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Because the amendment implements the debtor’s
duty to cooperate with the trustee, the materials pro-
vided to the trustee would not be made available to any
other party in interest at the §341 meeting of creditors
other than the Attorney General. Some of the docu-
ments may contain otherwise private information that
should not be disseminated. For example, pay stubs and
financial account statements might include the social-
security numbers of the debtor and the debtor’s spouse
and dependents, as well as the names of the debtor’s
children. The debtor should redact all but the last four
digits of all social-security numbers and the names of
any minors when they appear in these documents. This
type of information would not usually be needed by
creditors and others who may be attending the meet-
ing. If a creditor perceives a need to review specific
documents or other evidence, the creditor may proceed
under Rule 2004.

Tax information produced under this rule is subject
to procedures for safeguarding confidentiality estab-
lished by the Director of the Administrative Office of
the United States Courts.

Changes Made After Publication. The second paragraph
of the Committee Note was amended to clarify that the
debtor’s duty to provide copies of tax returns or tax
transcripts are governed by a different standard than
the debtor’s duty to provide other financial informa-
tion.

Rule 4003. Exemptions

(a) CLAIM OF EXEMPTIONS. A debtor shall list
the property claimed as exempt under §522 of
the Code on the schedule of assets required to be
filed by Rule 1007. If the debtor fails to claim ex-
emptions or file the schedule within the time
specified in Rule 1007, a dependent of the debtor
may file the list within 30 days thereafter.

(b) OBJECTING TO A CLAIM OF EXEMPTIONS.

(1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) and
(3), a party in interest may file an objection to
the list of property claimed as exempt within
30 days after the meeting of creditors held
under §341(a) is concluded or within 30 days
after any amendment to the list or supple-
mental schedules is filed, whichever is later.
The court may, for cause, extend the time for
filing objections if, before the time to object
expires, a party in interest files a request for
an extension.

(2) The trustee may file an objection to a
claim of exemption at any time prior to one
year after the closing of the case if the debtor
fraudulently asserted the claim of exemption.
The trustee shall deliver or mail the objection
to the debtor and the debtor’s attorney, and to
any person filing the list of exempt property
and that person’s attorney.

(3) An objection to a claim of exemption
based on §522(q) shall be filed before the clos-
ing of the case. If an exemption is first
claimed after a case is reopened, an objection
shall be filed before the reopened case is
closed.

(4) A copy of any objection shall be delivered
or mailed to the trustee, the debtor and the
debtor’s attorney, and the person filing the
list and that person’s attorney.

(c) BURDEN OF PROOF. In any hearing under
this rule, the objecting party has the burden of
proving that the exemptions are not properly
claimed. After hearing on notice, the court shall
determine the issues presented by the objec-
tions.
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(d) AVOIDANCE BY DEBTOR OF TRANSFERS OF
EXEMPT PROPERTY. A proceeding by the debtor
to avoid a lien or other transfer of property ex-
empt under §522(f) of the Code shall be by mo-
tion in accordance with Rule 9014. Notwith-
standing the provisions of subdivision (b), a
creditor may object to a motion filed under
§522(f) by challenging the validity of the exemp-
tion asserted to be impaired by the lien.

(As amended Mar. 30, 1987, eff. Aug. 1, 1987; Apr.
30, 1991, eff. Aug. 1, 1991; Apr. 17, 2000, eff. Dec. 1,
2000; Apr. 23, 2008, eff. Dec. 1, 2008.)

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1983

This rule is derived from §522(1) of the Code and, in
part, former Bankruptcy Rule 403. The Code changes
the thrust of that rule by making it the burden of the
debtor to list his exemptions and the burden of parties
in interest to raise objections in the absence of which
‘‘the property claimed as exempt on such list is ex-
empt;”’ §522(1).

Subdivision (a). While §522(1) refers to a list of prop-
erty claimed as exempt, the rule incorporates such a
list as part of Official Form No. 6, the schedule of the
debtor’s assets, rather than requiring a separate list
and filing. Rule 1007, to which subdivision (a) refers, re-
quires that schedule to be filed within 15 days after the
order for relief, unless the court extends the time.

