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1 Section repealed by Pub. L. 86–682 without corresponding 

amendment of chapter analysis. 
2 So in original. Does not conform to section catchline. 
3 Section catchline amended by Pub. L. 86–769 without cor-

responding amendment of chapter analysis. 

are hereby repealed. Any rights or liabilities now exist-

ing under such statutes or parts thereof, and any pro-

ceedings instituted under, or growing out of, any of 

such statutes or parts thereof, shall not be affected by 

this repeal.’’ 

CHAPTER 1—ADMINISTRATION 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

1. Definitions. 

2. Bureau of the Census. 

3. Seal. 

4. Functions of Secretary; regulations; delega-

tion. 

5. Questionnaires; number, form, and scope of 

inquiries. 

6. Information from other Federal departments 

and agencies; acquisition of reports from 

other governmental and private sources. 

7. Printing; requisitions upon Public Printer; 

publication of bulletins and reports. 

8. Authenticated transcripts or copies of certain 

returns; other data; restriction on use; dis-

position of fees received. 

9. Information as confidential; exception. 

10.1 Mail matter. 

11. Authorization of appropriations. 

12. Mechanical and electronic development. 

13. Procurement of professional services. 

[14. Repealed.] 

15. Leases for 1980 decennial census. 

16. Address information reviewed by local gov-

ernments.2 

SUBCHAPTER II—OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 

21. Director of the Census; duties. 

22. Qualifications of permanent personnel. 

23. Additional officers and employees. 

24. Special agents, supervisors, supervisors’ 

clerks, enumerators, and interpreters; com-

pensation; details.3 

25. Duties of supervisors, enumerators, and other 

employees. 

26. Transportation by contract. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–430, § 2(d), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4394, 

added item 16. 

1979—Pub. L. 96–52, § 1(b), Aug. 13, 1979, 93 Stat. 358, 

added item 15. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–521, §§ 3(b), 4(b), 5(b), 6(b), Oct. 17, 

1976, 90 Stat. 2459–2461, inserted reference to ‘‘regula-

tions’’ in item 4, substituted ‘‘Questionnaires’’ for 

‘‘Schedules’’ in item 5, substituted ‘‘Information from 

other Federal departments and agencies; acquisition of 

reports from other governmental and private sources’’ 

for ‘‘Requests to other departments and offices for in-

formation, acquisition of reports from governmental 

and other sources’’ in item 6, and substituted ‘‘Authen-

ticated transcripts or copies’’ for ‘‘Certified copies’’ in 

item 8, respectively. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–473, § 2(b), June 29, 1966, 80 Stat. 221, 

struck out item 14 ‘‘Reimbursement between appropria-

tions’’. Pub. L. 89–473 was subsequently repealed by 

Pub. L. 97–258, § 5(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 92 Stat. 1068. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–489, § 1(b), June 19, 1962, 76 Stat. 104, 

added item 14. 

1957—Pub. L. 85–207, § 1, Aug. 28, 1957, 71 Stat. 481, in-

serted ‘‘, acquisition of reports from governmental and 

other sources’’ in item 6, and added items 12, 13 and 26. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 1. Definitions 

As used in this title, unless the context re-

quires another meaning or unless it is otherwise 

provided— 
(1) ‘‘Bureau’’ means the Bureau of the Cen-

sus; 
(2) ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of Com-

merce; and 
(3) ‘‘respondent’’ includes a corporation, 

company, association, firm, partnership, pro-

prietorship, society, joint stock company, in-

dividual, or other organization or entity which 

reported information, or on behalf of which in-

formation was reported, in response to a ques-

tionnaire, inquiry, or other request of the Bu-

reau. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1012; Pub. L. 

94–521, § 1, Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 2459.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Section is new, and was inserted to eliminate the ne-

cessity for referring, throughout this title, to the Bu-

reau of the Census, and the Secretary of Commerce, by 

their full designations. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–521 designated existing provisions as 

pars. (1) and (2), and added par. (3). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Section 17 of Pub. L. 94–521 provided that: ‘‘The 

amendments made by this Act [enacting sections 181 to 

184 and 196 of this title, amending this section and sec-

tions 3 to 6, 8, 23, 141, 191, 195, 214, 221, 224, 225, and 241 

of this title, and enacting provisions set out as notes 

under this section] shall take effect on October 1, 1976, 

or on the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 17, 

1976], whichever date is later’’. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(7) [div. B, title XII, 

subtitle E, § 1251], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536, 1501A–505, 

provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [amending section 301 of 

this title and enacting provisions set out as notes 

under section 301 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Pro-

liferation Prevention Enhancement Act of 1999’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–430, § 1, Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4393, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 16 of this title, 

amending sections 9 and 214 of this title and section 412 

of Title 39, Postal Service, and enacting provisions set 

out as a note under section 16 of this title] may be cited 

as the ‘Census Address List Improvement Act of 1994’.’’ 

SEPARABILITY 

Section 16 of Pub. L. 94–521 provided that: ‘‘If a provi-

sion enacted by this Act [see section 17 of Pub. L. 94–521 

set out above] is held invalid, all valid provisions that 

are severable from the invalid provision remain in ef-

fect. If a provision of this Act [Pub. L. 94–521] is held in-

valid in one or more of its applications, the provision 

remains in effect in all valid applications that are sev-

erable from the invalid application or applications.’’ 

§ 2. Bureau of the Census 

The Bureau is continued as an agency within, 

and under the jurisdiction of, the Department of 

Commerce. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1012.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., § 1 (Mar. 6, 1902, ch. 

