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tion and section 288 of this title] are effective as of the
original date of enactment [Sept. 24, 1963] of the sec-
tions thereby amended.”

TEMPORARY APPOINTMENTS PRIOR TO
SEPTEMBER 24, 1963

Savings provisions in section 5(e) of Pub. L. 88-130
considering officers appointed with temporary commis-
sions prior to Sept. 24, 1963, as appointed under this sec-
tion, are set out as a note under section 211 of this
title.

§ 215. Rank of warrant officers

(a) Among warrant officer grades, warrant of-
ficers of a higher numerical designation are sen-
ior to warrant officer grades of a lower numeri-
cal designation.

(b) Warrant officers shall take precedence in
the grade to which appointed in accordance with
the dates of their commissions as commaissioned
officers in the Coast Guard in such grade. Prece-
dence among warrant officers of the same grade
who have the same date of commission shall be
determined by regulations prescribed by the
Secretary.

(Added Pub. L. 103-337, div. A, title V, §541(e)(1),
Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2766.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective on the first day of the fourth month
beginning after Oct. 5, 1994, see section 541(h) of Pub. L.
103-337, set out as an Effective Date of 1994 Amendment
note under section 571 of Title 10, Armed Forces.

§216. Director of Boating Safety Office

The initial appointment of the Director of the
Boating Safety Office shall be in the grade of
Captain.

(Added Pub. L. 109-241, title II, §215(a), July 11,
2006, 120 Stat. 525.)

[§§ 221 to 232. Repealed. Pub. L. 88-130, § 1(10)(A),
Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 177]

Section 221, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 512, au-
thorized filling of vacancies in active list of regular
commissioned officers. See sections 251, 271(b) of this
title.

Section 222, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 512; May
14, 1960, Pub. L. 86-474, §1(16), 74 Stat. 146, related to
promotion to flag rank. See section 256 of this title.

Section 223, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 512, re-
lated to methods and criteria used in filling of vacan-
cies by promotion. See sections 271, 294, and 335, of this
title.

Section 224, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 512, au-
thorized filling of vacancies by appointment. See sec-
tion 211 et seq. of this title.

Section 225, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 513, au-
thorized President to make permanent appointments.
See section 571 et seq. of Title 10, Armed Forces.

Section 226, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 513, au-
thorized appointment of temporary commissioned offi-
cers. See section 214 of this title.

Section 227, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 514; May
5, 1950, ch. 169, §15, 64 Stat. 148, related to promotion
and discharge of temporary commissioned officers. See
sections 275, 284 of this title.

Section 228, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 514, au-
thorized appointment of commissioned warrant offi-
cers. See section 571 et seq. of Title 10, Armed Forces.

Section 229, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 514, re-
lated to revocation of commissions during first three
years of service. See section 281 et seq. of this title.

Section 230, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 514; May
29, 1954, ch. 249, §19(h), 68 Stat. 167, related to compul-
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sory retirement of commissioned officers, with excep-
tion of commissioned warrant officers, at age 62. See
section 293 of this title.

Section 231, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 514, re-
lated to voluntary retirement after 30 years service.
See section 292 of this title.

Section 232, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 514;
Aug. 4, 1955, ch. 553, §2, 69 Stat. 493, related to vol-
untary retirement after 20 years service. See section
291 of this title.

[§233. Repealed. Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, §36, 64
Stat. 408]

Section, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 515, related
to retirement for disabilities incident to service. See
sections 1204 and 1376 of Title 10, Armed Forces.

ADDITIONAL REPEAL

Section was also repealed by Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(A),
Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 177.

[§§234 to 238. Repealed. Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(A),
Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 177]

Section 234, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 515;
Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, §5, 64 Stat. 406, related to retire-
ment for failure in physical examination for pro-
motion. See section 294 of this title.

Section 235, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 515, re-
lated to designation and assembly of a personnel board,
its procedure and its recommendations. See sections 251
to 254 of this title.

Section 236, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 516, re-
lated to involuntary retirement after 30 years’ service.

Section 237, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 516, re-
lated to involuntary retirement after 10 years’ service.

Section 238, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 516, re-
lated to voluntary retirement when out of line of pro-
motion.

[§239. Repealed. Pub. L. 86-155, §10(a)(1), Aug.
11, 1959, 73 Stat. 338]

Section, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 516; Aug. 3,
1950, ch. 536, §6, 64 Stat. 406, authorized advancement to
a higher grade upon retirement in case of special com-
mendation.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Section 10(b) of Pub. L. 86-155 provided that repeal of
this section and section 309 of this title shall become
effective on Nov. 1, 1959.

ADDITIONAL REPEAL

Section was also repealed by Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(A),
Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 177.

[§§ 240 to 244. Repealed. Pub. L. 88-130, § 1(10)(A),
Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 177]

Section 240, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 517;
Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, §7, 64 Stat. 407, authorized recall of
retired officers in time of war or national emergency.
See section 331 of this title.

Section 241, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 517;
Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, §8, 64 Stat. 407, related to recall to
active duty with the consent of the officer. See section
332 of this title.

Section 242, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 517;
Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, §9, 64 Stat. 407, related to relief of
retired officers promoted while on active duty. See sec-
tion 333 of this title.

