
1952, ch. 949, § 1, 66 Stat. 
790; Pub. L. 93–198, title II, 
§ 203(g), Dec. 24, 1973, 87 
Stat. 783. 

8724(b) ........ 40:71g(b). 
8724(c) ........ 40:71g(c). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘Act of June 20, 1938’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘Act of March 1, 1920’’ to correct an 

error in the law. 
In subsection (b), the words ‘‘properly’’, ‘‘at its dis-

cretion’’, and ‘‘or its representative’’ are omitted as un-

necessary. 
In subsection (c)(1), the words ‘‘from time to time’’ 

are omitted as unnecessary. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 5 of the Act of June 20, 1938, referred to in 

subsec. (a), is section 5 of act June 20, 1938, ch. 534, 52 

Stat. 798, which is not classified to the Code. 

§ 8725. Recommendations on platting and sub-
dividing land 

(a) BY COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-

BIA.—The Council of the District of Columbia 

shall submit any proposed change in, or addition 

to, the regulations or general orders regulating 

the platting and subdividing of lands and 

grounds in the District of Columbia to the Na-

tional Capital Planning Commission for report 

and recommendation before the Council adopts 

the change or addition. The Council shall advise 

the Commission when it does not agree with the 

recommendations of the Commission and shall 

give the reasons why it disagrees. The Commis-

sion then shall submit a final report within 30 

days. After considering the final report, the 

Council may act in accordance with its legal re-

sponsibilities and authority. 

(b) BY PLANNING COMMISSION.—The Commis-

sion shall submit to the Council any proposed 

change in, or amendment to, the general orders 

that the Commission considers appropriate. The 

Council shall treat the amendments proposed in 

the same manner as other proposed amend-

ments. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1224.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8725 ............ 40:71g(d). June 6, 1924, ch. 270, § 8(d), as 
added July 19, 1952, ch. 
949, § 1, 66 Stat. 790. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘to the Council’’ are 

added for clarity. 

§ 8726. Authorization of appropriations 

Amounts necessary to carry out this sub-

chapter may be appropriated from money in the 

Treasury not otherwise appropriated and from 

any appropriate appropriation law, except the 

annual District of Columbia Appropriation Act. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1224.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8726 ............ 40:71i. June 6, 1924, ch. 270, § 10, as 
added July 19, 1952, ch. 
949, § 1, 66 Stat. 791. 

The words ‘‘any existing provisions of law to the con-

trary notwithstanding’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ACQUIRING AND 

DISPOSING OF LAND 

§ 8731. Acquiring land for park, parkway, or 
playground purposes 

(a) AUTHORITY TO ACQUIRE LAND.—The Na-

tional Capitol Planning Commission shall ac-

quire land the Planning Commission believes is 

necessary and desirable in the District of Co-

lumbia and adjacent areas in Maryland and Vir-

ginia for suitable development of the National 

Capital park, parkway, and playground system. 

The acquisition must be within the limits of the 

appropriations made for those purposes. The 

Planning Commission shall request the advice of 

the Commission of Fine Arts in selecting land to 

be acquired. 

(b) HOW LAND MAY BE ACQUIRED.— 

(1) PURCHASE OR CONDEMNATION PROCEED-

ING.—The National Capital Planning Commis-

sion may buy land when the land can be ac-

quired at a price the Planning Commission 

considers reasonable or by a condemnation 
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