139, § 1, 32 Stat. 51; Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, § 4, 32 Stat. 826; 
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Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, § 1, 37 Stat. 736; June 18, 1929, ch. 

28, § 21, 46 Stat. 26). 
Section 1 of title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., provided that the 

‘‘Census Office’’ temporarily established in the Depart-

ment of the Interior in accordance with the act of Mar. 

3, 1899 (ch. 419, 30 Stat. 1014) ‘‘is made’’ a permanent of-

fice in the Department of Commerce. Such wording is 

no longer necessary, and the provisions, as revised in 

this section, merely continue the Bureau (of the Cen-

sus) as an agency within, and under the jurisdiction of, 

the Department of Commerce. 

§ 3. Seal 

The Bureau shall have a seal containing such 

device as has been selected heretofore, or as the 

Secretary may select hereafter. A description of 

such seal with an impression thereof shall be 

filed in the office of the Secretary of State. The 

seal shall remain in the custody of the Sec-

retary or such officer or employee of the Bureau 

as he designates, and shall be affixed to all docu-

ments authenticated by the Bureau. Judicial no-

tice shall be taken of the seal. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1012; Pub. L. 

85–207, § 2, Aug. 28, 1957, 71 Stat. 481; Pub. L. 

94–521, § 2, Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 2459.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on acts Mar. 3, 1899, ch. 419, § 31, 30 Stat. 1021; 

Mar. 6, 1902, ch. 139, § 6, 32 Stat. 52. 

Section is new to the United States Code, but is in 

accordance with current practice. Act Mar. 3, 1899, ch. 

419, 30 Stat. 1014, which established the ‘‘Census Office’’ 

on a temporary basis, provided in section 31 thereof (30 

Stat. 1021) for a seal for that office. The office was 

made permanent by act Mar. 6, 1902, ch. 139, 32 Stat. 51, 

and section 6 of that act (32 Stat. 52) continued in full 

force and effect ‘‘for the taking of the Thirteenth and 

subsequent censuses’’ all provisions of the act of Mar. 

3, 1899, not inconsistent with the provisions of such 1902 

act. Therefore, since the 1902 act contained no provi-

sions with respect to a seal, section 31 of the 1899 act, 

providing for the seal, remained in force as it was not 

inconsistent. Section 33 of act July 2, 1909, ch. 2, 36 

Stat. 10, which act (36 Stat. 1) related to the Thirteenth 

and subsequent decennial censuses, repealed the said 

act of Mar. 3, 1899, specifically, and all ‘‘other’’ laws 

and parts of laws inconsistent with the provisions of 

the 1909 act. These repealing provisions are somewhat 

ambiguous, but it was probably the intent of Congress, 

as it was the intent thereof at the time of enactment 

of the act of Mar. 6, 1902, referred to above, to continue 

in effect all provisions of the act of Mar. 3, 1899, that 

were not inconsistent with the act of July 2, 1909. The 

1909 act contained no provisions with respect to the 

seal, and it accordingly follows that the provisions of 

section 31 of the act of Mar. 3, 1899, with respect there-

to, continued in force. This is also the interpretation of 

the Bureau of the Census, which has continued to use 

a seal through the years in connection with ‘‘certifi-

cates and attestations’’. 

In any event, this new section merely confirms past 

and present practice, and restores, if it does not pre-

serve, statutory authority for possession and use of the 

seal which is a very necessary part of the operations of 

the Bureau. Further, the section should serve to fore-

stall future differences of interpretation. In the past, 

some States have refused to recognize the seal of the 

Census Bureau on the ground that it was not author-

ized by law. In all probability, this position was taken, 

not as the result of a search of the Statutes at Large, 

which would have been a difficult project, but because 

provisions relating to the seal were not set out in the 

United States Code where they would have been readily 

accessible. 

The language of this section follows substantially the 

language of section 31 of the act of Mar. 3, 1899, referred 

to above, but has been reworded because of jurisdic-

tional and other changes since that time. The ‘‘Census 

Office’’ was transferred from the Department of the In-

terior to the Department of Commerce and Labor by 

act Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, § 4, 32 Stat. 826. Act Mar. 4, 

1913, ch. 141, § 1, 37 Stat. 736, changed the name of the 

latter to the Department of Commerce, and created, as 

a separate department, the Department of Labor. It 

transferred a number of bureaus and agencies from the 

Department of Commerce to the Department of Labor, 

but these transfers did not affect the Bureau of the 

Census, which has remained under the jurisdiction of 

the Department of Commerce. 1950 Reorganization Plan 

No. 5, §§ 1, 2, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1263, 

transferred all functions of all officers, employees, bu-

reaus, and agencies of the Department of Commerce to 

the Secretary of Commerce, and vested power in him to 

delegate them or any of his other functions to any of 

such officers, employees, bureaus, and agencies. There-

fore, in this section, ‘‘Secretary’’, and ‘‘Secretary or 

such officer or employee of the Bureau as he des-

ignates’’, were substituted, respectively, for two ref-

erences to the Director of the Census, to conform with 

such Plan. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–521 substituted ‘‘affixed to all docu-

ments authenticated by the Bureau’’ for ‘‘affixed to all 

certificates and attestations that may be required from 

the Bureau’’. 
1957—Pub. L. 85–207 provided for judicial recognition 

of the seal. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–521 effective Oct. 17, 1976, 

see section 17 of Pub. L. 94–521, set out as a note under 

section 1 of this title. 

