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establish criteria and procedures for the submis-
sion of recommendations of nominees for the 
Medal of Valor and for the final design of the 
Medal of Valor. 

(Pub. L. 107–12, § 7, May 30, 2001, 115 Stat. 22.) 

§ 15207. Consultation requirement 

The Board shall consult with the Institute of 
Heraldry within the Department of Defense re-
garding the design and artistry of the Medal of 
Valor. The Board may also consider suggestions 
received by the Department of Justice regarding 
the design of the medal, including those made 
by persons not employed by the Department. 

(Pub. L. 107–12, § 9, May 30, 2001, 115 Stat. 22.) 

§ 15208. Law enforcement tribute acts 

(a) Short title 

This section may be cited as the ‘‘Law En-
forcement Tribute Act’’. 

(b) Findings 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The well-being of all citizens of the 

United States is preserved and enhanced as a 
direct result of the vigilance and dedication of 
law enforcement and public safety personnel. 

(2) More than 700,000 law enforcement offi-
cers, both men and women, at great risk to 
their personal safety, serve their fellow citi-
zens as guardians of peace. 

(3) Nationwide, 51 law enforcement officers 
were killed in the line of duty in 2000, accord-
ing to statistics released by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation. This number is an in-
crease of 9 from the 1999 total of 42. 

(4) In 1999, 112 firefighters died while on 
duty, an increase of 21 deaths from the pre-
vious year. 

(5) Every year, 1 in 9 peace officers is as-
saulted, 1 in 25 is injured, and 1 in 4,400 is 
killed in the line of duty. 

(6) In addition, recent statistics indicate 
that 83 officers were accidentally killed in the 
performance of their duties in 2000, an increase 
of 18 from the 65 accidental deaths in 1999. 

(7) A permanent tribute is a powerful means 
of honoring the men and women who have 
served our Nation with distinction. However, 
many law enforcement and public safety agen-
cies lack the resources to honor their fallen 
colleagues. 

(c) Program authorized 

From amounts made available to carry out 
this section, the Attorney General may make 
grants to States, units of local government, and 
Indian tribes to carry out programs to honor, 
through permanent tributes, men and women of 
the United States who were killed or disabled 
while serving as law enforcement or public safe-
ty officers. 

(d) Uses of funds 

Grants awarded under this section shall be dis-
tributed directly to the State, unit of local gov-
ernment, or Indian tribe, and shall be used for 
the purposes specified in subsection (c) of this 
section. 

(e) $150,000 limitation 

A grant under this section may not exceed 
$150,000 to any single recipient. 

(f) Matching funds 

(1) The Federal portion of the costs of a pro-
gram provided by a grant under this section may 
not exceed 50 percent. 

(2) Any funds appropriated by Congress for the 
activities of any agency of an Indian tribal gov-
ernment or the Bureau of Indian Affairs per-
forming law enforcement or public safety func-
tions on any Indian lands may be used to pro-
vide the non-Federal share of a matching re-
quirement funded under this subsection. 

(g) Applications 

To request a grant under this section, the 
chief executive of a State, unit of local govern-
ment, or Indian tribe shall submit an applica-
tion to the Attorney General at such time, in 
such manner, and accompanied by such informa-
tion as the Attorney General may require. 

(h) Annual report to Congress 

Not later than November 30 of each year, the 
Attorney General shall submit a report to the 
Congress regarding the activities carried out 
under this section. Each such report shall in-
clude, for the preceding fiscal year, the number 
of grants funded under this section, the amount 
of funds provided under those grants, and the ac-
tivities for which those funds were used. 

(i) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $3,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2002 through 2009. 

(Pub. L. 107–273, div. C, title I, § 11001, Nov. 2, 
2002, 116 Stat. 1815; Pub. L. 109–162, title XI, 
§ 1185, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3127.) 

CODIFICATION 
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§ 15231. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Federal agency head 

The term ‘‘Federal agency head’’ means the 
head of any executive, legislative, or judicial 
branch Government entity that employs Fed-
eral law enforcement officers. 

