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(4) Commissioner 

The term ‘‘Commissioner’’ means the Com-

missioner responsible for the United States 

Customs and Border Protection of the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security. 

(5) Container 

The term ‘‘container’’ has the meaning 

given the term in the International Conven-

tion for Safe Containers, with annexes, done 

at Geneva, December 2, 1972 (29 UST 3707). 

(6) Container security device 

The term ‘‘container security device’’ means 

a device, or system, designed, at a minimum, 

to identify positively a container, to detect 

and record the unauthorized intrusion of a 

container, and to secure a container against 

tampering throughout the supply chain. Such 

a device, or system, shall have a low false 

alarm rate as determined by the Secretary. 

(7) Department 

The term ‘‘Department’’ means the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security. 

(8) Examination 

The term ‘‘examination’’ means an inspec-

tion of cargo to detect the presence of 

misdeclared, restricted, or prohibited items 

that utilizes nonintrusive imaging and detec-

tion technology. 

(9) Inspection 

The term ‘‘inspection’’ means the compre-

hensive process used by the United States Cus-

toms and Border Protection to assess goods 

entering the United States to appraise them 

for duty purposes, to detect the presence of re-

stricted or prohibited items, and to ensure 

compliance with all applicable laws. The proc-

ess may include screening, conducting an ex-

amination, or conducting a search. 

(10) International supply chain 

The term ‘‘international supply chain’’ 

means the end-to-end process for shipping 

goods to or from the United States beginning 

at the point of origin (including manufacturer, 

supplier, or vendor) through a point of dis-

tribution to the destination. 

(11) Radiation detection equipment 

The term ‘‘radiation detection equipment’’ 

means any technology that is capable of de-

tecting or identifying nuclear and radiological 

material or nuclear and radiological explosive 

devices. 

(12) Scan 

The term ‘‘scan’’ means utilizing nonintru-

sive imaging equipment, radiation detection 

equipment, or both, to capture data, including 

images of a container. 

(13) Screening 

The term ‘‘screening’’ means a visual or 

automated review of information about goods, 

including manifest or entry documentation ac-

companying a shipment being imported into 

the United States, to determine the presence 

of misdeclared, restricted, or prohibited items 

and assess the level of threat posed by such 

cargo. 

(14) Search 

The term ‘‘search’’ means an intrusive ex-

amination in which a container is opened and 

its contents are devanned and visually in-

spected for the presence of misdeclared, re-

stricted, or prohibited items. 

(15) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 

of Homeland Security. 

(16) Transportation disruption 

The term ‘‘transportation disruption’’ means 

any significant delay, interruption, or stop-

page in the flow of trade caused by a natural 

disaster, heightened threat level, an act of ter-

rorism, or any transportation security inci-

dent (as defined in section 70101(6) of title 46). 

(17) Transportation security incident 

The term ‘‘transportation security incident’’ 

has the meaning given the term in section 

70101(6) of title 46. 

(Pub. L. 109–347, § 2, Oct. 13, 2006, 120 Stat. 1886.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 109–347, Oct. 

13, 2006, 120 Stat. 1884, known as the Security and Ac-

countability For Every Port Act of 2006 or the SAFE 

Port Act. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Tables. 

Section 9503(c) of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation 

Act of 1987, referred to in par. (2), is section 9503(c) of 

title IX of Pub. L. 100–203, which is set out as a note 

under section 2071 of Title 19, Customs Duties. 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 109–347, § 1(a), Oct. 13, 2006, 120 Stat. 1884, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [see Tables for classification] 

may be cited as the ‘Security and Accountability For 

Every Port Act of 2006’ or the ‘SAFE Port Act’.’’

SUBCHAPTER I—SECURITY OF UNITED 

STATES SEAPORTS

PART A—PORT SECURITY GRANTS; TRAINING AND 

EXERCISE PROGRAMS 

§ 911. Port Security Training Program 

(a) In general 

The Secretary, acting through the Under Sec-

retary for Preparedness and in coordination 

with the Commandant of the Coast Guard, shall 

establish a Port Security Training Program (re-

ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Training Pro-

gram’’) for the purpose of enhancing the capa-

bilities of each facility required to submit a plan 

under section 70103(c) of title 46 to prevent, pre-

pare for, respond to, mitigate against, and re-

cover from threatened or actual acts of terror-

ism, natural disasters, and other emergencies. 