§ 4. Functions of Secretary; regulations; delega-
tion 

The Secretary shall perform the functions and 

duties imposed upon him by this title, may issue 

such rules and regulations as he deems nec-

essary to carry out such functions and duties, 

and may delegate the performance of such func-

tions and duties and the authority to issue such 

rules and regulations to such officers and em-

ployees of the Department of Commerce as he 

may designate. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1013; Pub. L. 

94–521, § 3(a), Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 2459.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Section is new, and was inserted to conform with 1950 

Reorganization Plan No. 5, effective May 24, 1950, §§ 1, 2, 

15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1263, which is set out as a note 

under section 591 of title 5, U. S. C., 1952 ed., Executive 

Departments and Government Officers and Employees 

[now set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government 

Organization and Employees]. That plan transferred all 

functions (with a few exceptions not applicable to the 

Census Bureau) of all agencies, officers and employees 

of the Department of Commerce to the Secretary of 

Commerce, and vested power in him to delegate the 

functions so transferred, or any of his other functions, 

to such agencies, officers or employees within the De-

partment as he designates. 

See, also, section 253 of title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., which 

provided for delegation of functions in connection with 

the quinquennial censuses of governments, and author-

ized the Secretary to promulgate rules and regulations 

with respect to such censuses. That section has been 

omitted from this revised title, as the provision thereof 

for delegation of functions is covered by this section, 

and the provision thereof which related to rules and 

regulations is covered by section 22 of title 1, U.S.C., 

1952 ed., General Provisions. 
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Because of the transfer effected by 1950 Reorganiza-

tion Plan No. 5, referred to above, sections of title 13, 

U.S.C., 1952 ed., which prescribed functions of the Bu-

reau of the Census, the Census Office, or the Director 

of the Census, have, in this revised title, been changed 

to refer to the Secretary. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–521 inserted ‘‘regulations;’’ in section 

catchline, authorized the Secretary to issue such rules 

and regulations as he deems necessary to carry out the 

functions and duties imposed upon him by this title, 

authorized delegation of authority to issue such rules 

and regulations to officers and employees of the De-

partment of Commerce, and struck out a provision 

which allowed delegation of performance of such func-

tions and duties to bureaus and agencies of the Depart-

ment of Commerce. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–521 effective Oct. 17, 1976, 

see section 17 of Pub. L. 94–521, set out as a note under 

section 1 of this title. 

§ 5. Questionnaires; number, form, and scope of 
inquiries 

The Secretary shall prepare questionnaires, 

and shall determine the inquiries, and the num-

ber, form, and subdivisions thereof, for the sta-

tistics, surveys, and censuses provided for in 

this title. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1013; Pub. L. 

94–521, § 4(a), Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 2459.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., §§ 82, 111, 123, 204, 

216, 251, and section 1442 of title 42, U.S.C., 1952 ed., The 

Public Health and Welfare (Mar. 6, 1902, ch. 139, § 7, 32 

Stat. 52; June 7, 1906, ch. 3048, 34 Stat. 218; Aug. 7, 1916, 

ch. 274, § 2, 39 Stat. 437; June 18, 1929, ch. 28, §§ 3, 4, 16, 

46 Stat. 21, 22, 25; 1939 Reorganization Plan No. II, § 4(e), 

eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 53 Stat. 1431; 1940 Reorga-

nization Plan No. III, § 3, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2107, 

54 Stat. 1232; June 25, 1947, ch. 124, 61 Stat. 163; June 19, 

1948, ch. 502, § 3, 62 Stat. 479; July 15, 1949, ch. 338, title 

VI, § 607, 63 Stat. 441; Sept. 7, 1950, ch. 910, §§ 1, 4, 64 Stat. 

784, 785; July 16, 1952, ch. 912, 66 Stat. 736). 
Section consolidates section 82 of title 13, U.S.C., 1952 

ed., which related to statistics on cottonseed, oilseeds, 

nuts and kernels, fats, oils, and greases, with part of 

the second sentence of section 111 of such title, which 

section related to miscellaneous statistics; with the 

first sentence of section 123 of such title, which section 

related to censuses of manufacturers, mineral indus-

tries, and other businesses; with the second sentence of 

section 204 of such title, which section related to cen-

suses of population, agriculture, irrigation, drainage, 

etc.; with the third sentence of section 216 of such title, 

which section related to censuses of agriculture; with 

that part of subsection (b) of section 1442 of title 42, 

U.S.C., 1952 ed., which made such sections 204 and 216 

applicable to the censuses of housing; and with part of 

section 251(b) of such title relating to censuses of gov-

ernments. 
Sections 82, 123 and 204 of title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., 

provided that the inquiries, etc., should be determined 

by the Director of the Census, with the approval of the 

Secretary of Commerce. Section 111 thereof provided 

that the Director of the Census should prepare the 

schedules, etc., and sections 216 and 251(b) thereof (the 

former amended in 1952, the latter enacted in 1950) pro-

vided that the inquiries, etc., should be determined by 

the Secretary of Commerce. This consolidated section 

vests such duties in the Secretary of Commerce, which 

is in conformity not only with such sections 216 and 

251(b), but also with 1950 Reorganization Plan No. 5, §§ 1, 

2, effective May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1263. See 

Revision Note to section 4 of this title. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

For remainder of sections 111, 123, 204, 216, and 251 of 

title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., and of section 1442 of title 42, 

U.S.C., 1952 ed. (which has been transferred in its en-

tirety to this revised title), see Distribution Table. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–521 substituted ‘‘Questionnaires’’ for 

‘‘Schedules’’ in section catchline and in text. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–521 effective Oct. 17, 1976, 

see section 17 of Pub. L. 94–521, set out as a note under 

section 1 of this title. 