(2) Federal Board 

The term ‘‘Federal Board’’ means the Fed-
eral Law Enforcement Congressional Badge of 
Bravery Board established under section 
15243(a) of this title. 

(3) Federal Board members 

The term ‘‘Federal Board members’’ means 
the members of the Federal Board appointed 
under section 15243(c) of this title. 

(4) Federal Law Enforcement Badge 

The term ‘‘Federal Law Enforcement Badge’’ 
means the Federal Law Enforcement Congres-
sional Badge of Bravery described in section 
15241 of this title. 

(5) Federal law enforcement officer 

The term ‘‘Federal law enforcement offi-
cer’’— 

(A) means a Federal employee— 
(i) who has statutory authority to make 

arrests or apprehensions; 
(ii) who is authorized by the agency of 

the employee to carry firearms; and 
(iii) whose duties are primarily— 

(I) engagement in or supervision of the 
prevention, detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of, or the incarceration of 
any person for, any violation of law; or 

(II) the protection of Federal, State, 
local, or foreign government officials 
against threats to personal safety; and 

(B) includes a law enforcement officer em-
ployed by the Amtrak Police Department or 
Federal Reserve. 

(6) Office 

The term ‘‘Office’’ means the Congressional 
Badge of Bravery Office established under sec-
tion 15261(a) of this title. 

(7) State and Local Board 

The term ‘‘State and Local Board’’ means 
the State and Local Law Enforcement Con-
gressional Badge of Bravery Board established 
under section 15253(a) of this title. 

(8) State and Local Board members 

The term ‘‘State and Local Board members’’ 
means the members of the State and Local 
Board appointed under section 15253(c) of this 
title. 

(9) State and Local Law Enforcement Badge 

The term ‘‘State and Local Law Enforce-
ment Badge’’ means the State and Local Law 
Enforcement Congressional Badge of Bravery 
described in section 15251 of this title. 

(10) State or local agency head 

The term ‘‘State or local agency head’’ 
means the head of any executive, legislative, 
or judicial branch entity of a State or local 

government that employs State or local law 
enforcement officers. 

(11) State or local law enforcement officer 

The term ‘‘State or local law enforcement 
officer’’ means an employee of a State or local 
government— 

(A) who has statutory authority to make 
arrests or apprehensions; 

(B) who is authorized by the agency of the 
employee to carry firearms; and 

(C) whose duties are primarily— 
(i) engagement in or supervision of the 

prevention, detection, investigation, or 
prosecution of, or the incarceration of any 
person for, any violation of law; or 

(ii) the protection of Federal, State, 
local, or foreign government officials 
against threats to personal safety. 

(Pub. L. 110–298, § 2, July 31, 2008, 122 Stat. 2985.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 110–298, § 1, July 31, 2008, 122 Stat. 2985, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter] may be 
cited as the ‘Law Enforcement Congressional Badge of 
Bravery Act of 2008’.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER I—FEDERAL LAW ENFORCE-
MENT CONGRESSIONAL BADGE OF BRAV-
ERY 

§ 15241. Authorization of a Badge 

The Attorney General may award, and a Mem-
ber of Congress or the Attorney General may 
present, in the name of Congress a Federal Law 
Enforcement Congressional Badge of Bravery to 
a Federal law enforcement officer who is cited 
by the Attorney General, upon the recommenda-
tion of the Federal Board, for performing an act 
of bravery while in the line of duty. 

(Pub. L. 110–298, title I, § 101, July 31, 2008, 122 
Stat. 2986.) 

§ 15242. Nominations 

(a) In general 

A Federal agency head may nominate for a 
Federal Law Enforcement Badge an individual— 

(1) who is a Federal law enforcement officer 
working within the agency of the Federal 
agency head making the nomination; and 

(2) who— 
(A)(i) sustained a physical injury while— 

(I) engaged in the lawful duties of the in-
dividual; and 

(II) performing an act characterized as 
bravery by the Federal agency head mak-
ing the nomination; and 

(ii) put the individual at personal risk 
when the injury described in clause (i) oc-
curred; or 

(B) while not injured, performed an act 
characterized as bravery by the Federal 
agency head making the nomination that 
placed the individual at risk of serious phys-
ical injury or death. 

