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EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter effective Oct. 1, 1979, see section 402(c) of 
Pub. L. 95–598, set out as a note preceding section 101 
of Title 11, Bankruptcy. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 99–554 provided: ‘‘That this Act 
[enacting section 589a of this title and section 307 and 
chapter 12 of Title 11, Bankruptcy, amending this sec-
tion, sections 49, 96, 152, 156, 157, 526, 582, 584 to 587, 604, 
1334, and 1930 of this title, sections 101 to 103, 105, 108, 
109, 303, 321, 322, 324, 326, 327, 329, 330, 341, 343, 345 to 348, 
362 to 365, 502, 503, 521 to 524, 546 to 549, 554, 557, 701, 703 
to 707, 724, 726 to 728, 743, 1102, 1104 to 1106, 1112, 1121, 
1129, 1163, 1202, 1302, 1306, 1307, and 1324 to 1326 of Title 
11, Bankruptcy Form No. 1, set out in the Appendix to 
Title 11, repealing chapters 11 and 12 of Title 11, enact-
ing provisions set out as notes under this section and 
section 589 of this title, amending provisions set out as 
notes preceding this section and under section 152 of 
this title, and repealing provisions set out as a note 
preceding this section] may be cited as the ‘‘Bank-
ruptcy Judges, United States Trustees, and Family 
Farmer Bankruptcy Act of 1986’.’’ 

BANKRUPTCY CRIMES 

Pub. L. 109–162, title XI, § 1175, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 
3125, provided that: ‘‘The Director of the Executive Of-
fice for United States Trustees shall prepare an annual 
report to the Congress detailing— 

‘‘(1) the number and types of criminal referrals 
made by the United States Trustee Program; 

‘‘(2) the outcomes of each criminal referral; 
‘‘(3) for any year in which the number of criminal 

referrals is less than for the prior year, an expla-
nation of the decrease; and 

‘‘(4) the United States Trustee Program’s efforts to 
prevent bankruptcy fraud and abuse, particularly 
with respect to the establishment of uniform internal 
controls to detect common, higher risk frauds, such 
as a debtor’s failure to disclose all assets.’’ 

§ 582. Assistant United States trustees 

(a) The Attorney General may appoint one or 
more assistant United States trustees in any re-
gion when the public interest so requires. 

(b) Each assistant United States trustee is 
subject to removal by the Attorney General. 

(Added Pub. L. 95–598, title II, § 224(a), Nov. 6, 
1978, 92 Stat. 2663; amended Pub. L. 99–554, title 
I, § 111(d), Oct. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 3091.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section 408(c) of Pub. L. 95–598, as amended, which 
provided for the repeal of this section and the deletion 
of any references to United States Trustees in this title 
at a prospective date, was repealed by section 307(b) of 
Pub. L. 99–554. See note set out preceding section 581 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–554, § 111(d)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘region’’ for ‘‘district’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–554, § 111(d)(2), struck out ‘‘for 
cause’’ after ‘‘removal’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–554 effective 30 days after 
Oct. 27, 1986, see section 302(a) of Pub. L. 99–554, set out 
as a note under section 581 of this title. 

APPOINTMENT OF UNITED STATES TRUSTEES BY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

For sense of Congress concerning consideration of es-
tate administrators under title 11 by the Attorney Gen-
eral for appointment under this section as U.S. trustee 

and assistant U.S. trustee, see section 309 of Pub. L. 
99–554, set out as a note under section 581 of this title. 

§ 583. Oath of office 

Each United States trustee and assistant 
United States trustee, before taking office, shall 
take an oath to execute faithfully his duties. 

(Added Pub. L. 95–598, title II, § 224(a), Nov. 6, 
1978, 92 Stat. 2663.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section 408(c) of Pub. L. 95–598, as amended, which 
provided for the repeal of this section and the deletion 
of any references to United States Trustees in this title 
at a prospective date, was repealed by section 307(b) of 
Pub. L. 99–554. See note set out preceding section 581 of 
this title. 

§ 584. Official stations 

The Attorney General may determine the offi-
cial stations of the United States trustees and 
assistant United States trustees within the re-
gions for which they were appointed. 

(Added Pub. L. 95–598, title II, § 224(a), Nov. 6, 
1978, 92 Stat. 2663; amended Pub. L. 99–554, title 
I, § 144(d), Oct. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 3096.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section 408(c) of Pub. L. 95–598, as amended, which 
provided for the repeal of this section and the deletion 
of any references to United States Trustees in this title 
at a prospective date, was repealed by section 307(b) of 
Pub. L. 99–554. See note set out preceding section 581 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–554 substituted ‘‘regions’’ for ‘‘dis-
tricts’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–554 effective 30 days after 
Oct. 27, 1986, see section 302(a) of Pub. L. 99–554, set out 
as a note under section 581 of this title. 

§ 585. Vacancies 

(a) The Attorney General may appoint an act-
ing United States trustee for a region in which 
the office of the United States trustee is vacant. 
The individual so appointed may serve until the 
date on which the vacancy is filled by appoint-
ment under section 581 of this title or by des-
ignation under subsection (b) of this section. 

(b) The Attorney General may designate a 
United States trustee to serve in not more than 
two regions for such time as the public interest 
requires. 