Section 522(1) also provides that a dependent of the
debtor may file the list if the debtor fails to do so. Sub-
division (a) of the rule allows such filing from the expi-
ration of the debtor’s time until 30 days thereafter. De-
pendent is defined in §522(a)(1).

Subdivision (d) provides that a proceeding by the debt-
or, permitted by §522(f) of the Code, is a contested mat-
ter rather than the more formal adversary proceeding.
Proceedings within the scope of this subdivision are
distinguished from proceedings brought by the trustee
to avoid transfers. The latter are classified as adver-
sary proceedings by Rule 7001.

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991
AMENDMENT

Subdivision (b) is amended to facilitate the filing of
objections to exemptions claimed on a supplemental
schedule filed under Rule 1007(h).

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2000 AMENDMENT

This rule is amended to permit the court to grant a
timely request for an extension of time to file objec-
tions to the list of claimed exemptions, whether the
court rules on the request before or after the expiration
of the 30-day period. The purpose of this amendment is
to avoid the harshness of the present rule which has
been construed to deprive a bankruptcy court of juris-
diction to grant a timely request for an extension if it
has failed to rule on the request within the 30-day pe-
riod. See In re Laurain, 113 F.3d 595 (6th Cir. 1997), Mat-
ter of Stoulig, 45 F.3d 957 (6th Cir. 1995), In re Brayshaw,
912 F.2d 1255 (10th Cir. 1990). The amendments clarify
that the extension may be granted only for cause. The
amendments also conform the rule to §522(1) of the
Code by recognizing that any party in interest may file
an objection or request for an extension of time under
this rule. Other amendments are stylistic.

GAP Report on Rule 4003(b). The words ‘‘trustee or
creditor’” were replaced by ‘‘party in interest’” to con-
form to §522(1) of the Bankruptcy Code which permits
any party in interest to object to claimed exemptions.
Style revisions also were made to the published draft.

COMMITTEE NOTES ON RULES—2008 AMENDMENT

Subdivision (b) is rewritten to include four para-
graphs.

Subdivision (b)(2) is added to the rule to permit the
trustee to object to an exemption at any time up to one
year after the closing of the case if the debtor fraudu-
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lently claimed the exemption. Extending the deadline
for trustees to object to an exemption when the exemp-
tion claim has been fraudulently made will permit the
court to review and, in proper circumstances, deny im-
properly claimed exemptions, thereby protecting the
legitimate interests of creditors and the bankruptcy es-
tate. However, similar to the deadline set in §727(e) of
the Code for revoking a discharge which was fraudu-
lently obtained, an objection to an exemption that was
fraudulently claimed must be filed within one year
after the closing of the case. Subdivision (b)(2) extends
the objection deadline only for trustees.

Subdivision (b)(3) is added to the rule to reflect the
addition of subsection (q) to §522 of the Code by the 2005
Act. Section 522(q) imposes a $136,875 limit on a state
homestead exemption if the debtor has been convicted
of a felony or owes a debt arising from certain causes
of action. Other revised provisions of the Code, such as
§727(a)(12) and §1328(h), suggest that the court may
consider issues relating to §522(q) late in the case, and
the 30-day period for objections would not be appro-
priate for this provision.

Subdivision (d) is amended to clarify that a creditor
with a lien on property that the debtor is attempting
to avoid on the grounds that the lien impairs an exemp-
tion may raise in defense to the lien avoidance action
any objection to the debtor’s claimed exemption. The
right to object is limited to an objection to the exemp-
tion of the property subject to the lien and for purposes
of the lien avoidance action only. The creditor may not
object to other exemption claims made by the debtor.
Those objections, if any, are governed by Rule 4003(b).

Other changes are stylistic.

Changes Made After Publication. The deadline for fil-
ing objections to exemptions under subdivision (b)(1)
was returned to 30 days after the conclusion of the §341
meeting of creditors rather than the 60 day period pro-
posed in the published rule. The second paragraph of
the Committee Note which discussed this change was
therefore deleted. Subdivisions (b)(2) and (b)(3) were
amended to add the debtor and the debtor’s attorney to
the list of persons to whom objections to exemptions
must be delivered.