(b) Contents 

A nomination under subsection (a) shall in-
clude— 

(1) a written narrative, of not more than 2 
pages, describing the circumstances under 
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which the nominee performed the act of brav-
ery described in subsection (a) and how the 
circumstances meet the criteria described in 
such subsection; 

(2) the full name of the nominee; 
(3) the home mailing address of the nominee; 
(4) the agency in which the nominee served 

on the date when such nominee performed the 
act of bravery described in subsection (a); 

(5) the occupational title and grade or rank 
of the nominee; 

(6) the field office address of the nominee on 
the date when such nominee performed the act 
of bravery described in subsection (a); and 

(7) the number of years of Government serv-
ice by the nominee as of the date when such 
nominee performed the act of bravery de-
scribed in subsection (a). 

(c) Submission deadline 

A Federal agency head shall submit each nom-
ination under subsection (a) to the Office not 
later than February 15 of the year following the 
date on which the nominee performed the act of 
bravery described in subsection (a). 

(Pub. L. 110–298, title I, § 102, July 31, 2008, 122 
Stat. 2986.) 

§ 15243. Federal Law Enforcement Congressional 
Badge of Bravery Board 

(a) Establishment 

There is established within the Department of 
Justice a Federal Law Enforcement Congres-
sional Badge of Bravery Board. 

(b) Duties 

The Federal Board shall do the following: 
(1) Design the Federal Law Enforcement 

Badge with appropriate ribbons and appur-
tenances. 

(2) Select an engraver to produce each Fed-
eral Law Enforcement Badge. 

(3) Recommend recipients of the Federal 
Law Enforcement Badge from among those 
nominations timely submitted to the Office. 

(4) Annually present to the Attorney Gen-
eral the names of Federal law enforcement of-
ficers who the Federal Board recommends as 
Federal Law Enforcement Badge recipients in 
accordance with the criteria described in sec-
tion 15242(a) of this title. 

(5) After approval by the Attorney General— 
(A) procure the Federal Law Enforcement 

Badges from the engraver selected under 
paragraph (2); 

(B) send a letter announcing the award of 
each Federal Law Enforcement Badge to the 
Federal agency head who nominated the re-
cipient of such Federal Law Enforcement 
Badge; 

(C) send a letter to each Member of Con-
gress representing the congressional district 
where the recipient of each Federal Law En-
forcement Badge resides to offer such Mem-
ber an opportunity to present such Federal 
Law Enforcement Badge; and 

(D) make or facilitate arrangements for 
presenting each Federal Law Enforcement 
Badge in accordance with section 15244 of 
this title. 

(6) Set an annual timetable for fulfilling the 
duties described in this subsection. 

(c) Membership 

(1) Number and appointment 

The Federal Board shall be composed of 7 
members appointed as follows: 

(A) One member jointly appointed by the 
majority leader and minority leader of the 
Senate. 

(B) One member jointly appointed by the 
Speaker and minority leader of the House of 
Representatives. 

(C) One member from the Department of 
Justice appointed by the Attorney General. 

(D) Two members of the Federal Law En-
forcement Officers Association appointed by 
the Executive Board of the Federal Law En-
forcement Officers Association. 

(E) Two members of the Fraternal Order of 
Police appointed by the Executive Board of 
the Fraternal Order of Police. 

(2) Limitation 

Not more than— 
(A) 2 Federal Board members may be mem-

bers of the Federal Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Association; and 

(B) 2 Federal Board members may be mem-
bers of the Fraternal Order of Police. 

(3) Qualifications 

Federal Board members shall be individuals 
with knowledge or expertise, whether by expe-
rience or training, in the field of Federal law 
enforcement. 

