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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘(3)’’. 

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 627, as added 
Pub. L. 98–573, title II, § 205, Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 
2974.) 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (c)(2), ‘‘section 40102(a)(6) of title 49’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘section 101(5) of the Federal Aviation Act 
of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1301(5))’’ on authority of Pub. L. 
103–272, § 6(b), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1378, the first sec-
tion of which enacted subtitles II, III, and V to X of 
Title 49, Transportation. 

Another section 627 of act June 17, 1930, as added by 
Pub. L. 98–547, title III, § 302, Oct. 25, 1984, 98 Stat. 2771, 
was classified to section 1627 of this title and subse-
quently repealed. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on 15th day after Oct. 30, 1984, see 
section 214(a), (b) of Pub. L. 98–573, set out as an Effec-
tive Date of 1984 Amendment note under section 1304 of 
this title. 

§ 1628. Exchange of information 

(a) In general 

The Secretary may by regulation authorize 
customs officers to exchange information or 
documents with foreign customs and law en-
forcement agencies if the Secretary reasonably 
believes the exchange of information is nec-
essary to— 

(1) insure compliance with any law or regu-
lation enforced or administered by the Cus-
toms Service; 

(2) administer or enforce multilateral or bi-
lateral agreements to which the United States 
is a party; 

(3) assist in investigative, judicial and quasi- 
judicial proceedings in the United States; and 

(4) an action comparable to any of those de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) through (4) 1 under-
taken by a foreign customs or law enforce-
ment agency, or in relation to a proceeding in 
a foreign country. 

(b) Nondisclosure and uses of information pro-
vided 

(1) Information may be provided to foreign 
customs and law enforcement agencies under 
subsection (a) of this section only if the Sec-
retary obtains assurances from such agencies 
that such information will be held in confidence 
and used only for the law enforcement purposes 
for which such information is provided to such 
agencies by the Secretary. 

(2) No information may be provided under sub-
section (a) of this section to any foreign cus-
toms or law enforcement agency that has vio-
lated any assurances described in paragraph (1). 

(c) Government agency of NAFTA country 

The Secretary may authorize the Customs 
Service to exchange information with any gov-
ernment agency of a NAFTA country, as defined 
in section 3301(4) of this title, if the Secretary— 

(1) reasonably believes the exchange of infor-
mation is necessary to implement chapter 3, 4, 
or 5 of the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment, and 

(2) obtains assurances from such country 
that the information will be held in confidence 
and used only for governmental purposes. 

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 628, as added 
Pub. L. 99–570, title III, § 3127, Oct. 27, 1986, 100 
Stat. 3207–89; amended Pub. L. 103–182, title II, 
§ 209, Dec. 8, 1993, 107 Stat. 2098.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–182 added subsec. (c). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–182 effective on the date 
the North American Free Trade Agreement enters into 
force with respect to the United States [Jan. 1, 1994], 
see section 213(b) of Pub. L. 103–182, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note under section 3331 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the United States Customs Service of the 
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the 
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and 
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department 
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section 
542 of Title 6. 

§ 1629. Inspections and preclearance in foreign 
countries 

(a) In general 

When authorized by treaty or executive agree-
ment, the Secretary may station customs offi-
cers in foreign countries for the purpose of ex-
amining persons and merchandise prior to their 
arrival in, or subsequent to their exit from, the 
United States. 

(b) Functions and duties 

Customs officers stationed in a foreign coun-
try under subsection (a) of this section may ex-
ercise such functions and perform such duties 
(including inspections, searches, seizures and ar-
rests) as may be permitted by the treaty, agree-
ment or law of the country in which they are 
stationed. 

(c) Compliance 

The Secretary may by regulation require com-
pliance with the customs laws of the United 
States in a foreign country and, in such a case 
the customs laws and other civil and criminal 
laws of the United States relating to the impor-
tation or exportation of merchandise, filing of 
false statements, and the unlawful removal of 
merchandise from customs custody shall apply 
in the same manner as if the foreign station is 
a port of entry or exit within the customs terri-
tory of the United States. 

(d) Seizures 

When authorized by treaty, agreement or for-
eign law, merchandise which is subject to sei-
zure or forfeiture under United States law may 
be seized in a foreign country and transported 
under customs custody to the customs territory 
to the United States to be proceeded against 
under the customs law. 

(e) Stationing of foreign customs and agriculture 
inspection officers in the United States 

The Secretary of State, in coordination with 
the Secretary and the Secretary of Agriculture, 
may enter into agreements with any foreign 
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