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that this information never could or should be pro-
tected. For example, it may well be necessary in indi-
vidual cases to prevent remote access by nonparties to 
any part of an account number or social-security num-
ber. It may also be necessary to protect information 
not covered by the redaction requirement—such as 
driver’s license numbers and alien registration num-
bers—in a particular case. In such cases, protection 
may be sought under subdivision (c) or (d). Moreover, 
the rule does not affect the protection available under 
other rules, such as Rules 16 and 26(c) of the Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure, or under other sources of pro-
tective authority. 

Any personal information not otherwise protected by 
sealing or redaction will be made available over the 
internet. Counsel should therefore notify clients of this 
fact so that an informed decision may be made on what 
information is to be included in a document filed with 
the court. 

An individual debtor’s full social-security number or 
taxpayer-identification number is included on the no-
tice of the § 341 meeting of creditors sent to creditors. 
Of course, that is not filed with the court, see Rule 
1007(f) (the debtor ‘‘submits’’ this information), and the 
copy of the notice that is filed with the court does not 
include the full social-security number or taxpayer- 
identification number. Thus, since the full social-secu-
rity number or taxpayer-identification number is not 
filed with the court, it is not available to a person 
searching that record. 

The clerk is not required to review documents filed 
with the court for compliance with this rule. As sub-
division (a) recognizes, the responsibility to redact fil-
ings rests with counsel, parties, and others who make 
filings with the court. 

Subdivision (d) recognizes the court’s inherent au-
thority to issue a protective order to prevent remote 
access to private or sensitive information and to re-
quire redaction of material in addition to that which 
would be redacted under subdivision (a) of the rule. 
These orders may be issued whenever necessary either 
by the court on its own motion, or on motion of a party 
in interest. 

Subdivision (e) allows an entity that makes a re-
dacted filing to file an unredacted document under 
seal. This provision is derived from section 205(c)(3)(iv) 
of the E-Government Act. Subdivision (f) allows the op-
tion to file a reference list of redacted information. 
This provision is derived from section 205(c)(3)(v) of the 
E-Government Act, as amended in 2004. 

In accordance with the E-Government Act, subdivi-
sion (f) of the rule refers to ‘‘redacted’’ information. 
The term ‘‘redacted’’ is intended to govern a filing that 
is prepared with abbreviated identifiers in the first in-
stance, as well as a filing in which a personal identifier 
is edited after its preparation. 

Subdivision (g) allows an entity to waive the protec-
tions of the rule as to that entity’s own information by 
filing it in unredacted form. An entity may elect to 
waive the protection if, for example, it is determined 
that the costs of redaction outweigh the benefits to pri-
vacy. As to financial account numbers, the instructions 
to Schedules E and F of Official Form 6 note that the 
debtor may elect to include the complete account num-
ber on those schedules rather than limit the number to 
the final four digits. Including the complete number 
would operate as a waiver by the debtor under subdivi-
sion (g) as to the full information that the debtor set 
out on those schedules. The waiver operates only to the 
extent of the information that the entity filed without 
redaction. If an entity files an unredacted identifier by 
mistake, it may seek relief from the court. 

Trial exhibits are subject to the redaction require-
ments of Rule 9037 to the extent they are filed with the 
court. Trial exhibits that are not initially filed with 
the court must be redacted in accordance with this rule 
if and when they are filed as part of an appeal or for 
other reasons. 

Changes After Publication. Rule 9037 is intended to par-
allel as closely as possible Civil Rule 5.2 and Criminal 

Rule 49.1. The Advisory Committees have worked to-
gether to maintain as much consistency as possible in 
the three versions of the rule. The rule has been revised 
to implement the several style revisions suggested by 
the Style Subcommittee of the Standing Committee. 
Subdivision (b) was reorganized and renumbered. Sub-
divisions (b)(1) and (b)(3) were added in response to sug-
gestions by the Department of Justice. Subdivision 
(b)(4), formerly subdivision (b)(2), was amended in re-
sponse to the suggestion of the Committee on Court 
Administration and Case Management so that the sub-
division now refers to court records that become a part 
of the record in the pending matter. The term ‘‘entity’’ 
has been substituted for ‘‘person’’ in subdivision (c) and 
for ‘‘party’’ in subdivisions (e) and (f) to conform the 
rule to the definitions provided in the Bankruptcy 
Code. 

[PART X—UNITED STATES TRUSTEES] 
(Abrogated Apr. 30, 1991, eff. Aug. 1, 1991) 

OFFICIAL FORMS 

[NOTE: These official forms should be observed 

and used with such alterations as may be appro-

priate to suit the circumstances. See Rule 9009.] 

INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

Rule 9009 of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Proce-
dure states that the Official Forms prescribed by the 
Judicial Conference of the United States ‘‘shall be ob-
served and used.’’ The Official Forms, accordingly, are 
obligatory in character. 

Rule 9009 expressly permits the user of the Official 
Forms to make such ‘‘alterations as may be appro-
priate,’’ and the use of the Official Forms has been held 
to be subject to a ‘‘rule of substantial compliance.’’ 
Some rules, for example Fed.R.Bankr.P. 3001(a), specifi-
cally state that the filed document need only ‘‘conform 
substantially’’ to the Official Form. A document for 
which an Official Form is prescribed generally will 
meet the standard of substantial compliance if the doc-
ument contains the complete substance, that is, all of 
the information required by the Official Form. 

Rule 9009 also expressly permits the contents of Offi-
cial Forms to be rearranged, and the format of the Offi-
cial Forms traditionally has been quite flexible. The 
forms of the voluntary petition, the schedules, and the 
statement of financial affairs are printed and sold by 
private publishers. Design features such as type face, 
type size, layout, and side and top margins were not 
prescribed by the Judicial Conference, but rather left 
to the professional judgment of each publisher. 

A great deal of variation, accordingly, has developed. 
Some publishers also add forms that are not official but 
which have been drafted by the publisher. A form for a 
chapter 13 plan, for example, frequently is included 
with commercially printed packages of forms for filing 
cases under chapter 13, although there is no Official 
Form for this purpose. The variety of formats has ac-
celerated since the introduction of computer software 
for generating the petitions, schedules, and statements 
of affairs. It is the policy of the Judicial Conference 
that such diversity is desirable and should be encour-
aged. 

The sheer volume of bankruptcy cases, however, has 
compelled the Judicial Conference, for the first time, 
to prescribe the format of certain Official Forms. In 
particular, the format of Form 1, the Voluntary Peti-
tion, now is prescribed. This format is designed to as-
sist the clerk of the bankruptcy court to enter the case 
in the court’s computer database and ensures that all 
required information is available to both the clerk and 
the United States trustee at the inception of the case. 
The rule of substantial compliance continues to apply, 
however. Accordingly, publishers may vary the size and 
style of the type and may alter the size and shape of 
the boxes on the form, within the bounds of that rule. 

The Official Forms of the petitions, schedules, and 
statement of financial affairs, (Forms 1, 5, 6, and 7), are 
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to be printed on one side of the paper only. Each page 
is to be prepunched with two holes at the top, and suffi-
cient top margin allowed so that neither caption nor 
text is destroyed or obscured. Compliance with these 
standards will facilitate both the securing of the papers 
in the case file and review of the file by the public. 

Although Rule 9009 permits alteration, for most of 
the Official Forms, alteration will be appropriate only 
in rare circumstances. The special forms for chapter 11 
cases, on the other hand, seldom will be used without 
alterations. Forms 12 through 15, while legally suffi-
cient in any chapter 11 case, are intended by the Judi-
cial Conference, and most often will be used, as a 
framework for drafting a document specially tailored 
to the particular case. These alterations generally will 
take the form of additions to the prescribed elements. 

Rule 9009 provides for a balance of prescribed sub-
stance, to which full adherence is expected in all but 
the most unusual cases, and flexible formatting, under 
which requirements are kept to the minimum nec-
essary for proper operation of the courts and the bank-
ruptcy system. While Rule 9009 recognizes the overall 
need for flexibility, Rule 9029 makes it clear that the 
Official Forms must be accepted in every bankruptcy 
court. 

Under Rule 9029, courts may not reject documents 
presented for filing in novel or unfamiliar formats if 
those documents contain the substance prescribed by 
the Official Form and meet the requirements for one- 
sided printing, pre-punched holes, and adequate top 
margins. Nor are courts authorized to impose local 
forms which vary in substance from the Official Forms 
or reject papers presented for filing on Official Forms 
on the basis that the proffered documents differ from a 
locally preferred version. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPUTER-GENERATED 
FORMS 

In Form 1, the Voluntary Petition, if a box contains 
multiple choices, a computer-generated petition that 
shows only the choice made is acceptable for filing. All 
sections of the petition must be shown and completed, 
however, unless instructions on the Official Form of 
the petition state that the box is applicable only to 
cases filed under a chapter other than the one selected 
by the debtor. If the debtor has no information to pro-

vide for a particular box, for example if the debtor has 
no prior bankruptcies to report, a computer-generated 
petition should so indicate by stating ‘‘None.’’ 

Form 6, the Schedules, on which the debtor reports 
all of the debtor’s assets and liabilities, has been pre-
scribed in a columnar format. Columns help to organize 
the information which the debtor is required to report 
and should be used when the printed schedules are com-
pleted on a typewriter. In a computerized law office, 
however, the organizational structure of the schedules 
can be built into the computer program, and a rigid co-
lumnar format may be a hindrance rather than a help. 
Schedules generated by computer which provide all of 
the information requested by the prescribed form are 
fully acceptable, regardless of the format of the printed 
page. The information must be appropriately labeled, 
however. In Schedule B, for example, all of the cat-
egories of personal property must be printed on the 
filed document together with the debtor’s response to 
each. The space occupied by each category may be ex-
panded, however, so that attachments are not needed. 
Instructions provided on the printed forms can simply 
be built into the computer program; they need not be 
reprinted on the filed document. 

Form 7, the Statement of Financial Affairs, contains 
a series of questions which direct the debtor to answer 
by furnishing information. If the answer to a question 
is ‘‘None,’’ or the question is not applicable, an affirma-
tive statement to that effect is required. To assure that 
the trustee and the creditors can review the debtor’s 
statement properly, the complete text of each question 
must be printed on the filed document. 

Form 9, the Notice of Filing under the Bankruptcy 
Code, Meeting of Creditors, and Fixing of Dates, will be 
prepared by the clerk of the bankruptcy court in most 
cases. The form is designed for use with automated 
printing and mailing equipment. Two free lines, which 
do not appear on the printed blank form, have been pro-
grammed into the form. Courts may use this space to 
add local information, such as directions for obtaining 
copies of the debtor’s schedules. 

[Introduction and General Instructions provided by 
the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules of the 
Judicial Conference, June 28, 1990, H. Doc. 102–80, pp. 
507, 534, 102d Congress, 1st Session.] 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991; amended Mar. 16, 1993; Mar. 14, 1995; Oct. 1, 1997; Dec. 1, 2001; Dec. 1, 2002; Dec. 
1, 2003; Oct. 17, 2005; Oct. 1, 2006; Dec. 1, 2007; Jan. 1, 2008; Dec. 1, 2008.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

Form 1, the Voluntary Petition, is to be used to com-
mence a voluntary case under chapter 7, 11, 12, or 13 of 
the Bankruptcy Code. A chapter 9 petition requires 
other allegations, (see § 109(c) of the Code), but this 
form may be adapted for such use. The form also may 
be adapted for use in filing a petition ancillary to a for-
eign proceeding under § 304 of the Code. 

The form departs from the traditional format of a 

captioned pleading. All of the elements of the caption 

prescribed in Rule 1005 have been retained. Their place-

ment on the page, however, has been changed to make 

the form compatible with electronic data processing by 

the clerk. The form of the caption of the case for use 

in other documents, formerly incorporated in Official 

Form No. 1, has been made a separate Form 16A. 
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All names used by the debtor, including trade names, 
names used in doing business, married names, and 
maiden names should be furnished in the spaces pro-
vided. If there is not sufficient room for all such names 
on the form itself, the list should be continued on an 
additional sheet attached to the petition. A complete 
list will enable creditors to identify the debtor properly 
when they receive notices and orders. 

Redesign of this form into a box format also is in-
tended to provide the court, the United States trustee, 
and other interested parties with as much information 
as possible during the 15-day period provided by Rule 
1007(c), when schedules and statements may not have 
been filed. The box format separates into categories the 
data provided by the debtor, and enables the form to be 
used by all voluntary debtors in all chapters. 

For the first time, the form requires both a street ad-
dress and any separate mailing address, as well as any 
separate addresses used by a joint debtor. Disclosure of 
prior bankruptcies is new to the petition but formerly 
was required in the statement of financial affairs; its 
inclusion in the petition is intended to alert the trustee 
to cases in which an objection to discharge pursuant to 
§ 727(a)(8) or (a)(9) or a motion to dismiss under § 109(g) 
may be appropriate. The information about pending re-
lated cases, also new to the petition, signals the clerk 
to assign the case to the judge to whom any related 
case has been assigned. 

Rule 1008 requires all petitions to be verified or con-
tain an unsworn declaration as provided in 28 U.S.C. 
§ 1746. The unsworn declaration on page two of the peti-
tion conforms with 28 U.S.C. § 1746, which permits the 
declaration to be made in the manner indicated with 
the same force and effect as a sworn statement. The 
form may be adapted for use outside the United States 
by adding the words ‘‘under the laws of the United 
States’’ after the word ‘‘perjury.’’ 

Exhibit ‘‘A,’’ to be attached to the petition of a cor-
porate debtor, is for the purpose of supplying the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission with information it 
needs at the beginning stages of a chapter 11 case in 
order to determine how actively to monitor the pro-
ceedings. Exhibit ‘‘B’’ was added by § 322 of Pub. L. No. 
98–353, the Bankruptcy Amendments and Federal 
Judgeship Act of 1984. The references to chapters 11 and 
12 of the Code found in Exhibit ‘‘B’’ and its related alle-
gations were added by § 283(aa) of the 1986 amendments, 
(Pub. L. No. 99–554). This exhibit has been included in 
the form of the petition. 

The form effects a merger of the petition and the 
bankruptcy cover sheet to assist the clerk in providing 
the statistical information required by the Director of 
the Administrative Office of the United States Courts 
pursuant to the Congressional reporting mandates of 28 
U.S.C. § 604. The Director is authorized to change the 
particulars of the statistical portion of the form as 
needed in the performance of these statutory duties. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1993 
AMENDMENT 

The form has been amended to require a debtor not 
represented by an attorney to provide a telephone num-
ber so that court personnel, the trustee, other parties 
in the case, and their attorneys can contact the debtor 
concerning matters in the case. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 
AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to provide space for signing by 
a ‘‘bankruptcy petition preparer,’’ as required under 
section 110 of the Code, which was added by the Bank-
ruptcy Reform Act of 1994. In addition to signing, a 
bankruptcy petition preparer is required by section 110 
to disclose the information requested. All signatories 
of Form 1 are requested to provide the clerk’s office 
with a telephone number. 

A chapter 11 debtor that qualifies as a ‘‘small busi-
ness’’ under section 101 of the Code, as amended by the 
1994 Act, may elect special, expedited treatment under 

amendments made to chapter 11 by the 1994 Act. The 
court may order that a creditors committee not be ap-
pointed in a small business case. Accordingly, the first 
page of the petition is amended to require a small busi-
ness filing under chapter 11 to identify itself. The peti-
tion also is amended to offer a small business chapter 
11 debtor an opportunity to exercise its right to elect 
to be considered a small business at the commence-
ment of the case. 

Several clarifying and technical amendments also 
have been made to indicate that a debtor is to check 
only one box with respect to ‘‘Type of Debtor’’ and 
‘‘Nature of Debt,’’ to clarify the intent that the indi-
vidual signing on behalf of a corporation or partnership 
is authorized to file the petition, and to require a debt-
or to represent that it is eligible for relief under the 
chapter of title 11 specified in the petition. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1997 
AMENDMENT 

The form has been substantially amended to simplify 
its format and make the form easier to complete cor-
rectly. The Latin phrase ‘‘In re’’ has been deleted as 
unnecessary. The amount of information requested in 
the boxes labeled ‘‘Type of Debtor’’ and ‘‘Nature of 
Debt’’ has been reduced, and the reporting by a cor-
poration of whether it is a publicly held entity has been 
moved to Exhibit ‘‘A’’ of the petition. The box labeled 
‘‘Representation by Attorney’’ has been deleted; the in-
formation it contained is requested in the signature 
boxes on the second page of the form. 

In the statistical information section, the labels on 
the ranges of estimated assets and liabilities have been 
rewritten to improve the accuracy of reporting. The 
asset/liability range of $10 million to $100 million has 
been divided into two categories to promote better sta-
tistical reporting of business cases. Requests for infor-
mation in chapter 11 and chapter 12 cases concerning 
the number of the debtor’s employees and equity secu-
rity holders have been deleted. 

The second page of the form has been simplified so 
that a debtor need only sign the petition once. The re-
quest for information concerning the filing of a plan 
has been deleted. 

Exhibit ‘‘A’’ has been simplified. In addition, the cat-
egory of chapter 11 debtors required to file Exhibit ‘‘A’’ 
is modified to include a corporation, partnership, or 
other entity, but only if the debtor has issued publicly- 
traded equity securities or debt instruments. Most 
small corporations will not be required to file Exhibit 
‘‘A.’’ 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2001 AMENDMENT 

The form has been amended to require the debtor to 
disclose whether the debtor owns or has possession of 
any property that poses or is alleged to pose a threat 
of imminent and identifiable harm to public health or 
safety. If any such property exists, the debtor must 
complete and attach Exhibit ‘‘C’’ describing the prop-
erty, its location, and the potential danger it poses. Ex-
hibit ‘‘C’’ will alert the United States trustee and any 
person selected as trustee that immediate precaution-
ary action may be necessary. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2002 AMENDMENT 

The form has been amended to provide a checkbox for 
designating a clearing bank case filed under subchapter 
V of chapter 7 of the Code enacted by § 112 of Pub. L. 
No. 106–554 (December 21, 2000). 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2003 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to require the debtor to disclose 
only the last four digits of the debtor’s social security 
number to afford greater privacy to the individual 
debtor, whose bankruptcy case records may be avail-
able on the Internet. Pursuant to § 110(c) of the Bank-
ruptcy Code, the certification by a non-attorney bank-
ruptcy petition preparer requires a petition preparer to 
provide the full social security number of the individ-
ual who actually prepares the document. 
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COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to implement amendments to 
the Bankruptcy Code contained in the Bankruptcy 
Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, 
Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005). The period 
for which the debtor must provide all names used and 
information about any prior bankruptcy cases is now 
eight years to match the required time between the 
granting of discharges to the same debtor in § 727(a)(8) 
of the Code as amended in 2005. The box indicating the 
debtor’s selection of a chapter under which to file the 
case has been amended to delete ‘‘Sec. 304 - Case ancil-
lary to foreign proceeding’’ and replace it with ‘‘Chap-
ter 15 Petition for Recognition of a Foreign Main Pro-
ceeding’’ and ‘‘Chapter 15 Petition for Recognition of a 
Foreign Nonmain Proceeding’’ reflecting the 2005 re-
peal of § 304 and enactment of chapter 15 of the Code. A 
statement of venue to be used in a chapter 15 case also 
has been added. 

The section of the form labeled ‘‘Type of Debtor’’ has 
been revised and subtitled ‘‘Form of Organization.’’ 
This section is revised to make it clear that a limited 
liability corporation (‘‘LLC’’) and limited liability 
partnership (‘‘LLP’’) should identify itself as a ‘‘cor-
poration.’’ A new section titled ‘‘Nature of Business’’ 
has been created that includes both existing check 
boxes that identify certain types of debtors for which 
the Bankruptcy Code provides special treatment, such 
as stockbrokers and railroads, and a new checkbox for 
a ‘‘health care business’’ for which the 2005 amend-
ments to the Code include specific requirements. This 
section of the form also contains checkboxes for single 
asset real estate debtors and nonprofit organizations 
which will be used by trustees and creditors and by the 
Director of the Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts in preparing statistical reports and 
analyses. The statistical section of the form also is 
amended to provide more detail concerning the number 
of creditors in a case. A check box also has been added 
for a debtor to indicate that the debtor is applying for 
a waiver of the filing fee, to implement the 2005 enact-
ment of 28 U.S.C. § 1930(f) authorizing the bankruptcy 
court to waive the filing fee in certain circumstances. 

Although the 2005 Act eliminated an eligible debtor’s 
option to elect to be treated as a ‘‘small business’’ in 
a chapter 11 case, new provisions for such debtors added 
to the Code in 2005 make it desirable to identify eligible 
debtors at the outset of the case. Accordingly, the sec-
tion of the form labeled ‘‘Chapter 11 Small Business’’ 
has been revised and renamed ‘‘Chapter 11 Debtors’’ for 
this purpose. Chapter 11 debtors that meet the defini-
tion of ‘‘small business debtor’’ in § 101 of the Code are 
directed to identify themselves in this section of the 
form. In addition, chapter 11 debtors whose aggregate 
noncontingent debts owed to non-insiders or affiliates 
are less than $2 million are directed to identify them-
selves in this section. 

A space is provided for individuals to certify that 
they have received budget and credit counseling prior 
to filing, as required by § 109(h) which was added to the 
Code in 2005, or to request a waiver of the requirement. 
Space also is provided for a debtor who is a tenant of 
residential real property to state whether the debtor’s 
landlord has a judgment against the debtor for posses-
sion of the premises, whether under applicable non-
bankruptcy law the debtor would be permitted to cure 
the monetary default, and whether the debtor has made 
the appropriate deposit with the court. This addition to 
the form implements § 362(l) which was added to the 
Code in 2005. 