(4) Terms and vacancies 

Each Federal Board member shall be ap-
pointed for 2 years and may be reappointed. A 
vacancy in the Federal Board shall not affect 
the powers of the Federal Board and shall be 
filled in the same manner as the original ap-
pointment. 

(d) Operations 

(1) Chairperson 

The Chairperson of the Federal Board shall 
be a Federal Board member elected by a ma-
jority of the Federal Board. 

(2) Meetings 

The Federal Board shall conduct its first 
meeting not later than 90 days after the ap-
pointment of a majority of Federal Board 
members. Thereafter, the Federal Board shall 
meet at the call of the Chairperson, or in the 
case of a vacancy of the position of Chair-
person, at the call of the Attorney General. 

(3) Voting and rules 

A majority of Federal Board members shall 
constitute a quorum to conduct business, but 
the Federal Board may establish a lesser 
quorum for conducting hearings scheduled by 
the Federal Board. The Federal Board may es-
tablish by majority vote any other rules for 
the conduct of the business of the Federal 
Board, if such rules are not inconsistent with 
this subchapter or other applicable law. 

(e) Powers 

(1) Hearings 

(A) In general 

The Federal Board may hold hearings, sit 
and act at times and places, take testimony, 
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and receive evidence as the Federal Board 
considers appropriate to carry out the duties 
of the Federal Board under this subchapter. 
The Federal Board may administer oaths or 
affirmations to witnesses appearing before 
it. 

(B) Witness expenses 

Witnesses requested to appear before the 
Federal Board may be paid the same fees as 
are paid to witnesses under section 1821 of 
title 28. The per diem and mileage allow-
ances for witnesses shall be paid from funds 
appropriated to the Federal Board. 

(2) Information from Federal agencies 

Subject to sections 552, 552a, and 552b of title 
5— 

(A) the Federal Board may secure directly 
from any Federal department or agency in-
formation necessary to enable it to carry 
out this subchapter; and 

(B) upon request of the Federal Board, the 
head of that department or agency shall fur-
nish the information to the Federal Board. 

(3) Information to be kept confidential 

The Federal Board shall not disclose any in-
formation which may compromise an ongoing 
law enforcement investigation or is otherwise 
required by law to be kept confidential. 

(f) Compensation 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), each 
Federal Board member shall be compensated 
at a rate equal to the daily equivalent of the 
annual rate of basic pay prescribed for level IV 
of the Executive Schedule under section 5315 
of title 5 for each day (including travel time) 
during which such Federal Board member is 
engaged in the performance of the duties of 
the Federal Board. 

(2) Prohibition of compensation for govern-
ment employees 

Federal Board members who serve as officers 
or employees of the Federal Government or a 
State or a local government may not receive 
additional pay, allowances, or benefits by rea-
son of their service on the Federal Board. 

(3) Travel expenses 

Each Federal Board member shall receive 
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of 
subsistence, in accordance with applicable pro-
visions under subchapter I of chapter 57 of 
title 5. 

(Pub. L. 110–298, title I, § 103, July 31, 2008, 122 
Stat. 2987.) 

§ 15244. Presentation of Federal Law Enforce-
ment Badges 

(a) Presentation by Member of Congress 

A Member of Congress may present a Federal 
Law Enforcement Badge to any Federal Law En-
forcement Badge recipient who resides in such 
Member’s congressional district. If both a Sen-
ator and Representative choose to present a 
Federal Law Enforcement Badge, such Senator 
and Representative shall make a joint presen-
tation. 

(b) Presentation by Attorney General 

If no Member of Congress chooses to present 
the Federal Law Enforcement Badge as de-
scribed in subsection (a), the Attorney General, 
or a designee of the Attorney General, shall 
present such Federal Law Enforcement Badge. 

(c) Presentation arrangements 

The office of the Member of Congress present-
ing each Federal Law Enforcement Badge may 
make arrangements for the presentation of such 
Federal Law Enforcement Badge, and if a Sen-
ator and Representative choose to participate 
jointly as described in subsection (a), the Mem-
bers shall make joint arrangements. The Fed-
eral Board shall facilitate any such presentation 
arrangements as requested by the congressional 
office presenting the Federal Law Enforcement 
Badge and shall make arrangements in cases not 
undertaken by Members of Congress. 