(Added Pub. L. 95–598, title II, § 224(a), Nov. 6, 
1978, 92 Stat. 2663; amended Pub. L. 99–554, title 
I, § 112, Oct. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 3091.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section 408(c) of Pub. L. 95–598, as amended, which 
provided for the repeal of this section and the deletion 
of any references to United States Trustees in this title 
at a prospective date, was repealed by section 307(b) of 
Pub. L. 99–554. See note set out preceding section 581 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–554 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, section read as follows: ‘‘The Attorney 
General may appoint an acting United States trustee 
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1 So in original. The period probably should be a semicolon. 

for a district in which the office of United States trust-
ee is vacant, or may designate a United States trustee 
for another judicial district to serve as trustee for the 
district in which such vacancy exists. The individual so 
appointed or designated may serve until the earlier of 
90 days after such appointment or designation, as the 
case may be, or the date on which the vacancy is filled 
by appointment under section 581 of this title.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–554 effective 30 days after 
Oct. 27, 1986, see section 302(a) of Pub. L. 99–554, set out 
as a note under section 581 of this title. 

§ 586. Duties; supervision by Attorney General 

(a) Each United States trustee, within the re-
gion for which such United States trustee is ap-
pointed, shall— 

(1) establish, maintain, and supervise a panel 
of private trustees that are eligible and avail-
able to serve as trustees in cases under chap-
ter 7 of title 11; 

(2) serve as and perform the duties of a trust-
ee in a case under title 11 when required under 
title 11 to serve as trustee in such a case; 

(3) supervise the administration of cases and 
trustees in cases under chapter 7, 11, 12, 13, or 
15 of title 11 by, whenever the United States 
trustee considers it to be appropriate— 

(A)(i) reviewing, in accordance with proce-
dural guidelines adopted by the Executive 
Office of the United States Trustee (which 
guidelines shall be applied uniformly by the 
United States trustee except when circum-
stances warrant different treatment), appli-
cations filed for compensation and reim-
bursement under section 330 of title 11; and 

(ii) filing with the court comments with 
respect to such application and, if the 
United States Trustee considers it to be ap-
propriate, objections to such application.1 

(B) monitoring plans and disclosure state-
ments filed in cases under chapter 11 of title 
11 and filing with the court, in connection 
with hearings under sections 1125 and 1128 of 
such title, comments with respect to such 
plans and disclosure statements; 

(C) monitoring plans filed under chapters 
12 and 13 of title 11 and filing with the court, 
in connection with hearings under sections 
1224, 1229, 1324, and 1329 of such title, com-
ments with respect to such plans; 

(D) taking such action as the United 
States trustee deems to be appropriate to 
ensure that all reports, schedules, and fees 
required to be filed under title 11 and this 
title by the debtor are properly and timely 
filed; 

(E) monitoring creditors’ committees ap-
pointed under title 11; 

(F) notifying the appropriate United 
States attorney of matters which relate to 
the occurrence of any action which may con-
stitute a crime under the laws of the United 
States and, on the request of the United 
States attorney, assisting the United States 
attorney in carrying out prosecutions based 
on such action; 

(G) monitoring the progress of cases under 
title 11 and taking such actions as the 

United States trustee deems to be appro-
priate to prevent undue delay in such 
progress; 

(H) in small business cases (as defined in 
section 101 of title 11), performing the addi-
tional duties specified in title 11 pertaining 
to such cases; and 

(I) monitoring applications filed under sec-
tion 327 of title 11 and, whenever the United 
States trustee deems it to be appropriate, 
filing with the court comments with respect 
to the approval of such applications; 

(4) deposit or invest under section 345 of title 
11 money received as trustee in cases under 
title 11; 

(5) perform the duties prescribed for the 
United States trustee under title 11 and this 
title, and such duties consistent with title 11 
and this title as the Attorney General may 
prescribe; 

(6) make such reports as the Attorney Gen-
eral directs, including the results of audits 
performed under section 603(a) of the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Pro-
tection Act of 2005; 

(7) in each of such small business cases— 
(A) conduct an initial debtor interview as 

soon as practicable after the date of the 
order for relief but before the first meeting 
scheduled under section 341(a) of title 11, at 
which time the United States trustee shall— 

(i) begin to investigate the debtor’s via-
bility; 

(ii) inquire about the debtor’s business 
plan; 

(iii) explain the debtor’s obligations to 
file monthly operating reports and other 
required reports; 

(iv) attempt to develop an agreed sched-
uling order; and 

(v) inform the debtor of other obliga-
tions; 

(B) if determined to be appropriate and ad-
visable, visit the appropriate business prem-
ises of the debtor, ascertain the state of the 
debtor’s books and records, and verify that 
the debtor has filed its tax returns; and 

(C) review and monitor diligently the debt-
or’s activities, to identify as promptly as 
possible whether the debtor will be unable to 
confirm a plan; and 

(8) in any case in which the United States 
trustee finds material grounds for any relief 
under section 1112 of title 11, the United States 
trustee shall apply promptly after making 
that finding to the court for relief. 

(b) If the number of cases under chapter 12 or 
13 of title 11 commenced in a particular region 
so warrants, the United States trustee for such 
region may, subject to the approval of the At-
torney General, appoint one or more individuals 
to serve as standing trustee, or designate one or 
more assistant United States trustees to serve 
in cases under such chapter. The United States 
trustee for such region shall supervise any such 
individual appointed as standing trustee in the 
performance of the duties of standing trustee. 

(c) Each United States trustee shall be under 
the general supervision of the Attorney General, 
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