The signature sections and the declaration under pen-
alty of perjury by an individual debtor concerning the 
notice received about bankruptcy relief, the declara-
tion under penalty of perjury by a bankruptcy petition 
preparer, and the declaration and certification by an 
attorney all are amended to include new material man-
dated by the 2005 Act. A signature section also is pro-
vided for a representative of a foreign proceeding. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2006 AMENDMENT 

Page one of the form is amended in several ways to 
assist the courts in evaluating their workload and ful-
filling the statistical reporting requirements of 28 
U.S.C. § 159. Section 159 was enacted as part of the 
Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protec-
tion Act of 2005 (BAPCPA), Pub. L. No. 109–8 and takes 
effect October 17, 2006. Accordingly, in the section of 
the form labeled ‘‘Nature of Business,’’ the instruction 
is amended to specify that only one box should be 
checked and only if the debtor is any of the entities 
listed. The ‘‘nonprofit’’ choice is separated into a dis-
crete section and the language amended to the more 
precise ‘‘tax-exempt.’’ 

In addition, the section labeled ‘‘Type of Debtor’’ is 
amended to include, below the checkbox for ‘‘Individual 
or Joint,’’ a direction to ‘‘See Exhibit D on page 2 of 
this form.’’ Exhibit D replaces the certification con-
cerning prepetition credit counseling and is described 
below. The section labeled ‘‘Nature of Debts’’ is amend-
ed to state the statutory definition of a ‘‘consumer 
debt’’ and to modify both the consumer and business 
categories by adding the word ‘‘primarily’’ to both 
make it clearer to individual debtors that ‘‘business’’ 
may be the more appropriate choice if personal debts 
have been incurred to finance a business venture. 

In the section labeled ‘‘Chapter 11 Debtors,’’ the lan-
guage concerning whether the debtor owes less than $2 
million is re-styled for clarity. This section also is aug-
mented to provide the court with notice when a case if 
[sic] filed as a ‘‘pre-packaged’’ chapter 11 reorganiza-
tion case. Two checkboxes are offered, using language 
adapted from § 1126(b) of the Code. Lastly, the informa-
tion requested concerning estimated assets and liabil-
ities is abbreviated, with the number of ranges reduced 
and the scope of each range amended. Statistical re-
ports now will be derived from actual dollar amounts of 
assets and liabilities as shown on the debtor’s sched-
ules. The information on the petition, accordingly, is 
for case management and public information purposes 
only. 

Exhibit D replaces the section formerly labeled ‘‘Cer-
tification Concerning Debt Counseling by Individual/ 
Joint Debtor(s).’’ Early cases decided under the 2005 
amendments to the Bankruptcy Code indicate that in-
dividual debtors may not be aware of the requirement 
to obtain prepetition credit counseling, the few and 
very narrow exceptions to that requirement, or the po-
tentially dire consequences to their efforts to obtain 
bankruptcy relief if they fail to complete the require-
ment. Accordingly, page 2 of the petition instructs in-
dividual debtors to attach a completed Exhibit D and 
makes it clear that each spouse in a joint case must 
complete and attach a separate Exhibit D. Exhibit D it-
self includes a warning about the requirement to obtain 
counseling and the consequences of failing to fulfill 
this requirement. It further provides checkboxes and 
instructions concerning the additional documents that 
are required in particular circumstances, in order to 
minimize the number of cases which the court must 
dismiss for ineligibility. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates Commit-
tee Notes previously published in 2005 and 2006.] 

The form is amended to implement amendments to 
the Bankruptcy Code contained in the Bankruptcy 
Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, 
Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005) 
(‘‘BAPCPA’’). The period for which the debtor must 
provide all names used and information about any prior 
bankruptcy cases is now eight years to match the re-
quired time between the granting of discharges to the 
same debtor in § 727(a)(8) of the Code as amended in 
2005. In conformity with Rule 9037, the debtor is di-
rected to provide only the last four digits of any indi-
vidual’s tax-identification number. 

The box indicating the debtor’s selection of a chapter 
under which to file the case is amended to delete ‘‘Sec. 
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304—Case ancillary to foreign proceeding’’ and replace 
it with ‘‘Chapter 15 Petition for Recognition of a For-
eign Main Proceeding’’ and ‘‘Chapter 15 Petition for 
Recognition of a Foreign Nonmain Proceeding’’ reflect-
ing the 2005 repeal of § 304 and enactment of chapter 15 
of the Code. A statement of venue to be used in a chap-
ter 15 case also is added on page 2 of the form. 

The section labeled ‘‘Type of Debtor’’ is amended to 
include, below the checkbox for ‘‘Individual or Joint,’’ 
a direction to ‘‘See Exhibit D on page 2 of this form.’’ 
This addition alerts individual debtors that Exhibit D 
on page 2 of the form applies to them. Exhibit D, more 
fully described below, addresses the prepetition credit 
counseling requirements added to the Code by 
BAPCPA. The subtitle, ‘‘Form of Organization,’’ is 
added, and this section also is revised to make clear 
that a limited liability corporation (‘‘LLC’’) or limited 
liability partnership (‘‘LLP’’) should identify itself as a 
‘‘corporation.’’ 

The form also is amended in several ways to assist 
the courts in evaluating their workload and fulfilling 
the statistical reporting requirements of 28 U.S.C. § 159, 
enacted as part of BAPCPA. Accordingly, a new section 
of the form labeled ‘‘Nature of Business,’’ is added that 
contains both existing checkboxes that identify certain 
types of debtors for which the Bankruptcy Code pro-
vides special treatment, such as stockbrokers and rail-
roads, and a new checkbox for a ‘‘health care business’’ 
for which the 2005 amendments to the Code include spe-
cific requirements. This section of the form also con-
tains a checkbox for single asset real estate debtors, so 
they can be identified at the time of filing. All other 
businesses will mark the checkbox labeled ‘‘Other.’’ 
Another new section titled ‘‘Tax-Exempt Entity’’ con-
tains a checkbox to be used by qualified organizations. 
The Judicial Conference of the United States and the 
Administrative Office of the United States Courts will 
use this information in preparing statistical reports 
and analyses for Congress. 

A checkbox also is added for an individual debtor to 
indicate that the debtor is applying for a waiver of the 
filing fee, to implement the 2005 enactment of 28 U.S.C. 
§ 1930(f) authorizing the bankruptcy court to waive the 
filing fee in certain circumstances. The description di-
rects the debtor to the Official Form for the applica-
tion that must be filed for the court’s consideration. 

The section labeled ‘‘Nature of Debts’’ is amended to 
state the statutory definition of a ‘‘consumer debt’’ and 
to modify both the consumer and business categories 
by adding the word ‘‘primarily’’ to both choices to 
make it clearer to individual debtors that ‘‘business’’ 
may be the appropriate choice if personal debts have 
been incurred to finance a business venture. 

Although the 2005 Act eliminated from the Code any 
option to elect to be treated as a ‘‘small business’’ in 
a chapter 11 case, new provisions for ‘‘small business’’ 
debtors added by BAPCPA make it desirable to identify 
eligible debtors at the outset of the case. Accordingly, 
the section of the form labeled ‘‘Chapter 11 Small Busi-
ness’’ is revised and renamed ‘‘Chapter 11 Debtors’’ for 
this purpose. Chapter 11 debtors that meet the defini-
tion of ‘‘small business debtor’’ in § 101 of the Code are 
directed to identify themselves in this section of the 
form. Chapter 11 debtors whose aggregate noncontin-
gent debts owed to non-insiders or affiliates are less 
than $2,190,000 are directed to identify themselves in 
this section. A third part of this section attempts to 
identify chapter 11 cases that are filed as pre-packaged 

cases, using criteria taken from § 1126(b) of the Code. 
Identifying ‘‘pre-packs’’ at filing will assist judges and 
court staff to manage these cases appropriately. 

The statistical information concerning the number of 
creditors and estimated assets and liabilities is revised 
to provide more detail. 

BAPCPA also added a new § 109(h) to the Code. To im-
plement this provision, a section labeled ‘‘Exhibit D’’ is 
inserted on page 2 of the form, and a separate Exhibit 
D is added. These additions will enable individual debt-
ors to certify that they have received budget and credit 
counseling prior to filing, as required by § 109(h), or re-
quest a temporary waiver of, or exemption from, the re-
quirement, if they meet the statutory requirements for 
such relief. Exhibit D includes directions to attach re-
quired documentation or, if the debtor requests a tem-
porary waiver or an exemption, a motion for a deter-
mination by the court. Exhibit D also states the re-
quirement that all individual debtors must obtain a 
briefing from an approved credit counseling agency be-
fore filing a bankruptcy case, unless one of the very 
limited exceptions applies, and further states the con-
sequences that may be faced by any debtor who fails to 
comply. 

Space is provided on page 2 for a debtor who is a ten-
ant of residential real property to certify whether the 
debtor’s landlord has a judgment against the debtor for 
possession of the premises, whether under applicable 
nonbankruptcy law the debtor would be permitted to 
cure the monetary default, and whether the debtor has 
made the appropriate deposit with the court. This addi-
tion to the form implements § 362(l) which was added to 
the Code in 2005. And a box is provided that allows the 
debtor to certify that s/he has served the landlord with 
the certification as required by § 362(l)(1). 

The signature sections and the declaration under pen-
alty of perjury by an individual debtor concerning the 
notice received about bankruptcy relief, the declara-
tion under penalty of perjury by a bankruptcy petition 
preparer, and the attorney signature box are amended 
to include new material mandated by the 2005 Act. The 
attorney signature box is also amended to remind the 
attorney that in a case in which § 707(b)(4)(D) applies, 
that the signature constitutes a certification that the 
attorney has no knowledge after an inquiry that the in-
formation in the schedules filed with the petition is in-
correct. A signature section is also provided for a rep-
resentative of a foreign proceeding. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2008 AMENDMENT 

Paragraph 3 of Exhibit D is amended to delete any 
reference to a requirement that a debtor file a motion 
with the court to obtain an order approving a request 
for the postponement of the debtor’s obligation to ob-
tain a credit counseling briefing prior to the com-
mencement of the case. The paragraph immediately 
following numbered paragraph 3 is also amended to re-
flect the deletion of the need for a separate motion be-
yond the completion of the certification itself. That 
paragraph continues to warn the debtor that the case 
may be dismissed if the court does not find that a post-
ponement is warranted. It also advises the debtor that, 
even if the court concludes that postponement of the 
obligation is appropriate, the debtor still must com-
plete the briefing within the time allowed under the 
Code. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form is derived from former Official Form No. 4. 
Rule 1008 requires that all petitions, lists, schedules, 

statements, and amendments thereto be verified or 
contain an unsworn declaration conforming with 28 
U.S.C. § 1746. This form or adaptations of the form have 

been incorporated into the official forms of the peti-

tions, schedules, and statement of financial affairs. See 

Official Forms 1, 5, 6, and 7. The form has been amended 

for use in connection with other papers required by 

these rules to be verified or contain an unsworn dec-

laration. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991; amended Mar. 14, 1995; Oct. 1, 1997; Dec. 1, 2003; Oct. 17, 2005; Dec. 1, 2007.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form is derived from former Official Form No. 2. 

A statement that the applicant is unable to pay the 
filing fee except in installments has been added as re-
quired by Rule 1006(b). 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 
AMENDMENT 

This form is a ‘‘document for filing’’ that may be pre-
pared by a ‘‘bankruptcy petition preparer’’ as defined 
in 11 U.S.C. § 110, which was added to the Code by the 
Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1994; accordingly, a signa-
ture line is provided for such preparer. In addition to 
signing, a bankruptcy petition preparer is required by 
section 110 to disclose the information requested. A sig-
nature line for a debtor’s attorney also is added, as re-
quired by Rule 9011. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1997 
AMENDMENT 

The form has been reorganized and the paragraphs 
numbered. The debtor’s certification concerning pay-
ment for services in the case has been placed ahead of 
the statement of proposed terms for installment pay-
ment of court fees. Acknowledgement by the debtor of 
the potential consequences of failure to pay any in-
stallment when due has been added. (See 11 U.S.C. 
§ 707(a)(2).) The language of the form also has been 
changed to conform to Rule 1006 and to clarify that a 
debtor is not disqualified from paying the filing fee in 
installments because the debtor has paid money to a 
bankruptcy petition preparer. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2003 AMENDMENT 

Pursuant to § 110(c) of the Bankruptcy Code, the cer-
tification by a non-attorney bankruptcy petition pre-
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parer requires a petition preparer to provide the full so-
cial security number of the individual who actually 
prepares the document pursuant to § 110(c) of the Code. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to direct the debtor to state 
that, until the filing fee is paid in full, the debtor will 
not make any additional payment or transfer any addi-
tional property to an attorney or any other person for 
services in connection with the case. The declaration 
and certification by a non-attorney bankruptcy peti-
tion preparer in the form are amended to include mate-
rial mandated by § 110 of the Code as amended by the 
Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protec-
tion Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 
2005). The certification by a non-attorney bankruptcy 
petition preparer is re-named a declaration and also is 
revised to include material mandated by § 110 of the 
Code as amended in 2005. The order is amended to pro-
vide space for the court to set forth a payment schedule 
other than the one proposed by the debtor. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates the Com-
mittee Note previously published in 2005.] 

The form is amended to direct the debtor to state 
that, until the filing fee is paid in full, the debtor will 
not make any additional payment or transfer any addi-
tional property to an attorney or any other person for 
services in connection with the case. The declaration 
and certification by a non-attorney bankruptcy peti-
tion preparer in the form are amended to include mate-
rial mandated by § 110 of the Code as amended by the 
Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protec-
tion Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 
2005). The certification by a non-attorney bankruptcy 
petition preparer is re-named a declaration and also is 
revised to include material mandated by § 110 of the 
Code as amended in 2005. The order is amended to pro-
vide space for the court to set forth a payment schedule 
other than the one proposed by the debtor. 
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(Added Oct. 17, 2005; amended Apr. 9, 2006; Dec. 1, 2007.) 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 

This form is new. 28 U.S.C. § 1930(f), enacted as part of 
the Bankruptcy Abuse [Prevention] and Consumer Pro-
tection Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 
20, 2005), provides that ‘‘under procedures prescribed by 
the Judicial Conference of the United States, the dis-
trict court or the bankruptcy court may waive the fil-
ing fee in a case under chapter 7 of title 11 for an indi-
vidual if the court determines that such individual has 
income less than 150 percent of the income official pov-
erty line . . . applicable to a family of the size involved 
and is unable to pay that fee in installments.’’ To im-
plement this provision, Interim Rule 1006 adds a new 
subdivision (c). Official Form 3B is the form referenced 
in that subdivision, and is to be used by individual 
chapter 7 debtors when applying for a waiver of the fil-
ing fee. A corresponding standard order also is in-
cluded. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates the Com-
mittee Note previously published in 2005.] 

This form is new. 28 U.S.C. § 1930(f), enacted as part of 
the Bankruptcy Abuse and Consumer Protection Act of 
2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), pro-
vides that ‘‘under procedures prescribed by the Judicial 
Conference of the United States, the district court or 
the bankruptcy court may waive the filing fee in a case 
under chapter 7 of title 11 for an individual if the court 
determines that such individual has income less than 
150 percent of the income official poverty line . . . ap-
plicable to a family of the size involved and is unable 
to pay that fee in installments.’’ To implement this 
provision, Fed. R. Bankr. P.1006 adds a new subdivision 
(c). Official Form 3B is the form referenced in that sub-
division, and is to be used by individual chapter 7 debt-
ors when applying for a waiver of the filing fee. A cor-
responding standard order also is included. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991; amended Mar. 16, 1993; Oct. 17, 2005; Dec. 1, 2007.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form is derived from former Official Form No. 9. 
In conformity with Rule 1007(d) and in recognition of 

the notice function served by this list under Rule 4001, 
governmental units must be listed if they are among 
the creditors holding the 20 largest claims. 

Rule 1008 requires all lists to be verified or contain an 
unsworn declaration conforming with 28 U.S.C. § 1746. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1993 
AMENDMENT 

The form has been amended to delete reference to the 
specific subsection of 11 U.S.C. § 101 in connection with 
the definition of the term ‘‘insider.’’ Section 101 of the 

Bankruptcy Code contains numerous definitions, and 
statutory amendments from time to time have resulted 
in the renumbering of many of its subsections. The 
more general reference will avoid the necessity to 
amend the form further in the event of future amend-
ments to § 101. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to direct that the name of any 
minor child not be disclosed. The amendment imple-
ments § 112 of the Code, which was added by the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act 
of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005). 
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COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates Commit-
tee Notes previously published in 2005 and 2006.] 

The form is amended to direct that the name of any 
minor child not be disclosed. The amendment imple-
ments § 112 of the Code, which was added by the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act 

of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005). In 
addition, the form is amended to add to the reference 
to Rule 1007(m) a direction to include for noticing pur-
poses the name, address, and legal relationship to the 
child of ‘‘a person described’’ in that rule. Rule 1007(m) 
requires the person named to be someone on whom 
process would be served in an adversary proceeding 
against the child. 



Page 155 TITLE 11, APPENDIX—BANKRUPTCY RULES Form 5 



Page 156 TITLE 11, APPENDIX—BANKRUPTCY RULES Form 5 

(Added Aug. 1, 1991; amended Sept. 22, 1992; Dec. 1, 2002; Dec. 1, 2003; Oct. 17, 2005; Oct. 1, 2006; Dec. 
1, 2007.) 
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NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form has been redesigned in a box format similar 
to that of Form 1. See Advisory Committee Note to 
Form 1. 

The allegations required under § 303 are grouped to-
gether, and a separate section has been provided for ad-
ditional allegations based upon the prohibitions and re-
quirements set forth in Rule 1003(a) concerning transfer 
of claims by petitioning creditors. Petitioners may 
wish to supplement the allegations set forth in the 
form with a further statement of facts. Additional in-
formation concerning any allegation can be requested 
by the debtor as part of the discovery process. 

Each petitioning creditor, by signing on the line pro-
vided, signs both the petition and the unsworn declara-
tion which 28 U.S.C. § 1746 permits instead of verifica-
tion. The addresses as well as the names of individuals 
signing the petition in a representative capacity are re-
quired, together with disclosure of which petitioner is 
represented by each signatory. 

This form is intended to be used in every involuntary 
case, including that of a partnership. The separate form 
for a petition by a partner has been abrogated. Pursu-
ant to § 303(b)(3)(A) of the Code, a petition by fewer 
than all of the general partners seeking an order for re-
lief with respect to the partnership is treated as an in-
voluntary petition. Such a petition is adversarial in 
character because not all of the partners are joining in 
the petition. 

Section 303(b)(3)(B) permits a petition against the 
partnership if relief has been ordered under the Code 
with respect to all of the general partners. In that 
event, the petition may be filed by a general partner, 
a trustee of a general partner’s estate, or a creditor of 
the partnership. This form may be adapted for use in 
that type of case. 

28 U.S.C. § 1408(1) specifies the proper venue alter-
natives for all persons, including partnerships, as domi-
cile, residence, principal place of business, or location 
of principal assets. Venue also may be based on a pend-
ing case commenced by an affiliate, general partner, or 
partnership pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1408(2). Both options 
are set forth in the block labeled ‘‘Venue.’’ 

28 U.S.C. § 1746 permits the unsworn declaration in-
stead of a verification. See Committee Note to Form 2. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1992 
AMENDMENT 

The form has been amended to require the dating of 
signatures. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2002 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to give notice that no filing fee 
is required if a child support creditor or its representa-
tive is a petitioner, and if the petitioner also files a 
form detailing the child support debt, its status, and 
other characteristics, as specified in § 304(g) of the 
Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1994, Pub. L. No. 103–394, 108 
Stat. 4106 (Oct. 22, 1994). 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2003 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to require the petitioner to dis-
close the debtor’s employer identification number, if 
any, and only the last four digits of the debtor’s social 
security number to afford greater privacy to the indi-
vidual debtor, whose bankruptcy case records may be 
available on the Internet. The form also is amended to 
delete the request for information concerning the 
‘‘Type of Business,’’ as this data no longer is collected 
for statistical purposes. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 AMENDMENT 

The form has been amended to delete statistical in-
formation no longer required and to add ‘‘as to liability 
or amount’’ to the language concerning debts that are 
the subject of a bona fide dispute, in conformity with 
§ 303 of the Code as amended by the Bankruptcy Abuse 
Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, Pub. 
L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005). The petitioning 
creditors must now provide, to the extent known to 
them, all other names used by the debtor during the 8 
years, rather than 6 years, before the filing of the peti-
tion. A new check box is provided for the petitioning 
creditors to identify the debtor that is a ‘‘health care 
business’’ as defined in § 101 of the Code, thereby alert-
ing the court and the United States trustee of the ne-
cessity under § 333 to appoint an ombudsman to rep-
resent the interests of the patients of the health care 
business. These amendments also implement the 2005 
amendments to the Code. A new checkbox also is pro-
vided for a ‘‘clearing bank,’’ which may become a debt-
or upon the filing of a petition at the direction of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System; this 
addition conforms to an amendment to § 109(b)(2) of the 
Code which was enacted in 2000. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2006 AMENDMENT 

The section of the form labeled ‘‘Information Regard-
ing Debtor’’ is amended to facilitate, to the extent 
available in an involuntary case, the collection of the 
same statistical information that is requested in a vol-
untary case. Accordingly, information about whether 
the debtor is an individual, a corporation, or some 
other type of entity is separated from the checklist of 
types of debtors, such as health care businesses and 
railroads, concerning which the Code provides for spe-
cialized treatment. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates Commit-
tee Notes previously published in 2005 and 2006.] 