(Pub. L. 110–298, title I, § 104, July 31, 2008, 122 
Stat. 2989.) 

SUBCHAPTER II—STATE AND LOCAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT CONGRESSIONAL BADGE 
OF BRAVERY 

§ 15251. Authorization of a Badge 

The Attorney General may award, and a Mem-
ber of Congress or the Attorney General may 
present, in the name of Congress a State and 
Local Law Enforcement Congressional Badge of 
Bravery to a State or local law enforcement offi-
cer who is cited by the Attorney General, upon 
the recommendation of the State and Local 
Board, for performing an act of bravery while in 
the line of duty. 

(Pub. L. 110–298, title II, § 201, July 31, 2008, 122 
Stat. 2990.) 

§ 15252. Nominations 

(a) In general 

A State or local agency head may nominate 
for a State and Local Law Enforcement Badge 
an individual— 

(1) who is a State or local law enforcement 
officer working within the agency of the State 
or local agency head making the nomination; 
and 

(2) who— 
(A)(i) sustained a physical injury while— 

(I) engaged in the lawful duties of the in-
dividual; and 

(II) performing an act characterized as 
bravery by the State or local agency head 
making the nomination; and 

(ii) put the individual at personal risk 
when the injury described in clause (i) oc-
curred; or 

(B) while not injured, performed an act 
characterized as bravery by the State or 
local agency head making the nomination 
that placed the individual at risk of serious 
physical injury or death. 

(b) Contents 

A nomination under subsection (a) shall in-
clude— 

(1) a written narrative, of not more than 2 
pages, describing the circumstances under 
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which the nominee performed the act of brav-
ery described in subsection (a) and how the 
circumstances meet the criteria described in 
such subsection; 

(2) the full name of the nominee; 
(3) the home mailing address of the nominee; 
(4) the agency in which the nominee served 

on the date when such nominee performed the 
act of bravery described in subsection (a); 

(5) the occupational title and grade or rank 
of the nominee; 

(6) the field office address of the nominee on 
the date when such nominee performed the act 
of bravery described in subsection (a); and 

(7) the number of years of government serv-
ice by the nominee as of the date when such 
nominee performed the act of bravery de-
scribed in subsection (a). 

(c) Submission deadline 

A State or local agency head shall submit 
each nomination under subsection (a) to the Of-
fice not later than February 15 of the year fol-
lowing the date on which the nominee performed 
the act of bravery described in subsection (a). 

(Pub. L. 110–298, title II, § 202, July 31, 2008, 122 
Stat. 2990.) 

§ 15253. State and Local Law Enforcement Con-
gressional Badge of Bravery Board 

(a) Establishment 

There is established within the Department of 
Justice a State and Local Law Enforcement 
Congressional Badge of Bravery Board. 

(b) Duties 

The State and Local Board shall do the follow-
ing: 

(1) Design the State and Local Law Enforce-
ment Badge with appropriate ribbons and ap-
purtenances. 

(2) Select an engraver to produce each State 
and Local Law Enforcement Badge. 

(3) Recommend recipients of the State and 
Local Law Enforcement Badge from among 
those nominations timely submitted to the Of-
fice. 

(4) Annually present to the Attorney Gen-
eral the names of State or local law enforce-
ment officers who the State and Local Board 
recommends as State and Local Law Enforce-
ment Badge recipients in accordance with the 
criteria described in section 15252(a) of this 
title. 

(5) After approval by the Attorney General— 
(A) procure the State and Local Law En-

forcement Badges from the engraver selected 
under paragraph (2); 

(B) send a letter announcing the award of 
each State and Local Law Enforcement 
Badge to the State or local agency head who 
nominated the recipient of such State and 
Local Law Enforcement Badge; 

(C) send a letter to each Member of Con-
gress representing the congressional district 
where the recipient of each State and Local 
Law Enforcement Badge resides to offer such 
Member an opportunity to present such 
State and Local Law Enforcement Badge; 
and 

(D) make or facilitate arrangements for 
presenting each State and Local Law En-

forcement Badge in accordance with section 
15254 of this title. 