RESTRICTION ON COLLECTION OF CENSUS DATA ON RACE 

Pub. L. 111–117, div. B, title I, Dec. 16, 2009, 123 Stat. 

3115, provided in part: ‘‘That none of the funds provided 

in this or any other Act for any fiscal year may be used 

for the collection of census data on race identification 

that does not include ‘some other race’ as a category’’. 

Similar provisions were contained in the following 

prior appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 111–8, div. B, title I, Mar. 11, 2009, 123 Stat. 

562. 

Pub. L. 110–161, div. B, title I, Dec. 26, 2007, 121 Stat. 

1887. 

Pub. L. 109–108, title II, Nov. 22, 2005, 119 Stat. 2308. 

Pub. L. 108–447, div. B, title II, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 

2876. 

§ 6. Information from other Federal departments 
and agencies; acquisition of reports from 
other governmental and private sources 

(a) The Secretary, whenever he considers it 

advisable, may call upon any other department, 

agency, or establishment of the Federal Govern-

ment, or of the government of the District of 

Columbia, for information pertinent to the work 

provided for in this title. 

(b) The Secretary may acquire, by purchase or 

otherwise, from States, counties, cities, or other 

units of government, or their instrumentalities, 

or from private persons and agencies, such cop-

ies of records, reports, and other material as 

may be required for the efficient and economical 

conduct of the censuses and surveys provided for 

in this title. 

(c) To the maximum extent possible and con-

sistent with the kind, timeliness, quality and 

scope of the statistics required, the Secretary 

shall acquire and use information available from 

any source referred to in subsection (a) or (b) of 

this section instead of conducting direct inquir-

ies. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1013; Pub. L. 

85–207, § 3, Aug. 28, 1957, 71 Stat. 481; Pub. L. 

94–521, § 5(a), Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 2460.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., §§ 122, 215, 252, and 

section 1442 of title 42, U.S.C., 1952 ed., The Public 

Health and Welfare (June 18, 1929, ch. 28, § 15, 46 Stat. 

25; June 19, 1948, ch. 502, § 2, 62 Stat. 479; July 15, 1949, 

ch. 338, title VI, § 607, 63 Stat. 441; Sept. 7, 1950, ch. 910, 

§ 1, 64 Stat. 784). 

Section consolidates section 215 of title 13, U.S.C., 

1952 ed., with those parts of sections 122 and 252 of such 

title which respectively made such section 215 applica-

ble to the quinquennial censuses of manufacturers and 

the mineral industries and other businesses, and gov-

ernments, and with that part of subsection (b) of sec-

tion 1442 of title 42, U.S.C., 1952 ed., which made such 

section 215 applicable to the decennial censuses of 
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housing (see subchapters I, II, and III of chapter 5 of 

this title). As originally enacted in 1929, such section 

215 had related only to the decennial censuses of popu-

lation, agriculture, etc., the provisions for which are 

continued in subchapter II of chapter 5 of this title. 

The provisions, as revised in this section, relate, not 

only to the censuses referred to above, but also, to all 

other investigations provided for in this title. This was 

probably the Congressional intent. 

Words in section 215 of title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., ‘‘on 

request of the Director of the Census’’, were omitted 

since all functions under this title are vested primarily 

in the Secretary (of Commerce), in view of 1950 Reorga-

nization Plan No. 5, §§ 1, 2, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 

64 Stat. 1263. See Revision Note to section 4 of this 

title. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

For remainder of sections 122 and 252 of title 13, 

U.S.C., 1952 ed., and of section 1442 of title 42, U.S.C., 

1952 ed. (which has been transferred in its entirety to 

this revised title), see Distribution Table. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–521 substituted ‘‘Information from 

other Federal departments and agencies; acquisition of 

reports from other governmental and private sources’’ 

for ‘‘Requests to other departments and offices for in-

formation, acquisition of reports from governmental 

and other sources’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–521 substituted ‘‘considers’’ for 

‘‘deems’’, and ‘‘agency, or establishment of the Federal 

Government, or of the government of the District of 

Columbia’’ for ‘‘or office of the Government’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 94–521 added subsec. (c). 

1957—Pub. L. 85–207 inserted ‘‘, acquisition of reports 

from governmental and other sources’’ in section 

catchline, designated existing provisions as subsec. (a), 

and added subsec. (b). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–521 effective Oct. 17, 1976, 

see section 17 of Pub. L. 94–521, set out as a note under 

section 1 of this title. 

§ 7. Printing; requisitions upon Public Printer; 
publication of bulletins and reports 

The Secretary may make requisition upon the 

Public Printer for miscellaneous printing nec-

essary to carry out the provisions of this title. 

He may further have printed by the Public 

Printer, in such editions as he deems necessary, 

preliminary and other census bulletins, and 

final reports of the results of the several inves-

tigations authorized by this title, and may pub-

lish and distribute such bulletins and reports. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1013.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., § 213, and section 

1442 of title 42, U.S.C., 1952 ed., The Public Health and 

Welfare (June 18, 1929, ch. 28, § 13, 46 Stat. 25; July 15, 

1949, ch. 338, title VI, § 607, 63 Stat. 441). 