The form has been amended to delete statistical in-
formation about the debtor that no longer is required, 
and to substitute checkboxes similar to those on the 
voluntary petition form. The form also is amended to 
add ‘‘as to liability or amount’’ to the language con-
cerning debts that are the subject of a bona fide dis-
pute, in conformity with § 303 of the Code as amended 
by the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer 
Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 
(April 20, 2005). The petitioning creditors must now pro-
vide, to the extent known to them, all other names 
used by the debtor during the 8 years, rather than 6 
years, before the filing of the petition. In conformity 
with Rule 9037, the petitioning creditors are directed to 
provide only the last four digits of any individual’s tax- 
identification number. A new checkbox is provided for 
the petitioning creditors to identify the debtor that is 
a ‘‘health care business’’ as defined in § 101 of the Code, 
thereby alerting the court and the United States trust-
ee of the necessity under § 333 of the Code to appoint an 
ombudsman to represent the interests of the patients of 
the health care business. These amendments also im-
plement the 2005 amendments to the Code. A new 
checkbox also is provided for a ‘‘clearing bank,’’ which 
may become a debtor upon the filing of a petition at 
the direction of the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System; this addition conforms to an amend-
ment to § 109(b)(2) of the Code, which was enacted in 
2000. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991; amended Mar. 16, 1993; Mar. 14, 1995; Oct. 1, 1997; Dec. 1, 2003; Oct. 17, 2005; Oct. 
1, 2006; Dec. 1, 2007.) 



Page 178 TITLE 11, APPENDIX—BANKRUPTCY RULES Form 6 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

These schedules shall be used to comply with § 521(1) 
of the Code and Rule 1007(b). Schedules A, B, D, E, and 
F constitute the schedule of assets and liabilities. 
Schedules I and J constitute a schedule of current in-
come and current expenditures for individual and joint 
debtors. Two new schedules have been created, Sched-
ule G—Executory Contracts and Unexpired Leases, and 
Schedule H—Codebtors. 

The order of the schedules has been arranged with the 
summary sheet in front and with the schedules of as-
sets appearing first, followed by the schedules of liabil-
ities. This structure corresponds to the customary pat-
tern by which trustees and creditors review these docu-
ments and to the format of the accounting profession 
for balance sheets. 

The schedules require a complete listing of assets and 
liabilities but leave many of the details to investiga-
tion by the trustee. Instructions in the former sched-
ules to provide details concerning ‘‘written instru-
ments’’ relating to the debtor’s property or debts have 
been deleted. Section 521(3) of the Code requires the 
debtor to cooperate with the trustee, who can admin-
ister the estate more effectively by requesting any doc-
uments from the debtor rather than relying on descrip-
tions in the schedules which may prove to be inac-
curate. 

Leasehold interests in both real and personal prop-
erty are to be reported in Schedule G—Executory Con-
tracts and Unexpired Leases. This information should 
not be repeated in the schedules of assets. 

Generally in these schedules, a creditor’s claim will 
be listed only once, even if the claim is secured only in 
part, or is entitled only in part to priority under § 507(a) 
of the Code, with the remainder of the claim to be 
treated as a general unsecured claim. For example, a 
partially secured creditor whose claim is reported in 
Schedule D—Creditors Holding Secured Claims will be 
listed together with the value of the property securing 
the claim and a notation of the amount of any unse-
cured portion of the claim. Information concerning the 
unsecured portion should not be repeated in Schedule 
F—Creditors Holding Nonpriority Unsecured Claims. 
Any resulting overstatement of the amounts owed on 
secured and priority claims as reported on the sum-
mary sheet is offset by a corresponding understatement 
of the amount owed on unsecured claims. 

If a debtor has no property or no creditors in a par-
ticular category, an affirmative statement to that ef-
fect is required. Married debtors should indicate wheth-
er property is jointly or separately owned and whether 
spouses are jointly or separately liable for debts, using 
the columns provided in the schedules. 

Former ‘‘Schedule B–3. Property not otherwise sched-
uled,’’ has been deleted and its two questions moved. 
Schedule B—Personal Property now includes at item 
33, ‘‘Other personal property of any kind not already 
listed.’’ The only other question on former Schedule 
B–3 concerned assignments for the benefit of creditors; 
it has been moved to the Statement of Financial Af-
fairs. 

Schedule A—Real Property. Instructions at the top of 
the form indicate the scope of the interests in property 
to be reported on the schedule. Leasehold interests of 
the debtor are not reported here but on the Schedule of 
Executory Contracts and Unexpired Leases. The trustee 
will request copies of deeds or other instruments nec-
essary to the administration of the estate. 

Schedule B—Personal Property. This schedule is to be 
used for reporting all of the debtor’s interests in per-
sonal property except leases and executory contracts, 
which are to be listed on the Schedule of Executory 
Contracts and Unexpired Leases. Several new cat-
egories of property have been added to the schedule, 
i.e., aircraft, and interests in IRA, ERISA, Keogh, or 
other pension or profit-sharing plans. To minimize the 
potential for concealment of assets, the debtor must 
declare whether the debtor has any property in each 
category on the schedule. The trustee can request cop-

ies of any documents concerning the debtor’s property 
necessary to the administration of the estate. 

Schedule C—Property Claimed as Exempt. The form of 
the schedule has been modified to eliminate duplica-
tion of information provided elsewhere. The location of 
property, for example, which formerly was required 
here, is disclosed in the schedules of real and personal 
property. The requirement that the debtor state the 
present use of the property also has been eliminated as 
best left to inquiry by the trustee. Exemptions in some 
states are granted by constitutional provisions; accord-
ingly, the requirement that the debtor state the ‘‘stat-
ute’’ creating an exemption has been changed to re-
quest a statement of the relevant ‘‘law.’’ 

This schedule adds a new requirement that the debtor 
state the market value of the property in addition to 
the amount claimed as exempt. 

Schedule D—Creditors Holding Secured Claims. Sched-
ules D, E, and F have been redesigned with address 
boxes sized to match the number of characters which 
can be accommodated on the computerized noticing 
systems used by the courts. The size also closely ap-
proximates that of standard mailing labels. Space is 
designated at the top of the box for the debtor’s ac-
count number with the creditor. The design of the form 
is intended to reduce the volume of misdirected credi-
tor mail. 

The form requires the debtor to state affirmatively 
that a claim is disputed, unliquidated, or contingent. 
The existence of any type of codebtor is to be disclosed, 
but details are to be provided in Schedule H, as they 
are not needed here. Duplication of information also 
has been kept to a minimum by deleting requests that 
the debtor indicate on this schedule whether a debt has 
been reduced to judgment and the date on which a cred-
itor repossessed any collateral. Requests for details 
concerning negotiable instruments and the consider-
ation for a claim, formerly part of the schedule, are left 
to the trustee’s inquiries. 

Schedule E—Creditors Holding Unsecured Priority 

Claims. The schedule lists all of the types of claims en-
titled to priority and requires the debtor to indicate 
the existence of claims in each category. Continuation 
sheets are provided. The type of priority claim is to be 
noted at the top of the continuation sheet, and each 
type must be reported on a separate sheet. This sched-
ule also requires the debtor to indicate the existence of 
any codebtors. As in Schedule D—Creditors Holding Se-
cured Claims, requests for information concerning 
judgments and negotiable instruments have been de-
leted. 

Schedule F—Creditors Holding Unsecured Nonpriority 

Claims. This schedule has been revised generally in con-
formity with the other schedules of creditors. If a claim 
is subject to setoff, the debtor is required to so state. 

Schedule G—Executory Contracts and Unexpired Leases. 
Rule 1007(b) requires the debtor to file a schedule of ex-
ecutory contracts and unexpired leases, unless the 
court orders otherwise. All unexpired leases of either 
real or personal property are to be reported on this 
schedule. The schedule also requires the debtor to dis-
close specific information to assist the trustee in iden-
tifying leases which must be assumed within 60 days 
after the order for relief or be deemed rejected under 
§ 365(d) of the Code. 

Schedule H—Schedule of Codebtors. This schedule is de-
signed to provide the trustee and creditors with infor-
mation about codebtors of all types other than spouses 
in joint cases. The completed schedule provides infor-
mation concerning non-debtor parties, such as guaran-
tors and non-debtor spouses having an interest in prop-
erty as tenants by the entirety. In chapter 12 and chap-
ter 13 cases, the completed schedule also indicates 
those persons who may be entitled to certain protec-
tions from creditor action under §§ 1201 and 1301 of the 
Code. 

Schedule I—Schedule of Current Income of Individual 

Debtor(s) and Schedule J—Schedule of Current Expendi-

tures of Individual Debtor(s). Former Official Form No. 
6A has been divided into a schedule of current income 



Page 179 TITLE 11, APPENDIX—BANKRUPTCY RULES Form 6 

and a separate schedule of current expenditures. The 
language is substantially the same as in former Official 
Form No. 6A. In light of the abrogation of Official 
Form No. 10, the Chapter 13 Statement, style changes 
have been made so that these schedules can be used by 
individual and joint debtors in all chapters. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1993 
AMENDMENT 

Schedule E (Creditors Holding Unsecured Priority 
Claims) has been changed to conform to the statutory 
amendment that added subsection (a)(8) to § 507 of the 
Code. Pub. L. No. 101–647, (Crime Control Act of 1990), 
added the new subsection, which had the effect of creat-
ing an eighth priority for claims of certain govern-
mental units based on commitments to maintain the 
capital of an insured depository institution. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 
AMENDMENT 

Schedule E—Creditors Holding Unsecured Priority 
Claims is amended to add the new seventh priority af-
forded to debts for alimony, maintenance, or support of 
a spouse, former spouse, or child of the debtor by the 
Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1994. Statutory references 
are amended to conform to the paragraph numbers of 
section 507(a) of the Code as renumbered by the 1994 
Act. Schedule E also is amended to add commissions 
owed to certain independent sales representatives and 
to raise the maximum dollar amounts for certain prior-
ities in accordance with amendments made by the 1994 
Act to section 507(a) of the Code. The 1994 Act also 
amended section 104 of the Code to provide for future 
adjustment of the maximum dollar amounts specified 
in section 507(a) to be made by administrative action at 
three-year intervals to reflect changes in the consumer 
price index. Schedule E is amended to give notice that 
these dollar amounts are subject to change without for-
mal amendment to the official form. 

The Schedules are a ‘‘document for filing’’ that may 
be prepared by a ‘‘bankruptcy petition preparer’’ as de-
fined in 11 U.S.C. § 110, which was added to the Code by 
the 1994 Act; accordingly, a signature line for such pre-
parer is added. In addition to signing, a bankruptcy pe-
tition preparer is required by section 110 to disclose the 
information requested. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1997 
AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to add to the column labels a 
reference to community liability for claims. The 
amendment is technical and corrects an editorial over-
sight. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2003 AMENDMENT 

The instructions to Schedule D (Creditors Holding 
Secured Claims), Schedule E (Creditors Holding Unse-
cured Priority Claims), and Schedule F (Creditors Hold-
ing Unsecured Nonpriority Claims) are amended to in-
form the debtor that the debtor must list the last four 
digits of any account number with the listed creditor, 
and that the debtor may, in its discretion, include the 
entire account number in the schedules. Schedule I 
(Current Income of Individual Debtor(s)) is amended to 
provide greater privacy to minors and other dependents 
of the debtor by deleting the requirement that the 
debtor disclose their names. Pursuant to § 110(c) of the 
Bankruptcy Code, the certification by a non-attorney 
bankruptcy petition preparer requires a petition pre-
parer to provide the full social security number of the 
individual who actually prepares the document. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 AMENDMENT 

The forms of the Schedules of Assets and Liabilities 
are amended to implement the provisions of the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act 
of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23, (April 20, 2005). 
An amendment that directs the debtor to avoid disclos-
ing the name of any minor child occurs in several of 

the schedules in conformity with § 112 which was added 
to the Code in 2005. Section 112 provides for the debtor 
to provide the name of any minor child confidentially 
to the court, should the trustee need the information 
to evaluate properly the information filed by the debt-
or. 

The ‘‘Statistical Summary of Certain Liabilities’’ is 
added to collect information needed to prepare statis-
tical reports required under 28 U.S.C. § 159, which was 
enacted as part of the 2005 Act. 

Schedules A, B, C, and D are amended to delete the 
word ‘‘market’’ from the columns in which the debtor 
reports the value of various kinds of property. Amend-
ments to § 506 of the Code enacted in 2005 specify that 
‘‘replacement value’’ must be used in connection with 
certain property. The schedules no longer specify ‘‘mar-
ket’’ value and permit the debtor to choose the appro-
priate one, whether that be replacement, market, or 
some other value. Valuation of property, generally, is 
the subject of extensive provisions in the Code, and the 
deletion of the word ‘‘market’’ from the determinations 
of value to be made by the debtor on the schedules is 
intended to remove any inference about choice of valu-
ation standard. This deletion simply indicates that the 
form takes no position on which Code provision or 
valuation standard may be applicable in any instance. 

The following paragraphs describe changes that are 
specific to each schedule. 

Schedule B—Personal Property is amended to require 
the debtor to list any interests in an education IRA, as 
§ 541(b)(5), added to the Code in 2005, makes special pro-
vision for them. The schedule also is amended to re-
quire the debtor to disclose the existence of any cus-
tomer lists or other compilations containing personally 
identifiable information provided by an individual to 
the debtor in connection with obtaining a product or 
service from the debtor for personal, family, or house-
hold purposes. This amendment implements § 332, which 
was added to the Code in 2005. 

Schedule C—Property Claimed as Exempt is amended 
to delete descriptive information concerning the length 
of domicile required for the debtor to qualify to claim 
certain exemptions. Any summary of the amendments 
enacted in 2005 to § 522 of the Code concerning these re-
quirements might inadvertently cause the debtor to 
lose important rights. Accordingly, the form now di-
rects the debtor to indicate whether exemptions are 
being claimed under § 522(b)(2) or § 522(b)(3) and whether 
the debtor claims a homestead exemption that exceeds 
$125,000. 

Schedule E—Creditors Holding Unsecured Priority 
Claims is amended to implement the changes in prior-
ity to which a claim may be entitled under 11 U.S.C. 
§ 507 as amended by the 2005 Act and to add the new pri-
ority included in the Reform Act for claims for death 
or personal injury while the debtor was intoxicated. 
‘‘Subtotal’’ and ‘‘Total’’ boxes have been added to the 
column labeled ‘‘Amount Entitled to Priority’’ to as-
sist the individual debtor to complete the Current 
Monthly Income (‘‘CMI’’ or ‘‘Means Test’’) form. 

Schedule G—Executory Contracts and Unexpired 
Leases is amended by deleting the note to the debtor 
advising that parties listed on this schedule may not 
receive notice of the filing of the bankruptcy case un-
less they also are listed on one of the schedules of li-
abilities. The better practice is for all parties to trans-
actions with the debtor to receive notice of the filing 
of the case, and an amendment to Rule 1007 requiring 
the debtor to provide a mailing list that includes these 
parties is scheduled to take effect December 1, 2005. 

Schedule H—Codebtors is amended to add specifics 
about community property jurisdictions in connection 
with the requirement to provide the name of any 
spouse of a debtor who resides or resided in a commu-
nity property jurisdiction. This amendment also mir-
rors amendments made in 1997 to Official Form 7, the 
Statement of Financial Affairs, and will assure that 
these codebtors receive notice of the filing of the bank-
ruptcy case. The form also is amended to extend from 
six years to eight years the time period for which this 
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information is reported pursuant to the 2005 amend-
ments to § 727(a)(8) of the Code. 

Schedule I—Current Income of Individual Debtor(s) is 
amended to require the income of a nondebtor spouse 
to be reported in cases filed under chapters 7 and 11. 
Line numbers have been added to assist the debtor in 
calculating and reporting totals. A new subtotal line 
for income from sources other than as an employee and 
a new ‘‘total monthly income’’ line provide for this 
form to be used in conjunction with Schedule J to sat-
isfy the requirements of § 521(a)(1)(B)(v), which was 
added to the Code in 2005. The form also has been re-
vised to provide the statement concerning any antici-
pated increase or decrease in income required in 
§ 521(a)(1)(B)(vi), which also was added to the Code in 
2005. 

Schedule J—Current Expenditures of Individual Debt-
or(s). A direction has been added to require the debtor 
to report any increase or decrease in expenses antici-
pated to occur within the year following the filing of 
the document, as required by § 521(a)(1)(B)(vi), which 
was added to the Code in 2005. The form also is amended 
to provide, in conjunction with Schedule I, a statement 
of monthly net income, itemized to show how the 
amount is calculated, as required by § 522(a)(1)(B)(v), 
which was added to the Code in 2005. 

Declaration Concerning Debtor’s Schedules. The dec-
laration by a non-attorney bankruptcy petition pre-
parer is amended to include material mandated by § 110 
of the Code as amended in 2005. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2006 AMENDMENT 

In order to comply fully with the statistical report-
ing requirements of 28 U.S.C. § 159, which was enacted 
as part of the 2005 Act [Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention 
and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L. 109–8, 
Apr. 20, 2005, 119 Stat. 23] and takes effect in October 
2006, the ‘‘Statistical Summary of Certain Liabilities’’ 
is renamed ‘‘Statistical Summary of Certain Liabilities 
and Related Data,’’ and additional information is re-
quired to be stated there. Collecting in one place the 
bulk of the information to be used in the reports re-
quired under 28 U.S.C. § 159 will assist the courts and 
the Director of the Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts to fulfill their statutory responsibilities. 

Schedule D is amended to provide for creating a total 
of any unsecured amounts (amounts that exceed the 
value of the collateral) owed to creditors holding se-
cured claims, and for stating this amount on the Sta-
tistical Summary of Certain Liabilities and Related 
Data. Schedule E is amended to provide for creating to-
tals of the amounts entitled to priority and of any 
amounts that exceed the statutory limits on certain 
priorities and to direct the debtor to report these 
amounts on the Statistical Summary of Certain Liabil-
ities and Related Data. Schedule F is amended to direct 
the debtor to report the total of this schedule both on 
the Summary of Schedules and on the Statistical Sum-
mary of Certain Liabilities. 

The statistical reports required under 28 U.S.C. § 159 
must include ‘‘the current monthly income, average in-
come, and average expenses’’ of individual debtors with 
primarily consumer debts as reported on the schedules 
filed by those debtors. Accordingly, Schedules I and J, 
on which debtors already are directed to report average 
income and average expenses are amended to label the 
totals arrived at by completing the schedules as ‘‘aver-
age monthly income’’ and ‘‘average monthly expenses.’’ 
These amendments make no substantive changes, sim-
ply conforming the terminology on these schedules to 
that used in § 159. 

The amount of the debtor’s current monthly income, 
which also is required by § 159, is derived from Official 
Forms 22A, 22B, or 22C, depending on the chapter under 
which the debtor files. This amount is included on the 
Statistical Summary of Certain Liabilities and Related 
Data as a convenience to make reports under § 159 easi-
er to compile. 

The Declaration Concerning Debtor’s Schedules is 
amended in the section designated for signing and veri-

fying by an individual or joint debtor. The amendment 
accommodates the requirement that individual debtors 
must complete both the Summary of Schedules and the 
Statistical Summary of Certain Liabilities and Related 
Data by directing the debtor to state number of pages 
being verified as the number of sheets in the completed 
schedules ‘‘plus 2.’’ 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates Commit-
tee Notes previously published in 2005 and 2006.] 

The forms of the Schedules of Assets and Liabilities 
are amended to implement the provisions of the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act 
of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23, (April 20, 2005) 
(‘‘BAPCPA’’). An amendment that directs the debtor to 
avoid disclosing the name and address of any minor 
child occurs in Schedules B, D, E, F, G, and H in con-
formity with § 112 which was added to the Code in 2005. 
Section 112 provides for the debtor to furnish the name 
of any minor child confidentially to the court, should 
the trustee need the information to evaluate properly 
the information filed by the debtor. In addition, those 
schedules are amended to add to the reference to Rule 
1007(m), with respect to a minor child, a direction to in-
clude for noticing purposes the name, address, and legal 
relationship to the child of ‘‘a person described’’ in that 
rule. Rule 1007(m) requires the person named to be 
someone on whom process would be served in an adver-
sary proceeding against the child. 

The ‘‘Statistical Summary of Certain Liabilities and 
Related Data’’ is added to collect from individual debt-
ors with primarily consumer debts the information 
needed to prepare statistical reports required under 28 
U.S.C. § 159, which was enacted as part of BAPCPA. Col-
lecting the bulk of the information to be used in these 
statistical reports in the Summary of Schedules and 
the statistical summary will assist the courts and the 
Director of the Administrative Office to fulfill their 
statutory responsibilities. Schedules D and E are 
amended to provide additional totals and, together 
with Schedule F, to direct debtors who must complete 
the statistical summary to report total amounts there. 
Similarly, Schedules I and J are amended to conform 
their terminology to that used in 28 U.S.C. § 159 and di-
rect debtors who must complete the statistical sum-
mary to report the specified amounts there. 

Schedules A, B, C, and D are amended to delete the 
word ‘‘market’’ from the columns in which the debtor 
reports the value of various kinds of property. Amend-
ments to § 506 of the Code enacted in 2005 specify that 
‘‘replacement value’’ must be used in connection with 
certain property. The schedules no longer specify ‘‘mar-
ket’’ value and permit the debtor to choose the appro-
priate one, whether that be replacement, market, or 
some other value. Valuation of property, generally, is 
the subject of extensive provisions in the Code, and the 
deletion of the word ‘‘market’’ from the determinations 
of value to be made by the debtor on the schedules is 
intended to remove any inference about choice of valu-
ation standard. This deletion simply indicates that the 
form takes no position on which Code provision or 
valuation standard may be applicable in any particular 
instance. 

