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trict judge in regular active service who is senior in
commission of those judges who—(A) are sixty-four
years of age or under; (B) have served for one year or
more as a district judge; and (C) have not served pre-
viously as chief judge” for ‘“‘In each district having
more than one judge the district judge in regular active
service who is senior in commission and under seventy
years of age shall be the chief judge of the district
court” in par. (1) as so designated, designated existing
second sentence of subsec. (a) as par. (2)(A), substituted
“In any case in which no district judge meets the quali-
fications of paragraph (1), the youngest district judge
in regular active service who is sixty-five years of age
or over and who has served as district judge for one
year or more shall act as the chief judge’ for ‘‘If all the
district judges in regular active service are seventy
years of age or older the youngest shall act as chief
judge until a judge has been appointed and qualified
who is under seventy years of age, but a judge may not
act as chief judge until he has served as a district judge
for one year” in par. (2)(A) as so designated, and added
pars. (2)(B) and (3).

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 97-164, §202(b), substituted ‘“‘and
thereafter, the chief judge of the district shall be such
other district judge who is qualified to serve or act as
chief judge under subsection (a)’ for ‘‘and thereafter
the district judge in active service next in precedence
and willing to serve shall be designated by the Chief
Justice as the chief judge of the district court’.

1958—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 85-593 provided that chief
judges of district courts cease to serve as such upon
reaching the age of seventy, that the youngest district
judge act as chief judge where all district judges in reg-
ular active service are seventy years or older until a
judge under seventy has been appointed and qualified,
and that district judge must have served one year be-
fore acting as chief judge.

1951—Subsec. (a). Act Oct. 31, 1951, inserted ‘‘in active
service who is’’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 97-164 effective Oct. 1, 1982,
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97-164, set out as a note under
section 171 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1958 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 85-593 effective at expiration
of one year from Aug. 6, 1958, see section 3 of Pub. L.
85-593, as amended, set out as a note under section 45
of this title.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Amendment by Pub. L. 97-164 not to apply or affect
any person serving as chief judge on the effective date
of Pub. L. 97-164 [Oct. 1, 1982], and the provisions of sub-
sec. (a) of this section as in effect on the day before the
effective date of part A of title IT of Pub. L. 97-164 [Oct.
1, 1982] applicable to the chief judge of a district court
serving on such effective date, see section 203 of Pub. L.
97-164, set out as a note under section 45 of this title.

§137. Division of business among district judges

The business of a court having more than one
judge shall be divided among the judges as pro-
vided by the rules and orders of the court.

The chief judge of the district court shall be
responsible for the observance of such rules and
orders, and shall divide the business and assign
the cases so far as such rules and orders do not
otherwise prescribe.

If the district judges in any district are unable
to agree upon the adoption of rules or orders for
that purpose the judicial council of the circuit
shall make the necessary orders.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 897.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §27 (Mar. 3, 1911, ch.
231, §23, 36 Stat. 1090).

TITLE 28—JUDICIARY AND JUDICIAL PROCEDURE

§140

Section was rewritten and the practice simplified. It
provided for division of business and assignment of
cases by agreement of judges and, in case of inability
to agree, that the senior circuit judge of the circuit
should make necessary orders.

The revised section is consistent with section 332 of
this title, that the last paragraph of which requires the
judicial council to make all necessary orders for the ef-
fective and expeditious administration of the business
of the courts within the circuit.

§ 138. Terms abolished

The district court shall not hold formal terms.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 897; Pub. L. 88-139,
§1, Oct. 16, 1963, 77 Stat. 248.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

This section was substituted for a number of special
provisions fixing stated times for holding terms of
court in the several districts, in order to vest in the
courts wider discretion and promote greater efficiency
in the administration of the business of such courts.

AMENDMENTS

1963—Pub. L. 88-139 substituted ‘‘The district court
shall not hold formal terms” for ‘“The times for holding
regular terms of court at the places fixed by this chap-
ter shall be determined by rule of the district court’ in
text, and ‘“‘Terms abolished” for ‘‘Times for holding
regular terms’’ in section catchline.

§139. Times for holding regular sessions

The times for commencing regular sessions of
the district court for transacting judicial busi-
ness at the places fixed by this chapter shall be
determined by the rules or orders of the court.
Such rules or orders may provide that at one or
more of such places the court shall be in contin-
uous session for such purposes on all business
days throughout the year. At other places a ses-
sion of the court shall continue for such pur-
poses until terminated by order of final adjourn-
ment or by commencement of the next regular
session at the same place.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 897; Pub. L. 88-139,
§1, Oct. 16, 1963, 77 Stat. 248.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

The purpose of this section is to remove all doubt as
to whether the mere beginning of a new term at one
place ends a prior term begun at another place. As re-
vised, it conforms to a uniform course of judicial deci-
sions. See U.S. v. Perlistein, 39 F.Supp. 965, 968 (D.C.N.J.
1941), and cases cited.

AMENDMENTS

1963—Pub. L. 88-139 substituted provisions requiring
the times for commencing regular sessions of the dis-
trict court to be determined by the rules or orders of
the court, authorizing such rules or orders to provide
that at one or more of the places fixed by this chapter,
the court shall be in continuous session on all business
days throughout the year, and that at other places, a
session continues until terminated by order of final ad-
journment or by commencement of the next regular
session at the same place, for provisions that a term
continues until terminated by order of final adjourn-
ment or by commencement of the next term at the
same place, in the text, and ‘“‘Times for holding regular
sessions” for ‘“Term continued until terminated’ in
section catchline.

§ 140. Adjournment

(a) Any district court may, by order made any-
where within its district, adjourn or, with the
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