Rule 4004. Grant or Denial of Discharge

(a) TIME FOR FILING COMPLAINT OBJECTING TO
DISCHARGE; NOTICE OF TIME FIXED. In a chapter
7 liquidation case a complaint objecting to the
debtor’s discharge under §727(a) of the Code
shall be filed no later than 60 days after the first
date set for the meeting of creditors under
§341(a). In a chapter 11 reorganization case, the
complaint shall be filed no later than the first
date set for the hearing on confirmation. At
least 25 days’ notice of the time so fixed shall be
given to the United States trustee and all credi-
tors as provided in Rule 2002(f) and (k), and to
the trustee and the trustee’s attorney.

(b) EXTENSION OF TIME. On motion of any
party in interest, after hearing on notice, the
court may for cause extend the time to file a
complaint objecting to discharge. The motion
shall be filed before the time has expired.

(c) GRANT OF DISCHARGE.

(1) In a chapter 7 case, on expiration of the
time fixed for filing a complaint objecting to
discharge and the time fixed for filing a mo-
tion to dismiss the case under Rule 1017(e), the
court shall forthwith grant the discharge un-
less:

(A) the debtor is not an individual;

(B) a complaint objecting to the discharge
has been filed;

(C) the debtor has filed a waiver under

§727(a)(10);
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(D) a motion to dismiss the case under §707
is pending;

(E) a motion to extend the time for filing
a complaint objecting to the discharge is
pending;

(F) a motion to extend the time for filing
a motion to dismiss the case under Rule
1017(e)(1) is pending;

(G) the debtor has not paid in full the fil-
ing fee prescribed by 28 U.S.C. §1930(a) and
any other fee prescribed by the Judicial Con-
ference of the United States under 28 U.S.C.
§1930(b) that is payable to the clerk upon the
commencement of a case under the Code, un-
less the court has waived the fees under 28
U.S.C. §1930(f);

(H) the debtor has not filed with the court
a statement of completion of a course con-
cerning personal financial management as
required by Rule 1007(b)(7);

(I) a motion to delay or postpone discharge
under §727(a)(12) is pending;

(J) a motion to enlarge the time to file a
reaffirmation agreement under Rule 4008(a)
is pending;

(K) a presumption has arisen under §524(m)
that a reaffirmation agreement is an undue
hardship; or

(L) a motion is pending to delay discharge,
because the debtor has not filed with the
court all tax documents required to be filed
under §521(f).

(2) Notwithstanding Rule 4004(c)(1), on mo-
tion of the debtor, the court may defer the
entry of an order granting a discharge for 30
days and, on motion within that period, the
court may defer entry of the order to a date
certain.

(3) If the debtor is required to file a state-
ment under Rule 1007(b)(8), the court shall not
grant a discharge earlier than 30 days after the
statement is filed.

(d) APPLICABILITY OF RULES IN PART VII. A
proceeding commenced by a complaint objecting
to discharge is governed by Part VII of these
rules.

(e) ORDER OF DISCHARGE. An order of discharge
shall conform to the appropriate Official Form.

(f) REGISTRATION IN OTHER DISTRICTS. An order
of discharge that has become final may be reg-
istered in any other district by filing a certified
copy of the order in the office of the clerk of
that district. When so registered the order of
discharge shall have the same effect as an order
of the court of the district where registered.

(g) NOTICE OF DISCHARGE. The clerk shall
promptly mail a copy of the final order of dis-
charge to those specified in subdivision (a) of
this rule.

(As amended Mar. 30, 1987, eff. Aug. 1, 1987; Apr.
30, 1991, eff. Aug. 1, 1991; Apr. 23, 1996, eff. Dec. 1,
1996; Apr. 26, 1999, eff. Dec. 1, 1999; Apr. 17, 2000,
eff. Dec. 1, 2000; Apr. 29, 2002, eff. Dec. 1, 2002;
Apr. 23, 2008, eff. Dec. 1, 2008.)

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1983

This rule is adapted from former Bankruptcy Rule
404.

Subdivisions (a) and (b) of this rule prescribe the pro-
cedure for determining whether a discharge will be
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