The following paragraphs describe changes that are 
specific to each schedule: 

Schedule B—Personal Property is amended to require 
the debtor to list any interests in an education IRA, be-
cause § 541(b)(5), added to the Code in 2005, makes spe-
cial provision for them. The schedule is also amended 
to require the debtor to disclose the existence of any 
customer lists or other compilations containing per-
sonally identifiable information provided by an individ-
ual to the debtor in connection with obtaining a prod-
uct or service from the debtor for personal, family, or 
household purposes. This amendment implements § 332, 
which was added to the Code by BAPCPA in 2005. 

Schedule C—Property Claimed as Exempt is amended 
to delete descriptive information concerning the length 
of domicile required for the debtor to qualify to claim 
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certain exemptions. Any summary of the BAPCPA 
amendments to § 522 of the Code concerning these re-
quirements might inadvertently cause the debtor to 
lose important rights. Accordingly, the form now di-
rects the debtor to indicate whether exemptions are 
being claimed under § 522(b)(2) or § 522(b)(3) and whether 
the debtor claims a homestead exemption that exceeds 
$136,875. 

Schedule D—Creditors Holding Secured Claims is 
amended to provide for creating a total of any unse-
cured amounts (amounts that exceed the value of the 
collateral) owed to creditors holding secured claims. In 
addition to facilitating statistical reporting, providing 
a breakdown of the amounts owed to creditors listed on 
this schedule will assist the individual debtor in com-
pleting the means test calculation under § 707(b)(2)(A)(i) 
of the Code. 

Schedule E—Creditors Holding Unsecured Priority 
Claims is amended to implement the changes in prior-
ity to which a claim may be entitled under 11 U.S.C. 
§ 507 as amended by BAPCPA and to add the new prior-
ity included in the 2005 Act for claims for death or per-
sonal injury while the debtor was intoxicated. ‘‘Sub-
total’’ and ‘‘Total’’ boxes have been added to the col-
umns labeled ‘‘Amount Entitled to Priority’’ and 
‘‘Amount Not Entitled to Priority’’ for statistical re-
porting purposes and to assist the individual debtor in 
completing the means test calculation under 
§ 707(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Code. 

Schedule H—Codebtors is amended to add specifics 
about community property jurisdictions in connection 
with the requirement to provide the name of any 
spouse of a debtor who resides or resided in a commu-
nity property jurisdiction. This amendment also mir-
rors amendments made in 1997 to Official Form 7, the 
Statement of Financial Affairs, and will assure that 
these codebtors receive notice of the filing of the bank-
ruptcy case. The form also is amended to extend from 
six years to eight years the time period for which this 
information is reported pursuant to the 2005 amend-
ments to § 727(a)(8) of the Code. 

Schedule I—Current Income of Individual Debtor(s) is 
amended to make it clear that ‘‘every’’ married debtor 
must provide income information for both spouses, un-
less the spouses are separated and a joint petition is 
not filed. The description of the income to be reported 
is revised to clarify that the purpose of this schedule is 
to obtain information about actual income on the date 

the bankruptcy case is filed and which a debtor reason-
ably expects in the future in contrast to the debtor’s 
‘‘current monthly income’’ as defined in § 101(10A) and 
reported on Form 22A, 22B, or 22C. And a statement in-
cluded at the top of the form also explains that the in-
come calculated [sic] this form may be different than 
the current monthly income. Line numbers have been 
added to assist the debtor in calculating and reporting 
totals. A new subtotal line for income from sources 
other than as an employee and a new ‘‘average monthly 
income’’ line will enable this form to be used in con-
junction with Schedule J to satisfy the requirements of 
§ 521(a)(1)(B)(v), which was added to the Code by 
BAPCPA. New statistical reporting requirements in 28 
U.S.C. § 159 also require ‘‘average monthly income.’’ In 
addition, the form is revised to provide the statement 
concerning any anticipated increase or decrease in in-
come required in § 521(a)(1)(B)(vi), also added to the 
Code in 2005. 

Schedule J—Current Expenditures of Individual Debt-
or(s). In conjunction with amendments to Schedule I, 
the form is amended to provide for reporting the debt-
or’s actual ‘‘average monthly expenses,’’ as required by 
28 U.S.C. § 159 and a statement of monthly net income, 
itemized to show how the amount is calculated, as re-
quired by § 522(a)(1)(B)(v), which was added to the Code 
by BAPCPA in 2005. In addition, line numbers have 
been inserted and the description of expenses revised to 
make it clear than [sic] the purpose of this schedule is 
to obtain information about a debtor’s actual and rea-
sonably foreseeable expenses on the date the bank-
ruptcy case is filed. And a statement similar to the 
statement at the top of Schedule I explains that the ex-
penses calculated on the form may differ from the ex-
penses calculated on Forms [sic] 22A or 22C. A direction 
has been added to require the debtor to report any in-
crease or decrease in expenses anticipated to occur 
within the year following the filing of the document, as 
required by § 521(a)(1)(B)(vi), which also was added to 
the Code in 2005. 

Declaration Concerning Debtor’s Schedules. The dec-
laration by individual or joint debtors is amended to 
require the debtor to merely state the total number of 
pages being verified. The declaration and signature of 
any non-attorney bankruptcy petition preparer is 
amended to include material mandated by § 110 of the 
Code as amended in 2005. 
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NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form consolidates questions from former Official 
Forms No. 7, No. 8, and No. 10. This form is to be com-
pleted by all debtors. An individual debtor engaged in 
business as a sole proprietor, partner, family farmer, or 
self-employed professional should provide the informa-
tion requested on this statement concerning all such 
activities as well as the individual’s personal affairs. 

The Chapter 13 Statement, former Official Form No. 
10, has been abrogated. Chapter 13 debtors are to com-
plete this statement and the schedules prescribed in Of-
ficial Form 6. 

All questions have been converted to affirmative di-
rections to furnish information, and each question 
must be answered. If the answer is ‘‘none,’’ or the ques-
tion is not applicable, the debtor is required to so state 
by marking the box labeled ‘‘None’’ provided at each 
question. 

See Committee Note to Form 2 for a discussion of the 
unsworn declaration at the end of this form. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1993 
AMENDMENT 

The form has been amended in two ways. In the sec-
ond paragraph of the instructions, the third sentence 
has been deleted to clarify that only a debtor that is or 
has been in business as defined in the form should an-
swer Questions 16–21. In addition, administrative pro-
ceedings have been added to the types of legal actions 
to be disclosed in Question 4.a. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 
AMENDMENT 

This form is a ‘‘document for filing’’ that may be pre-
pared by a ‘‘bankruptcy petition preparer’’ as defined 
in 11 U.S.C. § 110, which was added to the Code by the 
Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1994; accordingly, a signa-
ture line for such preparer is added. In addition to sign-
ing, a bankruptcy petition preparer is required by sec-
tion 110 to disclose the information requested. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—2000 
AMENDMENT 

The form has been amended to provide more informa-
tion to taxing authorities, pension fund supervisors, 
and governmental units charged with environmental 
protection and regulation. Four new questions have 
been added to the form, covering community property 
owned by a debtor and the debtor’s non-filing spouse or 
former spouse (Question 16), environmental informa-
tion (Question 17), any consolidated tax group of a cor-
porate debtor (Question 24), and the debtor’s contribu-
tions to any employee pension fund (Question 25). In 
addition, every debtor will be required to state on the 
form whether the debtor has been in business within six 
years before filing the petition and, if so, must answer 
the remaining questions on the form (Questions 19–25). 
This is an enlargement of the two-year period pre-
viously specified. One reason for the longer ‘‘reach 
back’’ period is that business debtors often owe taxes 
that have been owed for more than two years. Another 
is that some of the questions already addressed to busi-
ness debtors request information for the six-year period 
before the commencement of the case. Application of a 
six-year period to this section of the form will assure 
disclosure of all relevant information. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2003 AMENDMENT 

Pursuant to § 110(c) of the Bankruptcy Code, the cer-
tification by a non-attorney bankruptcy petition pre-
parer requires a petition preparer to provide the full so-
cial security number of the individual who actually 
prepares the document. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended in several ways to reflect 
changes in the Bankruptcy Code made by the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act 

of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005). A 
new sentence in the introduction advises the debtor not 
to disclose the name and address of any minor child. 

The definition of ‘‘in business’’ is amended in the in-
troductory section and in Question 1 and Question 18 to 
clarify that various part-time activities can result in 
the debtor being ‘‘in business’’ for purposes of the form. 

Question 1 is amended to specify that, in addition to 
the income from the debtor’s primary employment, the 
debtor must include income from part-time activities 
either as an employee or from self-employment. The 
debtor now also will report the source of all income 
from employment or operation of a business, even if 
there is only one source, in order to assist the trustee 
in reviewing the pay stubs, etc., filed by the debtor in 
the case. 

Question 3 is amended to accommodate amendments 
to § 547(c) of the Code enacted in 2005 which exempt 
from recovery by the trustee payments by a debtor for 
a domestic support obligation or as part of an alter-
native repayment schedule negotiated by an approved 
nonprofit budgeting and credit counseling agency. In 
addition, Question 3 now requires a debtor with pri-
marily non-consumer debts to report only those trans-
fers that aggregate more than $5,000 to any creditor in 
the 90-day period prior to the filing of the petition, as 
a result of the addition of § 547(c)(9) to the Code in 2005. 

In Question 10, the extension of the reachback period 
for transfers from one year to two years reflects the 
2005 amendment to § 548(a)(1) of the Code to permit a 
trustee to avoid a fraudulent transfer made by the 
debtor within two years of the date of the filing of the 
petition. Question 10 also is amended to implement new 
§ 548(e) added to the Code in 2005 to require the debtor 
to disclose all transfers to any self-settled asset protec-
tion trust within the ten years before the filing of the 
petition. 

Question 15 is amended to extend from two years to 
three years the preterition time period for which the 
debtor must disclose the addresses of all premises occu-
pied by the debtor. This information will assist the 
trustee, the United States trustee, and the court to as-
certain whether any homestead exemption asserted by 
the debtor is properly claimed under § 522(v)(3)(A) as 
amended, and §§ 522(p) and (q) as added to the Code in 
2005. 

The form also is amended to extend from six years to 
eight years the period before the filing of the petition 
concerning which the debtor is required to disclose the 
name of the debtor’s spouse or of any former spouse 
who resides or resided with the debtor in a community 
property state. In addition, the certification by a non- 
attorney bankruptcy petition preparer is renamed a 
‘‘declaration’’ and is amended to include material man-
dated by 11 U.S.C. § 110 as amended by the 2005 Act. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates the Com-
mittee Note previously published in 2005.] 

The form is amended in several ways to reflect 
changes in the Bankruptcy Code made by the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act 
of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005). A 
new sentence in the introduction advises the debtor not 
to disclose the name and address of any minor child in 
conformity with § 112, which was added to the Code by 
the 2005 Act. In addition, the form is amended to add to 
the reference to Rule 1007(m) with respect to a minor 
child a direction to include for noticing purposes the 
name, address, and legal relationship to the child of ‘‘a 
person described’’ in that rule. Rule 1007(m) requires 
the person named to be someone on whom process 
would be served in an adversary proceeding against the 
child. 

The definition of ‘‘in business’’ is amended in the in-
troductory section and in Question 1 and Question 18 to 
clarify that various part-time activities can result in 
the debtor being ‘‘in business’’ for purposes of the form. 

Question 1 is amended to specify that, in addition to 
the income from the debtor’s primary employment, the 
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debtor must include income from part-time activities 
either as an employee or from self-employment. The 
debtor now also will report the source of all income 
from employment or operation of a business, even if 
there is only one source, in order to assist the trustee 
in reviewing the pay stubs, etc., filed by the debtor in 
the case. 

Question 3 is amended to accommodate amendments 
to § 547(c) of the Code enacted in 2005 which exempt 
from recovery by the trustee payments by a debtor for 
a domestic support obligation or as part of an alter-
native repayment schedule negotiated by an approved 
nonprofit budgeting and credit counseling agency. In 
addition, Question 3 now requires a debtor with pri-
marily non-consumer debts to report only those trans-
fers that aggregate more than $5,475 to any creditor in 
the 90-day period prior to the filing of the petition, as 
a result of the addition of § 547(c)(9) to the Code in 2005. 
In addition, the language of the question is revised for 
clarity. 

In Question 10, the extension of the reach-back period 
for transfers from one year to two years reflects the 
2005 amendment to § 548(a)(1) of the Code to permit a 
trustee to avoid a fraudulent transfer made by the 

debtor within two years before the date of the filing of 
the petition. Question 10 also is amended to implement 
new § 548(e) added to the Code in 2005 to require the 
debtor to disclose all transfers to any self-settled asset 
protection trust within the ten years before the filing 
of the petition. 

Question 15 is amended to extend from two years to 
three years the prepetition time period for which the 
debtor must disclose the addresses of all premises occu-
pied by the debtor. This information will assist the 
trustee, the United States trustee, and the court to as-
certain whether any homestead exemption asserted by 
the debtor is properly claimed under § 522(b)(3)(A) as 
amended, and §§ 522(p) [sic] and (q) as added to the Code 
in 2005. 

The form also is amended to extend from six years to 
eight years the period before the filing of the petition 
concerning which the debtor is required to disclose the 
name of the debtor’s spouse or of any former spouse 
who resides or resided with the debtor in a community 
property state. In addition, the certification by a non- 
attorney bankruptcy petition preparer is renamed a 
‘‘declaration’’ and is amended to include material man-
dated by 11 U.S.C. § 110 as amended by the 2005 Act. 
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NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form is derived from former Official Form No. 
8A. Rule 1007(b)(2) requires the debtor to serve a copy 
of this statement on the trustee and all creditors 
named in the statement. In a joint case, if the property 
and debts of both debtors are the same, the form may 
be adapted for joint use. If joint debtors have separate 
debts, however, each debtor must use a separate form. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 
AMENDMENT 

This form is a ‘‘document for filing’’ that may be pre-
pared by a ‘‘bankruptcy petition preparer’’ as defined 
in 11 U.S.C. § 110, which was added to the Code by the 
Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1994; accordingly, a signa-
ture line for such preparer is added. In addition to sign-
ing, a bankruptcy petition preparer is required by sec-
tion 110 to disclose the information requested. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1997 
AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to conform more closely to the 
language of the Bankruptcy Code. The amendments 
also make clear that the form is not intended to take 
a position regarding whether the options stated on the 
form are the only choices available to the debtor. Com-
pare Lowry Federal Credit Union v. West, 882 F.2d 1543 
(10th Cir. 1989), with In re Taylor, 3 F.3d 1512 (11th Cir. 
1993). 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2003 AMENDMENT 

Pursuant to § 110(c) of the Bankruptcy Code, the cer-
tification by a non-attorney bankruptcy petition pre-
parer requires a petition preparer to provide the full so-
cial security number of the individual who actually 
prepares the document. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to conform to § 521(a)(6), which 
was added to the Code by the Bankruptcy Abuse Pre-
vention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L. 
No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), by adding a sec-
tion covering personal property subject to an unexpired 
lease and an option labeled ‘‘lease will be assumed pur-
suant to 11 U.S.C. § 362(h)(1)(A)’’ to the choices a debtor 
may make. The certification by a non-attorney bank-
ruptcy petition preparer in the form is renamed a ‘‘dec-
laration’’ and is amended to include material mandated 
by the 2005 amendments to § 110 of the Code. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2008 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to conform to § 362(h), which 
was added to the Code, and § 521(a)(2), which was 
amended, by the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and 
Consumer Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 
Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), by expanding the questions di-
rected to the debtor regarding leased personal property 
and property subject to security interests. The form is 
also amended and reformatted to require the debtor to 
complete a series of statements describing the property 
and setting out what actions the debtor intends to take 
for each listed asset. The amended form is intended to 
elicit more complete information about the debtor’s in-
tentions with regard to property subject to security in-
terests and personal property leases than has been ob-
tained under the current version of the form. 

In addition, the form is amended to specify that the 
debtor’s signature is a declaration under penalty of per-
jury, as required by Rule 1008, and to provide space for 
the co-debtor’s signature. A continuation page has been 
provided for use if necessary. The Declaration of Non- 
Attorney Bankruptcy Petition Preparer has been de-
leted from the form as duplicative of Form 19, Declara-
tion and Signature of Non-Attorney Bankruptcy Peti-
tion Preparer. Form 19 contains both the petition pre-
parer’s declaration and signature and the notice the pe-
tition preparer is required to give to the debtor under 
§ 110 of the Code. 
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NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

The form has been redesigned to facilitate electronic 
generation of notice to creditors concerning the filing 
of the petition, the meeting of creditors, and important 
deadlines in the case. Adoption of a box format, with 
significant dates highlighted, is intended to assist 
creditors who may be unfamiliar with bankruptcy cases 
to understand the data provided. Nine variations of the 
form, designated 9A through 9I, have been created to 
meet the specialized notice requirements for chapters 
7, 11, 12, and 13, asset and no-asset cases, and the var-
ious types of debtors. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1992 
AMENDMENT 

Forms 9B, 9D, 9F, and 9H are amended to make a 
technical correction in the reference to Rule 9001(5). 
Form 9H also contains a technical correction deleting 
the reference to a complaint object to discharge of the 
debtor. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1993 
AMENDMENT 

The title page of the form has been amended to con-
form to the headings used on Forms 9A–9I. Alternate 
versions of Form 9E and Form 9F have been added for 
the convenience of districts that routinely set a dead-
line for filing claims in a chapter 11 case. When a credi-
tor receives the alternate form in a case, the box la-
beled ‘‘Filing Claims’’ will contain information about 
the bar date as follows: ‘‘Deadline for filing a claim: 
(date).’’ If no deadline is set in a particular case, either 
the court will use Form 9E or Form 9F, as appropriate, 
or the alternate form will be used with the following 
sentence appearing in the box labeled ‘‘Filing Claims’’: 
‘‘When the court sets a deadline for filing claims, credi-
tors will be notified.’’ 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 
AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to provide notice of the claims 
filing period provided to ‘‘a governmental unit’’ by sec-
tion 502(b)(9) of the Code as amended by the Bank-
ruptcy Reform Act of 1994. A court that routinely sets 
a deadline for filing proofs of claim at the outset of 
chapter 11 cases and, accordingly, uses Form 9E(Alt.) or 
Form 9F(Alt.) retains the option in any case in which 
no deadlines actually are set to substitute a message 
stating that creditors will be notified if the court fixes 
a deadline. 

The form also is amended to add, in the paragraph la-
beled ‘‘Discharge of Debts,’’ a reference to dis-
chargeability actions under section 523(a)(15) of the 
Code, which was added by the 1994 Act. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1997 
AMENDMENT 

Forms 9A, 9I (and the alternate versions of Forms 9E 
and 9F) have been amended, redesigned, and rewritten. 
Minor conforming changes have been made to respond 
to amendments made in the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 
1994: the longer claims filing period for governmental 
units in section 502(b)(9) of the Code (see Forms 9C, 9D, 
9E(Alt.), 9F(Alt.), 9G, 9H, and 9I); and a reference to dis-
chargeability actions under section 523(a)(15) (see 
Forms 9A, 9C, 9E, and 9E(Alt.), 9G, and 9H). All of the 
forms have been substantially revised to make them 
easier to read and understand. The titles have been 
simplified. Recipients are told why they are receiving 
the notice. Explanations are provided on the back of 
the form and are set in larger type. Plain English is 
used. Deadlines are highlighted on the front of the 
form. Recipients are told that papers must be received 
by the bankruptcy clerk’s office by the applicable dead-
line. The box for the trustee has been deleted from the 
chapter 11 notices (Forms 9E and 9F and the alter-
nates). Various alternatives are set out in brackets in 
many of the forms, permitting each bankruptcy clerk’s 

office to tailor the forms even more precisely to fit the 
needs of a particular case. The court may use blank 
spaces on the form to include additional information 
applicable to the particular district. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2003 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to add to the information pro-
vided to creditors, the trustee and the United States 
trustee, all the names used by the debtor during the six 
years prior to the filing of the petition. The form in-
cludes the debtor’s full employer identification num-
ber, if any, as well as the last four digits of the debtor’s 
social security number. Rule 2002(a)(1) also is amended 
to direct the clerk to include the debtor’s full social se-
curity number and employer identification number on 
the notices served on the United States trustee, the 
trustee, and creditors. This will enable creditors to 
identify the debtor accurately. The copy of Official 
Form 9 included in the case file, however, will show 
only the last four digits of the debtor’s social security 
number. This should afford greater privacy to the indi-
vidual debtor, whose bankruptcy case records may be 
available on the Internet. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended in a variety of way [sic] to im-
plement the provisions of the Bankruptcy Abuse Pre-
vention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L. 
No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005). All versions of the 
form are amended to advise creditors to consult an at-
torney concerning what rights they may have in the 
specific case. All versions of the form are also amended 
to provide information about filing claims to creditors 
with foreign addresses and to advise those creditors to 
consult a lawyer familiar with United States bank-
ruptcy law regarding any questions they may have 
about their rights in a particular case. These amend-
ments implement § 1514, which was added to the Code in 
2005. 

Forms 9A and 9C are amended to include a box in 
which the clerk can notify creditors in a chapter 7 case 
filed by an individual with primarily consumer debts 
whether the presumption of abuse has arisen under 
§ 707(b) of the Code as amended in 2005. Under § 342(d) of 
the Code, the clerk has a duty to notify creditors con-
cerning the presumption within ten days of the filing of 
the petition. If [sic] cases in which the debtor does not 
file Official Form 22A with the petition, the forms pro-
vide for the clerk to state that insufficient information 
has been filed, and to inform creditors that if later- 
filed information indicates that the presumption 
arises, creditors will be sent another notice. 

In cases involving serial filers (debtors who have filed 
more than one case within a specified period), the auto-
matic stay provided by § 362(a) of the Code as amended 
in 2005 may not apply or may be limited in duration, 
unless the stay is extended or imposed by court order. 
The form contains a general statement alerting debtors 
to this possibility. 

