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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘thereon,’’. 

and, at the election of the contractor, with respect to 
any claim pending at such time before the contracting 
officer or initiated thereafter, see section 16 of Pub. L. 
95–563, set out as an Effective Date note under section 
601 of Title 41, Public Contracts. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1972 AMENDMENT 

Section 2 of Pub. L. 92–415 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[amending this section] shall be applicable to all judi-
cial proceedings pending on or instituted after the date 
of its enactment [Aug. 29, 1972].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–350 applicable to claims 
and civil actions dismissed before or pending on July 
23, 1970, if the claim or civil action was based upon a 
transaction, omission, or breach that occurred not 
more than six years prior to July 23, 1970, notwith-
standing a determination or judgment made prior to 
July 23, 1970, that the United States district courts or 
the United States Court of Claims did not have juris-
diction to entertain a suit on an express or implied con-
tract with a nonappropriated fund instrumentality of 
the United States, see section 2 of Pub. L. 91–350, set 
out as a note under section 1346 of this title. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Section 12(e) of Pub. L. 104–320 provided that: 
‘‘(1) ORDERS.—A termination under subsection (d) [set 

out below] shall not terminate the effectiveness of or-
ders that have been issued by a court in connection 
with an action within the jurisdiction of that court on 
or before December 31, 2000. Such orders shall continue 
in effect according to their terms until modified, termi-
nated, superseded, set aside, or revoked by a court of 
competent jurisdiction or by operation of law. 

‘‘(2) PROCEEDINGS AND APPLICATIONS.—(A) a termi-
nation under subsection (d) shall not affect the juris-
diction of a court of the United States to continue with 
any proceeding that is pending before the court on De-
cember 31, 2000. 

‘‘(B) Orders may be issued in any such proceeding, ap-
peals may be taken therefrom, and payments may be 
made pursuant to such orders, as if such termination 
had not occurred. An order issued in any such proceed-
ing shall continue in effect until modified, terminated, 
superseded, set aside, or revoked by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction or by operation of law. 

‘‘(C) Nothing in this paragraph prohibits the dis-
continuance or modification of any such proceeding 
under the same terms and conditions and to the same 
extent that proceeding could have been discontinued or 
modified absent such termination.’’ 

SUNSET PROVISION 

Section 12(d) of Pub. L. 104–320 provided that: ‘‘The 
jurisdiction of the district courts of the United States 
over the actions described in section 1491(b)(1) of title 
28, United States Code (as amended by subsection (a) of 
this section) shall terminate on January 1, 2001 unless 
extended by Congress. The savings provisions in sub-
section (e) [set out above] shall apply if the bid protest 
jurisdiction of the district courts of the United States 
terminates under this subsection.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

STUDY ON CONCURRENT JURISDICTION 

Pub. L. 104–320, § 12(c), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3875, re-
quired that, no earlier than 2 years after Dec. 31, 1996, 

the General Accounting Office was to undertake a 
study regarding the concurrent jurisdiction of the dis-
trict courts of the United States and the Court of Fed-
eral Claims over bid protests to determine whether con-
current jurisdiction was necessary, which study was to 
be completed no later than Dec. 31, 1999, and was to spe-
cifically consider the effect of any proposed change on 
the ability of small businesses to challenge violations 
of Federal procurement law. 

§ 1492. Congressional reference cases 

Any bill, except a bill for a pension, may be re-
ferred by either House of Congress to the chief 
judge of the United States Court of Federal 
Claims for a report in conformity with section 
2509 of this title. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 941; Pub. L. 89–681, 
§ 1, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 958; Pub. L. 97–164, title 
I, § 133(b), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 40; Pub. L. 102–572, 
title IX, § 902(a)(1), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4516.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 257 (Mar. 3, 1911, 
ch. 231, § 151, 36 Stat. 1138). 

This section contains only the jurisdictional provi-
sion of section 257 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed. The proce-
dural provisions are incorporated in section 2509 of this 
title. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–572 substituted ‘‘United States 
Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘United States Claims 
Court’’. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘chief judge of the 
United States Claims Court’’ for ‘‘chief commissioner 
of the Court of Claims’’. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–681 substituted provisions allowing 
any bill, except a bill for a pension, to be referred by 
either House of Congress to the chief commissioner of 
the Court of Claims for a report in conformity with sec-
tion 2509 of this title for provisions giving the Court of 
Claims jurisdiction to report to either House of Con-
gress on any bill referred by such House, except a bill 
for a pension, and to render judgment if the claim 
against the United States represented by the referred 
bill was one over which the court had jurisdiction 
under other Acts of Congress. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 

[§ 1493. Repealed. July 28, 1953, ch. 253, § 8, 67 
Stat. 226] 

Section, act June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 941, author-
ized Court of Claims to give legal advice to heads of ex-
ecutive departments in matters referred to it by the 
heads, if Court had jurisdiction over the matters. 

§ 1494. Accounts of officers, agents or contractors 

The United States Court of Federal Claims 
shall have jurisdiction to determine the amount, 
if any, due to or from the United States by rea-
son of any unsettled account of any officer or 
agent of, or contractor with, the United States, 
or a guarantor, surety or personal representa-
tive of any such officer, agent or contractor, and 
to render judgment thereof,1 where— 
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