(6) Set an annual timetable for fulfilling the 
duties described in this subsection. 

(c) Membership 

(1) Number and appointment 

The State and Local Board shall be com-
posed of 9 members appointed as follows: 

(A) One member jointly appointed by the 
majority leader and minority leader of the 
Senate. 

(B) One member jointly appointed by the 
Speaker and minority leader of the House of 
Representatives. 

(C) One member from the Department of 
Justice appointed by the Attorney General. 

(D) Two members of the Fraternal Order of 
Police appointed by the Executive Board of 
the Fraternal Order of Police. 

(E) One member of the National Associa-
tion of Police Organizations appointed by 
the Executive Board of the National Asso-
ciation of Police Organizations. 

(F) One member of the National Organiza-
tion of Black Law Enforcement Executives 
appointed by the Executive Board of the Na-
tional Organization of Black Law Enforce-
ment Executives. 

(G) One member of the International Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police appointed by the 
Board of Officers of the International Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police. 

(H) One member of the National Sheriffs’ 
Association appointed by the Executive 
Committee of the National Sheriffs’ Associa-
tion. 

(2) Limitation 

Not more than 5 State and Local Board 
members may be members of the Fraternal 
Order of Police. 

(3) Qualifications 

State and Local Board members shall be in-
dividuals with knowledge or expertise, wheth-
er by experience or training, in the field of 
State and local law enforcement. 

(4) Terms and vacancies 

Each State and Local Board member shall be 
appointed for 2 years and may be reappointed. 
A vacancy in the State and Local Board shall 
not affect the powers of the State and Local 
Board and shall be filled in the same manner 
as the original appointment. 

(d) Operations 

(1) Chairperson 

The Chairperson of the State and Local 
Board shall be a State and Local Board mem-
ber elected by a majority of the State and 
Local Board. 

(2) Meetings 

The State and Local Board shall conduct its 
first meeting not later than 90 days after the 
appointment of a majority of State and Local 
Board members. Thereafter, the State and 
Local Board shall meet at the call of the 
Chairperson, or in the case of a vacancy of the 
position of Chairperson, at the call of the At-
torney General. 
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(3) Voting and rules 

A majority of State and Local Board mem-
bers shall constitute a quorum to conduct 
business, but the State and Local Board may 
establish a lesser quorum for conducting hear-
ings scheduled by the State and Local Board. 
The State and Local Board may establish by 
majority vote any other rules for the conduct 
of the business of the State and Local Board, 
if such rules are not inconsistent with this 
subchapter or other applicable law. 

(e) Powers 

(1) Hearings 

(A) In general 

The State and Local Board may hold hear-
ings, sit and act at times and places, take 
testimony, and receive evidence as the State 
and Local Board considers appropriate to 
carry out the duties of the State and Local 
Board under this subchapter. The State and 
Local Board may administer oaths or affir-
mations to witnesses appearing before it. 

(B) Witness expenses 

Witnesses requested to appear before the 
State and Local Board may be paid the same 
fees as are paid to witnesses under section 
1821 of title 28. The per diem and mileage al-
lowances for witnesses shall be paid from 
funds appropriated to the State and Local 
Board. 

(2) Information from Federal agencies 

Subject to sections 552, 552a, and 552b of title 
5— 

(A) the State and Local Board may secure 
directly from any Federal department or 
agency information necessary to enable it to 
carry out this subchapter; and 

(B) upon request of the State and Local 
Board, the head of that department or agen-
cy shall furnish the information to the State 
and Local Board. 

(3) Information to be kept confidential 

The State and Local Board shall not disclose 
any information which may compromise an 
ongoing law enforcement investigation or is 
otherwise required by law to be kept confiden-
tial. 