Section 1514, added to the Code in 2005, also requires 
that a secured creditor with a foreign address be ad-
vised whether the creditor is required to file a proof of 
claim, and Forms 9B, 9D, 9E, 9E (Alt.), 9F, 9F (Alt.), 9G, 
9H, and 9I are amended to include general information 
addressing that question. Forms 9E, 9E (Alt.), 9F, and 
9F (Alt.) also are amended to inform creditors that in 
a case in which the debtor has filed a plan for which it 
has solicited acceptances before filing the case, the 
court may, after notice and a hearing, order that the 
United States trustee not convene a meeting of credi-
tors. 

Forms 9E and 9E Alt. are amended to state that, un-
less the court orders otherwise, an individual chapter 
11 debtor’s discharge is not effective until completion 
of all payments under the plan, as provided in 
§ 1141(d)(5) which was added to the Code in 2005. Forms 
9F and 9F (Alt.) are amended to include a deadline to 
file a complaint to determine the discharge ability of a 
debt, in conformity with § 1141(d)(6) which was added to 
the Code in 2005. 
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Form 9I is amended to include a deadline to file a 
complaint to determine the discharge ability of certain 
debts. This amendment implements 2005 amendment 
[sic] to § 1328(a)(1) of the Code. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2006 AMENDMENT 

Forms 9G and 9H are amended to add ‘‘family fisher-
man’’ to the title and to the description of chapter 12. 
The 2005 amendments to the Code added a ‘‘family fish-
erman,’’ as defined in § 101(19A), to the persons eligible 
to file a bankruptcy case under chapter 12. Form 9I is 
amended to provide general notice to parties in inter-
est of the potential for a claim to be filed late in the 
case. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates Commit-
tee Notes previously published in 2005 and 2006.] 

The form is amended in a variety of ways to imple-
ment the provisions of the Bankruptcy Abuse Preven-
tion and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 
109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005). All versions of the 
form are amended to advise creditors to consult an at-
torney concerning what rights they may have in the 
specific case. All versions of the form also are amended 
to provide to creditors with foreign addresses informa-
tion about filing claims and to advise those creditors to 
consult a lawyer familiar with United States bank-
ruptcy law regarding any questions they may have 
about their rights in a particular case. These amend-
ments implement § 1514, which was added to the Code in 
2005. 

Forms 9A and 9C are amended to include a box in 
which the clerk can notify creditors in a chapter 7 case 
filed by an individual with primarily consumer debts if 
the presumption of abuse has arisen under § 707(b) of 
the Code as amended in 2005. Under § 342(d) of the Code, 
the clerk has a duty to notify creditors concerning the 
presumption within ten days of the filing of the peti-
tion. In cases in which the debtor does not file Official 
Form 22A with the petition, the forms provide for the 
clerk to state that insufficient information has been 
filed, and to inform creditors that if later-filed infor-

mation indicates that the presumption arises, creditors 
will be sent another notice. Forms 9G and 9H are 
amended to add ‘‘family fishermen’’ to the notices used 
in chapter 12 cases, in conformity with the 2005 amend-
ments to the Code extending the provisions of chapter 
12 to family fishermen. 

In cases involving serial filers (debtors who have filed 
more than one case within a specified period), the auto-
matic stay provided by § 362(a) of the Code as amended 
in 2005 may not apply or may be limited in duration, 
unless the stay is extended or imposed by court order. 
The form contains a general statement alerting debtors 
to this possibility. 

Section 1514, added to the Code in 2005, also requires 
that a secured creditor with a foreign address be ad-
vised whether the creditor is required to file a proof of 
claim, and Forms 9B, 9D, 9E, 9E (Alt.), 9F, 9F (Alt.), 9G, 
9H, and 9I are amended to include general information 
addressing that question. Forms 9E, 9E (Alt.), 9F, and 
9F (Alt.) also are amended to inform creditors that in 
a case in which the debtor has filed a plan for which it 
has solicited acceptances before filing the case, the 
court may, after notice and a hearing, order that the 
United States trustee not convene a meeting of credi-
tors. 

Forms 9E and 9E (Alt.) are amended to state that, un-
less the court orders otherwise, an individual chapter 
11 debtor’s discharge is not effective until completion 
of all payments under the plan, as provided in 
§ 1141(d)(5) which was added to the Code in 2005. Forms 
9F and 9F (Alt.) are amended to include a deadline to 
file a complaint to determine the dischargeability of a 
debt, in conformity with § 1141(d)(6), which also was 
added to the Code in 2005. 

Form 9I is amended to include a deadline to file a 
complaint to determine the dischargeability of certain 
debts. This amendment implements a 2005 amendment 
to § 1328(a) of the Code. 

In addition, all versions of the form are amended to 
provide to the public only the last four digits of any in-
dividual debtor’s taxpayer-identification number. This 
amendment implements Rule 9037. 
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NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form replaces former Official Forms No. 19, No. 
20, and No. 21. The box format and simplified language 
are intended to facilitate completion of the form. 

The form directs the claimant to attach documents 
to support the claim or, if voluminous, a summary of 
such documents. These include any security agreement 
(if not included in the writing on which the claim is 
founded), and evidence of perfection of any security in-
terest. See Committee Note to Rule 3001(d) concerning 
satisfactory evidence of perfection. If the claim in-
cludes prepetition interest or other charges such as at-
torney fees, a statement giving a detailed breakdown of 
the elements of the claim is required. 

Rule 2002(g) requires the clerk to update the mailing 
list in the case by substituting the address provided by 
a creditor on a proof of claim, if that address is dif-
ferent from the one supplied by the debtor. The form 
contains checkboxes to assist the clerk in performing 
this duty. The form also alerts the trustee when the 
claim is an amendment to or replacement for an earlier 
claim. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1993 
AMENDMENT 

The form has been amended to accommodate inclu-
sion of the priority afforded in § 507(a)(8) of the Code, 
which was added by Pub. L. No. 101–647, (Crime Control 
Act of 1990), and to avoid the necessity of further 
amendment to the form if other priorities are added to 
§ 507(a) in the future. In addition, sections 4 and 5 of the 
form have been amended to clarify that only pre-
petition arrearages and charges are to be included in 
the amount of the claim. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 
AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to add the seventh priority 
granted by the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1994 to debts 
for alimony, maintenance, or support of a spouse, 
former spouse, or child of the debtor. The form also 
amends the Code reference to the priority afforded to 
tax debts and the dollar maximums for the priorities 
granted to wages and customer deposits in conformity 
with amendments made by the 1994 Act to section 
507(a) of the Code. The 1994 Act also amended section 
104 of the Code to provide for future adjustment of the 
dollar amounts specified in section 507(a) to be made by 
administrative action at three-year intervals to reflect 
changes in the consumer price index. The form is 
amended to include notice that these dollar amounts 
are subject to change without formal amendment to 
the official form. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1997 
AMENDMENT 

Numbered sections 4. and 5. of the form have been re-
formatted to eliminate redundant information and 
make it easier to complete the form correctly. A credi-
tor will report the total amount of the claim first, and 
will report only that amount unless the claim is se-
cured by collateral or entitled to a priority under § 507 
of the Code. 

Explanatory definitions and instructions for complet-
ing the form also have been added. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2003 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to require a wage, salary, or 
other compensation creditor to disclose only the last 
four digits of the creditor’s social security number to 
afford greater privacy to the creditor. A trustee can re-
quest the full information necessary for tax withhold-
ing and reporting at the time the trustee makes a dis-
tribution to creditors. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to conform to changes in the 
priority afforded the claims of certain creditors in 

§ 507(a) of the Code as amended by the Bankruptcy 
Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, 
Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005). 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates the Com-
mittee Note previously published in 2005.] 

The form is amended to conform to changes in the 
priority afforded the claims of certain creditors in 
§ 507(a) of the Code as amended by the Bankruptcy 
Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, 
Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005). 

In addition, the form and its instructions are amend-
ed in several respects based on the experiences of credi-
tors and trustees in using it and on the technological 
changes that have occurred in the courts’ processing of 
claims. A definition of the word ‘‘redacted’’ has been 
added in conformity with Rule 9037. 

The creditor now has a space in which to provide a 
separate payment address if different from the credi-
tor’s address for receiving notices in the case. The 
checkboxes for indicating that the creditor’s address 
provided on the proof of claim is a new address, and 
that the creditor never received any notices from the 
court in the case have been deleted. The computer sys-
tems now used by the courts make it unnecessary for 
a creditor to ‘‘flag’’ a new address or call attention to 
the fact that the creditor is making its first appearance 
in the case. In place of the deleted items is a new 
checkbox to be used when a debtor or a trustee files a 
proof of claim for a creditor; it will alert the clerk to 
send the notice required by Rule 3004. The box for indi-
cating whether the claim replaces a previously filed 
claim also has been deleted as no longer necessary in 
light of the 2005 amendments to Rules 3004 and 3005. 
The creditor simply will amend the claim filed by the 
other party. 

Requests for the creditor to state the date on which 
the debt was incurred and the date on which any court 
judgment concerning the debt was obtained have been 
deleted, based on reports from trustees that they rely 
on the documents supporting the claim for this infor-
mation. The checkboxes for stating the basis for the 
creditor’s claim have been replaced with a blank in 
which the creditor is to provide this information. Ex-
amples of the most common categories, based on the 
former checkboxes, can be found in the instructions on 
the form. The request to state the account number by 
which the creditor identifies the debtor has been moved 
to paragraph 3 of the form and has been revised to re-
quest only the last four digits of the number, in con-
formity with Rule 9037. In addition, a new paragraph 3a 
gives the creditor a place to notify the trustee and the 
court of any change in the creditor’s name, or that the 
claim has been transferred, or to provide any other in-
formation to clarify a difference between the proof of 
claim and the creditor’s claim as scheduled by the 
debtor. 

The adjective ‘‘total’’ is deleted from the sections of 
the form where the creditor states the amount of the 
claim and the creditor now simply reports the amount 
of the claim. If the claim is a general unsecured claim, 
no further details are stated on the form, although a 
creditor still must attach a copy of any writing on 
which the claim is based, as required by Rule 3001(c), 
and must attach a statement itemizing any interest or 
other charges (in addition to the principal) that are in-
cluded in the claim. If the claim or any part of it is se-
cured or entitled to priority under § 507(a) of the Code, 
the creditor is directed to provide details in the appro-
priate sections of the form. The creditor now states the 
amount to be afforded priority only once, in the section 
of the form designated for describing the specific prior-
ity being asserted. The introductory language in the 
section where the creditor describes any priority to 
which it is entitled has been revised for clarity. The 
word ‘‘collateral’’ has been replaced with the less collo-
quial and more accurate phrase ‘‘lien on property’’ 
throughout the form. 

Information about obtaining acknowledgment from 
the court of the filing of the proof of claim is revised 
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and moved to a new section on the reverse side called 
‘‘Information.’’ This new section also alerts a creditor 
to the possibility that it may be approached about sell-
ing its claim, advises that the court has no role in any 
such solicitations, and states that a creditor is under 
no obligation to accept any offer to purchase its claim. 
A new instruction is added about signing a proof of 
claim. This instruction includes citations to Rules 9011 
and 5005(a)(2) concerning signature requirements in an 
electronic filing environment. 

Finally, all of the definitions and instructions on the 
reverse side of the form are amended generally to re-
flect the deletions, additions, and other changes made 
on page 1. These include a reminder to the creditor to 
keep the court informed of any changes in its address. 
The instructions now appear at the top of the page, and 
the text is revised both to reflect the substantive 

changes to the form and to improve the clarity and 
style of this explanatory material. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2008 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended at box seven on page one, and 
instructions two and seven on page two, to instruct the 
claimant that the information contained in or attached 
to a claim based on the delivery of health care goods or 
services should be limited so as to avoid embarrass-
ment or the unnecessary disclosure of confidential in-
formation. The claimant is informed that additional 
disclosure may be required if the trustee or another 
party in interest objects to the claim. 

Page two of the form is also amended to revise slight-
ly the definitions of ‘‘creditor’’ and ‘‘claim’’ to conform 
more closely to the definitions of those terms in the 
Code. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form previously was numbered Official Form No. 
17. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form previously was numbered Official Form No. 
18. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form previously was numbered Official Form No. 
28. The form is related to Rule 3017(a). Section 1125 of 
the Code requires court approval of a disclosure state-
ment before votes may be solicited for or against a plan 
in either chapter 11 reorganization or chapter 9 munici-
pality cases. 

Objections to the disclosure statement may be filed. 
Rule 3017(a) specifies that the court may fix a time for 
the filing of objections or they can be filed at any time 
prior to approval of the statement. 

Rule 3017(a) also specifies the persons who are to re-
ceive copies of the statement and plan prior to the 
hearing. These documents will not be sent to all parties 
in interest because at this stage of the case it could be 
unnecessarily expensive and confusing. However, any 
party in interest may request copies. The request 
should be made in writing (Rule 3017(a)), and sent to 
the person mailing the statement and plan which, as 
the form indicates, would usually be the proponent of 
the plan. 

This form may be adapted for use if more than one 
disclosure statement is to be considered by the court. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form is derived from former Official Form No. 
29. The form may be adapted for use if more than one 
disclosure statement is approved by the court. 



Page 236 TITLE 11, APPENDIX—BANKRUPTCY RULES Form 14 



Page 237 TITLE 11, APPENDIX—BANKRUPTCY RULES Form 14 

(Added Aug. 1, 1991; amended Oct. 1, 1997.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form is derived from former Official Form No. 
30. The form has been amended to facilitate the voting 
of a debtor’s shares held in ‘‘street name.’’ The form 
may be adapted to designate the class in which each 
ballot is to be tabulated. It is intended that a separate 
ballot will be provided for each class in which a holder 
may vote. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1997 
AMENDMENT 

The form has been substantially amended to simplify 
its format and make it easier to complete correctly. 

Directions or blanks for proponent to complete the 
text of the ballot are in italics and enclosed within 
brackets. A ballot should include only the applicable 
language from the alternatives shown on this form and 
should be adapted to the particular requirements of the 
case. 

If the plan provides for creditors in a class to have 
the right to reduce their claims so as to qualify for 
treatment given to creditors whose claims do not ex-
ceed a specified amount, the ballot should make provi-
sions for the exercise of that right. See section 1122(b) 
of the Code. 

If debt or equity securities are held in the name of a 
broker/dealer or nominee, the ballot should require the 
furnishing of sufficient information to assure that du-
plicate ballots are not submitted and counted and that 
ballots submitted by a broker/dealer or nominee reflect 
the votes of the beneficial holders of such securities. 
See Rule 3017(e). 

In the event that more than one plan of reorganiza-
tion is to be voted upon, the form of ballot will need to 
be adapted to permit holders of claims or equity inter-
ests (a) to accept or reject each plan being proposed, 
and (b) to indicate preferences among the competing 
plans. See section 1129(c) of the Code. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991; amended Dec. 1, 2001.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form is derived from former Official Form No. 

31. The form has been simplified to avoid the necessity 

of repeating the statutory requirements of 11 U.S.C. 

§ 1129(a). In the case of an individual chapter 11 debtor, 

Form 18 may be adapted for use together with this 
form. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2001 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to conform to the December 1, 
2001, amendments to Rule 3020. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991; amended Mar. 14, 1995; Dec. 1, 2003; Oct. 17, 2005; Dec. 1, 2007.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form has been transferred from former Official 

Form No. 1, which included the form of caption for the 

case. Rule 9004(b) requires a caption to set forth the 

title of the case. Rule 1005 provides that the title of the 

case shall include the debtor’s name, all other names 

used by the debtor within six years before the com-

mencement of the case, and the debtor’s social security 

and tax identification numbers. This form of caption is 

prescribed for use on the petition, the notice of the 

meeting of creditors, the order of discharge, and the 

documents relating to a chapter 11 plan, (Official 

Forms 1, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 18). See Rule 2002(m). In 

the petition (Official Form 1), and the notice of the 

meeting of creditors, (Official Form 9), the information 

required by Rule 1005 appears in a block format. A no-

tation of the chapter of the Bankruptcy Code under 

which the case is proceeding has been added to the 

form. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 
AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to provide for the debtor’s ad-
dress to appear in the caption in furtherance of the 
duty of the debtor to include this information on every 
notice given by the debtor. The Bankruptcy Reform 
Act of 1994 amended section 342 of the Code to add this 
requirement. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2003 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to require disclosure of only the 
last four digits of the debtor’s social security number 
to afford greater privacy to the individual debtor, 
whose bankruptcy case records may be available over 
the Internet. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to require that the title of the 
case include all names used by the debtor within the 
last eight years in conformity with § 727(a)(8) as amend-
ed by the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer 
Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 
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(April 20, 2005), extending from six years to eight years 
the period during which a debtor is barred from receiv-
ing successive discharges. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates the Com-
mittee Note previously published in 2005.] 

The form is amended to require that the title of the 
case include all names used by the debtor within the 

last eight years in conformity with § 727(a)(8) as amend-
ed by the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer 
Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 
(April 20, 2005), extending from six years to eight years 
the period during which a debtor is barred from receiv-
ing successive discharges. In conformity with Rule 9037, 
the filer is directed to provide only the last four digits 
of any individual debtor’s taxpayer-identification num-
ber. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991; amended Mar. 14, 1995.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form of caption is prescribed for general use in 
filing papers in a case under the Bankruptcy Code. Rule 
9004(b) requires a caption to set forth the title of the 
case, and Rule 1005 specifies that the title must include 
all names used by the debtor within six years before 
the commencement of the case and the debtor’s social 
security and tax identification numbers. This informa-
tion is necessary in the petition, the notice of the 
meeting of creditors, the order of discharge, and the 
documents relating to the plan in a chapter 11 case. See 
Rule 2002(m) and Official Form 16A. In other notices, 

motions, applications, and papers filed in a case, how-
ever, a short title containing simply the names of the 
debtor or joint debtors may be used. Additional names, 
such as any under which the debtor has engaged in 
business, may be included in the short title as needed. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 
AMENDMENT 

The title of this form is amended to specify that it 
can be used when section 342(c) of the Code, as added by 
the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1994, is not applicable. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991; amended Mar. 14, 1995; Dec. 1, 2003.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form previously was numbered Official Form No. 
34. A notation of the chapter of the Bankruptcy Code 
under which the case is proceeding has been added to 
the form. Rule 7010 refers to this form as providing the 
caption of a pleading in an adversary proceeding. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 
AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to conform to the amendments 
made to section 342 of the Code by the Bankruptcy Re-
form Act of 1994. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2003 AMENDMENT 

The form is abrogated. An amendment to Official 
Form 16A directs that only the last four digits of the 
debtor’s social security number should appear in a cap-
tion. Section 342(c) of the Bankruptcy Code continues 
to require the debtor to provide a creditor with the 
debtor’s name, address, and taxpayer identification 
number on any notice the debtor is required to give to 
the creditor. An individual debtor can fulfill this re-
quirement by including the debtor’s social security ac-
count number on only the creditor’s copy of any notice 
or summons the debtor may serve on the creditor. 



Page 243 TITLE 11, APPENDIX—BANKRUPTCY RULES Form 16D 

(Added Mar. 14, 1995; amended Dec. 1, 2004.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 

This form of caption may be used in an adversary 
proceeding when section 342(c) of the Code, as added by 
the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1994, is not applicable. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2004 AMENDMENT 

This form is amended to reflect the 2003 abrogation of 
Form 16C. As a complaint initiating an adversary pro-

ceeding serves as a notice to the defendant of the filing 

of an action, a debtor filing an adversary proceeding 

must follow the notice requirements of § 342(c) of the 

Code. To protect individual privacy a debtor should use 

the defendant’s copy of the summons to be served with 

the complaint to provide the information required by 

§ 342(c) to any creditor named as a defendant. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991; amended Mar. 14, 1995; Oct. 1, 1997; Dec. 1, 2002; Dec. 1, 2004.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 
AMENDMENT 

This form is derived from former Official Form No. 
35. The form has been amended to indicate that a final 
order may be entered other than in an adversary pro-
ceeding. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 
AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to reflect the amendments to 28 
U.S.C. § 158 concerning bankruptcy appellate panels 
made by the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1994. Section 
158(d) requires an appellant who elects to appeal to a 
district court rather than a bankruptcy appellate panel 
to do so ‘‘at the time of filing the appeal.’’ 

The 1994 Act also amended 28 U.S.C. § 158(a) to permit 
immediate appeal of interlocutory orders increasing or 
reducing a chapter 11 debtor’s exclusive period to file a 
plan under section 1121 of the Code. The form is amend-
ed to provide appropriate flexibility. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1997 
AMENDMENT 

The form has been amended to conform to Rule 
8001(a), which requires the notice to contain the names 
of all parties to the judgment, order, or decree appealed 
from and the names, addresses, and telephone numbers 
of their respective attorneys. A party filing a notice of 
appeal pro se should provide equivalent information. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2002 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to give notice that no filing fee 
is required if a child support creditor or its representa-
tive is the appellant, and if the child support creditor 
or its representative files a form detailing the child 
support debt, its status, and other characteristics, as 
specified in § 304(g) of the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 
1994, Pub. L. No. 103–396[394], 108 Stat. 4106 (Oct. 22, 
1994). 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2004 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to reflect the 2003 abrogation of 
Form 16C. 
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(Added Aug. 1, 1991; amended Mar. 14, 1995; Oct. 1, 1997; Oct. 17, 2005; Dec. 1, 2007.) 
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NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 

This form previously was numbered Official Form No. 
27. The form has been revised to accommodate cases 
commenced by the filing of either a voluntary or an in-
voluntary petition. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 
AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to include debts described in 
section 523(a)(15) of the Code, which was added by the 
Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1994, in the list of debts dis-
charged unless determined by the court to be non-
dischargeable. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1997 
AMENDMENT 

The discharge order has been simplified by deleting 
paragraphs which had detailed some, but not all, of the 
effects of the discharge. These paragraphs have been re-
placed with a plain English explanation of the dis-
charge. This explanation is to be printed on the reverse 
of the order, to increase understanding of the bank-
ruptcy discharge among creditors and debtors. The 
bracketed sentence in the second paragraph should be 
included when the case involves community property. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to require that the title of the 
case include all names used by the debtor within the 
eight years prior to the filing of the petition in the case 

in conformity with § 727(a)(8) as amended by the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act 
of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), ex-
tending from six years to eight years the period during 
which a debtor is barred from receiving successive dis-
charges. The explanation part of the form is amended 
to include additional types of debts that are not dis-
charged under § 523(a) as amended in 2005 and to revise 
certain terminology in conformity with provisions of 
the 2005 Act. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates the Com-
mittee Note previously published in 2005.] 

