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manner consistent with federal law, these rules, 
Official Forms, and local rules of the district. 
No sanction or other disadvantage may be im-
posed for noncompliance with any requirement 
not in federal law, federal rules, Official Forms, 
or the local rules of the district unless the al-
leged violator has been furnished in the particu-
lar case with actual notice of the requirement. 

(As amended Mar. 30, 1987, eff. Aug. 1, 1987; Apr. 
30, 1991, eff. Aug. 1, 1991; Apr. 27, 1995, eff. Dec. 1, 
1995.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1983 

This rule is an adaptation of Rule 83 F.R.Civ.P. and 
Rule 57(a) F.R.Crim.P. Under this rule bankruptcy 
courts may make local rules which govern practice be-
fore those courts. Circuit councils and district courts 
are authorized by Rule 8018 to make local rules govern-
ing appellate practice. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1987 
AMENDMENT 

Rule 9029 is amended to authorize the district court 
to promulgate local rules governing bankruptcy prac-
tice. This rule, as amended, permits the district court 
to authorize the bankruptcy judges to promulgate or 
recommend local rules for adoption by the district 
court. 

Effective August 1, 1985, Rule 83 F.R.Civ.P., governing 
adoption of local rules, was amended to achieve greater 
participation by the bar, scholars, and the public in the 
rule making process; to authorize the judicial council 
to abrogate local rules; and to make certain that sin-
gle-judge standing orders are not inconsistent with 
these rules or local rules. Rule 9029 has been amended 
to incorporate Rule 83. The term ‘‘court’’ in the last 
sentence of the rule includes the judges of the district 
court and the bankruptcy judges of the district. Rule 
9001(4). 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1991 
AMENDMENT 

This rule is amended to make it clear that the Offi-
cial Forms must be accepted in every bankruptcy 
court. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1995 
AMENDMENT 

Subdivision (a). This rule is amended to reflect the re-
quirement that local rules be consistent not only with 
applicable national rules but also with Acts of Con-
gress. The amendment also states that local rules 
should not repeat applicable national rules and Acts of 
Congress. 

The amendment also requires that the numbering of 
local rules conform with any uniform numbering sys-
tem that may be prescribed by the Judicial Conference. 
Lack of uniform numbering might create unnecessary 
traps for counsel and litigants. A uniform numbering 
system would make it easier for an increasingly na-
tional bar and for litigants to locate a local rule that 
applies to a particular procedural issue. 

Paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) is new. Its aim is to 
protect against loss of rights in the enforcement of 
local rules relating to matters of form. For example, a 
party should not be deprived of a right to a jury trial 
because its attorney, unaware of—or forgetting—a local 
rule directing that jury demands be noted in the cap-
tion of the case, includes a jury demand only in the 
body of the pleading. The proscription of paragraph (2) 
is narrowly drawn—covering only violations that are 
not willful and only those involving local rules directed 
to matters of form. It does not limit the court’s power 
to impose substantive penalties upon a party if it or its 
attorney stubbornly or repeatedly violates a local rule, 
even one involving merely a matter of form. Nor does 
it affect the court’s power to enforce local rules that 

involve more than mere matters of form—for example, 
a local rule requiring that a party demand a jury trial 
within a specified time period to avoid waiver of the 
right to a trial by jury. 

Subdivision (b). This rule provides flexibility to the 
court in regulating practice when there is no control-
ling law. Specifically, it permits the court to regulate 
practice in any manner consistent with federal law, 
with rules adopted under 28 U.S.C. § 2075, with Official 
Forms, and with the district’s local rules. 

This rule recognizes that courts rely on multiple di-
rectives to control practice. Some courts regulate prac-
tice through the published Federal Rules and the local 
rules of the court. Some courts also have used internal 
operating procedures, standing orders, and other inter-
nal directives. Although such directives continue to be 
authorized, they can lead to problems. Counsel or liti-
gants may be unaware of various directives. In addi-
tion, the sheer volume of directives may impose an un-
reasonable barrier. For example, it may be difficult to 
obtain copies of the directives. Finally, counsel or liti-
gants may be unfairly sanctioned for failing to comply 
with a directive. For these reasons, the amendment to 
this rule disapproves imposing any sanction or other 
disadvantage on a person for noncompliance with such 
an internal directive, unless the alleged violator has 
been furnished in a particular case with actual notice 
of the requirement. 

There should be no adverse consequence to a party or 
attorney for violating special requirements relating to 
practice before a particular judge unless the party or 
attorney has actual notice of those requirements. Fur-
nishing litigants with a copy outlining the judge’s 
practices—or attaching instructions to a notice setting 
a case for conference or trial—would suffice to give ac-
tual notice, as would an order in a case specifically 
adopting by reference a judge’s standing order and indi-
cating how copies can be obtained. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, referred to in 
subd. (a)(1), are set out in the Appendix to Title 28, Ju-
diciary and Judicial Procedure. 

Rule 9030. Jurisdiction and Venue Unaffected 

These rules shall not be construed to extend or 
limit the jurisdiction of the courts or the venue 
of any matters therein. 

(As amended Mar. 30, 1987, eff. Aug. 1, 1987.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1983 

The rule is an adaptation of Rule 82 F.R.Civ.P. 

Rule 9031. Masters Not Authorized 

Rule 53 F.R.Civ.P. does not apply in cases 
under the Code. 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1983 

This rule precludes the appointment of masters in 
cases and proceedings under the Code. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, referred to in 
text, are set out in the Appendix to Title 28, Judiciary 
and Judicial Procedure. 

Rule 9032. Effect of Amendment of Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure 

The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure which 
are incorporated by reference and made applica-
ble by these rules shall be the Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure in effect on the effective date of 
these rules and as thereafter amended, unless 
otherwise provided by such amendment or by 
these rules. 
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