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amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘Lioans or other ex-
tensions of credit from the Fund shall be made avail-
able in accordance with the requirements of the Fed-
eral Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661 et seq.) and
any other applicable law to an eligible small business
on the basis of—
‘(1) the analysis of the business plan of the eligible
small business;
‘(2) the reasonable availability of collateral to se-
cure the loan or credit extension;
‘(3) the extent to which the loan or credit exten-
sion promotes the purposes of this section; and
‘“(4) other lending policies as defined by the Board.”

§ 615. Support for universal emergency telephone
number

The Federal Communications Commission
shall encourage and support efforts by States to
deploy comprehensive end-to-end emergency
communications infrastructure and programs,
based on coordinated statewide plans, including
seamless, ubiquitous, reliable wireless tele-
communications networks and enhanced wire-
less 9-1-1 service. In encouraging and supporting
that deployment, the Commission shall consult
and cooperate with State and local officials re-
sponsible for emergency services and public
safety, the telecommunications industry (spe-
cifically including the cellular and other wire-
less telecommunications service providers), the
motor vehicle manufacturing industry, emer-
gency medical service providers and emergency
dispatch providers, transportation officials, spe-
cial 9-1-1 districts, public safety, fire service and
law enforcement officials, consumer groups, and
hospital emergency and trauma care personnel
(including emergency physicians, trauma sur-
geons, and nurses). The Commission shall en-
courage each State to develop and implement
coordinated statewide deployment plans,
through an entity designated by the governor,
and to include representatives of the foregoing
organizations and entities in development and
implementation of such plans. Nothing in this
section shall be construed to authorize or re-
quire the Commission to impose obligations or
costs on any person.

(Pub. L. 106-81, §3(b), Oct. 26, 1999, 113 Stat. 1287.)
CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Wireless Commu-
nications and Public Safety Act of 1999, and not as part
of the Communications Act of 1934 which comprises
this chapter.

FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

Pub. L. 106-81, §2, Oct. 26, 1999, 113 Stat. 1286, provided
that:
‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds that—

‘(1) the establishment and maintenance of an end-
to-end communications infrastructure among mem-
bers of the public, emergency safety, fire service and
law enforcement officials, emergency dispatch pro-
viders, transportation officials, and hospital emer-
gency and trauma care facilities will reduce response
times for the delivery of emergency care, assist in de-
livering appropriate care, and thereby prevent fatali-
ties, substantially reduce the severity and extent of
injuries, reduce time lost from work, and save thou-
sands of lives and billions of dollars in health care
costs;

‘(2) the rapid, efficient deployment of emergency
telecommunications service requires statewide co-
ordination of the efforts of local public safety, fire
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service and law enforcement officials, emergency dis-
patch providers, and transportation officials; the es-
tablishment of sources of adequate funding for carrier
and public safety, fire service and law enforcement
agency technology development and deployment; the
coordination and integration of emergency commu-
nications with traffic control and management sys-
tems and the designation of 9-1-1 as the number to
call in emergencies throughout the Nation;

‘“(3) emerging technologies can be a critical compo-
nent of the end-to-end communications infrastruc-
ture connecting the public with emergency medical
service providers and emergency dispatch providers,
public safety, fire service and law enforcement offi-
cials, and hospital emergency and trauma care facili-
ties, to reduce emergency response times and provide
appropriate care;

‘“(4) improved public safety remains an important
public health objective of Federal, State, and local
governments and substantially facilitates interstate
and foreign commerce;

‘“(5) emergency care systems, particularly in rural
areas of the Nation, will improve with the enabling of
prompt notification of emergency services when
motor vehicle crashes occur; and

‘“(6) the construction and operation of seamless,
ubiquitous, and reliable wireless telecommunications
systems promote public safety and provide imme-
diate and critical communications links among mem-
bers of the public; emergency medical service provid-
ers and emergency dispatch providers; public safety,
fire service and law enforcement officials; transpor-
tation officials, and hospital emergency and trauma
care facilities.

‘“(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act [see Short
Title of 1999 Amendments note set out under section 609
of this title] is to encourage and facilitate the prompt
deployment throughout the United States of a seam-
less, ubiquitous, and reliable end-to-end infrastructure
for communications, including wireless communica-
tions, to meet the Nation’s public safety and other
communications needs.”

§ 615a. Parity of protection for provision or use
of wireless service

(a) Provider parity

A wireless carrier, and its officers, directors,
employees, vendors, and agents, shall have im-
munity or other protection from liability in a
State of a scope and extent that is not less than
the scope and extent of immunity or other pro-
tection from liability that any local exchange
company, and its officers, directors, employees,
vendors, or agents, have under Federal and
State law (whether through statute, judicial de-
cision, tariffs filed by such local exchange com-
pany, or otherwise) applicable in such State, in-
cluding in connection with an act or omission
involving the release to a PSAP, emergency
medical service provider or emergency dispatch
provider, public safety, fire service or law en-
forcement official, or hospital emergency or
trauma care facility of subscriber information
related to emergency calls or emergency serv-
ices.
(b) User parity

A person using wireless 9-1-1 service shall
have immunity or other protection from liabil-
ity of a scope and extent that is not less than
the scope and extent of immunity or other pro-
tection from liability under applicable law in
similar circumstances of a person using 9-1-1
service that is not wireless.
(c) PSAP parity

In matters related to wireless 9-1-1 commu-
nications, a PSAP, and its employees, vendors,
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agents, and authorizing government entity (if
any) shall have immunity or other protection
from liability of a scope and extent that is not
less than the scope and extent of immunity or
other protection from liability under applicable
law accorded to such PSAP, employees, vendors,
agents, and authorizing government entity, re-
spectively, in matters related to 9-1-1 commu-
nications that are not wireless.

