§285g-2

§ 285g-2. Mental retardation research

The Director of the Institute shall conduct
and support research and related activities into
the causes, prevention, and treatment of mental
retardation.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title IV, §450, as added Pub.
L. 99-158, §2, Nov. 20, 1985, 99 Stat. 856.)

§285g-3. Associate Director for Prevention; ap-
pointment; function

There shall be in the Institute an Associate
Director for Prevention to coordinate and pro-
mote the programs in the Institute concerning
the prevention of health problems of mothers
and children. The Associate Director shall be ap-
pointed by the Director of the Institute from in-
dividuals who because of their professional
training or experience are experts in public
health or preventive medicine.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title IV, §451, as added Pub.
L. 99-158, §2, Nov. 20, 1985, 99 Stat. 856; amended
Pub. L. 1056-362, title VI, §601(a)(1)(E), Nov. 10,
1998, 112 Stat. 3285.)

AMENDMENTS

1998—Pub. L. 105-362 struck out subsec. (a) designa-
tion and struck out subsec. (b) which read as follows:
“The Associate Director for Prevention shall prepare
for inclusion in the biennial report made under section
284b of this title a description of the prevention activi-
ties of the Institute, including a description of the staff
and resources allocated to those activities.”

§285g—4. National Center for Medical Rehabilita-
tion Research

(a) Establishment of Center

There shall be in the Institute an agency to be
known as the National Center for Medical Reha-
bilitation Research (hereafter in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Center’’). The Director of the
Institute shall appoint a qualified individual to
serve as Director of the Center. The Director of
the Center shall report directly to the Director
of the Institute.

(b) Purpose

The general purpose of the Center is the con-
duct and support of research and research train-
ing (including research on the development of
orthotic and prosthetic devices), the dissemina-
tion of health information, and other programs
with respect to the rehabilitation of individuals
with physical disabilities resulting from dis-
eases or disorders of the neurological, musculo-
skeletal, cardiovascular, pulmonary, or any
other physiological system (hereafter in this
section referred to as ‘“‘medical rehabilitation’’).

(¢) Authority of Director

(1) In carrying out the purpose described in
subsection (b) of this section, the Director of the
Center may—

(A) provide for clinical trials regarding med-
ical rehabilitation;

(B) provide for research regarding model sys-
tems of medical rehabilitation;

(C) coordinate the activities of the Center
with similar activities of other agencies of the
Federal Government, including the other
agencies of the National Institutes of Health,
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and with similar activities of other public en-
tities and of private entities;

(D) support multidisciplinary medical reha-
bilitation research conducted or supported by
more than one such agency;

(E) in consultation with the advisory council
for the Institute and with the approval of the
Director of NITH—

(i) establish technical and scientific peer
review groups in addition to those appointed
under section 282(b)(16) of this title; and

(ii) appoint the members of peer review
groups established under subparagraph (A);
and

(F) support medical rehabilitation research
and training centers.

The Federal Advisory Committee Act shall not
apply to the duration of a peer review group ap-
pointed under subparagraph (E).

(2) In carrying out this section, the Director of
the Center may make grants and enter into co-
operative agreements and contracts.

(d) Research Plan

(1) In consultation with the Director of the
Center, the coordinating committee established
under subsection (e) of this section, and the ad-
visory board established under subsection (f) of
this section, the Director of the Institute shall
develop a comprehensive plan for the conduct
and support of medical rehabilitation research
(hereafter in this section referred to as the ‘‘Re-
search Plan’).

(2) The Research Plan shall—

(A) identify current medical rehabilitation
research activities conducted or supported by
the Federal Government, opportunities and
needs for additional research, and priorities
for such research; and

(B) make recommendations for the coordina-
tion of such research conducted or supported
by the National Institutes of Health and other
agencies of the Federal Government.

(3)(A) Not later than 18 months after the date
of the enactment of the National Institutes of
Health Revitalization Amendments of 1990, the
Director of the Institute shall transmit the Re-
search Plan to the Director of NIH, who shall
submit the Plan to the President and the Con-
gress.

(B) Subparagraph (A) shall be carried out inde-
pendently of the process of reporting that is re-
quired in sections 283 and 284b! of this title.

(4) The Director of the Institute shall periodi-
cally revise and update the Research Plan as ap-
propriate, after consultation with the Director
of the Center, the coordinating committee es-
tablished under subsection (e) of this section,
and the advisory board established under sub-
section (f) of this section. A description of any
revisions in the Research Plan shall be con-
tained in each report prepared under section
284b1 of this title by the Director of the Insti-
tute.

(e) Medical Rehabilitation Coordinating Commit-
tee

(1) The Director of NIH shall establish a com-
mittee to be known as the Medical Rehabilita-

1See References in Text note below.
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