Section consolidates section 213 of title 13, U.S.C., 

1952 ed., with that part of subsection (b) of section 1442 

of title 42, U.S.C., 1952 ed., which made such section 213 

applicable to the censuses of housing. 

The enumeration in section 213 of title 13, U.S.C. 1952 

ed., of the types of printing (‘‘Blanks, schedules, circu-

lars, pamphlets, envelopes, work sheets’’) was omitted 

as unnecessary and covered by the words ‘‘miscellane-

ous printing’’. 

The provisions have been reworded to make it clear 

that they relate to all statistical and census operations 

under this title, and changes were made in phraseology. 

For remainder of section 1442 of title 42, U.S.C., 1952 

ed. (which section has been transferred in its entirety 

to this revised title), see Distribution Table. 

§ 8. Authenticated transcripts or copies of certain 
returns; other data; restriction on use; dis-
position of fees received 

(a) The Secretary may, upon written request, 

furnish to any respondent, or to the heir, succes-

sor, or authorized agent of such respondent, au-

thenticated transcripts or copies of reports (or 

portions thereof) containing information fur-

nished by, or on behalf of, such respondent in 

connection with the surveys and census provided 

for in this title, upon payment of the actual or 

estimated cost of searching the records and fur-

nishing such transcripts or copies. 

(b) Subject to the limitations contained in sec-

tions 6(c) and 9 of this title, the Secretary may 

furnish copies of tabulations and other statis-

tical materials which do not disclose the infor-

mation reported by, or on behalf of, any particu-

lar respondent, and may make special statistical 

compilations and surveys, for departments, 

agencies, and establishments of the Federal 

Government, the government of the District of 

Columbia, the government of any possession or 

area (including political subdivisions thereof) 

referred to in section 191(a) of this title, State or 

local agencies, or other public and private per-

sons and agencies, upon payment of the actual 

or estimated cost of such work. In the case of 

nonprofit agencies or organizations, the Sec-

retary may engage in joint statistical projects, 

the purpose of which are otherwise authorized 

by law, but only if the cost of such projects are 

shared equitably, as determined by the Sec-

retary. 

(c) In no case shall information furnished 

under this section be used to the detriment of 

any respondent or other person to whom such 

information relates, except in the prosecution of 

alleged violations of this title. 

(d) All moneys received in payment for work 

or services enumerated under this section shall 

be deposited in a separate account which may be 

used to pay directly the costs of such work or 

services, to repay appropriations which initially 

bore all or part of such costs, or to refund excess 

sums when necessary. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1013; Pub. L. 

85–207, § 4, Aug. 28, 1957, 71 Stat. 481; Pub. L. 

94–521, § 6(a), Oct. 17, 1976, 90 Stat. 2460.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., § 218, and section 

1442 of title 42, U.S.C., 1952 ed., The Public Health and 

Welfare (June 18, 1929, ch. 28, § 18, 46 Stat. 25; July 15, 

1949, ch. 338, title VI, § 607, 63 Stat. 441). 

Section consolidates section 218 of title 13, U.S.C., 

1952 ed., with that part of subsection (b) of section 1442 

of title 42, U.S.C., 1952 ed., which made such section 218 

applicable to the censuses of housing. For remainder of 

such section 1442 of title 42 (which has been transferred 

in its entirety to this revised title), see Distribution 

Table. 

References to the Secretary, meaning the Secretary 

of Commerce, were substituted for references to the Di-

rector of the Census, to conform with 1950 Reorganiza-

tion Plan No. 5, §§ 1, 2, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 

Stat. 1263. See Revision Note to section 4 of this title. 

For the same reason, a reference in section 218 of title 

13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., to the Bureau of the Census was 

changed, in subsection (e) of this revised section to 

‘‘Department of Commerce or any bureau or agency 

thereof’’. 
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Changes were made in phraseology and arrangement. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–521 substituted ‘‘Authenticated tran-

scripts or copies’’ for ‘‘Certified copies’’ in section 

catchline. 
Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–521 substituted provision that 

the Secretary may furnish to any respondent, or the 

successor or authorized agent of such respondent, tran-

scripts or copies of reports containing information fur-

nished in connection with the surveys and census, upon 

payment of the necessary costs, for provision that au-

thorized the Secretary, in his discretion, to furnish the 

Governors of States and Territories, courts of record, 

and individuals, data for genealogical and other proper 

purposes, from the population, agriculture, and housing 

schedules prepared under the authority of subchapter II 

of chapter 5 of this title, upon payment of the nec-

essary costs, plus one dollar for supplying a certificate. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–521 inserted provision subject-

ing the Secretary to the limitations contained in sec-

tions 6(c) and 9 of this title, when furnishing statistical 

materials under this section, substituted ‘‘copies of 

tabulations and other statistical materials’’ for ‘‘tran-

scripts or copies of tables and other census records’’, 

inserted provision that materials furnished under this 

section may not disclose information reported by, or on 

behalf of, a particular respondent, and substituted a 

provision enumerating the public and private establish-

ments and individuals, on behalf of whom, special sta-

tistical compilations may be conducted for provision 

that such compilations may be conducted on behalf of 

State or local officials, private concerns, or individ-

uals. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 94–521 struck out ‘‘the authority 

of’’ after ‘‘furnished under’’, substituted ‘‘any respond-

ent or other person’’ for ‘‘the persons’’, and inserted 

‘‘except in the prosecution of alleged violations of this 

title’’ after ‘‘relates,’’. 
1957—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 85–207, § 4(a), inserted sen-

tence at end respecting engagement in joint statistical 

projects. 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 85–207, § 4(b), required the deposit 

in a separate account of moneys received in payment 

for work or services, previously credited to an appro-

priation for collecting statistics, and permitted certain 

uses of such account. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–521 effective Oct. 17, 1976, 

see section 17 of Pub. L. 94–521, set out as a note under 

section 1 of this title. 