(d) Basis for enactment

This section is enacted as an exercise of the
enforcement power of the Congress under sec-
tion 5 of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Con-
stitution and the power of the Congress to regu-
late commerce with foreign nations, among the
several States, and with Indian tribes.

(Pub. L. 106-81, §4, Oct. 26, 1999, 113 Stat. 1288.)
CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Wireless Commu-

nications and Public Safety Act of 1999, and not as part

of the Communications Act of 1934 which comprises
this chapter.

§ 615b. Definitions

As used in this Act:
(1) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Secretary
of Transportation.
(2) State

The term ‘‘State” means any of the several
States, the District of Columbia, or any terri-
tory or possession of the United States.

(3) Public safety answering point; PSAP

The term ‘‘public safety answering point’’ or
“PSAP” means a facility that has been des-
ignated to receive 9-1-1 calls and route them
to emergency service personnel.

(4) Wireless carrier

The term ‘‘wireless carrier’” means a pro-
vider of commercial mobile services or any
other radio communications service that the
Federal Communications Commission requires
to provide wireless 9-1-1 service.

(5) Enhanced wireless 9-1-1 service

The term ‘‘enhanced wireless 9-1-1 service”’
means any enhanced 9-1-1 service so des-
ignated by the Federal Communications Com-
mission in the proceeding entitled ‘‘Revision
of the Commission’s Rules to Ensure Compat-
ibility with Enhanced 9-1-1 Emergency Calling
Systems’ (CC Docket No. 94-102; RM-8143), or
any successor proceeding.

(6) Wireless 9-1-1 service

The term ‘“‘wireless 9-1-1 service’’ means any
9-1-1 service provided by a wireless carrier, in-
cluding enhanced wireless 9-1-1 service.

(7) Emergency dispatch providers

The term ‘‘emergency dispatch providers”
shall include governmental and nongovern-
mental providers of emergency dispatch serv-
ices.

(Pub. L. 106-81, §6, Oct. 26, 1999, 113 Stat. 1289.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 106-81, Oct. 26,
1999, 113 Stat. 1286, known as the Wireless Communica-
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tions and Public Safety Act of 1999, which enacted sec-
tions 615 to 615b of this title, amended sections 222 and
261 of this title, and enacted provisions set out as notes
under sections 609 and 615 of this title. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of
1999 Amendments note set out under section 609 of this
title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Wireless Commu-
nications and Public Safety Act of 1999, and not as part
of the Communications Act of 1934 which comprises
this chapter.

CHAPTER 6—COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE
SYSTEM

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec.

701. Omitted.

702. Definitions.

703. Satellite service report.

SUBCHAPTER II—FEDERAL COORDINATION,
PLANNING, AND REGULATION

721. Implementation of policy.
SUBCHAPTER III—COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE
CORPORATION

731 to 735. Omitted.
SUBCHAPTER IV—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
741 to 744. Omitted.
SUBCHAPTER V—INTERNATIONAL MARITIME
SATELLITE TELECOMMUNICATIONS

751, 752. Omitted.

753. Implementation of policy.

754 to 756. Repealed.

757. Definitions.
SUBCHAPTER VI—COMMUNICATIONS
COMPETITION AND PRIVATIZATION

PART A—ACTIONS TO ENSURE PRO-COMPETITIVE

PRIVATIZATION
761. Federal Communications Commission licens-
ing.
T6la. Incentives; limitation on expansion pending
privatization.

PART B—FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
LICENSING CRITERIA: PRIVATIZATION CRITERIA

763. General criteria to ensure a pro-competitive
privatization of INTELSAT and Inmarsat.

763a. Specific criteria for INTELSAT.

763Db. Repealed.

763c. Space segment capacity of the GMDSS.

763d. Encouraging market access and privatization.

PART C—DEREGULATION AND OTHER STATUTORY
CHANGES

765. Access to INTELSAT.
T65a. Signatory role.
765b. Elimination of procurement preferences.
765¢. ITU functions.
765d. Termination of provisions of this chapter.
T65€e. Reports to Congress.
765f. Satellite auctions.
765g. Exclusivity arrangements.

PART D—NEGOTIATIONS TO PURSUE PRIVATIZATION
767. Methods to pursue privatization.

PART E—DEFINITIONS
769. Definitions.

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS
§701. Omitted

CODIFICATION

Section, Pub. L. 87-624, title I, §102, Aug. 31, 1962, 76
Stat. 419, which related to Congressional declaration of
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