(f) Compensation 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), each 
State and Local Board member shall be com-
pensated at a rate equal to the daily equiva-
lent of the annual rate of basic pay prescribed 
for level IV of the Executive Schedule under 
section 5315 of title 5 for each day (including 
travel time) during which such State and 
Local Board member is engaged in the per-
formance of the duties of the State and Local 
Board. 

(2) Prohibition of compensation for govern-
ment employees 

State and Local Board members who serve 
as officers or employees of the Federal Gov-
ernment or a State or a local government may 
not receive additional pay, allowances, or ben-
efits by reason of their service on the State 
and Local Board. 

(3) Travel expenses 

Each State and Local Board member shall 
receive travel expenses, including per diem in 
lieu of subsistence, in accordance with appli-
cable provisions under subchapter I of chapter 
57 of title 5. 

(Pub. L. 110–298, title II, § 203, July 31, 2008, 122 
Stat. 2991.) 

§ 15254. Presentation of State and Local Law En-
forcement Badges 

(a) Presentation by Member of Congress 

A Member of Congress may present a State 
and Local Law Enforcement Badge to any State 
and Local Law Enforcement Badge recipient 
who resides in such Member’s congressional dis-
trict. If both a Senator and Representative 
choose to present a State and Local Law En-
forcement Badge, such Senator and Representa-
tive shall make a joint presentation. 

(b) Presentation by Attorney General 

If no Member of Congress chooses to present 
the State and Local Law Enforcement Badge as 
described in subsection (a), the Attorney Gen-
eral, or a designee of the Attorney General, 
shall present such State and Local Law Enforce-
ment Badge. 

(c) Presentation arrangements 

The office of the Member of Congress present-
ing each State and Local Law Enforcement 
Badge may make arrangements for the presen-
tation of such State and Local Law Enforcement 
Badge, and if a Senator and Representative 
choose to participate jointly as described in sub-
section (a), the Members shall make joint ar-
rangements. The State and Local Board shall fa-
cilitate any such presentation arrangements as 
requested by the congressional office presenting 
the State and Local Law Enforcement Badge 
and shall make arrangements in cases not 
undertaken by Members of Congress. 

(Pub. L. 110–298, title II, § 204, July 31, 2008, 122 
Stat. 2993.) 

SUBCHAPTER III—CONGRESSIONAL BADGE 
OF BRAVERY OFFICE 

§ 15261. Congressional Badge of Bravery Office 

(a) Establishment 

There is established within the Department of 
Justice a Congressional Badge of Bravery Office. 

(b) Duties 

The Office shall— 
(1) receive nominations from Federal agency 

heads on behalf of the Federal Board and de-
liver such nominations to the Federal Board 
at Federal Board meetings described in section 
15243(d)(2) of this title; 

(2) receive nominations from State or local 
agency heads on behalf of the State and Local 
Board and deliver such nominations to the 
State and Local Board at State and Local 
Board meetings described in section 15253(d)(2) 
of this title; and 

(3) provide staff support to the Federal 
Board and the State and Local Board to carry 
out the duties described in section 15243(b) and 
section 15253(b) of this title, respectively. 
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CHAPTER 146—ELECTION ADMINISTRATION 
IMPROVEMENT 

SUBCHAPTER I—PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR 
ELECTION ADMINISTRATION IMPROVEMENTS 
AND REPLACEMENT OF PUNCH CARD AND 
LEVER VOTING MACHINES 

Sec. 

15301. Payments to States for activities to improve 
administration of elections. 

15302. Replacement of punch card or lever voting 
machines. 

15303. Guaranteed minimum payment amount. 
15304. Authorization of appropriations. 
15305. Administration of programs. 
15306. Effective date. 