(b) Requirements 

The Training Program shall provide validated 

training that—

(1) reaches multiple disciplines, including 

Federal, State, and local government officials, 

commercial seaport personnel and manage-

ment, and governmental and nongovernmental 

emergency response providers; 

(2) provides training at the awareness, per-

formance, and management and planning lev-

els; 
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(3) utilizes multiple training mediums and 
methods; 

(4) addresses port security topics, includ-
ing—

(A) facility security plans and procedures, 
including how security plans and procedures 
are adjusted when threat levels increase; 

(B) facility security force operations and 
management; 

(C) physical security and access control at 
facilities; 

(D) methods of security for preventing and 
countering cargo theft; 

(E) container security; 
(F) recognition and detection of weapons, 

dangerous substances, and devices; 
(G) operation and maintenance of security 

equipment and systems; 
(H) security threats and patterns; 
(I) security incident procedures, including 

procedures for communicating with govern-
mental and nongovernmental emergency re-
sponse providers; and 

(J) evacuation procedures;

(5) is consistent with, and supports imple-
mentation of, the National Incident Manage-
ment System, the National Response Plan, the 

National Infrastructure Protection Plan, the 

National Preparedness Guidance, the National 

Preparedness Goal, the National Maritime 

Transportation Security Plan, and other such 

national initiatives; 
(6) is evaluated against clear and consistent 

performance measures; 
(7) addresses security requirements under fa-

cility security plans; and 
(8) educates, trains, and involves individuals 

in neighborhoods around facilities required to 

submit a plan under section 70103(c) of title 46 

on how to observe and report security risks. 

(c) Omitted 

(d) Consultation 

The Secretary shall ensure that, in carrying 

out the Program, the Office of Grants and Train-

ing shall consult with commercial seaport per-

sonnel and management. 

(e) Training partners 

In developing and delivering training under 

the Training Program, the Secretary, in coordi-

nation with the Maritime Administration of the 

Department of Transportation, and consistent 

with section 109 of the Maritime Transportation 

Security Act of 2002 (46 U.S.C. 70101 note), 

shall—
(1) work with government training facilities, 

academic institutions, private organizations, 

employee organizations, and other entities 

that provide specialized, state-of-the-art train-

ing for governmental and nongovernmental 

emergency responder providers or commercial 

seaport personnel and management; and 
(2) utilize, as appropriate, government train-

ing facilities, courses provided by community 

colleges, public safety academies, State and 

private universities, and other facilities. 

(Pub. L. 109–347, title I, § 113, Oct. 13, 2006, 120 

Stat. 1895.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 109 of the Maritime Transportation Security 

Act of 2002, referred to in subsec. (e), is section 109 of 

title I of Pub. L. 107–295, which is set out as a note 

under section 70101 of Title 46, Shipping. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 113 of Pub. L. 109–347. 

Subsec. (c) of section 113 of Pub. L. 109–347 amended 

section 70103 of Title 46, Shipping. 

§ 912. Port Security Exercise Program 

(a) In general 

The Secretary, acting through the Under Sec-

retary for Preparedness and in coordination 

with the Commandant of the Coast Guard, shall 

establish a Port Security Exercise Program (re-

ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Exercise Pro-

gram’’) for the purpose of testing and evaluating 

the capabilities of Federal, State, local, and for-

eign governments, commercial seaport person-

nel and management, governmental and non-

governmental emergency response providers, the 

private sector, or any other organization or en-

tity, as the Secretary determines to be appro-

priate, to prevent, prepare for, mitigate against, 

respond to, and recover from acts of terrorism, 

natural disasters, and other emergencies at fa-

cilities required to submit a plan under section 

70103(c) of title 46. 

(b) Requirements 

The Secretary shall ensure that the Exercise 

Program—
(1) conducts, on a periodic basis, port secu-

rity exercises at such facilities that are—
(A) scaled and tailored to the needs of each 

facility; 
(B) live, in the case of the most at-risk fa-

cilities; 
(C) as realistic as practicable and based on 

current risk assessments, including credible 

threats, vulnerabilities, and consequences; 
(D) consistent with the National Incident 

Management System, the National Response 

Plan, the National Infrastructure Protection 

Plan, the National Preparedness Guidance, 

the National Preparedness Goal, the Na-

tional Maritime Transportation Security 

Plan, and other such national initiatives; 
(E) evaluated against clear and consistent 

performance measures; 
(F) assessed to learn best practices, which 

shall be shared with appropriate Federal, 

State, and local officials, commercial sea-

port personnel and management, govern-

mental and nongovernmental emergency re-

sponse providers, and the private sector; and 
(G) followed by remedial action in re-

sponse to lessons learned; and

(2) assists State and local governments and 

facilities in designing, implementing, and 

evaluating exercises that—
(A) conform to the requirements of para-

graph (1); and 
(B) are consistent with any applicable 

Area Maritime Transportation Security 

Plan and State or Urban Area Homeland Se-

curity Plan. 

(c) Improvement plan 

The Secretary shall establish a port security 

exercise improvement plan process to—
(1) identify and analyze each port security 

exercise for lessons learned and best practices; 
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