§ 9. Information as confidential; exception 

(a) Neither the Secretary, nor any other offi-

cer or employee of the Department of Commerce 

or bureau or agency thereof, or local govern-

ment census liaison, may, except as provided in 

section 8 or 16 or chapter 10 of this title or sec-

tion 210 of the Departments of Commerce, Jus-

tice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related 

Agencies Appropriations Act, 1998 or section 2(f) 

of the Census of Agriculture Act of 1997— 
(1) use the information furnished under the 

provisions of this title for any purpose other 

than the statistical purposes for which it is 

supplied; or 
(2) make any publication whereby the data 

furnished by any particular establishment or 

individual under this title can be identified; or 
(3) permit anyone other than the sworn offi-

cers and employees of the Department or bu-

reau or agency thereof to examine the individ-

ual reports. 

No department, bureau, agency, officer, or em-

ployee of the Government, except the Secretary 

in carrying out the purposes of this title, shall 

require, for any reason, copies of census reports 

which have been retained by any such establish-

ment or individual. Copies of census reports 

which have been so retained shall be immune 

from legal process, and shall not, without the 

consent of the individual or establishment con-

cerned, be admitted as evidence or used for any 

purpose in any action, suit, or other judicial or 

administrative proceeding. 

(b) The provisions of subsection (a) of this sec-

tion relating to the confidential treatment of 

data for particular individuals and establish-

ments, shall not apply to the censuses of govern-

ments provided for by subchapter III of chapter 

5 of this title, nor to interim current data pro-

vided for by subchapter IV of chapter 5 of this 

title as to the subjects covered by censuses of 

governments, with respect to any information 

obtained therefor that is compiled from, or cus-

tomarily provided in, public records. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1013; Pub. L. 

87–813, Oct. 15, 1962, 76 Stat. 922; Pub. L. 101–533, 

§ 5(b)(2), Nov. 7, 1990, 104 Stat. 2348; Pub. L. 

103–430, § 2(b), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4394; Pub. L. 

105–113, § 4(a)(1), Nov. 21, 1997, 111 Stat. 2276; Pub. 

L. 105–119, title II, § 210(k), Nov. 26, 1997, 111 Stat. 

2487.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., §§ 73, 83, 122, 208, 211, 

252, and section 1442 of title 42, U.S.C., 1952 ed., The 

Public Health and Welfare (Aug. 7, 1916, ch. 274, § 3, 39 

Stat. 437; Apr. 2, 1924, ch. 80, § 3, 43 Stat. 31; June 18, 

1929, ch. 28, §§ 8, 11, 21, 46 Stat. 23, 25, 26; July 25, 1947, 

ch. 331, 61 Stat. 457; June 19, 1948, ch. 502, § 2, 62 Stat. 

479; July 15, 1949, ch. 338, title VI, § 607, 63 Stat. 441; 

Sept. 7, 1950, ch. 910, § 2, 64 Stat. 784). 

Section consolidates parts of sections 73 and 83 of 

title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., part of section 208 of such title, 

section 211 of such title, that part of section 122 of such 

title which made such sections 208 and 211 applicable to 

the quinquennial censuses of manufacturers, the min-

eral industries, and other businesses (see subchapter I 

of chapter 5 of this revised title), that part of section 

252 of such title which made such sections 208 and 211 

applicable to the quinquennial censuses of governments 

(see subchapter III of chapter 5 of this revised title), 

the second proviso in such section 252, and that part of 

subsection (b) of section 1442 of title 42, U.S.C., 1952 ed., 

which made such sections 208 and 211 applicable to the 

decennial censuses of housing (see subchapter II of 

chapter 5 of this revised title). 

Words ‘‘except as provided in section 8 of this title’’ 

were inserted in opening phrase of subsection (a) for 

the purpose of clarity. 

References to the Secretary, the Department of Com-

merce and bureaus and agencies thereof, and to other 

officers and employees of such Department, bureaus or 

agencies, were substituted for references to the Direc-

tor of the Census, the ‘‘Census Office’’, and the enu-

meration (in section 208 of title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed.) of 

certain types of employees, for the purpose of com-

pleteness, and to conform with 1950 Reorganization 

Plan No. 5, §§ 1, 2, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 

1263. See Revision Note to section 4 of this title. 

The penal provisions of sections 73, 83, and 208 of title 

13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., prescribing penalties for wrongful 

disclosure of information, are set out in section 214 of 

this title. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

For remainder of sections 122, 208, and 252 of title 13, 

U.S.C., 1952 ed., and of section 1442 of title 42, U.S.C., 

1952 ed. (which section has been transferred in its en-

tirety to this revised title), see Distribution Table. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 210 of the Departments of Commerce, Justice, 

and State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appro-

priations Act, 1998, referred to in subsec. (a), is section 

210 of Pub. L. 105–119, title II, Nov. 26, 1997, 111 Stat. 

2483, which amended this section and enacted provi-

sions set out as a note under section 141 of this title. 