SUBCHAPTER II—COMMISSION 

PART A—ESTABLISHMENT AND GENERAL ORGANIZATION 

SUBPART 1—ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION 

15321. Establishment. 
15322. Duties. 
15323. Membership and appointment. 
15324. Staff. 
15325. Powers. 
15326. Dissemination of information. 
15327. Annual report. 
15328. Requiring majority approval for actions. 
15329. Limitation on rulemaking authority. 
15330. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBPART 2—ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION 
STANDARDS BOARD AND BOARD OF ADVISORS 

15341. Establishment. 
15342. Duties. 
15343. Membership of Standards Board. 
15344. Membership of Board of Advisors. 
15345. Powers of Boards; no compensation for serv-

ice. 
15346. Status of Boards and members for purposes of 

claims against Board. 

SUBPART 3—TECHNICAL GUIDELINES DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 

15361. Technical Guidelines Development Commit-
tee. 

15362. Process for adoption. 

PART B—TESTING, CERTIFICATION, DECERTIFICATION, 
AND RECERTIFICATION OF VOTING SYSTEM HARDWARE 
AND SOFTWARE 

15371. Certification and testing of voting systems. 

PART C—STUDIES AND OTHER ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE 
EFFECTIVE ADMINISTRATION OF FEDERAL ELECTIONS 

15381. Periodic studies of election administration is-
sues. 

15382. Study, report, and recommendations on best 
practices for facilitating military and over-
seas voting. 

15383. Report on human factor research. 
15384. Study and report on voters who register by 

mail and use of Social Security informa-
tion. 

15385. Study and report on electronic voting and the 
electoral process. 

15386. Study and report on free absentee ballot post-
age. 

15387. Consultation with Standards Board and Board 
of Advisors. 

PART D—ELECTION ASSISTANCE 

SUBPART 1—REQUIREMENTS PAYMENTS 

15401. Requirements payments. 

Sec. 

15402. Allocation of funds. 
15403. Condition for receipt of funds. 
15404. State plan. 
15405. Process for development and filing of plan; 

publication by Commission. 
15406. Requirement for public notice and comment. 
15407. Authorization of appropriations. 
15408. Reports. 

SUBPART 2—PAYMENTS TO STATES AND UNITS OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT TO ASSURE ACCESS FOR INDIVIDUALS 
WITH DISABILITIES 

15421. Payments to States and units of local govern-
ment to assure access for individuals with 
disabilities. 

15422. Amount of payment. 
15423. Requirements for eligibility. 
15424. Authorization of appropriations. 
15425. Reports. 

SUBPART 3—GRANTS FOR RESEARCH ON VOTING 
TECHNOLOGY IMPROVEMENTS 

15441. Grants for research on voting technology im-
provements. 

15442. Report. 
15443. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBPART 4—PILOT PROGRAM FOR TESTING OF EQUIPMENT 
AND TECHNOLOGY 

15451. Pilot program. 
15452. Report. 
15453. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBPART 5—PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SYSTEMS 

15461. Payments for protection and advocacy sys-
tems. 

15462. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBPART 6—NATIONAL STUDENT AND PARENT MOCK 
ELECTION 

15471. National Student and Parent Mock Election. 
15472. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER III—UNIFORM AND NONDISCRIM-
INATORY ELECTION TECHNOLOGY AND ADMIN-
ISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 

PART A—REQUIREMENTS 

15481. Voting systems standards. 
15482. Provisional voting and voting information re-

quirements. 
15483. Computerized statewide voter registration 

list requirements and requirements for vot-
ers who register by mail. 

15484. Minimum requirements. 
15485. Methods of implementation left to discretion 

of State. 

PART B—VOLUNTARY GUIDANCE 

15501. Adoption of voluntary guidance by Commis-
sion. 

15502. Process for adoption. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ENFORCEMENT 

15511. Actions by the Attorney General for declara-
tory and injunctive relief. 

15512. Establishment of State-based administrative 
complaint procedures to remedy grievances. 

SUBCHAPTER V—HELP AMERICA VOTE COLLEGE 
PROGRAM 

15521. Establishment of program. 
15522. Activities under Program. 
15523. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—TRANSFER TO COMMISSION OF 
FUNCTIONS UNDER CERTAIN LAWS 

15531. Transfer of functions of Office of Election Ad-
ministration of Federal Election Commis-
sion. 
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