The form is amended to require that the title of the 
case include all names used by the debtor within the 
eight years prior to the filing of the petition in the case 
in conformity with § 727(a)(8) as amended by the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act 
of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), ex-
tending from six years to eight years the period during 
which a debtor is barred from receiving successive dis-
charges. The explanation part of the form is amended 
to include additional types of debts that are not dis-
charged under § 523(a), as amended in 2005, and to revise 
certain terminology in conformity with provisions of 
the 2005 Act. In conformity with Rule 9037 and Official 
Form 16A, the caption also is amended to provide only 
the last four digits of any individual debtor’s taxpayer- 
identification number. 
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(Added Dec. 1, 2007.) 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates the Com-
mittee Notes to Forms 19A and 19B previously pub-
lished in 2005.] 

This form is new. It is derived from form 19B and re-
places forms 19A and 19B (which forms are abrogated). 
The form contains the notice a bankruptcy petition 
preparer is required to give to a debtor under § 110 of 
the Code as amended by the Bankruptcy Abuse Preven-
tion and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 
109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), and the bankruptcy 
petition preparer’s signed declaration (also required by 
§ 110 of the Code) that the notice was given to the debt-
or. 

The notice states, in language mandated in the 2005 
Act, that the bankruptcy petition preparer is not an at-
torney and must not give legal advice. The notice also 
includes examples of advice a bankruptcy petition pre-

parer may not give that are taken from § 110(e)(2) of the 
Code. 

Although space is provided in the declaration to list 
multiple documents prepared for a single filing, a new 
form 19 must be completed and accompany subsequent 
filings. For example, one form 19 listing all forms pre-
pared by the bankruptcy petition preparer would be 
filed with the debtor’s petition package. Another form 
19 would be required if the debtor files amended sched-
ules later in the case that were prepared by the bank-
ruptcy petition preparer. 

The form must be signed by the debtor and the bank-
ruptcy petition preparer where indicated, and must be 
filed with each document for filing prepared by the 
bankruptcy petition preparer. 

[Form 19A. Abrogated Dec. 1, 2007] 
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(Added Mar. 14, 1995; amended Dec. 1, 2003; Oct. 17, 2005.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 

This form is new. The Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1994 
requires a ‘‘bankruptcy petition preparer,’’ as defined 
in 11 U.S.C. § 110, to sign any ‘‘document for filing’’ that 
the bankruptcy petition preparer prepares for com-
pensation on behalf of a debtor, to disclose on the docu-
ment certain information, and to provide the debtor 
with a copy of the document. This form or adaptations 
of this form have been incorporated into the official 
forms of the voluntary petition, the schedules, the 
statement of financial affairs, and other official forms 
that typically would be prepared for a debtor by a 
bankruptcy petition preparer. This form is to be used 
in connection with any other document that a bank-
ruptcy petition preparer prepares for filing by a debtor 
in a bankruptcy case. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2003 AMENDMENT 

Pursuant to § 110(c) of the Bankruptcy Code, the cer-
tification by a non-attorney bankruptcy petition pre-
parer requires a petition preparer to provide the full so-
cial security number of the individual who actually 
prepares the document. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 AMENDMENT 

The certification by a non-attorney bankruptcy peti-
tion preparer in this form is renamed a ‘‘declaration’’ 
and is amended to include material mandated by 
amendments to § 110 of the Code in the Bankruptcy 
Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, 
Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005). 

[Form 19B. Abrogated Dec. 1, 2007] 

(Added Oct. 17, 2005.) 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 

This form is new. It contains the notice a non-attor-
ney bankruptcy petition preparer is required to give to 
a debtor under § 110 of the Code as amended by the 
Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protec-
tion Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 
2005). The notice states, in language mandated in the 
2005 Act, that the bankruptcy petition preparer is not 

an attorney and must not give legal advice. The form 

includes examples of advice a bankruptcy petition pre-

parer may not give that are take [sic] from § 110(e)(2), 

which also was added to the Code in 2005. The notice 

must be signed by the debtor and by the bankruptcy pe-

tition preparer and filed with any document for filing 

prepared by the bankruptcy petition preparer. 
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(Added Oct. 1, 1997.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1997 

These forms [20A and 20B] are new. They are intended 
to provide uniform, plain English explanations to par-
ties regarding what they must do to respond in certain 
contested matters which occur frequently in bank-
ruptcy cases. Such explanations have been given better 
in some courts than in others. The forms are intended 
to make bankruptcy proceedings more fair, equitable, 
and efficient, by aiding parties, who sometimes do not 
have counsel, in understanding the applicable rules. It 
is hoped that use of these forms also will decrease the 
number of inquiries to bankruptcy clerks’ offices. 

These notices will be sent by the movant unless local 

rules provide for some other entity to give notice. 

These forms are not intended to dictate the specific 

procedures to be used by different bankruptcy courts. 

The forms contain optional language that can be used 

or adapted, depending on local procedures. Similarly, 

the signature line will be adapted to identify the actual 

sender of the notice in each circumstance. All adapta-

tions of the form should carry out the intent to give 

notice of applicable procedures in easily understood 

language. 
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(Added Oct. 1, 1997.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1997 

These forms [20A and 20B] are new. They are intended 
to provide uniform, plain English explanations to par-
ties regarding what they must do to respond in certain 
contested matters which occur frequently in bank-
ruptcy cases. Such explanations have been given better 
in some courts than in others. The forms are intended 
to make bankruptcy proceedings more fair, equitable, 
and efficient, by aiding parties, who sometimes do not 
have counsel, in understanding the applicable rules. It 
is hoped that use of these forms also will decrease the 
number of inquiries to bankruptcy clerks’ offices. 

These notices will be sent by the movant unless local 

rules provide for some other entity to give notice. 

These forms are not intended to dictate the specific 

procedures to be used by different bankruptcy courts. 

The forms contain optional language that can be used 

or adapted, depending on local procedures. Similarly, 

the signature line will be adapted to identify the actual 

sender of the notice in each circumstance. All adapta-

tions of the form should carry out the intent to give 

notice of applicable procedures in easily understood 

language. 
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(Added Dec. 1, 2003; amended Dec. 1, 2007.) 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2003 

The form implements Rule 1007(f), which requires a 
debtor to submit a statement under penalty of perjury 
setting out the debtor’s Social Security number. The 
form is necessary because Rule 1005 provides that the 
caption of the petition includes only the final four dig-
its of the debtor’s Social Security number. The state-
ment provides the information necessary for the clerk 
to include the debtor’s full Social Security number on 
the notice of the meeting of creditors, as required 
under Rule 2002(a)(1). Creditors in a case, along with 
the trustee and United States trustee or bankruptcy 
administrator, will receive the full Social Security 
number on their copy of the notice of the meeting of 
creditors. The copy of that notice which goes into the 

court file will show only the last four digits of the 
number. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2007 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to direct an individual debtor 
who does not have a social-security number but has an-
other government-issued individual taxpayer-identi-
fication number to furnish that number to the court. In 
light of the new Rule 9037 which limits public disclo-
sure to all but the last four digits of any individual tax-
payer-identification number, the amendment to this 
form will ensure that the court and creditors can prop-
erly identify a debtor who does not have a social-secu-
rity number. 
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(Added Oct. 17, 2005; amended Oct. 1, 2006; Jan. 1, 2008; Dec. 19, 2008.) 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 

A. Overview 
Among the changes introduced by the Bankruptcy 

Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005 
[Pub. L. 109–8, Apr. 20, 2005, 119 Stat. 23] are interlock-
ing provisions defining ‘‘current monthly income’’ and 
establishing a means test to determine whether relief 
under Chapter 7 should be presumed abusive. Current 
monthly income (‘‘CMI’’) is defined in § 101(10A) of the 
Code, and the means test is set out in § 707(b)(2). These 
provisions have a variety of applications. In Chapter 7, 
if the debtor’s CMI exceeds a defined level the debtor is 

subject to the means test, and § 707(b)(2)(C) specifically 

requires debtors to file a statement of CMI and calcula-

tions to determine the applicability of the means test 

presumption. In Chapters 11 and 13, CMI provides the 

starting point for determining the disposable income 

that must be contributed to payment of unsecured 

creditors. Moreover, Chapter 13 debtors with CMI above 

defined levels are required by § 1325(b)(3) to complete 

the means test in order to determine the amount of 

their monthly disposable income, and pursuant to 

§ 1325(b)(4), the level of CMI determines the ‘‘applicable 
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commitment period’’ over which projected disposable 
income must be paid to unsecured creditors. 

To provide for the reporting and calculation of CMI 
and for the completion of the means test where re-
quired, three separate official forms have been cre-
ated—one for Chapter 7, one for Chapter 11, and one for 
Chapter 13. This note first describes the calculation of 
CMI that is common to all three of the forms, next de-
scribes the means test as set out in the Chapter 7 and 
13 forms, and finally addresses particular issues that 
are unique to each of the separate forms. 

B. Calculation of CMI 
Although Chapters 7, 11, and 13 use CMI for different 

purposes, the basic computation is the same in each. As 
defined in § 101(10A), CMI is the monthly average of cer-
tain income that the debtor (and in a joint case, the 
debtor’s spouse) received in the six calendar months be-
fore the bankruptcy filing. The definition includes in 
this average (1) income from all sources, whether or not 
taxable, and (2) any amount paid by an entity other 
than the debtor (or the debtor’s spouse in a joint case) 
on a regular basis for the household expenses of the 
debtor, the debtor’s dependents, and (in a joint case) 
the debtor’s spouse if not otherwise a dependent. At the 
same time, the definition excludes from the averaged 
income ‘‘benefits received under the Social Security 
Act’’ and certain payments to victims of terrorism, war 
crimes, and crimes against humanity. 

Each of the forms provides for reporting income items 
constituting CMI. The items are reported in a set of 
entry lines—Part II of the Chapter 7 form and Part I of 
the forms for Chapter 11 and Chapter 13—that include 
separate columns for reporting income of the debtor 
and of the debtor’s spouse. The first of these entry lines 
includes a set of instructions and check boxes indicat-
ing when the ‘‘debtor’s spouse’’ column must be com-
pleted. The instructions also direct the required aver-
aging of reported income. 

The subsequent entry lines specify several common 
types of income and are followed by a ‘‘catch-all’’ line 
for other income. The specific entry lines address (a) 
gross wages; (b) business income; (c) rental income; (d) 
interest, dividends, and royalties; (e) pension and re-
tirement income; (f) regular contributions to the debt-
or’s household expenses; and (g) unemployment com-
pensation. Gross wages (before taxes) are required to be 
entered. Consistent with usage in the Internal Revenue 
Manual and the American Community Survey of the 
Census Bureau, business and rental income is defined as 
gross receipts less ordinary and necessary expenses. 
Unemployment compensation is given special treat-
ment. Because the federal government provides funding 
for state unemployment compensation under the Social 
Security Act, there may be a dispute about whether un-
employment compensation is a ‘‘benefit received under 
the Social Security Act.’’ The forms take no position 
on the merits of this argument, but give debtors the op-
tion of reporting unemployment compensation sepa-
rately from the CMI calculation. This separate report-
ing allows parties in interest to determine the mate-
riality of an exclusion of unemployment compensation 
and to challenge it. The forms provide for totaling the 
income lines. 

C. The means test: deductions from current monthly 
income (CMI) 

The means test operates by deducting from CMI de-
fined allowances for living expenses and payment of se-
cured and priority debt, leaving disposable income pre-
sumptively available to pay unsecured non-priority 
debt. These deductions from CMI under are set out in 
the Code at § 707(b)(2)(A)(ii)–(iv). The forms for Chapter 
7 and Chapter 13 have identical sections (Parts V and 
III, respectively) for calculating these deductions. The 
calculations are divided into subparts reflecting three 
different kinds of allowed deductions. 

1. Deductions under IRS standards 
Subpart A deals with deductions from CMI, set out in 

§ 707(b)(2)(A)(ii), for ‘‘the debtor’s applicable monthly 
expense amounts specified under the National Stand-

ards and Local Standards, and the debtor’s actual 
monthly expenses for the categories specified as Other 
Necessary Expenses issued by the Internal Revenue 
Service for the area in which the debtor resides.’’ The 
forms provide entry lines for each of the specified ex-
pense deductions under the IRS standards, and instruc-
tions on the entry lines identify the website of the U.S. 
Trustee Program, where the relevant IRS allowances 
can be found. As with all of the deductions in 
§ 707(b)(2)(A)(ii), deductions under the IRS standards 
are subject to the proviso that they not include ‘‘any 
payments for debts.’’ 

The IRS National Standards provide a single allow-
ance for food, clothing, household supplies, personal 
care, and miscellany, depending on income and house-
hold size. The forms contain an entry line for the appli-
cable allowance. 

The IRS Local Standards provide one set of deduc-
tions for housing and utilities and another set for 
transportation expenses, with different amounts for dif-
ferent areas of the country, depending on the size of the 
debtor’s family and the number of the debtor’s vehicles. 
Each of the amounts specified in the Local Standards 
are treated by the IRS as a cap on actual expenses, but 
because § 707(b)(2)(A)(ii) provides for deductions in the 
‘‘amounts specified under the . . . Local Standards,’’ 
the forms treat these amounts as allowed deductions. 
The forms again direct debtors to the website of the 
U.S. Trustee Program to obtain the appropriate allow-
ances. 

The Local Standards for housing and utilities, as pub-
lished by the IRS for its internal purposes, present sin-
gle amounts covering all housing expenses; however, 
for bankruptcy purposes, the IRS has separated these 
amounts into a non-mortgage component and a mort-
gage/rent component. The non-mortgage component 
covers a variety of expenses involved in maintaining a 
residence, such as utilities, repairs and maintenance. 
The mortgage/rent component covers the cost of ac-
quiring the residence. For homeowners with mortgages, 
the mortgage/rent component involves debt payment, 
since the cost of a mortgage is part of the allowance. 
Accordingly, the forms require debtors to deduct from 
the mortgage/rent component their average monthly 
mortgage payment (including required payments for 
taxes and insurance), up to the full amount of the IRS 
mortgage/rent component, and instruct debtors that 
this average monthly payment is the one reported on 
the separate line of the forms for deductions of secured 
debt under § 707(b)(2)(a)(iii). The forms allow debtors to 
challenge the appropriateness of this method of com-
puting the Local Standards allowance for housing and 
utilities and to claim any additional housing allowance 
to which they contend they are entitled, but the forms 
require specification of the basis for such a contention. 

The IRS issues Local Standards for transportation in 
two components for its internal purposes as well as for 
bankruptcy: one component covers vehicle operation/ 
public transportation expense and the other ownership/ 
lease expense. The amount of the vehicle operation/ 
public transportation allowance depends on the number 
of vehicles the debtor operates, with debtors who do 
not operate vehicles being given a public transpor-
tation allowance. The instruction for this line item 
makes it clear that every debtor is thus entitled to 
some transportation expense allowance. No debt pay-
ment is involved in this allowance. The ownership/lease 
component, on the other hand, may involve debt pay-
ment. Accordingly, the forms require debtors to reduce 
the allowance for ownership/lease expense by the aver-
age monthly loan payment amount (principal and in-
terest), up to the full amount of the IRS ownership/ 
lease expense amount. This average payment is as re-
ported on the separate line of the forms for deductions 
of secured debt under § 707(b)(2)(a)(iii). 

The IRS does not set out specific dollar allowances 
for ‘‘Other Necessary Expenses.’’ Rather, it specifies a 
number of categories for such expenses, and describes 
the nature of the expenses that may be deducted in 
each of these categories. Section 707(b)(2)(a)(ii) allows a 
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deduction for the debtor’s actual expenses in these 
specified categories, subject to its requirement that 
payment of debt not be included. Several of the IRS 
categories deal with debt repayment and so are not in-
cluded in the forms. Several other categories deal with 
expense items that are more expansively addressed by 
specific statutory allowances. Subpart A sets out the 
remaining categories of ‘‘Other Necessary Expenses’’ in 
individual entry lines. Instructions in these entry lines 
reflect limitations imposed by the IRS and the need to 
avoid inclusion of items deducted elsewhere on the 
forms. 

Subpart A concludes with a subtotal of the deduc-
tions allowed under the IRS standards. 

2. Additional statutory expense deductions 
In addition to the expense deductions allowed under 

the IRS standards, the means test makes provision—in 
subclauses (I), (II), (IV), and (V) of § 707(b)(2)(A)(ii)—for 
six special expense deductions. Each of these additional 
expense items is set out on a separate entry line in 
Subpart B, introduced by an instruction that there 
should not be double counting of any expense already 
included in the IRS deductions. Contributions to tax- 
exempt charities provide another statutory expense de-
duction. Section 1325(b)(2)(A)(ii) expressly allows a de-
duction from CMI for such contributions (up to 15% of 
the debtor’s gross income), and § 707(b)(1) provides that 
in considering whether a Chapter 7 filing is an abuse, 
the court may not take into consideration ‘‘whether a 
debtor . . . continues to make [tax-exempt] charitable 
contributions.’’ Accordingly, Subpart B also includes 
an entry line for charitable contributions. The subpart 
concludes with a subtotal of the additional statutory 
expense deductions. 

3. Deductions for payment of debt 
Subpart C of the forms deals with the means test’s 

deductions from CMI for payment of secured and prior-
ity debt, as well as a deduction for administrative fees 
that would be incurred if the debtor paid debts through 
a Chapter 13 plan. In accord with § 707(b)(2)(A)(iii), the 
deduction for secured debt is divided into two entry 
lines—one for payments that are contractually due dur-
ing the 60 months following the bankruptcy filing, the 
other for amounts needed to retain necessary collateral 
securing debts in default. In each situation, the in-
structions for the entry lines require dividing the total 
payment amount by 60, as the statute directs. Priority 
debt, deductible pursuant to § 707(b)(2)(A)(iv), is treated 
on a single entry line, also requiring division by 60. The 
defined deduction for the expenses of administering a 
Chapter 13 plan is allowed by § 707(b)(2)(A)(ii)(III) only 
for debtors eligible for Chapter 13. The forms treat this 
deduction in an entry line requiring the eligible debtor 
to state the amount of the prospective Chapter 13 plan 
payment and multiply that payment amount by the 
percentage fee established for the debtor’s district by 
the Executive Office for United States Trustees. The 
forms refer debtors to the website of the U.S. Trustee 
Program to obtain this percentage fee. The subpart 
concludes with a subtotal of debt payment deductions. 

4. Total deductions 
Finally, the forms direct that the subtotals from 

Subparts A, B, and C be added together to arrive at the 
total of allowed deductions from CMI under the means 
test. 

5. Additional claimed deductions 
The forms do not provide for means test deductions 

from CMI for expenses in categories that are not spe-
cifically identified as ‘‘Other Necessary Expenses’’ in 
the Internal Revenue Manual. However, debtors may 
wish to claim expenses that do not fall within the cat-
egories listed as ‘‘Other Necessary Expenses’’ in the 
forms. Part VII of the Chapter 7 form and Part VI of 
the Chapter 13 form provide for such expenses to be 
identified and totaled. Although expenses listed in 
these sections are not deducted from CMI for purposes 
of the means test calculation, the listing provides a 
basis for debtors to assert that these expenses should 
be deducted from CMI under § 707(b)(2)(A)(ii)(I), and 
that the results of the forms’ calculation, therefore, 
should be modified. 

D. The chapter-specific forms 
1. Chapter 7 
The Chapter 7 form has several unique aspects. The 

form includes, in the upper right corner of the first 
page, a check box directing the debtor to state whether 
or not the calculations required by the form result in 
a presumption of abuse. The debtor is not bound by this 
statement and may argue, in response to a motion 
brought under § 707(b)(1), that there should be no pre-
sumption despite the calculations required by the form. 
The check box is intended to give clerks of court a con-
spicuous indication of the cases for which they are re-
quired to provide notice of a presumption of abuse pur-
suant to § 342(d). 

Part I of the form implements the provision of 
§ 707(b)(2)(D) that excludes certain disabled veterans 
from all means testing, making it unnecessary to com-
pute the CMI of such veterans. Debtors who declare 
under penalty of perjury that they are disabled veter-
ans within the statutory definition are directed to ver-
ify their declaration in Part VII, to check the ‘‘no pre-
sumption’’ box at the beginning of the form, and to dis-
regard the remaining parts of the form. 

Part II of the form is the computation of CMI. Sec-
tion 707(b)(7) eliminates standing to assert the means 
test’s presumption of abuse if the debtor’s annualized 
CMI does not exceed a defined median state income. 
For this purpose, the statute directs that CMI of the 
debtor’s spouse be combined with the debtor’s CMI even 
if the debtor’s spouse is not a joint debtor, unless the 
debtor declares under penalty of perjury that the 
spouses are legally separated or living separately other 
than for purposes of evading the means test. Accord-
ingly, the calculation of CMI in Part II directs a com-
putation of the CMI of the debtor’s spouse not only in 
joint cases, but also in cases of married debtors who do 
not make the specified declaration, and the CMI of 
both spouses in these cases is combined for purposes of 
determining standing under § 707(b)(7). 