Section 2(f) of the Census of Agriculture Act of 1997, 

referred to in subsec. (a), is classified to section 2204g(f) 

of Title 7, Agriculture. 

AMENDMENTS 

1997—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–119, which directed the 

substitution, in introductory provisions, of ‘‘of this 

title or section 210 of the Departments of Commerce, 

Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies 

Appropriations Act, 1998—’’ for ‘‘of this title—’’, was 

executed by substituting ‘‘of this title or section 210 of 

the Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the 

Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 

1998’’ for ‘‘of this title’’ to reflect the probable intent of 

Congress and the amendment by Pub. L. 105–113. See 

below. 

Pub. L. 105–113 inserted ‘‘or section 2(f) of the Census 

of Agriculture Act of 1997’’ after ‘‘chapter 10 of this 

title’’. 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–430 inserted ‘‘or local 

government census liaison,’’ after ‘‘thereof,’’ and ‘‘or 

16’’ after ‘‘section 8’’. 

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–533 inserted ‘‘or chapter 

10’’ after ‘‘section 8’’. 

1962—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 87–813 inserted sentences 

stating that no department, bureau, agency, officer, or 

employee of the Government, except the Secretary in 

carrying out the purposes of this title, shall require, for 

any reason, copies of census reports which have been 

retained by any such establishment or individual, and 

providing that copies of census reports which have been 

so retained shall be immune from legal process, and 

shall not, without the consent of the individual or es-

tablishment, be admitted as evidence or used for any 

purpose in any action, suit or other judicial or adminis-

trative proceeding. 

[§ 10. Repealed. Pub. L. 86–682, § 12(a), Sept. 2, 
1960, 74 Stat. 708, eff. Sept. 1, 1960] 

Section, act Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, § 1, 68 Stat. 1014, re-

lated to free transmittal of official mail in census mat-

ters. 

§ 11. Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated, out of 

the Treasury of the United States, such sums as 

may be necessary to carry out all provisions of 

this title. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1014.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Section is new, and has been inserted to supply the 

customary authorization of appropriations necessary in 

carrying out any of the provisions of this title. 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS WORKING CAPITAL FUND 

Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(a) [title II, § 210], 

Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009, 3009–41, provided that: 

‘‘There is hereby established the Bureau of the Census 

Working Capital Fund, which shall be available with-

out fiscal year limitation, for expenses and equipment 

necessary for the maintenance and operation of such 

services and projects as the Director of the Census Bu-

reau determines may be performed more advan-

tageously when centralized: Provided, That such central 

services shall, to the fullest extent practicable, be used 

to make unnecessary the maintenance of separate like 

services in the divisions and offices of the Bureau: Pro-

vided further, That a separate schedule of expenditures 

and reimbursements, and a statement of the current as-

sets and liabilities of the Working Capital Fund as of 

the close of the last completed fiscal year, shall be pre-

pared each year: Provided further, That notwithstanding 

31 U.S.C. 3302, the Working Capital Fund may be cred-

ited with advances and reimbursements from applicable 

appropriations of the Bureau and from funds of other 

agencies or entities for services furnished pursuant to 

law: Provided further, That any inventories, equipment, 

and other assets pertaining to the services to be pro-

vided by such funds, either on hand or on order, less the 

related liabilities or unpaid obligations, and any appro-

priations made hereafter for the purpose of providing 

capital, shall be used to capitalize the Working Capital 

Fund: Provided further, That the Working Capital Fund 

shall provide for centralized services at rates which 

will return in full all expenses of operation, including 

depreciation of fund plant and equipment, amortization 

of automated data processing software and hardware 

systems, and an amount necessary to maintain a rea-

sonable operating reserve as determined by the Direc-

tor.’’ 

§ 12. Mechanical and electronic development 

The Secretary is authorized to have conducted 

mechanical and electronic development work as 

he determines is needed to further the functions 

and duties of carrying out the purposes of this 

title and may enter into such developmental 

contracts as he may determine to be in the best 

interest of the Government. 

(Added Pub. L. 85–207, § 5, Aug. 28, 1957, 71 Stat. 

481.) 

§ 13. Procurement of professional services 

The Secretary shall have authority to con-

tract with educational and other research orga-

nizations for the preparation of monographs and 

other reports and materials of a similar nature. 

(Added Pub. L. 85–207, § 5, Aug. 28, 1957, 71 Stat. 

481.) 

[§ 14. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–473, § 2(a), June 29, 
1966, 80 Stat. 221] 

Section, added Pub. L. 87–489, § 1(a), June 19, 1962, 76 

Stat. 104, provided for reimbursement between appro-

priations. See section 1534 of Title 31, Money and Fi-

nance. 

REPEALS 

Pub. L. 89–473, June 29, 1966, 80 Stat. 221, which re-

pealed this section and struck out item 14 in the analy-

sis of sections comprising this chapter, was itself re-

pealed by Pub. L. 97–258, § 5(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 

1068. 

§ 15. Leases for 1980 decennial census 

The 15 percent limitation contained in section 

322 1 of the Act of June 30, 1932 (47 Stat. 412) shall 

not apply to leases entered into by the Sec-

retary for the purpose of carrying out the 1980 

decennial census, but no lease may be entered 

into for such purpose at a rental in excess of 105 

percent of the appraised fair annual rental of 

the leased premises, or a proportionate part of 

the appraised fair annual rental in the case of a 

lease for less than a year. 