Section 243, acts Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 517;
Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, §10, 64 Stat. 407; Aug. 14, 1957, Pub.
L. 85-144, §1, 71 Stat. 366, related to retirement in cases
where a higher grade has been held. See section 334 of
this title.

Section 244, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 517, re-
lated to resignation when out of line of promotion.



[§§ 245, 246

[§§ 245, 246. Repealed. Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, § 36,
64 Stat. 408]

Section 245, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 517, re-
lated to retiring or dropping for disabilities not inci-
dent to service. See section 1207 of Title 10, Armed
Forces.

Section 246, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 518, re-
lated to dropping for disabilities due to vicious habits.
See section 1207 of Title 10.

ADDITIONAL REPEAL

Sections were also repealed by Pub. L. 88-130,
§1(10)(A), Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 177.

[§§ 247, 248. Repealed. Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(A),
Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 177]

Section 247, added act Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 684, §1(2), 69
Stat. 620; amended May 14, 1960, Pub. L. 86-474, §1(17),
74 Stat. 146, related to involuntary retirement of rear
admirals and to their retention on active list. See sec-
tion 290 of this title.

Section 248, added act Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 684, §1(2), 69
Stat. 620, related to involuntary retirement of captains
and to their retention on active list. See section 289 of
this title.

B. SELECTION FOR PROMOTION

§251. Selection boards; convening of boards

At least once a year and at such other times
as the needs of the service require, the Sec-
retary shall convene selection boards to rec-
ommend for promotion to the next higher grade
officers on the active duty promotion list in
each grade from lieutenant (junior grade)
through captain, with separate boards for each
grade. However, the Secretary is not required to
convene a board to recommend officers for pro-
motion to a grade when no vacancies exist in
the grade concerned, and he estimates that none
will occur in the next twelve months.

(Added Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(C), Sept. 24, 1963, 77
Stat. 178.)

§ 252. Selection boards; composition of boards

A board convened under section 251 of this
title shall consist of five or more officers on the
active duty promotion list who are serving in or
above the grade to which the board may rec-
ommend officers for promotion. No officer may
be a member of two successive boards convened
to consider officers of the same grade for pro-
motion.

(Added Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(C), Sept. 24, 1963, 77
Stat. 179.)

§253. Selection boards; notice of convening; com-
munication with board

(a) Before a board is convened under section
261 of this title, notice of the convening date,
the promotion zone to be considered, the officers
eligible for consideration, and the number of of-
ficers the board may recommend for promotion
shall be given to the service at large.

(b) Each officer eligible for consideration by a
selection board convened under section 251 of
this title may send a communication through
official channels to the board, to arrive not later
than the date the board convenes, inviting at-
tention to any matter of record in the armed
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forces concerning himself. A communication
sent under this section may not criticize any of-
ficer or reflect upon the character, conduct, or
motive of any officer.

(Added Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(C), Sept. 24, 1963, 77
Stat. 179; amended Pub. L. 89-444, §1(15), June 9,
1966, 80 Stat. 196.)
AMENDMENTS
1966—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 89-444 added officers eligible
for consideration to list of items for which notice must

be given to the service at large before a board is con-
vened under section 251 of this title.

§ 254. Selection boards; oath of members

Each member of a selection board shall swear
that he will, without prejudice or partiality, and
having in view both the special fitness of offi-
cers and the efficiency of the Coast Guard, per-
form the duties imposed upon him.

(Added Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(C), Sept. 24, 1963, 77
Stat. 179.)

§255. Number of officers to be selected for pro-
motion

Before convening a board under section 251 of
this title to recommend officers for promotion
to any grade, the Secretary shall determine the
total number of officers to be selected for pro-
motion to that grade. This number shall be
equal to the number of vacancies existing in the
grade, plus the number of additional vacancies
estimated for the next twelve months, less the
number of officers on the selection list for the
grade.

(Added Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(C), Sept. 24, 1963, 77
Stat. 179.)

§ 256. Promotion zones

(a) Before convening a selection board to rec-
ommend officers for promotion to any grade
above lieutenant (junior grade) and below rear
admiral (lower half), the Secretary shall estab-
lish a promotion zone for the grade to be consid-
ered. The promotion zone for each grade shall
consist of the most senior officers of that grade
on the active duty promotion list who are eligi-
ble for consideration for promotion to the next
higher grade and who have not previously been
placed in a promotion zone for selection for pro-
motion to the next higher grade. The number of
officers in each zone shall be determined after
considering—

(1) the needs of the service;

(2) the estimated numbers of vacancies
available in future years to provide com-
parable opportunity for promotion of officers
in successive year groups; and

(3) the extent to which current terms of
service in that grade conform to a desirable
career promotion pattern.

However, such number of officers shall not ex-
ceed the number to be selected for promotion di-
vided by six-tenths.

(b) Promotion zones from which officers will
be selected for promotion to the grade of rear
admiral (lower half) shall be established by the
Secretary as the needs of the service require.

(Added Pub. L. 88-130, §1(10)(C), Sept. 24, 1963, 77
Stat. 179; amended Pub. L. 89-444, §1(16), June 9,
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