Part III of the form provides for the comparison of 
the debtor’s CMI to the applicable state median income 
for purposes of § 707(b)(7). It then directs debtors whose 
income does not exceed the applicable median to verify 
the form, to check the ‘‘no presumption’’ box at the be-
ginning of the form, and not to complete the remaining 
parts of the form. Debtors whose CMI does exceed the 
applicable state median are required to complete the 
remaining parts of the form. 

Part IV of the form provides for an adjustment to the 
CMI of a married debtor, not filing jointly, whose 
spouse’s CMI was combined with the debtor’s for pur-
poses of determining standing to assert the means test 
presumption. The means test itself does not charge a 
married debtor in a non-joint case with the income of 
the non-filing spouse, but rather only with contribu-
tions made by that spouse to the household expenses of 
the debtor or the debtor’s dependents, as provided in 
the definition of CMI in § 101(10A). Accordingly, Part IV 
calls for the combined CMI of Part II to be reduced by 
the amount of the non-filing spouse’s income that was 
not contributed to the household expenses of the debtor 
or the debtor’s dependents. 

Part V of the form provides for a calculation of the 
means test’s deductions from the debtor’s CMI, as de-
scribed above. 

Part VI provides for a determination of whether the 
debtor’s CMI, less the allowed deductions, gives rise to 
a presumption of abuse under § 707(b)(2)(A). Depending 
on the outcome of this determination, the debtor is di-
rected to check the appropriate box at the beginning of 
the form and to sign the verification in Part VIII. Part 
VII allows the debtor to claim additional deductions, as 
discussed above. 

2. Chapter 11 
The Chapter 11 form is the simplest of the three, 

since the means-test deductions of § 707(b)(2) are not 
employed in determining the extent of an individual 
Chapter 11 debtor’s disposable income. Section 
1129(a)(15) requires payments of disposable income ‘‘as 
defined in section 1325(b)(2),’’ and that paragraph allows 
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calculation of disposable income under judicially-deter-
mined standards, rather than pursuant to the means 
test deductions, specified for higher income Chapter 13 
debtors by § 1325(b)(3). However, § 1325(b)(2) does require 
that CMI be used as the starting point in the judicial 
determination of disposable income, and so the Chapter 
11 form requires this calculation (in Part I of the form), 
as described above, together with a verification (in 
Part II). 

3. Chapter 13 
Like the Chapter 7 form, the form for Chapter 13 

debtors contains a number of special provisions. The 
upper right corner of the first page includes check 
boxes requiring the debtor to state whether, under the 
calculations required by the statement, the applicable 
commitment period under § 1325(b)(4) is three years or 
five years and whether the means test deductions are 
required by § 1325(b)(3) to be used in determining the 
debtor’s disposable income. The check box is intended 
to inform standing trustees and other interested par-
ties about these items, but does not prevent the debtor 
from arguing that the calculations required by the 
form do not accurately reflect the debtor’s disposable 
income. 

Part I of the form is a report of income to be used for 
determining CMI. Section 1325(b)(4) imposes a five-year 
applicable commitment period—rather than a three- 
year period—if the debtor’s annualized CMI is not less 
than a defined median state income. For this purpose, 
as under § 707(b)(4), the CMI of the debtor’s spouse is re-
quired by the statute to be combined with the debtor’s 
CMI, and there is no exception for spouses who are le-
gally separated or living separately. Accordingly, the 
report of income in Part I directs a combined reporting 
of the income of both spouses in all cases of married 
debtors. 

Part II of the form computes the applicable commit-
ment period by annualizing the income calculated in 
Part I and comparing it to the applicable state median. 
The form allows debtors to contend that the income of 
a non-filing spouse should not be treated as CMI and 
permits debtors to claim a deduction for any income of 
a non-filing spouse to the extent that this income was 
not contributed to the household expenses of the debtor 
or the debtor’s dependents. The debtor is directed to 
check the appropriate box at the beginning of the form, 
stating the applicable commitment period. 

Part III of the form compares the debtor’s CMI to the 
applicable state median, allowing a determination of 
whether the means-test deductions must be used, pur-
suant to § 1325(b)(3), in calculating disposable income. 
For this purpose, since § 1325(b)(3) does not provide for 
including the income of the debtor’s spouse, the form 
directs a deduction of the income of a non-filing spouse 
that is not contributed to the household expenses of 
the debtor or the debtor’s dependents. Again, the debt-
or is directed to check the appropriate box at the be-
ginning of the form, indicating whether the means test 
deductions are applicable. If so, the debtor is directed 
to complete the remainder of the form. If not, the debt-
or is directed to complete the verification in Part VII 
but not complete the other parts of the form. 

Part IV provides for calculation of the means-test de-
ductions provided in § 707(b)(2), described above, as in-
corporated by § 1325(b)(3) for debtors with CMI above 
the applicable state median. 

Part V provides for three adjustments required by 
special provisions affecting disposable income in Chap-
ter 13. First, § 1325(b)(2) itself excludes from the CMI 
used in determining disposable income certain ‘‘child 
support payments, foster care payments, [and] disabil-
ity payments for a dependent child.’’ Because payments 
of this kind are included in the definition of CMI in 
§ 101(10A), a line entry for deduction of these payments 
is provided. Second, a line entry is provided for deduc-
tion of contributions by the debtor to certain retire-
ment plans, listed in § 541(b)(7)(B), since that provision 
states that such contributions ‘‘shall not constitute 
disposable income, as defined in section 1325(b).’’ Third, 
the same line entry also allows a deduction from dis-

posable income for payments on loans from retirement 
accounts that are excepted from the automatic stay by 
§ 362(b)(19), since § 1322(f) provides that for a ‘‘loan de-
scribed in section 362(b)(19) . . . any amounts required 
to repay such loan shall not constitute ‘disposable in-
come’ under section 1325.’’ 

The Chapter 13 form does not provide a deduction 
from disposable income for the Chapter 13 debtor’s an-
ticipated attorney fees. There is no specific statutory 
allowance for such a deduction, and none appears nec-
essary. Section 1325(b)(1)(B) requires that disposable in-
come contributed to a Chapter 13 plan be used to pay 
‘‘unsecured creditors.’’ A debtor’s attorney who has not 
taken a security interest in the debtor’s property is an 
unsecured creditor who may be paid from disposable in-
come. 

Part VI of the form allows the debtor to claim addi-
tional deductions, as described above, and Part VII is 
the verification. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2006 AMENDMENT 

Forms [sic] 22A, Line 43, and Form 22C, Line 48, are 
amended to delete the phrase ‘‘in default’’ with respect 
to ‘‘Other payments on secured claims.’’ A debtor may 
be required to make other payments to the creditor 
even when the debt is not in default, such as to retain 
collateral. Form 22C, Line 17, also is amended to re-
quire all chapter 13 debtors, including those whose in-
come falls below the applicable median income, to de-
termine their disposable income under § 1325(b)(3) of the 
Code by completing Part III of the form. Both forms 
contain stylistic amendments to conform the wording 
more closely to that used in the 2005 Act [Bankruptcy 
Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, 
Pub. L. 109–8, Apr. 20, 2005, 119 Stat. 23]. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2008 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 [sic] Committee Note incorporates 
Committee Notes previously published in 2005 and 2006.] 
A. Overview 

Among the changes introduced by the Bankruptcy 
Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005 
was a set of interlocking provisions defining ‘‘current 
monthly income’’ and establishing a means test to de-
termine whether relief under Chapter 7 should be pre-
sumed abusive. Current monthly income (‘‘CMI’’) is de-
fined in § 101(10A) of the Code, and the means test is set 
out in § 707(b)(2). These provisions have a variety of ap-
plications. In Chapter 7, if the debtor’s CMI exceeds a 
defined level the debtor is subject to the means test, 
and § 707(b)(2)(C) specifically requires debtors to file a 
statement of CMI and calculations to determine the ap-
plicability of the means test presumption. In Chapters 
11 and 13, CMI provides the starting point for determin-
ing the disposable income that debtors may be required 
to pay to unsecured creditors. Moreover, Chapter 13 
debtors with CMI above defined median income levels 
are required by § 1325(b)(3) to use the deductions from 
income prescribed by the means test in order to deter-
mine what part of their income is ‘‘disposable,’’ and 
pursuant to § 1325(b)(4), the level of CMI determines the 
‘‘applicable commitment period’’ over which projected 
disposable income must be paid to unsecured creditors. 

To provide for the reporting and calculation of CMI 
and for the completion of the means test where re-
quired, three separate official forms have been cre-
ated—one for Chapter 7, one for Chapter 11, and one for 
Chapter 13. This note first describes the calculation of 
CMI that is common to all three of the forms, next de-
scribes the means test deductions set out in the Chap-
ter 7 and 13 forms, and finally addresses particular is-
sues that are unique to each of the separate forms. 

B. Calculation of CMI 
Although Chapters 7, 11, and 13 use CMI for different 

purposes, the basic computation is the same in each. As 
defined in § 101(10A), CMI is the monthly average of cer-
tain income that the debtor (and in a joint case, the 
debtor’s spouse) received in the six calendar months be-
fore the bankruptcy filing. The definition includes in 
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this average (1) income from all sources, whether or not 
taxable, and (2) any amount paid by an entity other 
than the debtor (or the debtor’s spouse in a joint case) 
on a regular basis for the household expenses of the 
debtor, the debtor’s dependents, and (in a joint case) 
the debtor’s spouse if not otherwise a dependent. At the 
same time, the definition excludes from the averaged 
income ‘‘benefits received under the Social Security 
Act’’ and certain payments to victims of terrorism, war 
crimes, and crimes against humanity. 

Each of the three forms provides for reporting income 
items constituting CMI. The items are reported in a set 
of entry lines—Part II of the form for Chapter 7 and 
Part I of the forms for Chapter 11 and Chapter 13—that 
include separate columns for reporting income of the 
debtor and of the debtor’s spouse. The first of these 
entry lines includes a set of instructions and check 
boxes indicating when the ‘‘debtor’s spouse’’ column 
must be completed. The instructions also direct the re-
quired averaging of reported income. 

The subsequent entry lines for income reporting 
specify several common types of income and are fol-
lowed by a ‘‘catch-all’’ line for other income. The entry 
lines address (a) gross wages; (b) business income; (c) 
rental income; (d) interest, dividends, and royalties; (e) 
pension and retirement income; (f) regular payments of 
the household expenses of the debtor or the debtor’s de-
pendents; (g) unemployment compensation, and (h) all 
other forms of income (the ‘‘catch-all’’ line). 

Gross wages (before taxes) are required to be entered. 
However, consistent with usage in the Internal Reve-
nue Manual and the American Community Survey of 
the Census Bureau, business and rental income are de-
fined as gross receipts less ordinary and necessary ex-
penses. 

Unemployment compensation is given special treat-
ment. Because the federal government provides funding 
for state unemployment compensation under the Social 
Security Act, there may be a dispute about whether un-
employment compensation is a ‘‘benefit received under 
the Social Security Act.’’ The forms take no position 
on the merits of this argument, but give debtors the op-
tion of reporting unemployment compensation sepa-
rately from the CMI calculation. This separate report-
ing allows parties in interest to determine the mate-
riality of an exclusion of unemployment compensation 
and to challenge it. 

Alimony and child support are also given special 
treatment. Child support is not generally considered 
‘‘income’’ to the recipient. See 26 U.S.C. § 71(c). Thus, 
child support is only part of CMI if it is paid on a regu-
lar basis for the household expenses of the debtor or the 
debtor’s dependents. On the other hand, alimony and 
other forms of spousal support are considered income 
to the recipient, and thus are within CMI regardless of 
the regularity and use of the payments. To address this 
distinction, the instruction in the entry line for regular 
payments of household expenses directs that the entry 
include regular child support payments used for house-
hold expenses of the debtor or the debtor’s dependents, 
and the instruction for the ‘‘catch-all’’ line directs in-
clusion of all spousal support payments that are not 
otherwise reported as spousal income. 

The forms provide for totaling the income reporting 
lines. 

C. The means test: deductions from current monthly 
income 

The means test operates by deducting from CMI de-
fined allowances for living expenses and payment of se-
cured and priority debt, leaving disposable income pre-
sumptively available to pay unsecured non-priority 
debt. These deductions from CMI are set out in the 
Code at § 707(b)(2)(A)(ii)–(iv). The forms for Chapter 7 
and Chapter 13 have similar sections (Parts V and IV, 
respectively) for calculating these deductions. The cal-
culations are divided into subparts reflecting three dif-
ferent kinds of allowed deductions. 

1. Deductions under IRS standards 
Subpart A deals with deductions from CMI, set out in 

§ 707(b)(2)(A)(ii), for ‘‘the debtor’s applicable monthly 

expense amounts specified under the National Stand-
ards and Local Standards, and the debtor’s actual 
monthly expenses for the categories specified as Other 
Necessary Expenses issued by the Internal Revenue 
Service for the area in which the debtor resides.’’ The 
forms provide entry lines for each of the specified ex-
pense deductions under the IRS standards, and instruc-
tions on the entry lines identify the website of the U.S. 
Trustee Program, where the relevant IRS allowances 
can be found. As with all of the deductions in 
§ 707(b)(2)(A)(ii), deductions under the IRS standards 
are subject to the proviso that they not include ‘‘any 
payments for debts.’’ 

National Standards. The IRS National Standards pro-
vide a single allowance for food, clothing, household 
supplies, personal care, and miscellany, depending on 
household size, which can be entered directly from a 
table supplied by the IRS. There is also a National 
Standard for out-of-pocket health care expenses, which 
provides two different per-person allowances, depending 
on age group: the allowance for persons 65 or older is 
greater than the allowance for those under 65. Accord-
ingly, the forms direct debtors to compute the National 
Standard allowance for health care by first multiplying 
each of the two age-group allowances by the number of 
household members within that age group and then 
adding subtotals for the two age groups to obtain the 
total allowance. 

Local Standards. The IRS Local Standards provide one 
set of deductions for housing and utilities and another 
set for transportation expenses, with different amounts 
for different areas of the country, depending on the size 
of the debtor’s household and the number of the debt-
or’s vehicles. Each of the amounts specified in the 
Local Standards are treated by the IRS as a cap on ac-
tual expenses, but because § 707(b)(2)(A)(ii) provides for 
deductions in the ‘‘amounts specified under the . . . 
Local Standards,’’ the forms treat these amounts as al-
lowed deductions. 

The Local Standards for housing and utilities, as pub-
lished by the IRS for its internal purposes, present sin-
gle amounts covering all housing expenses; however, 
for bankruptcy purposes, the IRS has provided the Ex-
ecutive Office for United States Trustees with informa-
tion allowing a division of these amounts into a non- 
mortgage component and a mortgage/rent component. 
The non-mortgage component covers a variety of ex-
penses involved in maintaining a residence, such as 
utilities, repairs and maintenance. The mortgage/rent 
component covers the cost of acquiring the residence. 
The forms take no position on the question of whether 
the debtor must actually be making payments on a 
home in order to claim a mortgage/rent allowance. For 
homeowners with mortgages, the mortgage/rent allow-
ance involves debt payment, since the cost of a mort-
gage is the basis for the allowance. Accordingly, the 
forms require debtors to deduct from the mortgage/rent 
allowance their average monthly mortgage payment, 
up to the full amount of the IRS mortgage/rent allow-
ance, and instruct debtors that this average monthly 
payment is the one reported on the separate line of the 
forms for deductions of secured debt under 
§ 707(b)(2)(a)(iii). The forms allow debtors to challenge 
the appropriateness of this method of computing the 
Local Standards allowance for housing and utilities 
and to claim any additional housing allowance to 
which they contend they are entitled, but the forms re-
quire specification of the basis for such a contention. 

The IRS issues Local Standards for transportation in 
two components for its internal purposes as well as for 
bankruptcy: one component covers vehicle operation/ 
public transportation expense and the other ownership/ 
lease expense. The amount of the vehicle operation/ 
public transportation allowance depends on the number 
of vehicles the debtor operates; debtors who do not op-
erate vehicles are given a public transportation allow-
ance, regardless of whether they actually use public 
transportation. It is not clear whether the public trans-
portation allowance may also be claimed by debtors 
who do make use of public transportation but also op-
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erate vehicles. The forms permit debtors to claim both 
a public transportation and vehicle operating allow-
ance, but take no position as to whether it is appro-
priate to claim both allowances. No debt payment is in-
volved in the vehicle operation/public transportation 
component of the Local Standards for transportation. 

The ownership/lease component, on the other hand, 
may involve debt payment. Accordingly, the forms re-
quire debtors to reduce the allowance for ownership/ 
lease expense by the average monthly loan payment 
amount (principal and interest), up to the full amount 
of the IRS ownership/lease expense amount. This aver-
age payment is as reported on the separate line of the 
forms for deductions of secured debt under 
§ 707(b)(2)(a)(iii). The forms take no position on the 
question of whether the debtor must actually be mak-
ing payments on a vehicle in order to claim the owner-
ship/lease allowance. 

Other Necessary Expenses. The IRS does not set out 
specific dollar allowances for ‘‘Other Necessary Ex-
penses.’’ Rather, it specifies a number of categories for 
such expenses, and describes the nature of the expenses 
that may be deducted in each of these categories. Sec-
tion 707(b)(2)(a)(ii) allows a deduction for the debtor’s 
actual expenses in these specified categories, subject to 
its requirement that payment of debt not be included. 
Several of the IRS categories deal with debt repayment 
and so are not included in the forms. Several other cat-
egories deal with expense items that are more expan-
sively addressed by specific statutory allowances. Sub-
part A sets out the remaining categories of ‘‘Other Nec-
essary Expenses’’ in individual entry lines. Instructions 
in these entry lines reflect limitations imposed by the 
IRS and the need to avoid inclusion of items deducted 
elsewhere on the forms. 

Subpart A concludes with a subtotal of the deduc-
tions allowed under the IRS standards. 

2. Additional statutory expense deductions 
In addition to the expense deductions allowed under 

the IRS standards, the means test makes provision—in 
subclauses (I), (II), (IV), and (V) of § 707(b)(2)(A)(ii)—for 
six special expense deductions. Each of these additional 
expense items is set out on a separate entry line in 
Subpart B, introduced by an instruction that tracks 
the statutory language and provides that there should 
not be double counting of any expense already included 
in the IRS deductions. 

One of these special expense deductions presents a 
problem of statutory construction. Section 
707(b)(2)A)(ii)(I) [sic], after directing the calculation of 
the debtor’s monthly expenses under the IRS stand-
ards, states, ‘‘Such expenses shall include reasonably 
necessary health insurance, disability insurance, and 
health saving account expenses . . . .’’ There is no ex-
press statutory limitation to expenses actually in-
curred by the debtor, and so the provision appears to 
allow a reasonable ‘‘monthly expense’’ deduction for 
health and disability insurance or a health savings ac-
count even if the debtor does not make such payments, 
similar to the way in which the National Standards 
give an allowance for food, clothing and personal care 
expenses without regard to the debtor’s actual expendi-
tures. However, the statutory language might also be 
read as providing that the debtor’s ‘‘Other Necessary 
Expenses’’ should include reasonable insurance and 
health savings account payments. Since ‘‘Other Nec-
essary Expenses’’ are limited to actual expenditures, 
such a limitation could be implied here. The forms deal 
with this ambiguity by allowing the debtor to claim a 
deduction for reasonable insurance and health savings 
account expenses even if not made, but also require a 
statement of the amount actually expended in these 
categories, thus allowing a challenge by any party who 
believes that only actual expenditures are properly de-
ductible. 

Contributions to tax-exempt charities provide an-
other statutory expense deduction. Section 707(b)(1) 
provides that in considering whether a Chapter 7 filing 
is an abuse, the court may not take into consideration 
‘‘whether a debtor . . . continues to make [tax-exempt] 

charitable contributions.’’ Section 1325(b)(2)(A)(ii) ex-
pressly allows a deduction from CMI for such contribu-
tions that are ‘‘reasonably necessary’’ (up to 15% of the 
debtor’s gross income), and the Religious Liberty and 
Charitable Donation Clarification Act of 2005 [2006] 
added language to § 1325(b)(3) to provide the same de-
duction for above-median income debtors whose dispos-
able income is determined using means test deductions. 
Accordingly, Subpart B of both the Chapter 7 and Chap-
ter 13 forms includes an entry line for charitable con-
tributions, employing the different statutory deduc-
tions allowed in each context. 

The Subpart B concludes with a subtotal of the addi-
tional statutory expense deductions. 

3. Deductions for payment of debt 
Subpart C deals with the means test’s deductions 

from CMI for payment of secured and priority debt, as 
well as a deduction for administrative fees that would 
be incurred if the debtor paid debts through a Chapter 
13 plan. 

In accord with § 707(b)(2)(A)(iii), the deduction for se-
cured debt is divided into two entry lines—one for pay-
ments that are contractually due during the 60 months 
following the bankruptcy filing, the other for amounts 
needed to retain necessary collateral securing debts in 
default. In each situation, the instructions for the 
entry lines require dividing the total payment amount 
by 60, as the statute directs. The forms recognize an-
other ambiguity in this connection: ‘‘payments con-
tractually due’’ might either be understood as limited 
to payments of principal and interest (payable to se-
cured creditor) or, in the context of a mortgage with an 
escrow, might be understood as including payments of 
property taxes and insurance (ultimately paid to taxing 
bodies and insurers, but initially payable to the mort-
gagee). The forms require the debtor to specify whether 
the amount deducted includes taxes and insurance, al-
lowing a party in interest to inquire into the deduction 
and raise an objection. 