(Added Pub. L. 96–52, § 1(a), Aug. 13, 1979, 93 Stat. 

358; amended Pub. L. 108–178, § 4(c), Dec. 15, 2003, 

117 Stat. 2641.) 
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REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 322 of the Act of June 30, 1932 (47 Stat. 412), 

referred to in text, was repealed by Pub. L. 100–678, § 7, 

Nov. 17, 1988, 102 Stat. 4052. 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Pub. L. 108–178 struck out ‘‘; 40 U.S.C. 278a’’ 

after ‘‘47 Stat. 412’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 108–178 effective Aug. 21, 2002, 

see section 5 of Pub. L. 108–178, set out as a note under 

section 5334 of Title 5, Government Organization and 

Employees. 

§ 16. Address information reviewed by States and 
local governments 

(a) The Secretary, to assist efforts to ensure 

the accuracy of censuses and surveys under this 

title, shall— 

(1) publish standards defining the content 

and structure of address information which 

States and local units of general purpose gov-

ernment may submit to the Secretary to be 

used in developing a national address list; 

(2)(A) develop and publish a timetable for 

the Bureau to receive, review, and respond to 

submissions of information under paragraph 

(1) before the decennial census date; and 

(B) provide for a response by the Bureau 

with respect to such submissions in which the 

Bureau specifies its determinations regarding 

such information and the reasons for such de-

terminations; and 

(3) be subject to the review process devel-

oped under section 3 of the Census Address 

List Improvement Act of 1994 relating to re-

sponses pursuant to paragraph (2). 

(b)(1) The Secretary— 

(A) shall provide officials who are designated 

as census liaisons by a local unit of general 

purpose government with access to census ad-

dress information for the purpose of verifying 

the accuracy of the address information of the 

Bureau for census and survey purposes; and 

(B) together with such access, should pro-

vide an explanation of duties and obligations 

under this title. 

(2) Access under paragraph (1) shall be limited 

to address information concerning addresses 

within the local unit of general purpose govern-

ment represented by the census liaison or an ad-

jacent local unit of general purpose government. 

(3) The Bureau should respond to each recom-

mendation made by a census liaison concerning 

the accuracy of address information, including 

the determination (and reasons therefor) of the 

Bureau regarding each such recommendation. 

(4) For the purposes of paragraph (1), in a case 

in which a local unit of general purpose govern-

ment is within another local unit of general pur-

pose government and is not independent of the 

enclosing unit, the census liaison shall be des-

ignated by the local unit of general purpose gov-

ernment which is within the enclosing local unit 

of general purpose government. 

(5) A census liaison may not use information 

made available under paragraph (1) for any pur-

pose other than the purpose specified in para-

graph (1). 

(c) For the purposes of this section— 

(1) the term ‘‘local unit of general purpose 

government’’ has the meaning given such term 

by section 184(1) of this title; and 

(2) the term ‘‘State’’ includes the District of 

Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 

the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 

Islands, American Samoa, Guam, the Virgin 

Islands, and any other territory or possession 

of the United States. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–430, § 2(a), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 

Stat. 4393.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 3 of the Census Address List Improvement 

Act of 1994, referred to in subsec. (a)(3), is section 3 of 

Pub. L. 103–430, set out below. 

DEVELOPMENT OF APPEALS PROCESS BY ADMINISTRATOR 

OF OFFICE OF INFORMATION AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

Section 3 of Pub. L. 103–430 provided that: ‘‘The Ad-

ministrator of the Office of Information and Regu-

latory Affairs, acting through the Chief Statistician 

and in consultation with the Bureau of the Census, 

shall develop an appeals process for those States and 

local units of general purpose government which desire 

to appeal determinations of the Bureau of the Census 

pursuant to section 16(a)(2) or (b)(3) of title 13, United 

States Code. Appeals under such process shall be re-

solved before the decennial census date. The Chief Stat-

istician shall publish the proposed appeals process for a 

period of public comment before finalizing such proc-

ess.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER II—OFFICERS AND 

EMPLOYEES 

§ 21. Director of the Census; duties 

The Bureau shall be headed by a Director of 

the Census, appointed by the President, by and 

with the advice and consent of the Senate. The 

Director shall perform such duties as may be 

imposed upon him by law, regulations, or orders 

of the Secretary. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1014.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., § 2 (Mar. 6, 1902, ch. 

139, § 3, 32 Stat. 51; June 18, 1929, ch. 28, § 21, 46 Stat. 26). 

The provision of section 2 of title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., 

which imposed upon the Director the duty to super-

intend and direct the taking of censuses of the United 

States was omitted in view of 1950 Reorganization Plan 

No. 5, effective May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1263, 

which transferred all functions of all officers, employ-

ees, bureaus, and agencies of the Department of Com-

merce to the Secretary of Commerce, and this title, as 

revised, vests such duty in the Secretary. However, 

under section 4 of this title, he may delegate his func-

tions hereunder. 

‘‘Bureau’’ was substituted for ‘‘permanent Census Of-

fice’’. See Revision Note to section 2 of this title. 

At the end of this section, references to regulations, 

and to orders of the Secretary, were added after ‘‘law’’ 

in view of the changes effected by 1950 Reorganization 

Plan No. 5, referred to above. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

§ 22. Qualifications of permanent personnel 

All permanent officers and employees of the 

Bureau shall be citizens of the United States. 

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1014; Pub. L. 

86–769, § 1, Sept. 13, 1960, 74 Stat. 911.) 
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