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1967—Pub. L. 90–77, title III, §§ 302(c), 304(b), 306(b)(1), 
Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 185, 186, 188, added items 1677, 1678, 
and 1683, and renumbered former items 1683 to 1686 as 
1684 to 1687, respectively. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–358, § 2, Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 12, added 
‘‘CHAPTER 34—VETERANS’ EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE’’. 

SUBCHAPTER I—PURPOSE—DEFINITIONS 

§ 3451. Purpose 

The Congress of the United States hereby de-
clares that the education program created by 
this chapter is for the purpose of (1) enhancing 
and making more attractive service in the 
Armed Forces of the United States, (2) extend-
ing the benefits of a higher education to quali-
fied and deserving young persons who might not 
otherwise be able to afford such an education, 
(3) providing vocational readjustment and re-
storing lost educational opportunities to those 
service men and women whose careers have been 
interrupted or impeded by reason of active duty 
after January 31, 1955, and (4) aiding such per-
sons in attaining the vocational and educational 
status which they might normally have aspired 
to and obtained had they not served their coun-
try. 

(Added Pub. L. 89–358, § 2, Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 12, 
§ 1651; renumbered § 3451, Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), 
Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those comprising clauses (3) and 
(4) of this section were contained in Pub. L. 85–857, 
Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1175, which was classified to 
former section 1601(c) of this title, prior to repeal by 
section 4(a) of Pub. L. 89–358. 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83 renumbered section 1651 of this 
title as this section. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 12(a) of Pub. L. 89–358 provided that: ‘‘Except 
as otherwise specifically provided, the provisions of 
this Act [see Tables for classification] shall take effect 
on the date of its enactment [Mar. 3, 1966], but no edu-
cational assistance allowance shall be payable under 
chapter 34 of title 38, United States Code, as added by 
section 2 of this Act, for any period before June 1, 1966, 
nor for the month of June 1966, unless (1) the eligible 
veteran commenced the pursuit of the course of edu-
cation on or after June 1, 1966, or (2) the pursuit of such 
course continued through June 30, 1966.’’ 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Section 4(b) of Pub. L. 89–358 provided that: ‘‘Nothing 
in this Act or any amendment or repeal made by it [see 
Tables for classification], shall affect any right or li-
ability (civil or criminal) which matured under chapter 
33 of this title 38 before the date of enactment of this 
Act [Mar. 3, 1966]: and all offenses committed, and all 
penalties and forfeitures incurred, under any provision 
of law amended or repealed by this Act, may be pun-
ished or recovered, as the case may be, in the same 
manner and with the same effect as if such amend-
ments or repeals had not been made.’’ 

§ 3452. Definitions 

For the purposes of this chapter and chapter 36 
of this title— 

(a)(1) The term ‘‘eligible veteran’’ means any 
veteran who— 

(A) served on active duty for a period of 
more than 180 days, any part of which oc-
curred after January 31, 1955, and before Janu-
ary 1, 1977, and was discharged or released 
therefrom under conditions other than dishon-
orable; 

(B) contracted with the Armed Forces and 
was enlisted in or assigned to a reserve compo-
nent prior to January 1, 1977, and as a result 
of such enlistment or assignment served on ac-
tive duty for a period of more than 180 days, 
any part of which commenced within 12 
months after January 1, 1977, and was dis-
charged or released from such active duty 
under conditions other than dishonorable; or 

(C) was discharged or released from active 
duty, any part of which was performed after 
January 31, 1955, and before January 1, 1977, or 
following entrance into active service from an 
enlistment provided for under subparagraph 
(B), because of a service-connected disability. 

(2) The requirement of discharge or release, 
prescribed in subparagraph (A) or (B) of para-
graph (1), shall be waived in the case of any indi-
vidual who served more than 180 days in an ac-
tive-duty status for so long as such individual 
continues on active duty without a break there-
in. 

(3) For purposes of paragraph (1)(A) and sec-
tion 3461(a), the term ‘‘active duty’’ does not in-
clude any period during which an individual (A) 
was assigned full time by the Armed Forces to a 
civilian institution for a course of education 
which was substantially the same as established 
courses offered to civilians, (B) served as a cadet 
or midshipman at one of the service academies, 
or (C) served under the provisions of section 
12103(d) of title 10 pursuant to an enlistment in 
the Army National Guard or the Air National 
Guard or as a Reserve for service in the Army 
Reserve, Navy Reserve, Air Force Reserve, Ma-
rine Corps Reserve, or Coast Guard Reserve un-
less at some time subsequent to the completion 
of such period of active duty for training such 
individual served on active duty for a consecu-
tive period of one year or more (not including 
any service as a cadet or midshipman at one of 
the service academies). 

(b) The term ‘‘program of education’’ means 
any curriculum or any combination of unit 
courses or subjects pursued at an educational in-
stitution which is generally accepted as nec-
essary to fulfill requirements for the attainment 
of a predetermined and identified educational, 
professional, or vocational objective. Such term 
also means any curriculum of unit courses or 
subjects pursued at an educational institution 
which fulfill requirements for the attainment of 
more than one predetermined and identified edu-
cational, professional, or vocational objective if 
all the objectives pursued are generally recog-
nized as being reasonably related to a single ca-
reer field. Such term also means any unit course 
or subject, or combination of courses or sub-
jects, pursued by an eligible veteran at an edu-
cational institution, required by the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration as 
a condition to obtaining financial assistance 
under the provisions of section 7(i)(1) of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(i)(1)). Such 
term also includes licensing or certification 
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