Priority debt, deductible pursuant to § 707(b)(2)(A)(iv), 
is treated on a single entry line, also requiring division 
by 60. The instruction for this line makes clear that 
only past due priority debt—not anticipated debts— 
should be included. Thus, future support or tax obliga-
tions, and future fees that might be payable to a Chap-
ter 13 debtor’s attorney, are not included. 

The defined deduction for the expenses of administer-
ing a Chapter 13 plan is allowed by § 707(b)(2)(A)(ii)(III) 
only for debtors eligible for Chapter 13. The forms treat 
this deduction in an entry line requiring the eligible 
debtor to state the amount of the prospective Chapter 
13 plan payment and multiply that payment amount by 
the percentage fee established for the debtor’s district 
by the Executive Office for United States Trustees. The 
forms refer debtors to the website of the U.S. Trustee 
Program to obtain this percentage fee. 

The subpart concludes with a subtotal of debt pay-
ment deductions. 

4. Total deductions 
Finally, the forms direct that the subtotals from 

Subparts A, B, and C be added together to arrive at the 
total of allowed deductions from CMI under the means 
test. 

5. Additional claimed deductions 
The forms do not provide for means test deductions 

from CMI for expenses in categories that are not spe-
cifically identified as ‘‘Other Necessary Expenses’’ in 
the Internal Revenue Manual. However, debtors may 
wish to claim expenses that do not fall within the cat-
egories listed as ‘‘Other Necessary Expenses’’ in the 
forms. Part VII of the Chapter 7 form and Part VI of 
the Chapter 13 form provide for such expenses to be 
identified and totaled. Although expenses listed in 
these sections are not deducted from CMI for purposes 
of the means test calculation, the listing provides a 
basis for debtors to assert that these expenses should 
be deducted from CMI under § 707(b)(2)(A)(ii)(I), and 
that the results of the forms’ calculation should there-
fore be modified. 

D. The chapter-specific forms 



Page 271 TITLE 11, APPENDIX—BANKRUPTCY RULES Form 22A 

1. Chapter 7 

The Chapter 7 form has several unique aspects. The 
form includes, in the upper right corner of the first 
page, a check box directing the debtor to state whether 
or not the calculations required by the form result in 
a presumption of abuse. The debtor is not bound by this 
statement and may argue, in response to a motion 
brought under § 707(b)(1), that there should be no pre-
sumption despite the calculations required by the form. 
The check box is intended to give clerks of court a con-
spicuous indication of the cases for which they are re-
quired to provide notice of a presumption of abuse pur-
suant to § 342(d). 

Part I implements the provision of § 707(b)(2)(D) that 
excludes certain disabled veterans from all means test-
ing, making it unnecessary to compute the CMI of such 
veterans. Debtors who declare under penalty of perjury 
that they are disabled veterans within the statutory 
definition are directed to verify their declaration in 
Part VII, to check the ‘‘no presumption’’ box at the be-
ginning of the form, and to disregard the remaining 
parts of the form. 

Part I also provides an exclusion for debtors who do 
not have primarily consumer debts. These debtors are 
not subject to any of the provisions of § 707(b)—includ-
ing the requirement of § 707(b)(2)(C) for filing a CMI 
statement—since § 707(b) applies, by its terms, only to 
‘‘an individual debtor . . . whose debts are primarily 
consumer debts.’’ However, a debtor may be found to 
have asserted non-consumer status incorrectly. Unless 
such a debtor has filed the CMI form within the 45 days 
after filing the case, the case could be subject to auto-
matic dismissal under § 521(i). To avoid this possibility, 
debtors asserting principally non-consumer status may 
complete the appropriate portions of Part I, claim an 
exclusion from the balance of the form, and promptly 
file the form. If it is subsequently determined that the 
debtor does have primarily consumer debts, the form 
will have been filed within the deadline established by 
§ 521(i), and can be amended to include the necessary 
CMI and means test information. 

Part II computes CMI for purposes of the safe harbor 
of § 707(b)(7). Section 707(b)(7) prohibits a motion to dis-
miss based on the means test’s presumption of abuse if 
the debtor’s annualized CMI does not exceed a defined 
median state income. For this purpose, the statute di-
rects that CMI of the debtor’s spouse be combined with 
the debtor’s CMI even if the debtor’s spouse is not a 
joint debtor, unless the debtor declares under penalty 
of perjury that the spouses are legally separated or liv-
ing separately other than for purposes of evading the 
means test.Accordingly, the calculation of CMI in Part 
II directs a computation of the CMI of the debtor’s 
spouse not only in joint cases, but also in cases of mar-
ried debtors who do not make the specified declaration, 
and the CMI of both spouses in these cases is combined 
for purposes of determining standing under § 707(b)(7). 

Part III compares the debtor’s CMI to the applicable 
state median income for purposes of § 707(b)(7). It then 
directs debtors whose income does not exceed the appli-
cable median to verify the form, to check the ‘‘no pre-
sumption’’ box at the beginning of the form, and not to 
complete the remaining parts of the form. Debtors 
whose CMI does exceed the applicable state median are 
required to complete the remaining parts of the form. 

Part IV adjusts the CMI of a married debtor, not fil-
ing jointly, whose spouse’s CMI was combined with the 
debtor’s in Part II. The means test itself does not 
charge a married debtor in a non-joint case with the in-
come of the non-filing spouse, but only with payments 
regularly made by that spouse for the household ex-
penses of the debtor or the debtor’s dependents, as pro-
vided in the definition of CMI in § 101(10A). Accordingly, 
Part IV calls for the combined CMI of Part II to be re-
duced by the amount of the non-filing spouse’s income 
that was not regularly paid for the household expenses 
of the debtor or the debtor’s dependents. The form re-
quires that the alternative uses of the spouse’s income 
be specified. 

Part V of the form provides for a calculation of the 
means test’s deductions from the debtor’s CMI, as de-
scribed above in §C. 

Part VI provides for a determination of whether the 
debtor’s CMI, less the allowed deductions, gives rise to 
a presumption of abuse under § 707(b)(2)(A). Depending 
on the outcome of this determination, the debtor is di-
rected to check the appropriate box at the beginning of 
the form and to sign the verification in Part VIII. Part 
VII allows the debtor to claim additional deductions, as 
discussed above in §C.5. 

2. Chapter 11 
The Chapter 11 form is the simplest of the three, 

since the means-test deductions of § 707(b)(2) are not 
employed in determining the extent of an individual 
Chapter 11 debtor’s disposable income. Section 
1129(a)(15) requires payments of disposable income ‘‘as 
defined in section 1325(b)(2),’’ and that paragraph allows 
calculation of disposable income under judicially-deter-
mined standards, rather than pursuant to the means 
test deductions, specified for higher income Chapter 13 
debtors by § 1325(b)(3). However, § 1325(b)(2) does require 
that CMI be used as the starting point in the judicial 
determination of disposable income, and so the Chapter 
11 form requires this calculation (in Part I of the form), 
as described above, together with a verification (in 
Part II). 

3. Chapter 13 
Like the Chapter 7 form, the form for Chapter 13 

debtors contains a number of special provisions. The 
upper right corner of the first page includes check 
boxes requiring the debtor to state whether, under the 
calculations required by the statement, the applicable 
commitment period under § 1325(b)(4) is three years or 
five years and whether § 1325(b)(3) requires the means- 
test deductions to be used in determining the debtor’s 
disposable income. The check box is intended to inform 
standing trustees and other interested parties about 
these items, but does not prevent the debtor from argu-
ing that the calculations required by the form do not 
accurately reflect the debtor’s disposable income. 

Part I is a report of income to be used for determin-
ing CMI. In the absence of full payment of allowed un-
secured claims, § 1325(b)(4) imposes a five-year applica-
ble commitment period—rather than a three-year pe-
riod—if the debtor’s annualized CMI is not less than a 
defined median state income. For this purpose, as 
under § 707(b)(7), § 1325(b)(4) requires that the CMI of the 
debtor’s spouse be combined with the debtor’s CMI, but, 
unlike § 707(b)(7), no exception is made for spouses who 
are legally separated or living separately. Accordingly, 
the report of income in Part I directs a combined re-
porting of the income of both spouses in all cases of 
married debtors. 

Part II computes the applicable commitment period 
by annualizing the income calculated in Part I and 
comparing it to the applicable state median. The form 
allows debtors to contend that the income of a non-fil-
ing spouse should not be treated as CMI and permits 
debtors to claim a deduction for any income of a non- 
filing spouse to the extent that this income was not 
regularly paid for the household expenses of the debtor 
or the debtor’s dependents (with the alternative uses 
specified). The debtor is directed to check the appro-
priate box at the beginning of the form, stating the ap-
plicable commitment period. The check box does not 
prevent a debtor from proposing an applicable commit-
ment period of less than three or five years in conjunc-
tion with a plan that pays all allowed unsecured claims 
in full. 

Part III compares the debtor’s CMI to the applicable 
state median, allowing a determination of whether the 
means-test deductions must be used, pursuant to 
§ 1325(b)(3), in calculating disposable income. For this 
purpose, since § 1325(b)(3) does not provide for including 
the income of the debtor’s spouse, the form directs a 
deduction of the income of a nonfiling spouse that was 
not contributed to the household expenses of the debtor 
or the debtor’s dependents. Again, the debtor is di-
rected to check the appropriate box at the beginning of 
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the form, indicating whether the means test deductions 
are applicable. If so, the debtor is directed to complete 
the remainder of the form. If not, the debtor is directed 
to complete the verification in Part VII but not com-
plete the other parts of the form. 

Part IV provides for calculation of the means-test de-
ductions provided in § 707(b)(2), described above in §C, 
as incorporated by § 1325(b)(3) for debtors with CMI 
above the applicable state median. 

Part V provides for four adjustments required by spe-
cial provisions affecting disposable income in Chapter 
13. First, § 1325(b)(2) itself excludes from the CMI used 
in determining disposable income certain ‘‘child sup-
port payments, foster care payments, [and] disability 
payments for a dependent child.’’ Because payments of 
this kind are included in the definition of CMI in 
§ 101(10A), a line entry for deduction of these payments 
is provided. Second, a line entry is provided for deduc-
tion of contributions by the debtor to certain retire-
ment plans, listed in § 541(b)(7)(B), since that provision 
states that such contributions ‘‘shall not constitute 
disposable income, as defined in section 1325(b).’’ Third, 
the same line entry also allows a deduction from dis-
posable income for payments on loans from retirement 
accounts that are excepted from the automatic stay by 
§ 362(b)(19), since § 1322(f) provides that for a ‘‘loan de-
scribed in section 362(b)(19) . . . any amounts required 
to repay such loan shall not constitute ‘disposable in-
come’ under section 1325.’’ Finally, § 1325(b)(3) requires 
that deductions from income for above-median income 
debtors be determined not only in accordance with the 
means test deductions, set out in subparagraph (A) of 
§ 707(b)(2), but also in accordance with subparagraph 
(B), which sets out the grounds for rebutting a pre-
sumption of abuse based on a demonstration of addi-
tional expenses justified by special circumstances. Part 
V includes an entry line for such additional expenses, 
with a warning that the debtor will be required (as pro-
vided by § 707(b)(2)(B)) to document the expenses and 
provide a detailed explanation of the special circum-
stances that make them reasonable and necessary. 

The Chapter 13 form does not provide a deduction 
from disposable income for the Chapter 13 debtor’s an-
ticipated attorney fees. No specific statutory allowance 
for such a deduction exists, and none appears nec-
essary. Section 1325(b)(1)(B) requires that disposable in-
come contributed to a Chapter 13 plan be used to pay 
‘‘unsecured creditors.’’ A debtor’s attorney who has not 
taken a security interest in the debtor’s property is an 
unsecured creditor who may be paid from disposable in-
come. 

Part VI allows the debtor to declare expenses not al-
lowed under the form without deducting them from 
CMI, as described above in §C.5. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2008 AMENDMENT 

The chapter 7 form is amended to implement the 
temporary exclusion from means testing created by the 
National Guard and Reservists Debt Relief Act of 2008. 
That law amended § 707(b)(2)(D) for a period of three 
years by adding a new subsection (ii) to provide a tem-

porary exclusion from the application of the means test 
for certain members of the National Guard and reserve 
components of the Armed Forces. The new temporary 
exclusion would last for the period that the qualifying 
debtor is on active duty or is performing a homeland 
defense activity, and for 540 days thereafter. 

Because the exclusion for Reservists and National 
Guard members applies only for a defined period of 
time, it may expire during the course of the chapter 7 
case filed by a debtor initially entitled to the exclu-
sion. For that reason, a new check box is added to the 
top of the form that states that the ‘‘presumption is 
temporarily inapplicable.’’ A debtor who is entitled to 
claim the Reservists and National Guard exclusion at 
the commencement of the chapter 7 case may check 
that box. 

The new exclusion applies only to a debtor who satis-
fies all of the requirements of § 707(b)(2)(D)(ii), and its 
expiration date depends on facts specific to each debt-
or. Therefore, in a joint case in which the exclusion in 
part 1C is claimed by either or both filers, each joint 
filer must complete a separate statement. If only one 
joint debtor qualifies for the exclusion in part IC [sic], 
the other joint debtor must complete the form. 

Part 1C is added to the form to allow qualifying debt-
ors to claim the temporary exclusion under 
§ 707(b)(2)(D)(ii). Debtors who declare under penalty of 
perjury that they satisfy all of the requirements of 
that provision are directed to verify their declaration 
in Part VIII and to check the ‘‘temporary presump-
tion’’ box at the beginning of the form. They are not re-
quired to complete the remaining parts of the form for 
so long as the exclusion remains applicable. 

A debtor who is or has been a Reservist or a National 
Guard member may qualify for the exclusion described 
in part 1C by being called to active duty service after 
September 11, 2001, for a period of at least 90 days, or 
while performing homeland defense activity for a pe-
riod of at least 90 days. After the debtor has been re-
leased from active duty or has ceased performing home-
land defense activity, the exclusion applies for a period 
of 540 days after the release date or cessation of home-
land defense activity. Under those circumstances the 
debtor must state the date of release from active duty 
or the date on which the performance of homeland de-
fense activity terminated. 

If the Reservist and National Guard exclusion termi-
nates during the course of a chapter 7 case—because of 
the expiration of the 540 day period following the re-
lease from active duty or the cessation of homeland de-
fense activity—then the debtor may be required to 
complete the remaining parts of the form that are ap-
plicable to the debtor. If the exclusion terminates 
while a timely motion to dismiss under § 707(b)(2) may 
still be filed, Interim Rule 1007–I(n) requires that the 
debtor complete the remaining parts of the form no 
later than 14 days after the termination. If the obliga-
tion to complete the form arises in these circumstances 
and the debtor has not previously completed the form, 
the clerk is required to give the debtor notice of the ob-
ligation. 
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(Added Oct. 17, 2005; amended Jan. 1, 2008.) 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 

For Committee Notes on Rules—2005 for form 22B, see 

note set out under form 22A. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2008 AMENDMENT 

For Committee Notes on Rules—2005–2008 for form 

22B, see note set out under form 22A. 
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(Added Oct. 17, 2005; amended Oct. 1, 2006; Jan. 1, 2008.) 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 

For Committee Notes on Rules—2005 for form 22C, see 
note set out under form 22A. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2006 AMENDMENT 

For Committee Notes on Rules—2006 Amendment for 
form 22C, see note set out under form 22A. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2008 AMENDMENT 

For Committee Notes on Rules—2005–2008 Amend-

ment for form 22C, see note set out under form 22A. 
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(Added Oct. 17, 2005; amended Oct. 1, 2006; Dec. 1, 2007; Dec. 1, 2008.) 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 

The form is new. Sections 727(a)(11) and 1328(g)(1), 

which were added to the Code by the Bankruptcy Abuse 

Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, Pub. 

L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), require the 

debtor to complete an instructional course concerning 

personal financial management as a condition for re-

ceiving a discharge. The completed form, when filed by 

the debtor, will signal the clerk that this condition has 
been satisfied. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2006 AMENDMENT 

The form is amended to direct each individual debtor, 
including both spouses in a joint case, to file a separate 
certification and to provide the certificate number of 
the certificate of completion issued to the debtor by 
the approved personal financial management counselor. 
The form also is amended to include the deadlines for 
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filing the certification in cases under chapters 7 and 13 
and to instruct the debtor that the form is not to be 
used to file the certificate provided by the debtor’s pre-
petition credit counselor. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates Commit-
tee Notes previously published in 2005 and 2006.] 

The form was issued in 2005. Sections 727(a)(11), 
1141(d)(3) and 1328(g)(1), which were added to the Code 
by the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer 
Protection Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 
(April 20, 2005), require individual debtors to complete 

an instructional course concerning personal financial 
management as a condition for receiving a discharge. 
The completed form will signal the clerk that this con-
dition has been satisfied. Each individual debtor, in-
cluding both spouses in a joint case, must file a sepa-
rate certification and provide the certificate number of 
the certificate of completion issued to the debtor by 
the approved personal financial management counselor. 
Instructions are included that state the deadlines for 
filing the certification in chapter 7, chapter 11 in which 
§ 1141(d)(3) applies, and chapter 13 cases, and remind the 
debtor that the form is not to be used for filing a cer-
tification of prepetition credit counseling. 
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(Added Oct. 17, 2005; amended Dec. 1, 2007.) 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005 

This form is new. Rule 8001, as amended in 2005, re-

quires that any certification of an appeal, bankruptcy 

court judgment, order, or decree directly to the United 

States Court of Appeals by all the appellants and appel-

lees (if any) acting jointly be filed on this form. 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2005–2007 AMENDMENT 

[The 2005–2007 Committee Note incorporates the Com-
mittee Note previously published in 2005.] 

This form was issued in 2005. Rule 8001 requires that 
any certification of an appeal, bankruptcy court judg-
ment, order, or decree directly to the United States 
Court of Appeals by all the appellants and appellees (if 
any) acting jointly be filed on this form. 
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(Added Dec. 1, 2008.) 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2008 

This form is new. It implements § 433 of the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act 
of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005). 
This form for a small business chapter 11 plan of reor-
ganization may be used in cases where the debtor 
(whether an individual or an artificial entity) is a 
small business debtor under § 101(51D) of the Code. The 
form is intended to be used in conjunction with the 

small business chapter 11 disclosure statement form 
(Official Form 25B). 

Because the type of debtor and the details of the pro-
posed plan of reorganization may vary, the form is in-
tended to provide an illustrative format, rather than a 
specific prescription for the language or content of a 
plan in any particular case. The form includes instruc-
tions and examples of the types of information needed 
to complete it. 
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(Added Dec. 1, 2008.) 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2008 

This form is new. It implements § 433 of the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act 
of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), 
which provides for an official form for a disclosure 
statement that may be used in cases where the debtor 
(whether an individual or an artificial entity) is a 
small business debtor under § 101(51D) of the Code. The 
form provides a format for disseminating information 
to parties in interest about the plan of reorganization 
in a small business debtor’s chapter 11 case, so that a 
party can make a reasonably informed judgment 
whether to accept, reject, or object to a proposed plan 
of reorganization or liquidation. 

The form is intended to be used in conjunction with 
the form small business chapter 11 plan (Official Form 
25A). As required by § 433 of the 2005 Act, the form seeks 
to strike a practical balance between the reasonable 
needs of the courts, the United States trustee, credi-
tors, and other parties in interest for reasonably com-

plete information, on the one hand, and economy and 
simplicity for debtors, on the other. The form includes 
instructions and examples of the types of information 
needed to complete it. 

Because the relevant legal requirements for, and ef-
fect of, a plan’s confirmation may vary depending on 
the nature of the debtor and the details of the proposed 
plan, this form is intended to provide an illustrative 
format for disclosure, rather than a specific prescrip-
tion for the language or content of a particular disclo-
sure statement. The form highlights the factual and 
legal disclosures required for adequate disclosure under 
§ 1125 of the Code. The form is not intended to restrict 
a plan proponent from providing additional informa-
tion where that would be useful. Plan proponents are 
encouraged to present material information in as clear 
a manner as possible, including, where feasible, by pro-
viding an accompanying executive summary, approved 
by the court, that highlights particular creditors’ or in-
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terest holders’ voting status and treatment under the 
plan. 

Rule 3016 specifies the manner in which the disclosure 
statement is to be filed. Rule 3017 specifies the manner 

in which the court will consider it. Rule 3017.1 specifies 

special procedures for the court’s conditional approval 

of a disclosure statement in a small business case. 
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(Added Dec. 1, 2008.) 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2008 

This form is new. It implements §§ 434 and 435 of the 
Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protec-
tion Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 
2005), which provided for rules and an official form to 
assist small business debtors in chapter 11 cases to ful-

fill their responsibilities under § 308 of the Code, a pro-

vision added by the 2005 Act. The form directs the debt-

or to disclose the information required under § 308 and 

resembles those developed earlier by the United States 

trustees for use in supervising debtors in possession in 

chapter 11 cases. 



Page 316 TITLE 11, APPENDIX—BANKRUPTCY RULES Form 26 



Page 317 TITLE 11, APPENDIX—BANKRUPTCY RULES Form 26 



Page 318 TITLE 11, APPENDIX—BANKRUPTCY RULES Form 26 



Page 319 TITLE 11, APPENDIX—BANKRUPTCY RULES Form 26 

(Added Dec. 1, 2008.) 

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2008 

This form is new. It implements § 419 of the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act 
of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109–8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), 
which requires a chapter 11 debtor to file periodic re-
ports on the profitability of any entities in which the 

estate holds a substantial or controlling interest. The 

form is to be used when required by Bankruptcy Rule 

2015.3, with such variations as may be approved by the 

court pursuant to subdivisions (d) and (e) of that rule. 

The form includes instructions and examples of the 

types of information needed to complete it. 
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