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§ 1341. Interference with functions of Commis-
sion 

(a) Interfering with or influencing the Commis-
sion or its employees 

It shall be unlawful for any person (1) to pre-
vent or attempt to prevent, by force, intimida-
tion, threat, or in any other manner, any mem-
ber or employee of the commission from exercis-
ing the functions imposed upon the commission 
by this subtitle, or (2) to induce, or attempt to 
induce, by like means any such member or em-
ployee to make any decision or order, or to take 
any action, with respect to any matter within 
the authority of the commission. 

(b) Penalty 

Any person who violates any of the provisions 
of this section shall, upon conviction thereof, be 
fined not more than $1,000 or imprisonment for 
not more than one year, or both. 

(c) ‘‘Person’’ defined 

As used in this section the term ‘‘person’’ in-
cludes an individual, corporation, association, 
partnership, or any other organization or group 
of individuals. 

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title III, § 341, 46 Stat. 707.) 

PART III—PROMOTION OF FOREIGN TRADE 

§ 1351. Foreign trade agreements 

(a) Authority of President; modification and de-
crease of duties; altering import restrictions 

(1) For the purpose of expanding foreign mar-
kets for the products of the United States (as a 
means of assisting in establishing and maintain-
ing a better relationship among various 
branches of American agriculture, industry, 
mining, and commerce) by regulating the admis-
sion of foreign goods into the United States in 
accordance with the characteristics and needs of 
various branches of American production so 
that foreign markets will be made available to 
those branches of American production which 
require and are capable of developing such out-
lets by affording corresponding market opportu-
nities for foreign products in the United States, 
the President, whenever he finds as a fact that 
any existing duties or other import restrictions 
of the United States or any foreign country are 
unduly burdening and restricting the foreign 
trade of the United States and that the purpose 
above declared will be promoted by the means 
hereinafter specified, is authorized from time to 
time— 

(A) To enter into foreign trade agreements 
with foreign governments or instrumentalities 
thereof: Provided, That the enactment of the 
Trade Agreements Extension Act of 1955 shall 
not be construed to determine or indicate the 
approval or disapproval by the Congress of the 
executive agreement known as the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 

(B) To proclaim such modifications of exist-
ing duties and other import restrictions, or 
such additional import restrictions, or such 
continuance, and for such minimum periods, 
of existing customs or excise treatment of any 
article covered by foreign trade agreements, 
as are required or appropriate to carry out any 

foreign trade agreement that the President 
has entered into hereunder. 

(2) No proclamation pursuant to paragraph 
(1)(B) of this subsection shall be made— 

(A) Increasing by more than 50 per centum 
any rate of duty existing on July 1, 1934; ex-
cept that a specific rate of duty existing on 
July 1, 1934, may be converted to its ad valo-
rem equivalent based on the value of imports 
of the article concerned during the calendar 
year 1934 (determined in the same manner as 
provided in subparagraph (D)(ii)) and the proc-
lamation may provide an ad valorem rate of 
duty not in excess of 50 per centum above such 
ad valorem equivalent. 

(B) Transferring any article between the du-
tiable and free lists. 

(C) In order to carry out a foreign trade 
agreement entered into by the President be-
fore June 12, 1955, or with respect to which no-
tice of intention to negotiate was published in 
the Federal Register on November 16, 1954, de-
creasing by more than 50 per centum any rate 
of duty existing on January 1, 1945. 

(D) In order to carry out a foreign trade 
agreement entered into by the President on or 
after June 12, 1955, and before July 1, 1958, de-
creasing (except as provided in subparagraph 
(C) of this paragraph) any rate of duty below 
the lowest of the following rates: 

(i) The rate 15 per centum below the rate 
existing on January 1, 1955. 

(ii) In the case of any article subject to an 
ad valorem rate of duty above 50 per centum 
(or a combination of ad valorem rates aggre-
gating more than 50 per centum), the rate 50 
per centum ad valorem (or a combination of 
ad valorem rates aggregating 50 per cen-
tum). In the case of any article subject to a 
specific rate of duty (or a combination of 
rates including a specific rate) the ad valo-
rem equivalent of which has been deter-
mined by the President to have been above 
50 per centum during a period determined by 
the President to be a representative period, 
the rate 50 per centum ad valorem or the 
rate (or a combination of rates), however 
stated, the ad valorem equivalent of which 
the President determines would have been 50 
per centum during such period. The stand-
ards of valuation contained in section 1401a 
of this title (as in effect, with respect to the 
article concerned, during the representative 
period) shall be utilized by the President, to 
the maximum extent he finds such utiliza-
tion practicable, in making the determina-
tions under the preceding sentence. 

(E) In order to carry out a foreign trade 
agreement entered into by the President on or 
after July 1, 1958, decreasing any rate of duty 
below the lowest of the rates provided for in 
paragraph (4)(A) of this subsection. 

(3)(A) Subject to the provisions of subpara-
graphs (B) and (C) of this paragraph and of sub-
paragraph (B) of paragraph (4) of this sub-
section, the provisions of any proclamation 
made under paragraph (1)(B) of this subsection, 
and the provisions of any proclamation of sus-
pension under paragraph (5) of this subsection, 
shall be in effect from and after such time as is 
specified in the proclamation. 
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