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§ 570. Conveyance of land to school district 

The Secretary of the Interior is hereby au-
thorized, upon application by the proper officers 
of a school district located wholly or in part 
within the boundaries of a project of the United 
States Reclamation Service, to issue patent con-
veying to such district such unappropriated un-
disposed of lands, not exceeding six acres in 
area, within any Government reclamation town 
site situated within such school district as, in 
the opinion of the Secretary of the Interior, are 
necessary for use by said district for school 
buildings and grounds: Provided, That if any land 
so conveyed cease entirely to be used for school 
purposes title thereto shall revert to and revest 
in the United States. 

(Oct. 31, 1919, ch. 92, 41 Stat. 326.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

The Reclamation Service, established in July 1902, 
changed to the Bureau of Reclamation on June 20, 1923, 
then to the Water and Power Resources Service on Nov. 
6, 1979, and then to the Bureau of Reclamation on May 
18, 1981. See 155 Dep’t of the Interior, Departmental 
Manual 1.1 (2008 repl.); Sec’y Hubert Work, Dep’t of the 
Interior, Order (June 20, 1923); Sec’y Cecil D. Andrus, 
Dep’t of the Interior, Secretarial Order 3042, §§ 1, 4 (Nov. 
6, 1979); Sec’y James G. Watt, Dep’t of the Interior, Sec-
retarial Order 3064, §§ 3, 5 (May 18, 1981). 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

§ 571. Sale of unplatted portions of Government 
town sites; authorization 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized, in 
his discretion, to appraise, and sell, at public 
auction, to the highest bidder, from time to 
time, under such terms as to time of payment as 
he may require, but in no event for any longer 
period than five years, any or all of the un-
platted portions of Government town sites cre-
ated under the Act of April 16, 1906 (Thirty- 
fourth Statutes, page 116), on any irrigation 
project constructed under the Act of June 17, 
1902 (Thirty-second Statutes, page 388), or Acts 
amendatory thereof or supplementary thereto: 
Provided, That any land so offered for sale and 
not disposed of may afterwards be sold, at not 
less than the appraised value, at private sale, 
under such regulations as the Secretary of the 
Interior may prescribe. Patents made in pursu-
ance of such sale shall convey all the right, 
title, and interest of the United States in or to 
the land so sold. 

(Mar. 2, 1929, ch. 541, § 1, 45 Stat. 1522; Feb. 14, 
1931, ch. 176, 46 Stat. 1107.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of April 16, 1906, referred to in text, is act Apr. 16, 
1906, ch. 1631, 34 Stat. 116, which enacted sections 522, 
561, 562, 566, and 567 of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

Act of June 17, 1902, referred to in text, is act June 
17, 1902, ch. 1093, 32 Stat. 388, popularly known as the 
Reclamation Act, which is classified generally to this 
chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Short Title note set out under section 371 of 
this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1931—Act Feb. 14, 1931, substituted ‘‘under such terms 
as to time of payment as he may require, but in no 
event for any longer period than five years’’ for ‘‘for 
cash’’. 

§ 572. Disposition of net proceeds; fixing project 
construction charges 

The net proceeds of such sales after deducting 
all expenditures on account of such lands, and 
the project construction charge, for the irriga-
ble area of the lands so sold where irrigation or 
drainage works have been constructed or are 
proposed to be constructed, shall be disposed of 
as provided in section 501 of this title. Where the 
project construction charge shall not have been 
fixed at the date of any such sale, same shall be 
estimated by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(Mar. 2, 1929, ch. 541, § 2, 45 Stat. 1522.) 

§ 573. Expenses of appraisement and sale; rules 
and regulations 

Reclamation funds are authorized to be appro-
priated for use in defraying the necessary ex-
penses of appraisement and sale of the lands au-
thorized to be sold under section 571 of this title, 
and the Secretary of the Interior is authorized 
to perform any and all acts and to make such 
rules and regulations as, in his opinion, may be 
necessary and proper for carrying out the pur-
poses of sections 571 to 573 of this title. 

(Mar. 2, 1929, ch. 541, § 3, 45 Stat. 1522.) 

SUBCHAPTER XVI—REFUNDS TO WAR 
VETERANS 

§§ 581 to 586. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section 581, act Feb. 21, 1925, ch. 277, § 1, 43 Stat. 956, 
defined ‘‘veteran’’. 

Section 582, act Feb. 21, 1925, ch. 277, § 2, 43 Stat. 956, 
related to authorization for refund to World War veter-
ans. 

Section 583, act Feb. 21, 1925, ch. 277, § 3, 43 Stat. 956, 
related to right of estate of a veteran to benefits. 

Section 584, act Feb. 21, 1925, ch. 277, § 3, 43 Stat. 956, 
related to relinquishment of rights on acceptance of re-
fund. 

Section 585, act Feb. 21, 1925, ch. 277, § 4, 43 Stat. 957, 
related to cancellation of water-right application. 

Section 586, act Feb. 21, 1925, ch. 277, § 5, 43 Stat. 957, 
related to regulations by Secretary of the Interior as to 
refunds. 

SUBCHAPTER XVII—LEGISLATION APPLI-
CABLE TO PARTICULAR PROJECTS GEN-
ERALLY 

§ 591. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act Feb. 28, 1923, ch. 145, § 5, 42 Stat. 1325, re-
lated to extension of time for payment of operation and 
maintenance charges on projects other than the Boise, 
Idaho, project. See section 493a of this title. 

§ 591a. Boise project, Idaho; Arrowrock Dam; in-
stallment payments of costs of repairs, resur-
facing, improvement, etc. 

For the purpose of avoiding an unduly high op-
eration and maintenance assessment in any one 
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